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IV. INVESTIGATION 02 MARTIN LUTHER KING'S rii:ATH 
BY TIE FBI 

A. Adequacy ef the Investigation  

My reading of the assassination investigation leads me 
to conclude that the Bureau's investigation was comprehensive, 
thoroueh and prce;Eessional. Every conceivable lead seems to 

. —have beer. pursued. Great numbers of persons who were known to 
dislike blacks were checked out as suspects. All Bureau field 
offices were put on alert to participate in the investigation 
and each SAC was held personally responsible for seeing that 
leads in his area ware run down. I have talked with three 
attorneys who at various times, had responsibility for moni-
toring the .investigation and all are satisfied that the FBI 
had nothing to de with Martin Luther King's assassination. (-1 

B. Indications of- Bureau Involvement in the 
Assassination  

There are none with the exception of the COINTELPRO 
activity of proposing that a blind memorandum be sent to a 

s'eiteaphie paper ze embarraes Ring into mz.-ving into ch Lorcailt:: 
Hotel where he was shot. That has been investigated previously 
end its purpose is subject to a different interpretation, dis-
eus6ed below Cy 

Evidence exists that the FBI was not involved in K4ne'z 
a..sessination. On April 2, l9 6S Attorney General Ramsey Clan% 
turned down an FBI request to tape the telephones of SCLC in 
Atlanta and riashington to learn about plans for the Poor 
People's Campaign. This request indicates that the FBI expected 
no change in SCLC's (and King's) plans. The attempt to dis-
credit King by planting an embarrassing story in the Memphis 
papers indicates a continuation of thl! Bureau's caepaign against 
King. Logic enegests that the last thing J. Edgar Hoover wanted 
was to make King a martyr, thereby enhanc:Ing his tmage. This 
rune counter to years of effort by the FBI to discredit and 
neutralize Ung. Finally, the investigation was so massive and 
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