
Dear Howard, 	 5/22/77 

Menke much for your 8/10/77 and the enclonuree, especially teone reletine to PY 
efforts to obtain the `tea *f Trensfer. 

The meeting wa. not in Rowley's office. e never mat Rowley. it wee in TOM alley's 
and I eat those savory:1 tieea. This time W413 at the tieo of tee meetine with shay, 
Geoff and Warner - it wan later. 

It tells an even more ayeantine story than you perceive. 

I trusted these Secret eervioe people to keep their word, as I kept and have wept sine. 

This makes it clear that they have net been honest with me boceuee I should have 
received theee recorde ie reeponee to ny Pe requoat. Ian tare there are others they he 
not given you. 

Please bear in mind in all of this that if either the eecret eervice or the FDI 
trier really reteeeted free their oue-oa decision areivee at independently by each that 
line bullet did not hit both JFK lied Connally I heee seen no indication ef it. Certainle 
no record. Certainly also eavid edheson we not aware of thie, from hic laeees sterns of 11/4/66. 

I feel confident that Kelley knew before ?Lie 103/70 that the Archives had withheld 
from no the copy of the memo of tranefer he had given 0 ne thresh the Archives. 

There were oenvereations between Secret Service and DJ after this. eelley reported 
them to me. He said that DJ told him not to give me a copy. 

Of course I hAv- received none of this! in reeponee to ry PA request of DJ. I have 
received a little recently fron the FBI and nothing sr next to apthing fro.' the Dept. 

en a degree the related correspondence you have just been given is both false and self-
serving.The most ebvione aspect ie *h:=t the essential materials were not the prcperty of 
the Kennedy family. They were, literally sod legally, the property of the Navy. The simplest 
weer to have solved this problem, absent the official intent to lay everythine on the een-
neey family, we to return all the neeical stuff to the Navy. The Navy's regulations were 
explicit on the reuirement to preserve these thinge, ae I now recall for 50 years. 

Acheson's memo is net really consistent with his record on this, as you may recall 
free the copy of Dick Wha/en's ewe on his meetine(s) with Acheson when he was preparine 
his SatevePeet piece. However, during there meetings the time did cone whenAchosen seemed 
to change. I suggest this represent the time and the cause. 

Dick and his wife went up to see me at Hytttstoen before cold weather in 1966. I do 
not recall the exact date. We were friendly for a whilu. His kids treed to call ee Uncle earold. 
I'd stop off and visit with the when I wan returning from Washington. They then were on 
my way. They lived en Macomb NW, between Wisconsin and eassassachusetts. 

I just do not tvaicve that all those many government lawyers did not realize until 
the last minute that there was this problem with the autopsy materials. Rather do I believe 
it was the crescendo of criticism of the Commiseion'a conclueicne ce: that Uwe. I do not 
recall what ?lark eane was saying but he vay lacing the country with expert appearances 
arranged by his experienced publiAer. I do know that I was getting such attention and on 
all occasions did go into the front neck wound as one of entrance. 

In hie riddle peragraph on the second page Acheson does go into what I was nayine. I 
now have an Fel account of a TV allow. Itccords rare destroged. I produced the proof on TY 
free the faceimile of the certification of it in Weitewaee. The eellee doctors did state 
that the front neck wound was from the front. I used this the same way. ihia was altered 
at the Navy hospital, as we now know. We also know that relevant evidence wee superessee, 
as I also charged. As 1 now recall i was emphasizing the absence of the prow:ctor's notes. 



Of this Pm certain, and that A hava much correspondonca with tha Archives over it. it 
is litraly T than had and uaed other eaidanca of tats. 

db. 

The ache.-on Lama a? 4e  diacloaea tLat taoso people aura 	eau!: other. 1.111:o his 

saying thlhe department ixiamaiaaaaoo (Justice) feared" that ai.thout the autopsy aaterial, 
!this charga could n,vaa be diaprovol." avaaina frononaak ahot. well, the oaa aay it 
aeuld with cartainty be disproved, is ata sonae or total dcatraction or the official 
story, is s114 that autopsy aaterial. On thie one point if that material is believed 
it shawa nu saaple 	fro::: ".he wound far oxamiaation and it doen show f'4II2Lehta'41.111  
in that area, which pracludoa the oaficial version of no fragmentation. Moreoaer, if this 
material had Loan, availaala than I am aura 	aauld have been a has ale cry coax tie 

overt aadical faire oli,:arind; about this and the failure of the caaaiszion to take any 
testiaoay froa tao radiologist or the aedial ahotographer. As you knaw when Jar did get 

At panel of eapart to eaaaina this matorial regardIeza of their sumautica they utaer4 
deatroyad thin) offioial account of the criae and tha shootiaa anq the autoasy. 

At the bottom of pace 371 of oarl Warroa's r!9=q14.4 nn) reforo too gaaerally to this 

panel. 4/ohn F. Roche Lao AUCJ taken full oradit for iailaing LAI into this. (I nota tact 

in thaediterae aaalahatiea at the and of page )72 ha aoxplata4 zonfirma what aenator 
Russell told no anA I reported acatrately and he went public with if in a more linitad 
may, alaaa he allow he waz dydna.) 

the last word in the Acheson aauo is ftattechments." They have not bean providad to you. 

This morning I'n tired. I did not is gin that way. In fact as avau 9,3 I was crowed 
I walked 2,00O years, and a little Lora than an hour later another 100). baliava thin is 

not only goad in gaueral but helps edith 	 airculation. 5awarar, when I walked 
al4Lit 4,M aala) yarn abut I aat th) _ ail it seam ta hav2 	rr3. 33 maybe I'm feraetting 
dome r.attara that wont' cthoradve be obviaue. 

thia is aurtial eaplanation of taa total noli-eafapalonee with any Pi/i0IA 
requests for al. files on ao gain.; back to 1/71. Vhere'4. have raceived aoae ae-erda they 
are iacomaletea There are a number of faetora, l'n convinced. If I hava tits ti 
confident i'la yrove ilatarferance with my pabliahiaa capabilities in the manner you icnow. 
alike Lana I was not aakina wild chargcs and I was not chard :g aboloaale conniiraciea. 
An FBI rrpart froa L's !oak on) 	firlat aan Barka shay I die. is quite infaraative on 
this. The NY FO etaaidy seamed to like what I said and how I said it. That anded cr.„ saon 
an) tLea 

 
an it 13 now °lea?' ethers were fed the vicious red-baiting rabricatians of the FBI. 

(If you't1 like to borrow a e,:t of the Punread amd !sty) note I made let no kneu. About 
20 1-opaced pages.) 

It was il tha tiaa frana a4* the Achason mama and this record-making that I snake to 
nalcoln Kilduff, aho led its to believe he saw what 1 was sayina about the hazard to the 
"a nady l's Lily in the seemingly official nature of the Ftanchester connection. ae told me 
::hero he would be, after a long pause, and how to got him, that no would oe incognito or 
others :/Quid not know (The 	in. NYC) and that he aart.:ed it 	necessary for the 
itmar,y to detach itaelf froa l'avachneter'a ariting, of welch I know froa Enaland. Whether 
oa thor.l there is this coanaatlaa, it did folaow alcaaly upan hia trip to -ew York. Cne 
service his p.r. cliants does not have t: keep Ka whereabouts secret. 

If you think it in relevant to your own inquiries, especially with Archives and Secret 
Service, to ask if they were favored with any of the Boover vonom, ask and ask for copies. 
if the relwases I  gave you are nat adequate, draft others can I'll aian thy. The FBI laid 
tharn on all AGe, all oth.r lawyers, on .ach other and even on the State of Tennessee wt.= 
qid the iavostigation that 	did undo the "solution" to the jana aesaaaiaation. Now 

that I have partial p000f of this I think the odd attitude of the judga, who oonly disliked 
:an) frog the fist, ahich is what zauneU Bat net to use ate z a aitnase. It aaa so elaar 
to aa I aarrod. This _:ay him tee a graat aistaka. I'd ha: a ::cen able to irk all that 
coabirasticu of fabrication and miarJproaeatatiot ad lid. I think it could have turned too 
evidentiary hearing around. (.As you know I never was and neve= could be a eoulauliat and 



could neveo have occopto4 ony suroonder of any inoopoodoace of belief if I'd been teopted.) 
Van you imagOno tho uproar if thoy tried to pull that oarf about mo celebroting the '4ovemo 
bar RunAan 14o volution in Scotebor yet oheo it was on outing of ti Jewish oelfaro osard 
foo Waohinot0000eo oorvico personnel after tne hioh holidays. Total fabricatoon. rinen i first 
oroto you and oix about this i did it off the top of the head. it was not only rabbis 
who broujot youoosters and others to sea lira 	a000 uatchioo Zia::: all xiodo af 
fowl ono o 	ooiog loOd. :Oaro w000 aobasooOooa, joneOozo, OLL4rd 
loopoe frog: vari000 c000utivo ooncias, r' porters from the i'oew York ITioea to NBC, than 
on %'(36-41:ap uoually ::i to 	Monas. Chefs of Bone relovym, magazine editors. That court 

roma ooulo' have rocked if they had triad arch outrageous tactics, But the fact is thin 
WaGM io ropeatad like ritual in all the internal /AO' set's l'oe roceivsd, soon miuor 
LaocraOooy ocoopaaol r pc. ti it lizo they were rasdino beade. 	I can),t ooliovs 
ttio woo not miouze o!...crovor a000 oboroctor t0000ht it ooulC, Lad to rofusle of inferootion. 
In: ido DJ this la explicit anouih as a reason. 

oy hunch is that with the Archiveo this began rizht alter Marion 0ohnsoolo call to 
tho FBI of 10/65, whoa I coked for the remulto c47 tho opectrograohio nosninations. 
have carbon B14-dhat I -,frots jil about thin last right. )esniri for you. That nonsense 
Cunninohom gave oohnoon to oivo mo ha3 been the official line cince, Then ho tolO the 
FBI bra= that 116 had said nothing at all and than followed with his vertion of the red-
hoiting. They have that on head is two FBI Lab? let it was i0000late. 

pit or before this oo with tiio I will bo sodding what I've just obtained free Dr. 
Rhoads. ord the Oroblves toot boors on disorioiaotion aokinst me and who foot that ttoy 
knew just about all the members and staff took warren CO=i3Siell records weth than. 'his 
is the first time Rhoads has eigned a letter in e lono time. I think I've oleo &six& if 
the autopsy nits; were included in tne oemo of i'ransfer material. My ohoin of poc,esoion 
is cooplote to that ooints ho response. If you think thin is Athin your requooto and you 
want to follow up - it is related to the :141x40 of ',master, your ,:,,aquect b; all 000ns do 
it. lAa rathoo you did AOW 	 4eT-71 oo ooah l000 tioo. 

In tine you should receive other conteororaneous records like that of Acheson. I 
am confident that when you do yeo will find. what i have soid all a.ono, that there UU2 a 
foncorted official effort to lay all blame for all inadoquaoiee on the Kennedy family. 
bozo not witting, like Oeheson and ;,erhaps etki lawyers, woro the captive.; re those on 
hoz thoy copoodou for iaormation. 'moo this bdek an yoo'll 	a spook bohind cach 

alleged fact or account. 

I find it intetooting that Achcson'o name was latce typed in on the IA/4/66 memo to 
the Loarotary of the oreasury. 

I've tai: tiro in the he it can holn you. I add one further iodioation of the 
anti-Konoley intont 	tho first. There has boon thie coopaion that tho iuonnodys, 
esp. Bobby, icept the ‘ACCIASACtil from secioo the autopsy pictures and '4-rays I have 
reAatadly printed proof that the L;ausiseiou had th000 Noo C,&rl Warren's Evooiroo sage 
they aiO Oaoo thool. Bot this has received no stoeotioo. -ad 'Oarreo does not ad real tine 
point 1 first raisod in my first book; tosy wore 'oost evince " not fog iuoluzion in 
ghat the ''000tssion rinse released publicly but as the Oasis of the tbutiony of the doctors 
who tostified to medical evidence and the autopsy. here, eapocially when all this teotioony 
was ten in saoreO duo lobolleo top et ore thers simply was no ouostion of ban taste or 
of orivooy. 

Bost, 


