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Dear “huck,

A few suggestions. Pleass excuse the heste becnuse thers is work I wnt to do
today and a college professcer is here working with other parts of my files.

What “ know about the ammnition used in the Reagan shooting is limited to a few
brief, pro~dawn radio accounts and what GMA had this morning., It rédses cuestions. You
will recall tha: two days ago I suguested you look into the revelver and the amme and
that I found the totality of absense of any information as suspicious. I identified two
tests that should have been made and about which nothing had been seid.

Now wo are told that explosive bullets were used. Irum the sccounts available to me
nothing indicating how the small bullets were made explosive.

There is nothing to indicate why theve eppecrs to have been no identification of
the bullets zs explosive from Monday until late on Thirsday. This is odd. But it can be
explained, in part, by the charecteristic secrecy of agencies like the FAI and their
devotion to control as a means of cobering their ag=es.

fowever, if the Fi5I knew of even lad reason to suspect that the bulists were
explosive, now explain the long delay in inomming ths doctors so they could decide
whether to txy Yo remove the possibility of explosion from =0 close to Delahanty's
spine? Either t e FBI knew and was silent or it didn't make the tests and studies that
provided the information for as much as four days. The latter is not easy to believe.

Spectwographic anelysis should have becn completed bafore dmim on Tueeday. Other
examinations should have disclosed that the bulleis were explosive even esrlier.

We still know nothing avout what I called to your attention, whether there were
unfired bullets in the revolver, Were thore any in “inckley'd pockets or room?

dpother large void, by the way, is any socounting of Hinckley's financing. How did
he do all that travelling, buy all those pistols, pay for focd and lodging when fI've
seen no roport of any employnent? Search of his person, room and possessions would have
yielded leads if not proofs. His Social Security number would have been given to the
Social Security @ffice in BAltimore imucdiately and the FEI would have lciown promptly.
This ia an FBI investigative nomme. I've seen tco many records not to know tiris,

I don't thinkthat the average gun shop stocks explosive bullets and I don't believe
that exploesive .22 longe cre rendily available,

Even what is meen by explosive is not reported in what I've heard. (Notldng in the
edition of the Post that reaches here on this at all.) Hollow=points are sometines
called explosive, although they are not. They become dumdums, with explosive effect but
they do not really SEJISEA explode. They expand, disintegrnte and teare

If the bullets weré made explosive by insertion of an unstable substance in the
hollow points, are they safe to carry around?

Inadequate prems inquiries can account for some of what has not been reported, but
there also is an inadequacy if what secms to have been given to the press. I've not seen
eny ildentification of the revolver or awo. Not at all normal, based on prior cases.

You can be sure that whether or not there were other searches, as the scene of the
crime and “inckley's person and room, there wes at least a pair of FiII agents at the
hbspitel avaiting the removal of bullets or parts of bullets and tha: they were rushed
to the FBI Lab. dny in the revoler would have been at tho Leb even earlier,

Spectrographic analysis would have identified each of the substances used in nalding



i

the buliets, up to about a dogen, as well as KKEE any other substances, like those that
vould be explosize., Even if the same substances are usei %o make the bullets explosive,
which I doubt, guantitative differences would have been epparent, S0, it does not seem
likely that if the bullets were explosive the FiI @id not kmow dnrediately,

Tlﬁsmakesitdiﬁ‘icult;tomderstaadwthemsWMgadehywtmtham
mdan@rtanalahmty'slifaﬁmtalmtathoaanearhimifauduhenthemman
explosion,

Possible sourfes are gumshops, NRA, polico contacts, ate,

While there are very Tfow indications of any couspiracy, official suspicion of a
conspiracy cculd account for the withholding of so much information that ordinarily is
a0t withields Like where did he get his uoney? ferhaps innocently, but why the secrecy
about it if innocently?

Please excuse the tyvos. I can still get thiainotu-onlymaufurthedey.
Sezt wishes,



