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sw
a
ld

 a
n

d
 J
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u
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h
eir liv
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—
A
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R
ich

 In
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n
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D
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sw
ald: 

A
 Lonely, B

itter Loser 
B

y
 Jam

es R
. D

ick
en
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n
 

W
a
s
h

in
g
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n

 S
ta

r S
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ater 
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 e

a
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 1
9

6
3

, sh
o
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 a
fte

r sh
e
 

m
o
v
ed
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m

 th
e S

o
v
iet U

n
io

n
 to

 th
e 

U
n

ited
 S

tates, M
arin

a O
sw

ald
 m

ad
e 

th
is a

sse
ssm

e
n

t in
 h

e
r b
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k

e
n

 E
n

g
-
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f h
e
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m
e
ric

a
n

 h
u
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a
n

d
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e
e
 

H
a
rv

e
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 O

sw
a
ld
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e
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e
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m
e
ric

a
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L
e
e
 n

o
 lik

e
 R

u
s
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. L
e
e
 n

o
 lik

e
 

A
m

erica. L
ee lik

e th
e m

o
o
n
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T
h
a
t w

a
s a

n
 a

p
t if in

a
d
v
e
rta

n
t 

m
etap

h
o
r. l'h

e m
o
o
n
, a co

ld
, lifeless, 

p
o
ck

m
ark

ed
 p

lan
etary

 h
an

g
er-o

n
, is 

a
n
 a

p
t sim

ile
 fo

r O
sw

a
ld

, th
e
 a

ssa
s-

sin
 o

f P
resid

en
t Jo

h
n
 F

. K
en

n
ed

y
. if 

th
e d

escrip
tio

n
 o

f h
im

 b
y
 h

is fo
rm

er 
asso

ciates in
 th

e F
B

I raw
 files is an

y
 

in
d

icatio
n
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T

h
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o
n
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0
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0

0
 p

ag
es 

o
f d

o
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m
en

ts m
ad

e p
u

b
lic y

esterd
ay

. 
T

h
ey

 rein
fo

rce th
e im

ag
e o

f O
sw

ald
 

a
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 lo
n

e
ly

, b
itte

r, sc
ru

ffy
 lo

se
r w

h
o

 
liv

ed
 in

 p
o
v
erty

 o
n
 th

e frin
g
e o

f so
ci-

ety
 w

h
ile n

u
rtu

rin
g
 d

ream
s o

f fam
e, 

o
r n

o
to

riety
, an

d
 in

tellectu
al ach

iev
e-

m
en

t. 
O

s
w

a
ld
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a
liz

e
d
 h

is
 d

re
a
m

 o
f 

n
o

to
rie
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 b
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 a
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a
tin

g
 K

e
n

n
e
d

y
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 h
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e
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n
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 h
a
d
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w
 if a

n
y
 

frie
n

d
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 m

a
n

 w
h

o
 b

e
a
t, sla

p
p

e
d

 
a
n
d
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th
e
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 m

istre
a
te

d
 h

is w
ife
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n
d
 w

h
o
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 d
e
v
e
lo

p
m

e
n
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c
ia

l 
m
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a
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 c
h
ro
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ic

le
d
, b

e
g
in

-
n

in
g

 w
ith

 h
is b

ein
g
 rep

eated
ly

 sen
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th

e p
rin
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o

l 
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r a
rg

u
in

g
 w

ith
 h

is te
a
c
h

e
rs o

v
e
r 
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n
cep

t o
f p

o
litical d
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ocracy. 

H
IS
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IF

E
 A

N
D
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u
ain

tan
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in
d
ic

a
te

d
 O

sw
a
ld

 h
a
d
 e

a
rly

 d
re

a
m
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o
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io
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ce an

d
 p
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io

u
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p
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ssa
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a
tio

n
. H

is w
ife
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a
rin

a
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d
e
sc

rib
e
d
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 th
e
 F

B
I file
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s te

llin
g
 

h
o
w

 h
e
r "

c
ra

z
y
"
 h

u
sb

a
n
d
 trie

d
 to

 
a
s
s
a
s
s
in

a
te

 M
a
j. G

e
n
. E

d
w

in
 

W
a
lk

e
r, a

 n
o

te
d

 rig
h

t-w
in

g
 p

o
litic

a
l 

lead
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 D
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o
u

t eig
h

t m
o

n
th

s 
b
efo

re th
e K

en
n
ed

y
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O
sw

a
ld

, a
c
c
o

rd
in

g
 to

 th
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 F

B
I re

-
p
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m
 th
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alk

er sh
o

o
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in
g
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e
n

e
 o

n
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o
t a

n
d

 b
y

 b
u

s, a
s h

e
 

d
id

 after th
e K

en
n

ed
y

 assassin
atio

n
, 

a
fte

r re
p
o
rte

d
ly

 d
e
c
id

in
g
 th

a
t th

is 
w

o
u

ld
 allo

w
 h

im
 to

 o
u
tw

it p
o
lice in

 
p
atro

l cars. 
T

h
e few
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 b

lack
 p

o
in

ts in
 O

s- w
ald

's  life
 sh

o
w

 u
p
 e

a
rly

. A
 c

o
u
sin

 
d
e
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rib
e
s h

im
 a

s "
o
u
tg

o
in

g
 a
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c
h

ild
, b

u
t h

e
 b

u
ilt u

p
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n
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 b
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lie

fs 
a
g

a
in

st e
v

e
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th
in

g
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F
ro

m
 th

e
re
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n
s d
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w
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ld
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d
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o
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o
th
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o
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 T
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h
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 c
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n
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g
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l b
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c
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H
e
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h
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 th
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o
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 th
e
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e
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o
w
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 "lo

n
e
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 b
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g
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n
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a
v

a
l A
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 a M

arin
e 
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an

 an
d
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o
k
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erty
 b

y
 

h
im

self in
 N

ew
 O

rlean
s. 

O
n
 th
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o
p
 sh
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 to

 Jap
an

 h
e read

 
W

a
lt W

h
itm

a
n
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e
a
v

e
s o

f G
ra
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an

d
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h
e A

g
e o
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n
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n
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g
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 stak

e p
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H
e
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e
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c
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u
a
in
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n
c
e
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a
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e
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a
rin

e
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o
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a
c
h

e
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p
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n
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w
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u
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b
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c
o
m
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o
o
d
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a
n
g
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r o
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 in

 
life." 

In 
Ja

p
a
n
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is M
a
rin

e
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o
rp

s a
c
-

q
u
ain

tan
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e h
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 a g
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d
 

w
h
o
 w

as p
ro

b
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an
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, a
n

d
 th

e
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s th
a
t h

e
 

w
a
s c

o
u
rt m

a
rtia

le
d
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r v
a
ry

in
g
 o

f-
fen
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s h

ittin
g
 a

 n
o

n
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m
m
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n
e
d

 o
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e
r, h

ittin
g

 a
 fe

llo
w

 M
a
-

rin
e w

ith
 a b

o
ttle an

d
 fig

h
tin

g
 a b

rig
 

g
u
ard
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B

y
 all acco

u
n

ts h
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ted
 M

arin
e 

C
o

rp
s d

isc
ip

lin
e
, w

a
s irrita

te
d

 b
y

 
o

rd
ers fro

m
 su

p
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rs an
d

 sn
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 at 

t
o
 M

arin
e C

o
rp

s trad
itio

n
 o
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O

sw
a
ld
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a
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d

k
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c
h

n
ic

ia
n

 
w

h
o

 th
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a
te

n
e
d
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 g

iv
e
 U

.S
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d
a
r 

"se
c
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 th

e
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u
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n
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h
e
n
 h

e
 

w
e
n
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 R

u
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is d
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h

a
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e
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W
h
ile in

 th
e M

arin
e C

d
rp

s, h
is fello

w
 

M
arin

es to
ld

 th
e F

B
I, h

e h
ad

 u
n

d
er-

g
o

n
e
 p

sy
c
h

ia
tric

 e
x

a
m

in
a
tio

n
 in

 
Ja

p
a
n
 a

n
d
 th

a
t h

e
 h

a
d
 trie

d
 to

 sh
o
o
t 

h
im

self in
 th

e leg
 w

ith
 a .2

2
 calib

er 
rifle, w

h
ich

 th
ey

 in
terp

reted
 as an

 at-
tem

p
t to

 g
et an

 early
 d

isch
arg

e. 
T

h
e
re

 is little
 k

n
o
w

n
 a

b
o
u
t O

s-
w

a
ld

's th
re

e
 y

e
a
rs in

 R
u

ssia
 d

u
rin

g
 

w
h
ic

h
 h

e
 m

e
t a

n
d
 m

a
rrie

d
 M

a
rin

a
 

w
h
ile h

e w
as w

o
rk

in
g
 in

 a facto
ry

 in
 

M
in

sk
. A

c
c
o
rd

in
g
 to

 h
e
r te

stim
o
n
y
 

a
n
d
 th

a
t o

f o
th

e
rs, h

e
 d

id
 n

o
t lik

e
 

R
u
ssia. 

H
E

 C
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IN
E
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th
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u
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w

e
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p
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" b
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e
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o
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a
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g
o
v
e
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o
rs a

n
d
 d

e
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e
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is life
 in

 
th
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u
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n
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c
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ry
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s o
n

e
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n
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h
o
u
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w
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d
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e o
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H
e
 c

o
m

p
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in
e
d

 b
itte

rly
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a
t th

e
 

R
u

ssian
 g

o
v

ern
m

en
t d

elay
ed

 h
is re- 

tu
rn

 to
 th

e U
n
ited

 S
tates w

ith
 h

is n
ew

 
w

ife. W
h
en

 h
e retu

rn
ed

 to
 A

m
erica, 

h
o
w

ev
er, life d

id
 n

o
t im

p
ro

v
e. 

In
 O

cto
b

er 1
9

6
2

 h
e w

en
t to

 w
o

rk
 fo

r 
a co

m
p

an
y

 in
 D

allas th
at d

id
 p

h
o

to
-

g
ra

p
h
ic

 w
o
rk

 a
n
d
 p

ro
v
id

e
d
 g

ra
p
h
ic

 
su

p
p
lies fo

r p
rin

ters an
d
 g

rap
h
ic arts 

co
m

p
an

ies. 
H

e
 la

ste
d
 six

 m
o
n
th

s a
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 tra
in

e
e
 

w
h
o
se jo

b
 w

as to
 m

ak
e p

h
o
to

g
rap

h
ic 

e
n
la

rg
e
m

e
n
ts a

n
d
 re

d
u
c
tio

n
s. b

u
t 

w
as fired

 b
ecau

se h
is w

o
rk

 n
ev

er im
-

p
ro

v
ed
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 as a m
an
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h
o
 freq

u
en

tly
 

sla
p

p
e
d
 a

n
d
 b

e
a
t h

is w
ife

 a
n
d
 w

h
o
 

p
u

b
licly

 d
en

o
u
n
ced

 h
er as b

ein
g
 d

irty
 

a
n
d
 la

z
y
. H

e
 w

a
s g

e
n
e
ra

lly
 

un-
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d
ly to n

eigh
b
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d
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u
ar-
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d
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