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. _ Im July Attorney General Kennedy vreseived 3 =prs from
Coe ?;;ectér T2porring a rsquest from Senator Monronsy (D—GREL.}‘
| ETr intommztion-conceradng vacial agitation and cowaoalst in-
. fluence in recinl matters, (Scaater Maognusen (D-Wash.) made

a simiiar inquiry a few days later). The Sepator's request was
apparently | prompted by testimony by Gov. Ross Rarnett of Missis-
sippi against arn administration public acccmmodations bill, -T
Barnett had raised the questicn of communist infiuence. Two

‘days later Gov. Wallace of Alabzua testified in similar fashi?n.
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The Director's memo to the Attorney General stata
L3 Coumunist Party was not able to assume a leadechi
racial vnrest at that time but hoped to axplo

lde_l_g_ted .Pur“'{uajl_t...tﬂ,.(b)l (7).((:)- meessssnessens

d that the bsut/ve Ragol-
p cole in  m dﬂfﬂij
i o ¥

| On July 16, 1963, Attorney Genaral Kemnedy apparently
" initiated a discussion with his FBI lisison, Courtney tvans,
concerning the foasibility of clectronlc surveillarce on

Dr. KRing lLecause of pessible cowmunist influence on King. o
Evans disccouraced rhe Attorney General, weighing the rtisk of
public disclosure against the difficulty of electronically |
surveilling ¥ing who moved about the country so much but

S

stating that a feasibility study could be done. After :ne et
Atlanta oifice reported that electronic surveillance was gl

|

\

!

fezsible and secure, the Bureeu prepared tha necessary !

authorization papers for a tesur on King's resident or at \
\
|

SpAmGE
e
-

any future address to which he may move, and for a casur on
SCLC or eny future address to which it may move, and sent
them to thz Attormey General on July 23. On July 25, the
Attorney ?eneral declined, believing it to be ill advlsud.(:3

On July 17, 1963, President Kennady answered a gues-
tion ab a press confervence to the effect thac there was mo
evidence that civil rights demonstrations wera communist 'l
inspirad. It was in this same month that the FBI onenad
an jnvastigative file called "Communist Influsnce in Racia 4
Matters", On July 18, the Director seat a memo to ail 3afs .y
imstructing thom to ba alext toc =ay informatienm comcewning :

guch influence. The Attovney Gonaral soid in Suly that the | f?P/r) L

=

FBI had no evidence that any civil rights lezders were com-'
trolled by Conmunists. Letters similar in tore wers sent to
Senhators Magnuson and Monroney on July 23. On July 29,
Hoover sent the Attorney General an 18 page memorandum cap-
tioned: "Martin Luther King: Affiliation with the Communist
liovement"'. [Heleteq_pursuant to (b) (1)......CLASSIFIED: TOP SECRET
teesesescssssssssssess | The Attorney Ceneral was upset, 0 Fjﬁf

] papF?cularly in view of his recent‘pub}ﬁg égatéments. Lie .
| Tk T dbe o bbbt fuscd 0 I allined vmmtpo?” ‘ )
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bialicwed that cortala people would fewl hie was protecting Z:ing.
He sent e meso bacl to the F3L desandi pye documentation of th
allegacions about Rinx. | . [ CLASSIFIED: TOP SECRET.....eees.
a...o----..--.-.-.E' MPT - 5 usc (b)(l).............ouo--oou-ooo
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(TS
Also in August 1953, the Tdeleted pursuant to (b)(7)(C)
4_.-;-,_:_-------------------------] A convarsacion betwesn King
and an aployng of "SCLT Wzs ovorheard as a result of a cesur ‘
on «..Cy7¥e) -+« home which Attoraey Gereral Kennedy had
cuthorlzed in July at the same time he had refused authoriziung
on King; [deletcd pursuant to (b)(7)(C).................. P

I.lll.l..llll.l.l"-l.lllIllll....lltl...lll LI
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saticn petween (M) and Goxdon iHaslell of the ACLY that tha
At:towcy Gereral or Edward &, I-Eurro-r, then head of the USIA,

. ¥ A - F ¥4 |
might give King an 2wsed on bekalf of the ACLU. In on offer !

a -
te provent tha pres u-‘:a::mn, viurzow wae sent a SEIRET letter |
savising ha.:\ that jlaskell Liad been elected cheaimmen ol 1.“.. ‘
--.....pzadmt Sceiallst League asbout sisi yaars previiusiv } UL

It was also in Augusc 1963 that thc Domastic Tntelli-
genee Division of the FBI, headed by Wiliiam Sullivan prepared
a memorzndum analyzing the cormunist party's efferrs to expioit
Yegroes, The mermcr:ndum concluded that the effort was iange ly
unsuceassiul tut chould bz closely watched, It statced that the
Cormtnist Party regarded King as the wost likely veiiicle theowgh
which it could ac"u.eva its goais. It contained no rew informa-
tion about Xing 2nd did not concludz that he was a cow -um.at('l?.\_,
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S-tions were reported to the Attorney General,
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X

: - In Sapiechar Doreau He-nr-m..or"n re ingtrected ftg £ seld
i ‘offices in Arlanta and New York to do a feasibility sty iy o
’—C\—Iltli_hul bl—'—' 2 108 tin

;‘ efforts to iInflusnce Hegroes, Hoover rejected the proposal

INCLASSI

Foover rejected the memo with 2 sarcastic reminder that the
same FEI personnel had once said the sane thing about Castso,
Sullivan apclogized saying the Director was rizht and he and
others wara wrong. Sullivan called King the most dangerous
Negro in the country from the Standpoint of cormuaism, the
Fegro and national security. The memo disclosed that five
~ people were worlking full time at Headqua;.ters on the Negro- |
communisi influence queSLim.fuJ ’ '

"In September the substance of more overheard conversa-

it appears that
2t this time King had stopped talking directly with WE)E) .

S because of the precssure from tlhe Kennedy administrasicn.,

However, indicaticns are that Kinz comwmunicated with (BYCTXE) |

_;_ * + «(WX73¢e) vhe had now become counsal to King. » Indeed,
ﬂ;.f{.ino askad ..0C0) this time if his “friend", .. .(Q(-r)(n —
a3y understood why King had not called him. I{:i:no said he wanted
+ to wait until the civil ripghts debate was over. The Attornay
g,b Ceneral wac advised that (DE) was overheard talking with ld.rg,
..,g-_[ih\("l)tﬂ and [(u(‘l)(c.)labout various matters including the Birmi:
i >~ ham hc.nolnﬂ',. a4 replacement for )IXC), molking onﬁy ircma |
ixec.\rd of pru 8 sneeches and a fortl:::s::i:'- boch of ‘"1;.'..,.@"'44_

232

e
P

5 4
/eiliznce en King and SCLC in both citi , ei

es their justificesion not cnly alleged communist indivencsa
[ deleted pursuant to (b)(7) (C)......] On September 16,
Suilivan propused inersassd oo covarage of the Communist Part,r 8

|
sarcastically saying that it would be a wuste of resources ia
view of the earlier memo of Sullivan's Division. On SQPtmneF
25, Sullivan apologized agzin and ronewed his proposal for |

- mtensxfied coverage. Hoover approved the proposal. on October

1, 1963.(0)
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~ day cxtension,- largely because of information obtainsd thas

_[deleted-" (b)(7)(C)...]1SCLC finances and Kiag's travel pllaI!E‘ . (w) m's

CONFIDENTIAL”

CLASSIFIED: EXEMPT UNDER (b) (1) -
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L On Octobar 10, 1963 Attormey General Kennedy approved
the rernuest cn a trial bacis (he also apprcoved a tasur on SCLC
in New Yorlk City at the szme time; on Octoter 21, he approved
on2 on SCLC in Atlanta) saying to continue it if produciive
results and asking to.be adviced If pertinent information de-
veloped on comrunist connections. Attorney General Kennedy
had expressed concern about a tap on King's hcone frcm a secu-
rity standpoint. He teld Evans, "the last thing we could
afford to have weuld be a discovery of a wiretap cn King's
residence'. After receiving Evans' assurance of sacurity,
Kennedy said that he recognized the importance of coverage if ‘Fmﬁ
substantial informacion wac to be developed about the ralation- hb 4 M
ship between King and the Commumist Party. Although tha £ile |y, )M
.reilects the coverage was to be evaluzted after 30 days becavse d’“ uj
of Xemnedy's uncertainty about it, there is no record that ths Uaﬂ
Znrean 2ver went back to the Attorney Ganeral for zvproval or Mg :
that Rennedy inquired about the results., Howewer his brother ' - W'
was assassinated soon after the 30 day evaluation was come- Fﬂ,
nlated. The evelvation was internal and it resuized in = 00 e

s

haid nothing to do with comrunist influence, for example,

Bureasu records indicate that seven wiretaps and sixteen D“’j/‘{ :
oicrophones were used against King or SCLC over a two yearx { _}v ﬁ ‘

pe:iod(&_\ '
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Wiretap Surveillance of Dr., RKiuve and the SCLC

Lecaticn | Installied
King's home 11/8/63
New York City apartment 8/14/64
¢ Hyatt House, Los Angeles 4724164
. | Hyatt llousc, Los Angeles 7/7/64
 Claridge Hotel,
Atlantic City | . B/22/64
SCLC, Atlanta 11/8/63
SCLC, New York 10/24/63

7/31/64

Discontinuaed

4/30/65

9/8/64

4/26/64
719754

8/27/64
6/21/65
7/31

(@)

|
|

~

'Microphene Surveillance of Dr. Xing: Jan. 6%4-Nov. 65 .

Location

‘Willard Hotel, Washington, D.C.
‘Shroeder Motel, Milwaukee
iiilton Hawaiian Villagza, Honolulu
- Ambascsader Hotel, Los Angeles
Hyatt House, Los Angeles
Statler Hotel, Detroit
Senztgor Motel, Sasvamento
H7att House Motel, Los Angeles
¥ nger Hotel, 3avannah
Porl: Sheraten, llew York
. Americapa Hotzl, New York
Park Sheraton, N¥ew York
Sheraton Atlantic, New York
Astor Hotel, New York
New York Hilton, New York
Americane llotel, New York
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Installed

- 1/5/64

. 1/27/64
2/20/54
2/22758

2/18/64

3/19/54 |
Lf23)¢E%
717164

f ,9/2a/54
= 318/C5

1/28/65
3/29/65
5/12/65
10/14/65
10/28/65
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’\;; In November the Bureau had the tesurs in plece at King's
£ home and at SCLC Headquarters and thay beran to cverhear King
o' talling [eeerioveccenocnneens (b)(?)(C) Son s s amene buinese s sieas s il
T and reeounting past meetings, Taey alsc overheard conversations
..:"; betueen King and (LXK about a forthcoming book and a m2eting
= In New York with ...(BYX7XO ... . . (photographs were taken

A 0 b

-—"—-‘ '

In Octcher tha Atto“ﬂcf Cencral was advised that uill;
and (mo uzain Jdiscussed a veplacewent for W) and thai
W) snid he would discuss it with King's “friend”. Kenne dy
was also advised that King had veceived a telegram from a
Russian poet. .

iy In October the Duresau sent to various government of£i-
cials a2 monograph captioned: Cormunicm and the Negre Movement -
&4 Current Analysx.s. It concerned King Primarily and contained
unizvorable references to him, including perscnal coaduct un=
veleted to any association with the ¢s “:runist Party. The
Zurcau kmew it would upset the Attorney Genmeval, It did. He
ordercd all coples recovered. They hﬁre@)

ghowing King, ...0)()E) - - + * « together in New York) azd about |
a fund ralsing party for King "CLASSIFIED SECRET . s s v icaeeeqs
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! - Returning to December 1963 the Burewu learned through

i ?nf of the taps that King was going to mect with Presicdeat

. vdmson. lloover approved sending to the White jouse the nono-~

| ﬂ??ph abouc King ‘that had been previocusly disseminated but re-
cziled by Acttorney General Roeanedy, Hoover did not advise the
Aitorncy Ccneral of his intention., In fact, for some time
1-ter President Kennedy's assassination, Hoover cemmunieatad |
?:rccrly with the White House and did not alwvays inform the

. AStoTney General of what he was doing(ﬁi) : i

TOP SECRET B
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.0of King for ninety days aund to give the case priority attention{ﬁ)

AR = - SseseT

Also in Decenber, presumably sensinz an opportunity
because of a new President to beceme more aggressive in their
efrfort te discredit King, the Burcau had a one day confererce
at ‘Headquarters to explore the communist influence in racial
matcers ond to ''discuss avenues of approzch to exposing King's :
unnoly aliiance with the CPUSA". A 21 item working paper was i
prepared in advance of the meeting. Sullivan characterized S
King as a "dupe of the communists but also a man of low chaxr- : '1?%
acter", Sullivea prepared a memorandum for his superiors re- ,
perting the results of the December 23 meeting. The meeting
was attendad by two agents from Atlanta, Sullivan and four |
other men from Headquarcers. Sullivan reported that the meet-
ing pointed up the need for further information on six points.
Four dealt with SCLC, its money and its personnel. The cther i
two dealt specifically with King and his persenal life. Sullivan
stated, "We will, at the proper time when it can be done with-
out embarassment to the Dursau, expose King as an immoral
opportunist who is not a sincere person but is exploiting the
racial situation for personal gain... [We] will expose King
for the clerical fraud and Marxist he is at the first oppor-
tuity". It was agreed to continue the security investigacion’

bt
I

4
'

gl

’

In January 1954 Xing was named “ian of the Yeur" Ly Tims
Magazine. On & UPI press rlease announcing the selectiom, : 3
H?a?er wroata: "They had to dig d=2ep 1n the garbage to com=2 up - r%r‘hfi
with this one", On January 8, 1964 a memo was prepared by = “»''
Sullivan reccmrending gettingz King off of his pedestal and re--)
placing him with ansther of the Bureau's choosing. The idea
was endorsed by Hoover. Headquarters told its Atlanta office
to start sending daily memos about King. In a follow up to | ' |
the December 23, 1963 meeting the Bure2u began a review of

e A R s ¥y - et
A s e S e s D

the tax returns for the previcus 5 years of King, SCLC and the kel
Gandhi Society; the Director instructed Atlanta to sa2ck infor- "
mation of adverse views of King or SCLC from within the Negro 4

(s

=

el
0 el

-
Py

movement, stating these would be good four counterintelligeqce;(u)
d |
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| . the Director instructed New York to stay alert for tax evasion
information on King ox his erganizations aad to provida informa-
tion of any effort to utilize the media to enhance Wing's image.
Cihviously, these instructions pertained to information that

. wlght be obtained through tesurs and misurs{f;) S+l mo meshim

| - The first micrpphone surveillances of King occurred in
' January 1944 at the Willard Hotel, An eight page summary of
the tape was prepared and delivered to Walter Jemnkiins of the
White House staff. [Tdeleted pursuant to (b)(7)(C)

‘ JATIOEE -, Wi

" .._UCIUI..II.IIIQIIOIIOICII.l..Il‘l..-l.l.l_".l]....] QOVEZ reJeCte E"t

| a recommendation—that The AtEornay Genzral get a copy. Sullivan b
!
|

pointed ovt that Kennedy might reprimand Kiag, theraby fore-
closing the possibility of developing similar information.

| Sullivan said it was important to have such information in ordex
to completely discredit King as a leader of the Negro peopla.

Ta briefing Jenliins, Cartha DeLoach aclmowledged thacz the Direc~
tor wanted addirional informaticn prior to discusging it with |
certain friends-meaning, -among others, the media.f. ) "o

‘On January 27, 1964 Sullivan approved another misur at
a Milwaukee hotel. The racommending memo pointed’ aut that be-
,zcusz police would ba mearby, | deleted pursuant to (b)(7)(C) —

-..'...l.‘....-ll..'.l...lil...lll.'l'l..'..il‘...'..l.l-.......[

.....:T:‘:.—_":"_—-r:——-"rfv—Q-:Ti"t'*"".- i . “—F"'—"..-—"'-' - i
1:\}\)\"-‘-& WaoLs L GOIl « Suadre th.é: colTjec LS ™ cusesesssesnen
'.‘.:.‘;.-.........—I'l.“‘........"ll..‘.....'.]‘ w)

|
— .

o in Japuaiy R:
[(b)(7)(€hs overheard calling King a "sucker', "ignoraant®, | o
. "inexperienced", a "bad wricer" and 'without business sanse'i'.@ bR

Ye-l wich o M) .... and others in January. Al

On Januvary 17, 1964 Headquarters approved discontinuance
of the coverage at SCLC in New York because of the office’s
inactivity. Coverage was to be reconsidered if the office be-
came active. Hoover testificd before the House Approp:iatx?ns
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Cozmittee in January and made sctie off-the-record remavks about

xKing and the consunist Influcnce in the vaelal movement, waich

cauvsed a public furor when they were discussed in a Jesaph Alsop
ncewspaper column in Apr:l.l.(u.)

CMSSIFIED: SECRET. CECIE R UEW- (b) (1)
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_ On February 12, 19€3 the Director in 2 mems to the Atlanta
office, rofarred to a conversation in which[ deleted pursuant
to.(b)(7)-(c)li..|lll.‘.;“.l.l."l...-.--...".......--...] lllower

inctructdéd Atlanta to be alert to [-(b)(7)(C)....]for counter-
intellivence purposes. He indicated Fe wanted to capitaiiza on

it and welcomed suzgestions as to hou it could be done. ((n)

On February 13, 1964, Assistant Attorney Gereral Ruria
Marshall sent files to the White House concerning King,[(b) (7)(C)]

SECRET
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© e (®)(7)(C). . ie made i reference to a Septauwber 1963

memo he sent to thae Director concerning his, Marshall's, con-
versation wicrh Ring in which he provided King with csnecific
information about [...(b)(7)(C).....]. Marshali wanied President
Johnson to know of King's backzround. H2 did not krow that
 the Bureau had b=sn providing tha White House with such infor=
' mation., DeLoach sent Hoover a memorandum about Marshall's
| letter and a meating DeLoach had with Bill Moyers and Walter
Jenkins about the letter. He reported thar the White House
mistrusted Attorney General Xennedy's motives in providing the
 files, Personal marginaiia written on the memo by Koover in-

dicates his dislike of Marshall and Deputy Attorney Ceneral
KAt:cnbgch.Gia

In response to information about a rumored plct to
assassinate King, Headquarters sent Atlanta a memo-on the
eighteenth stating that the Bureau was to be advised nromptly
of information concerning violence to be directed against King.
Finally in February the Director advised the New York and
Atlanta offices to gather all previous references to King's
fortheoming book and put them in one memorandum so that the

- Bureaiz could take some action in counterintelligence or otherw
Jsice "Eo diserodit Ring or othevwise neutralize his effective-
. mess because of communist influence on rin, ')

! Eing meb en Februzry 29 with [...(b)(7)(C)....] in New

| York City.(?) ,

! . When King went to Hawaii in February,, agents from San

Francisco were sent to the island to inctail microphones in

his hotel., Sullivan justified the installation as an attempnt
to cbtain facts about King [..(b)(7)(C).}o that ..,., might be

‘used against hi .Gl)

) In March 1964, conversations continued to be intercepted
and reported. Also in March King was zpproached by two people
in gevernment: one was an invitation from Sargent Shriver to |
‘consult on a poverty study being done by OEO; the other was a

|
{
|
1
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discussion with a member of the State Department (friend of
the Kennedy's) about King's participating in a civil rizhts
memurial for President Kennedy. Among tha comments on the
Burcau memo about these contacts were that it was shocking,
| 4in view of Attorney Ceneral and White House knowledge of King s
Communist Party cormections, that is was disturbing, particu-
| larly because King was "...an ind:.vidual so fraught witch ev:.lr 5)
i O March 4, it was recommeuded to Sullivan and approved
' by Hoover that the Attorney General be given the results of
the Willard Hotel misur and more recent misurs in Hawaii and
. Los Angeles. Evans.was to tell the Attorney Genmeral that King
shouildn't be told of the information. He was provided the
information now bacause Berl Bermhard was scheduled to intex-~
- wview King in connection with a possible memorial te President
Rennedy and it was thought that the Attorney General might
. cancel the interview. The White House was also provldcd with
e .
j ] ‘the more recent _-1£ormation. L___,...w, A "J'w?‘lr 3
On March 9, 1964 GﬂCDCL) met with King in Atlanta. In '
Marsn, the Bureau proposed and carried out several significant
,actions against King., They installed 2 misur oa 2“111""0 3 _
L authorization In a Detroit hotel where King was staying. After
J_novd\hﬁ L‘n-‘-t """"qd“t"ﬁ Ilqj_vnv-r--i ﬂ-“ nar' n-g'-lnh | anavﬂ Vo“l'r 2n
honorary dapgree, hHoover aporoved hav;nv the SAC in H;luankﬂg
give the Chancellicr of the University a wonograpn ancut King
| that cited his communist party connections and reoferved to his
' being a moral degenerate, Marquette had ‘previously honored
| Poover and the Bureau memo thac recommended this action thought
it was "shocking" that the University would also honorlxlgg Q)

I
i

]
‘ CbNﬂ)CCD--- ++, whom King was considering adding to his
| staff, attended a party in New York at the Soviet Mission. As
L& counterintelllgﬁnce activity, the FBI provided the New Ycrk
"1 Daily News with this information for a news article which was
| published. Tae Director turned down a request cf Reprasenta-
| tive Swmith of Virginia for _nformation about - . . CLYXDCO «+ - ¢

| TWLbaL ¢ h/»bﬂ: }, ,7 N L¢¢1ﬁfruﬂ44H:5'755
MM rmvuh‘_ﬁlmo mv{) h)bt .
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K with the notation, "not now'.
in Lo m':gnles 'u.u..h an ..n."e) and
g ( 75

— —

I(ing was photographad by the FRI
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' CLASSIFIED: SECRET....EXEMPT- 5 USC §552(b) (1)

'-(s; : |
| In April 1904, Deloach briefad Senator Saltonstall (Mass.)
and Springiicld Co'u.ege fresident Glenn 0lds (now Presidesnt
of {ent State University) about King in an unsuecessful effort
to rr-“.-ﬂnt the awarding of an honorarv degree. Also in April
oseph Alsop publiched the article concerning King, cormmmist
cur'r.ec..ions, and Hoover's January testimony concerun'r comumist
fufluence on racial matters., King responded by critic:.‘.ing the
Burzau's concern with communism and not with racial prc-blamsca)‘

Skl e Yl o - L |
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Oon April 23, 1964 Sullilvan authorized a misur on King
in Los Angeles and one in Sacramento. Also in Aoril lloover
agprovad permitting the State Department's Bureau of Intclli-
gence and Resesarch fo read the "recalled'" monograph about Kingj.
The White House and Attorney Geaeral were tosld that King, in
'a near intoxicated state, said he was going to go on a hunger
'strike in D.C. and die unless the Civil Rights Bill was passed,
Attornay Gemeral Kennady was advised that King had refused to
debate Malcolm X. King confused the Director when, for unknown
rzascns, he had his secretary advise the FRI he was zoing to
give a cpeech in the Philadelphia area. Apparently this was
'the first time King had told the Bureau of his plans and the
Dixecector wanted to know why., In later months_and years, King
'usually told the Bureau of.-his travel plaus(?&)
| Aghwis £
' The pace of RBureau activity concerning King then sewms
to have slackered for a few months. In fact, in ¥ay 1964 |
sine Atlunca office was told to leave persomal maisrial zucut |
| KFing only in intra-Bureau communications and mot in anything |
thet migul be disseminated, However, the Mew York ocifice was |
'éircotad to canvaoss New York banks to find any accounts ol
Iing. An updated prafile of King was prepared inm oy aad sorved
28 tha juscgifisstisn for keeping Wing in Sesticn & o tha Reserre
ILudex bzcause of "subject's position as Presideat of SCLC and |
he continues to be controlled by Cormunists." The summary of ||

,the profile originally contained a statement that King "... _

(2 : ) ' 2 g
g Ceroncolidl e lho il b (0. 5 e ysmzorcy | |

S -G

In May 1964 King repeated an earlier criticism of ?he
FBIL's concern with ccoomnist influence on him and the racial
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“tilon whnich might merit exploitation by the Bureau at the propez
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movenent by saying that the Bureau snould be more concerned with
such things as beombings against black people. Also in May, the
Director congratulated the Atlanta office for some investigative
worl: that appearcd to indicatel(b)(7)(H}d prepared a letter fox
King in February. Headquarters considered this a2 most importaat
development which showed continuing ties between (b)(7)Cand King.
On May 18, Headquarters told New York to update their iaformation
on O'Dell.@L) "o } o

[

In June 1964, a Wew York attorney, Harry Wachtel, seeis
to have bescome an advisor to King. In the White Heuse, Lee
White, ilater to bacome Chairman of the Federai Power Coxmission,
had become the liaison with King and civil rights groups. When
his nzme appeared, Hoover asked, "What do we know about Leg
White?" He was provided with background informatien that same .
day. On June 3 and &4, 1964 the White House and the Attecney |
General respectively were given double or tripel hearsay infor-
mation about [eeeee(B)(7)(C)uvreerannnnacasansoranansssasnssnsnnas
tereeosneses] —On June B, HeadquaFrers sent Znother memo to
various Fisla offices reminding them to be "...extremzly alert
to any and all information avsilable bearing upon the mattexr
0f [eoeeeaa®)(7)(C)evesnzee] Ve should be alert to ary situa-

time..." Sienificantly, howaver, on the aeleventh, H2adquartars
ssat = meao to field offices in Jacksonvilles (St. Augustine '
was the scene of civii rights dswonstrations at that tine),
Atlanta zné New York eumphazizing the necessity of advising loga
police cificials, military and secret service personnel wheuevar
che Bureau received informaiion concerning a threat to King's
1ife. The memo indicated it would be embarassing to the Dureau )
if there were claims of inaction or delay concerning such thrgatqﬁ;)

1
-

On June 12, 1964 Sullivan preparcd & memo for Alan Belmont,
telling of Sullivan's meeting with a Dz. Espy, the General Secra-
tary of the National Council of Churches of Christ. D=x. Espy
wanted to know of King's communist ties. Sullivan told him of
that and of King's personal life. In the memo, Sullivan wrote,

“I think that we have sowed an idea here which may do some gdpd.ﬁgd
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In July, an internal Burszau memc justified the contin-
varce of tesurs previcusly autborized on King., On July 17,

the White lousa (Jenkias), 2ot loover's direction, was given a
descriptive summary of [.....(b)(?)(C).....-..-.........-...
veesss] The Attorney Gereral was not. ) e

' . Im mid-July King was to appear in Grzenwood, Mississippi
shortly after it was learnmed that.three civil rignts workers
were uissing in the Philadelphia, Mississippi area. Hoover did
not want to afford protecticn to Dr. King and he spoke separately
with the President and the Attormey General The President
finally told Hoover he wanted tha FEI to be with King and to
make a statement that they would investigate violations of federal
law in that ragard{?l) : Iy

e

On July 23, while listening to Xing's talephone, the A

Bureau hazard of a report of plans to kill King. The zumor was i
checiked with negative results. The Bureau was provided with a
report of checks drawn in June from Kirng's New York bank account.
The Bureau briefed Congressman Pucinski of Illimois of soma of

! hlﬁb s background., And on July 29, 1564 King was overbeard

D Lrellinz [ () (7)(C)..] he did not think Le shouid spfab iv Hro'iem

+ or Bedford - Stuyvesant (where there had been racial r;otlﬁg)

cccuse the ", ..communists groups wouid Jo' everythis g they couid

to discrediz mE“'ULJ ' f o

In sugust and Sepiember 1964, Hoover approved propes aie P
to hava an ASAC in Mew York try to get Cardimal Spe11mﬁﬂ to S
prevent the Pope from granting an audience to King, to have Ayl
.| DeLoach go| to ¢o;mar Eisenficwer Press Secretary James Hagerty 8
to prevent ABZ from doing a telavision biograph of King, and |
to have DELOECH zo to the Chairman of the Board of Curtils

. Publishing Company waich published tha Satuzday Evening Fost to fik

| pravent the publishing of an article by King in th2 magazire. L ;;ﬁ

© Aeccording to Durezn memecs, although the Cardinal was "gratified ety
g

| that the Directcor thought enough of him" to convey the informa-

& tion, the cudicrice was granted. Hoover wrote, "Astounding" on
two news articles which reported the audience. ©n a third, he

. wrote "I zm cmazed that the Pope gave an audience to such a
degenerate. (u}
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Attorney General Kennedy resigned in September and he
gave Courtney Evans the material about King's hotel activitizas
providad him on two earlier occasions by the FBI. Kennedy did
rot went the material in Department cf Justice files and ha |

recoumended that the FBI destroy it. Heover refused to do so
and directed that it be retained in 2 secure locati ::n.(’CL )

s e
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When King was overhzard telling (now Congressman) Walter
Fauntroy he was not sure he would attend a "get out the vote":
nezting of clergymen in New York because of Cardiaal Spellaan's it
conservatism, Hoover wrote, '"Have (SAC) Malone alert the Card}nal.?ﬁu Bt

In October 1964, Jawes Bland of the FBI recoumended that . o
the tesur be kept on King's home. On October 11, two wmore inm- ¢
terpal Bureou memes defined the procedure to £ollow wnen the
FRI was notified absut threats on King's 1ife. The Bureau was
to notify the Atlanta police and appropriate local police,-as
well as federal agencies. The FBI would not notify King, leav-
ing that to localpolice. Headquarters instructed Chicago to |
check on a possible account of King's at a Chicago bank. Eight
days later, Chicago recomnended against the attempt because they
had no establiched sources in this "Negrc baunk in o dezre neien-

borhend," Hoover wrete, “Shameful!" on twa news:articles, on2
announeing King winning the Mobel Peace Prize and one, aa adis -
torial, praising King and the civil righte movement.ﬁl} '

The ¥Di stepped up its campaign against King duning rhe
menft thres months in probable reaction to his getting ihe nobel |
Pzize. By this time Nichslas deB. Katzoenbach was  soting Atter~ |
rey General, On the third of Wovember, Hoovar zdvised the White

 House and the Acting Attorney General of King's ferthcoming " |
- Saturday Evening Post article but he said nothing about his |
attempt to prevant its publication., On November 5, a telephone
. conversation batween G .and King w=as overheard by the FBI..
/f( In the conversation, (b)(7)(C)was rafarred to by both men as
| s BIEIIL) s 5550 5 s pointad out that (b)(7)(Clad abidz=d by |
- earlier decisioas but now they were not in the same sitaution |
- as they were with the Kennedy Administration anéd that the Civil

/ X
Wt g I\ band o By pfidns aee, frimu, n oy j
MVV\&‘PEM o M- M'mﬂ/; i) ?/ (7 | %)7
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Rights Act had been passed. He said that (9Ce) wanted £9

* meet with King. King said that the matter could be diccussed
in a forthcoming meeting in New York and that, "...after tha
clection, it would be a rew situation'". The White House and N

. o

Acting Attorney Gzneral were advised of this information.(hal e

| CLASSIFIED: EXEMPT UNDER (b) (1) /7 M)
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A -On ﬂovembnr 12 LnFormdtion was given to tha [ (b)(7)(C )]
ssss./in the hope that the paper would expose King's possiblea
and proqa ctlve[‘.l..t-.ll-.ll-li..l...ll(b)(7_)(c)..l‘l.l....t’

..---.-...$....] 6;] T |

Tha Srnte Departmant asked for security information °bﬂ-t
- Riag becausz of the Oslo trip. On November 13, in a mano to
; the Deputy Assistant Sacrstary of State for Qecwrlt' tha Ejra=d
"""".'.'S"'.'-:l C'::‘_ [..c(b)(?)(C)-.--] Be was CalJ-Ed [--o----.--o.o--

5 ""“‘""‘"""(b)(?)(C)"“_'""'_"‘—

v
s 2
S A

w—

.....................................] Also on tne 13tn, tas .
Legac o LUNUUATWAS £old U advise tne U.S. Ambassadors to - | .
England and Nerway of King's backgreund in an effort to fores . Wi
srall emoaasy receptions Eor King. GL) o L :

On Movember 16, 1964 a memo was prepared hhlch nulle4
. together rccent 1nformation indicating "further evidances of
the influences in high places whaich Martin Luther Xing, Jr.,
and his associzta2s are able to wield." On the 18th, Hoover

()
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. - R ——
R . Stk ot
_ met with a delegation of several women reporters. Om the recozd,
» he called Ring "a notorious liar'. Hoover's remari: caused a I
sensotion. Off the record, Hoover said of King: "ile is cne of
the lowest charcocters in the country'"., Later one of these re-
porters apparently asked to cover a proposed meeting botween
Hoover and King. IHoover wrote on the memo reporting the reguest,
"I have no appointment with King and I do not 1ntend to muke|'

‘one"(a) '

|

= S
: On November 19, 1964, Frederick J. Baumgardner sent alf
- memo to Sullivan reporting a discussion batween Wachtel and |
'~ Rustin as to how to respond to Hoover's "liar" statement. The

- memo indicated that an investigation was being conducted to |
. determine Wachtel's connection with the conmunist movement. . In

| 'a rather %eugthy observation, Baumgard.er-wrote,tuﬂ : wly
.. . ."The significant thing involved hers

| | is not that these individuals have

| - “ | jumped quickly te King's defense,

- but racher that they are seizing the :
| . | opportunity, in line with a long-held - N Ol 3Ok
b .L cormunist objective, to launch a ) R
E i campaign to ocust the Dirsctor as haad. . '

of the 'l'-‘bT(&‘

|

The izzportant thing at this :
point is to fclillow this matrter ' ‘ ‘ |
closely to determine the degrea ;
to wnich King rollows cheir
advice in regard to issuing the |
statement prepared by Wachtel SR I
for we will ther have further . L
evidence of the extent to which : - i
king is heing used by communist o S
symanthizers in support of com- j
runish objectives.?{:)

- . A . - . -
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King sent Hoover a telegram responding to the Diruztu='y
callinz him a '"motorious liar". On Novamber 20, it was recoa-
monded that Hoover igncre it., Hoover wrote: "OK. But 1 can‘'t '
understand why we are unabie to get the true facts‘before the
public. We can't even get our accomplishments published. e
aro never taking the 23zressive but allow lies to ramain ua-
answerad”. A new 51 page profile of King was prepared on the
23rd. On the same day, Sullivan authorized the State Deparinunt
to brief the USIA security officer about King. The securi:y
officer then requested supporting data so that he could v~r];~dv
JLSIA. fram gpomsering Xing on a trip through Eurora, Afriza arss
the Wear East., Belma.\t approvpd d:..-.semrla."ing the m;qr..xu civn a)

o8 - | ?

| CLASSIFIED: SECRET....EXEMPT UNDER (b)(1).....

On nnvem“er ﬁ7 1964, Roy Wilkins fquEbt?d and was.
arantzad a meetcing wltb Deloach after Hoover hzd given a speech
“t Loyola Uaiversity in Chicago in which he hefcrxhd to "”“TLal
degenerates' in civil rights groups. According £o 2 memerancun
. prepared bj DeLoach of the meeting, Wilkins asked that the F3I
not ruin Ring because thac would ruin the civil rignts movemani.
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_‘qLesLad a meeting between King and the D*rector. Young said

lJltﬂﬁufitjj e
| The memo states that Wilkins said he would try to get ¥ing to
| retire. Deloach wrote that he chastized wilkins for his coimments
| about Hcover and the FBI. He said he warned Wilkins that 1f
| King wanted a war with the ¥FBI, they had the amwunition ond would
iwin. Wilkins was reported as saying he knew King was a liar and
- had sympathies toward the cormunist movement. Hoover. sent a

' letter to Pfesident Johason about the meetiug.éf; |

'
- [ .

On November 30, permission was given to the Legat in Lordon
‘ to. brief U.S. Ambassadors in Sweden and Denmark about King. On
| the same day King asked W) o discuss his five mirute accep-
tance speech with .. . (WO .. + - +++ He also said he was
| going to ask Andy Young and Harry Wachtel to_write as minute}
speech: each(yo , Ca s % |
: ' ‘
‘ . Andrew Youvg called DeLoach en Decﬂmber e . 19o4 and raﬂ'
|
that King wanted to talk about the future and not the past. !
‘DeLoach said he told Young that the "...crusade of cefaomation ' -
agaiast Mr, Hoover and the ¥BI... [the] campaign of slander aTd

| defamation against the Dirsctor and the FBI..." by King and
h~s organization behind "our” backs, musz be droppesd. loover |
 and King met iu Hoover's oifice -on December 1. Deloach sat- dm -7
on the meeting and wrote 5 10 page memo to Mohr about the meer-
'ing. One end cme half pages covered what King said; the zest |
covers woat Hoover said. This way actualiv T&PTGRFif the rela-
tive amounts of conversation. King was cverheard (uy & tup}
Ealking o a reporter and to Harry Wachtel and he t31d chem

|1

that he had spoken For. 10 minutes.and Hoover had spcken for L5 T

50 minutes. 7urin° he meeting King said he could never be =2

coimmunist ‘and be referred to his removal of .. .(uxhoccu--- .

,,Hcover covered many subjects, including FBI infiltration of the

'Klan, upgrading of local police, psycheneurotic tendzncies of .

- Gov. Wallace, assignment of northern agencs- to tha Scuth, scme

/cases, Selma, that Aubrevy Lewis (a black man) was an agent,
that there were 10 or 1l Indian agents and "“Mexican-blcoded"
'agents, and that the Sureau couldn‘t lower its standards just
| because of color. He gave King some advice: register Negrocs

S INCLASSIFED
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and educate Megores in certain skills. Hoover said he was In 903‘
favor of equality in schools and restaurants bur against busing.
He mentioned a shoeshine boy in Florida whom he knew who was a
| doctor. He told King to advise him of any bias or prejudice!
i by an agent. He told King that agents investigate and do not
. provide protection. le concluded by talking about hew good1| |
ents were with guns : . : : W
ag ze a\(ﬁq.....‘... W
el . Ou the same day DeLoach met with James Farmer at Farmer's
request, | It was similar to DeLoach's meeting with Hilkins.041‘;
‘ L ) . Y

_ Hoover memorialized a call he had from Katzenbach who' |
. had inquired about the meeting with King. He told Katzenbach .
that King was a persuasive speaker. Katzenbach-answered byY“ ' e
 saying that's all he could say about King. Hoover"told Katzenbach
.l . that King and Abernathy praised the Bureau and that he (Koover)
‘|- . had "taken the ball away from King" at the beginming of the meet-
.|  ing. Hoover sent a letter to President Johnson and descrived .
111 the meeting as most amibéble.(gv WO RS i% P ng e
: | i
_ On the same day, Joseph Sizoo of the FBI sent Sullivas
... ~a memo suggestinz that selected Negro leaders come to the FRI
. *-nn the pretext of learning the facts about what the FEI waz|' .
doing under the Civil Rights statntes, They then would be | =
told of Xing's background in an effort to have him recoved.
| The White House wculd not be advised. The sugnsstlon appeary
. .to be a follcw-up to DelLcach's meeting with Wilkins ia latz _
- .. .Novembar. The 1dea apparently did not get beyond Suliivan and . . |
" was not executed.(%;l AR VooEea s RPN G

-

_ Oon December 2, 1964, the Bureau observad press reaction
to -the meeting. A columist who took Hoover's side was sent a
- letter of appreciation; a TV commentator who said King had-
"rurned the other cheek" by seeking the meeting was sent nothing.
On the third, the Bureau was advised by a police officer who '
was assigned to protect King in Cincinnati that King had told

LSS
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him he had no controversy with Hoover; that he did not want to
-.| become involved in any controversy with Hoover; that he would

¢ be a "fool'" to become so_involved; and that he would, therefore,
. avoid press conferences(ik)

-On December 4, 1964 Wachtel told King that Nelson
Rockefeller might contr:.bu..e $250,00 to King and that Rockefellex
‘had invited King to lunch. On December 11, Headquarters sent
material to Albany for former SAC Cornelius to brief Rockefeller
about King's background. This action revealed that rhe Burcsu
had not changed its attitude about King as a result of King.s

' meeting Hoover.@) E

Fagita] + %% o 4
SR Also on December 4, 1964 Moyers called DaLnnch and |
sald that he and the Presidenc felt that an updated 13 page |
mono graph on King should be disseminated to appropriate govern-
ment officials if it was in the interest of internal securibv.,
It had been sent to the White House about two weeks previously '
ol “with a request that Moyers advise whether it should be dissemi-
nated. It was sent to Justice, State and Defense Deparcments,
CIA, USIA, and military intelligence cfficers on December 7.
.On Decemher 10, after Hoover approved it, DeLoach briefad twe

- membexs. of tha Baptist World Alliance about ¥ing's bchgr"urJ
4in an effort to Fcrestall an invitation for ¥ing o spezk ¢

the group. DaLeach had given a similar rief*ng gix mon uhs
earlier tc the Assceciate Generzl Sacrastary of the Alliouce. |
Hoover had qucg“roved a proposal to permit the ASSSCldte
Gener41 Secraetary and another to. llste* to tapes ox £l1g

General Katzenbach had called Jack Greenberg of the NAACP ~
Legal Defense Fund to discuss '"clearing" some one fur the
- Fifth Circuit. Xing said he would back whomever Greenberg
. .wanted. MHoover wrote on the memo: "This ie shkocking".  The
" information was forwarded to the White House and the Acting
| Attommey Gegerd;.(?b\ ; :

4

| .
i On December 10 1964 Wachtel advihed Kinn that Attarngy
|
|
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3 Also on December 10, after some internal discussion over
A whether the'Willdrd tapes should be complectely transcribed,
ol .DeLoach said: "I fully agree that this werk should eveqtua11y
| be done, particularly if an additional controversy arises with
T’King. I see no necessity, however, in this work being done |
'at the present time inasmuch as the controversy has quieted E
. down considprably and we are not in need of transcriptions . :
. gight now, '...hold off... until there is an actual need". K || | .
Hoover wrpte: "I think it should be done while it is fresh AN
4in the mindn of the specially trained agents. "H", It was done;f:)

; % L
R L
L
\
w

: Dn Decembar fourteen, Baumbardner characterized a praﬂ i
" posal by SCLC to put pressure on white businesses to support | -
ke la homecoming for King's return from Norway as: '"Sad commentary . ...
(i on tacticn...“ On the same day Haadqua“tars was provided wiqh 4 _
,,a listing ‘of checks drawn on King's New York account and the |
. SAC in New!York was instructed to uncover.any possible paramnqr
of ¥ing's on Long Island. Also on the 14th Sullivan proposed & |
! to Belmont that letters be sent to the White Hous2 and the 4 '
. Acting Attorney General in response to an editorial critical | o
| of Hoover and to a proposal by SCEF to send ietters critical | ﬂf‘
. of Hoover to the White House. Sullivan characterized the’ SCEP
uproposal in tenms of a conflict with King Wy e o s .:

) J
v i |
N -‘-"'!.'!‘:'-: v iy ' i Y ey e '.'L.'_'
|
\
[

: It is evident Erom the enclosed...
(that it will be given widespread dissea~
ination. This just highlights what to

. me is an indi.pub“bla fact and that is
. this Bureau has not yet emerged vic- .
- i toriouz in its conflict with Martin |
v Lather King.. I think we are deluding g B B
‘ : '“'oﬁ£SQIVe' if we balieve that King and . ?'.’b -k
.-+ + . . his followers and supporters around the ° i 0
' " - eountry have run for cover and are not - £
| : " attacking the FBI in one way or another. a3
i : In view of this situation, realism makes g
1: wandatory that we take every prudent \
step that we can take to emerge com-
.pletely victorious in this conflict.
We should not take any ineffective or
halfway measures, nor blind ourselves ;
to the realities of the situation.({;,
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:.lwhs sent more intomtion about King's personal iife by Hooverl. |

*,.'ﬁooven of | an incident which was said to have oeccurred several‘

* d!.scm:sed how King might be relieved of sowe pressures. The
A -transmssign from Atlanta naoted: "The above information is U

I...O.l.l.."\.l.l.‘ll..l...'I‘-l'.‘.I'.....II.....Il..ll.......l "W‘L

I'.“'Q—T?:.:-;...l”l“h‘!.lll..l.l...:llIL’ 204 2 L i ! “..

]
¥ fn_' ! ) Y . T.— : b Vg
|

i

e ey
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o On Decenber seventeen, Hoover sent a letter to Muvers 1
|

.n_:_:"._.n...'...O...’I.I..‘I.I‘l....I'll.l'...l...l

ﬁ‘é‘éi-é*tiy

—....l...l....I..l.ll..ll...tﬂ.-IIll...._lll........l.D.Ill..mJ

1 -l._—!-l-l-’!—’..!.:l‘l-‘l'-“'0'---54.;44.._--n--to---ouccanoo.----o...-.. .

I
"..lI.l'l'..l...l...ll.-.l.ll'.!IIIIIIl..l.l......l.l..l.'l-..|'w‘ 1

il sevesasasianssssaseasss M the nineteenth "the monograph about | |
| King was sent o the Director of ‘the National Science Foundagirom |
il in an effort to stop them from using SCLC as a recruiter of 't |

_lglack appl

Gl program. A

On December 21, 1964, NSF's D:Lrect:or, Laland I-'e.nort:h

‘ ....,..(u)(v)(c)................................,L......_u......‘1

esssssns J.,.] On the twenty-iirst, Zatzenbach was acdvised by ' :‘ |
L

'yaars be.fnm in Memphis during a Negro Baptist.Convention. 'jﬁ !
Y cnlo-.iocnolccoooono-.n-.o-lnnnaonn.na- at tom&t'.;.f}‘l ".:‘!F'Lik
.,.i:..l'Cl...l.ll..ll‘ll..'l...lllll..lll..l -waﬂ u"nL o Va_..l.\.., 'E.";
ek et e . e b S ; 5, .l "‘l'
“‘1a.l. 8 na : Rt ¢ SIS i e A AL
wclals pu. J(u; sot AR s '*"'}E"T-

i Dn D‘.cer:.ber 29, 1964 Headqx.arters was adviscd by v Atlente |
{0 tuu conversations Involving Coretta King, ona with King's i
secretary and one with Andrew Young. They discussed Hing's

 mental stete, his ramblipd conversaticns in New York, an at_geﬂ-~g_aa

fight w'l.i:h Abernathy in London and ths Hoover confliect. fThe j{ |

hg
furnished for the Bureau's information to acquaint che Bureae‘ ik
how shalken Dx. King has bacome as a result of recent events |/ |

‘and as a furfher: indication of an area where he may he vu?.nﬂrrnale
'to furtherpressures" [ol.o.c.ll'lcol.c....c(b)(?)(_c)tvo.-.I!'.I |

..'-..-l....r -.l-.l..I.ll-lII.IC...'...'........l.l.........lll’ I
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Early 1963

RS

|

" ca|January 5, 1965, Atlanta advised Headquarters that = | |

' '| King was becoming more and more upset, that he blamed the FBI | p - S
and falt his phone was tapped. On the same day a report was 0
made on the previously ordered review of King's writings and -

. books in an effort to detect possible coumunist influenca. |
The conclusion was that there were certain paral lels but no.

' casual 11 ~ On January 6, Mew York was directed to dis-

‘| creetly t.qvar King in New Yo*-l: by physicel and electronic bl g
| surveillance because he might meet a wcman there. The memo || |

| ‘indicated, "security is paramount'. Also on the sixih the

. SAC in Atlanta called the Burcau and reported that the wire-' ' |

taps indicated tha: King was very nervous and upset and was

4 not sléeping well. He believed the Burcau had his‘phone -}

s tapped lging said a tape and letter vhich referred to.the. | ! . f

.; : g : Cb)ﬁxc) e ® . . . « & ® @ e o an had been ",iwlﬂ

i eem: to his home and his- wife had read the letter. King B/ ol

said: "Thpy are out to break me".- “The SAC knew nothing of |« (L

 the tape, King said in a tapped conversat:lon that he needad' il

"f‘to talk wj.th Hoover or DeLoach.@]

i 'Ihe so-cal led-(b)mtc)- ++ + had actually been mail ed !.F '
- late Yovember 1964 by Lish Whitson, a former agent who flew i
to Flovida act ‘-ul.a.tvan s instructions. Sulliivan had urf.wiou.,‘ y‘
todd [ "« (7)., . . .J to keep the microphena topess together.
rPaillips was told to give some of the tapes to Joha Matier o i
sha, 1z, | Me mow thimks he. . . . . . C&CWC) +c- - M
)] es e s o« s » «. When Matter rcturned the tapes, therz was & EIREARY .
 composite added. Sullivan had [(WX7)()] get him non-watermarked
/| stationery. Sullivan took the tapes and the stationery and .
later gave [(b)(7)&)] a package to deliver to Whitson. The tape | .
| was accompanied by a letter advising King that " *° ° ° ,'_:_'j 'T &
‘..-' i m o '(“”C‘)"'------ e = -
Appa.rently Kinz did mot listen to the tape until he returned i
froa 0310.1. Iis wife. is supposed to have liateaad to i.. a.lso ﬂ;}

il

L . : |
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Tl Digzs and psked for advice about how to deal with Hoover, D;ggé

|| that Diggs| referred to Hoover as "old man" and "3ig Daddy", |
17 and mentioned the existence of Hoover's files. Hoover wrote:

.jf‘that King would cease any further attacks on FBI. Yet King is

1‘ There was po ceation of :hg'taps and harassmsn;TZQJ w3 e )

-

\ : . . : m\?ﬂ' !
o DUSSPEP Ssersr

|
OnlJanuar? 6, 1965, Atlanta advised Hesadquarters and l '
New York that King had been resting a2t a2 house and cnly abou

i
two people Lnew about it. While he was sleeping [..(b)(7)(C --i'.

!

|

i

fire trucks arrived but there was no fire. King balieved™
tha FBI sent tha trucks., lle believed that either the FBI or
the Georgla Dureau of Investigation was tapping his phone. He

- sald that Abernmathy had received anonymous calls. He talked
about the tape that had been mailed and wanted Young and
Abernathy to see Hoover, ''They are out to get me, harass me,
break my spirit." He said that they must go to Hoover as E ;
there just wasn't any privacy. "What I do is only between me |
and wmy Gqc%.'{o-) , s n L g I R

|

!

. On January 7, 1965, an internal FBI 'zemo proposed tha “
latters be sent to the White House and the Acting Attorney
General about King's condition., The memo referred to thae taps,
harazssment and a forthcoming meeting between King and the Direc- &4
tor. The letters were sent to the White House and the Acting . | ks

. Attorney GFneral.on the eighth but they menticned only King's =

becoming emotionally upset, his use of medication, leseveerss i

_'c-o-ai.oour.-o----nlanoo--tu--cn(b)(?)(c)oo-a-occo'-:-—--o—-—m':-ﬁ_i- | '4
! r-:_._.ﬂl:-_:gll.'.I.'..'..lllII'.l-.I-;.I.l...ll.-l—l'l..ll'l.l...ll-.-..-._r'_-.:‘ I‘ oy T2
s ut AL |

“ag

[
_ iy Sl ik : g
- At gbout this time, an aide of King's called Cougvessmpan

sugzested secing Hoover with ministers and telling him that ‘
the Bureau's harassment of King was immoral. The Bureau notgd L

- "And T thought DeLoach had commitment from Wilkins and Farmer |

spear heading this present agitation against FBI"<;J LI
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Januayy 8, 1965, Young called DeLoach and requested a
. meeting with Hoover or DeLoach. It was set for January 11.
. DeLoach told Mohr that Younz would ba toid on the eleventh
|thau the Diractor was out. He suggested that he and<{einbaugpk
meet with Young. Hoover approved. Leinbaugh was the origina-

=
TZai=k Y

 tor of thelLorraine Hotel COINTELPRO activity.éx]
Lo |
;f;‘i © On Jnnnary ? 1965, a report from two NAACP contacts
" i‘nHei‘nI)hia sa]_d g(i’]a'[ac..o-.-on.uIb)(7)(C).|oal-.a.--toot - |
”’“-::J, ‘illlotlloo.c.-tll.nlllonlaon---u'-nuoooluot..o.tl‘loccooo—.] Thase

conuaétﬁ‘we?“ Beinf developed as part of an FBL program, "Liaison
\with Groups Spouqoring Integration'. On the same day, Head- .

| bank in November 1964. () ¥ M ]

i January 8 1965, Milton Jon#s of the FBI gave Delpachi
an Italian magazine article about King's trip to Europe. Thae |
article is very racist in tone; the editor of the magazine 1;-5
had been a Fascist. It was read by Hoover. Jones forwarded ||
the article with a note: "It appears the article... contains ||
i fexvellenl: public source material for our comtacts in this [}
I;§~«ﬂount“y w\owwn uld be 1nterested in the true badks*ound of‘. g
i t,uthar K:ln (\ P E i

Josephi 3izon advised Sullivan on January 3 that he qu ‘
authorized miszurs in King's and Young's hotel rcoms in Mow Yqun

- ducts of the microphones. King, and perhaps Young and Bermacd

.Lee, an SCLG aide, discuss phone taps and information the Eugeau

‘had and how DeLoach and Hoover should Ee approacheu. Some-m%

' tion was made of Joe Rauh and the Bureau charactarizad him a
being associated with communist causes and ac being critical‘f
. 0of the Bureau. The bugs also recorded King characterizing the
,mailing of the tape as, "God's out to get you'", and as a wara~
| ing £rom God that King had not been 11vin9 up to his responsi-
|| bilities 1T relation to the role in which history had cast h;m.

B A BT

|
|
|
{

quarters received a report of checks drawn on King s New Yo rk;.,;'

.. On the tenth a three pags memorandum w2s prepared from the pro- -

R
. i

._.L“_‘_...._._.r]..._.al.\“*..m;uun-,(b__)_(72(c --_o_a._u_;..s.p-oi-—t"inlv-& > V!
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On January 11, 1965 DeLoach sent Mohr an extraordinary
memo about his (and Leinbaugh's) meeting with Abernathy and
Young. Deloach said Abernathy could not “cope" and that YounF

‘| had to taks over the conversation. Both were said to be un-

Sttt
e

b

e

able to bring themselves to talk directly about King's personal ' ﬁﬂﬁﬁ;
 1life but kept alluding to it. DeLoach took obvious delight { %f*ﬁ
| in their discomfort. When Young asked what could be done to | | £ %@

i protect SCLC from communist infiltration, Deloach told him to . | .y
['1" go to HUAC for information because FBI files were confidenti 1. )'
' | On at least two other points, DeLoach lied to them: he told

' |' Abermathy that SCLC's funds were of no concern to the FBI; aqd,}
o s

=
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“‘he said the FBI had taken no action on rumors regarding King'ls | .
- personal e, ( BRI ORI F e |
C00 7Y on January 12, 1965, 1..(7)(C)........ discussed a meat- | . [t

4 ing ++++senhad attended with King and others —o talk about R ()
! Mississippi. Also on the twelfth a proposal was made to at;empti Lo e
.| to stop Stq Peter's College from giving King an honorary degvee. .- R0
b0l - The idea was scrapped because the FBI didn't know anyone at el e

_ S§t. Péte.r_’ well enough. [__.-_-_- cessessscenas (P)(-")G:) secensecey

'....'..blil:. I-...l.lllI.l'l.'Il.l.l....'.ll.‘...lllll.l.'.l‘..

TN Y R R R Rl R R N N N N N N NN LR RN ILE R i 0
| i B

‘a_LIc_o--iu.-o;-o]rcnoo.noo-o:..l];fi‘ ) i 3 e "_}'.
ok it < S e s N R
Oa #anuary 19, 1965, Headquartars senf a memo to Denv
instructing agents to cover King's actions while in the axes
‘to give & speech but not to embarass the Bureau. King nad be
asseulted yhile in Selma and there were news photos of the
attr-CK- [.‘I. o-oo-'llouo‘tou--noo.-oc;o(b)(7)(c)!OI-..CtIOODl-I_.
! eevenssanial On_January 21, Headquarters told Atlanta to
1[4 ®()(C)eeaess] . Also on the twenty-first, Sullivan sent
. Pelmont a memo of his meeting with Ralph MeGill, Publisher oé
the Atlanta Comstitution, who had been told by the Bureau abgut
- 'l King's personal life. McGill said he was concerned and wanted
. ! to get King out of the Civil Rights movement. He said he had
: been talking with Adlai Stevenson, Bill Meyers, Ralph Bunche
| and Harry Ashxzore about it. Hoover sent a letter forwarqing
McCill's views to President thnson?AL) ST

T

oL —

Hal
|«

i
|




| «Campaign. ' On December 7, 1967 the Bureau slerted wvarious figld

"iﬂf offices and told them tc JeveIOp ghetto informants, if they l H

[
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s CONIDENTAL %" Sesper ¢

“program depigned to help blackstii,

} . '! I : | bl b R {
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On January 25, 1965, Atlanta requested a 90 day extenslon'

of the misur on King's hoase. Ori the twenty-sixth, Sizoo advised|}
Sullivan he had authorized misurs of King for two days at a
hotel in New York because of the potential for developing intelli
gence inf.qrmation.@\

X

|

Selected memoranda between February 1965 and December
1967 indicated that the Bureau continued its campaign to discre
dir and neuwtralize King. In February 1965 Atlanta was repri-
manded for not forwarding information about King quickly enoughl”
In February the Bureau proposed to seek Cardinal Spellman's hel
in preventing the Davenport, Iowa Catholic Inter-racial Council :¢
from giving King an award. Hoover said no. But in Maxch, Gov. |3
Volpe of Massachusetts was briefed by the FBI about King's back-~
ground in an effort to tone down "Martin Luther xiﬁg Day"(ﬁu ‘

C-
-
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F. Early 1967-1968 '

Thn primary conceins of the Bureau relating to Dr. King
at this time were his anti-Viet Nam statements and his planned ‘
hash1ngto1 Spring Project which later became the Poor People‘s ‘hﬁ kt

»

h2d nene, and to report weekly on pleng for the Proicct. Cn @X})h{ m

December 0, 1967 an updated menograph cf Ring was pr=npr=d !

o l j It also referred to King': ftatemcqts 'Li ;;ﬁ
about vﬁqt‘ﬂam and the Spring Project.(&) _ _‘n ooy

In December 1967, Klng was prepaz:inu a taped series of
lectures for Canadian radio. The Directoxr instructed che Le‘at
in Ottawa to determine who made the arrangemeats, including
financing, for the series. The justification was to find tha
source of funds to finance a "new program... of massive cier
disobedience demonstrations which may result in riots" The?
Director was referring to the Spring Project in which ang hﬁd
threatened| continuing demonstrations until Congress paused a

i ?E




‘support of sl:rik..ng sa;ni.tati en workers, Tne march turned
_|lviolent and King was taken by his aides and the police from the

Lo INUSSH SEoRRE

il paring a splech for Byrd to deliver in Congress to help King

-ﬁ:Othar Janu

4.« |'The ball player apparently had no respect for ¥308; [.coossvnl? £
§ ohd I l..‘!.!l'l'.ru.l..ll.,(b)(? C).l‘...l'..l.'l- i

e il

.ﬁ::kviul uce in the Spring Project and asking them to call for nen-
| viclencsa. | On Masch 21, the Diractor sent an "Urgant" tc‘e:yp
. to various field offices reminding them to carry out previous

|| down a Bure

{ then of '"the wholly disreputable character of King". It was

/[Attorney General of the involvement (L) v o v v i-J»m
ffin the ‘Project to show 'the communist help Klng is rpcelviaa
_“hls proposg? Washington Sprin° Project“ (ﬁg ; e

cl on Ma*ch 20 1968, Hoover apu*oved briefin, Ca*d1"a1' |

|'wac advised by the Bureau that Robert Kennedy (D-N Y.) had

14 attempted to contact King before he ammounced for the Presidency.
.| The next day an updated 39 page monograph about King was dissemi-
1 pasted and (b)(7)(Clas overheard aiscu351ng plars and fund rauTinb

u reguest to tap SCLC. In January Semator Robert |

On J}nuary 3, 1968 Attorney General Ramsay Clark turned
) attempted to enlist Deloach's assistance in pre-

| Byrd (D""w-

meet his "Waterloo" before the Spring Project. DeLoach refusad._
memos dealt principally with tha Project.zag Fiy

i In February 1968, the Bureau 1earned that King had met i
'in Washingtin with H, Ralph Brown and Stokely Carmichael to “|' ‘|

discuss the Project. King was angry that the two might attempﬁ
to foment wviolence. | On February 20, 1968, at the request of |f gl
the White House, the Bureau interviewed a former baseball player.|

‘-".""...‘"'..

Gessssasesepesscransssnss LL}

‘Hoover approved another updating o£ Kihg'é monograph ' &
‘to be complg*ed by March 14, 1968 so that it could be dissemina-'|
ted to govermnment officilals before the Spring Project to renin !

also "ecomm#nded and approved to advise the White House and the

it

|
fri: %

'0*Boyle and Biz hap Lord of Washington about the potential for |
o]

4 ;
i
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‘instructions concerning the Project. On March 25, the PreaidﬂntJ"

it A Ay P _'— R T
i "'-_ ke . ...a-.,..-‘__.- . ‘_.

far tna Prpject.(ﬁd for s ;ﬁ.:»'

oy On March 28, 1968 Dpr. Kiﬂg 1ed a march in FEmpaxs,—ihE

area tc“§”§g11day ;nn, As a COIN“ELPRD hctiVLty, Hoover approvad
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sen Lng th following information to "friendly" news media-

}1\

Wbl‘

' . Martin Luther King injected himself
into the strike in Memphis,.. and the
result of King's famous espousal of

'%‘ ‘'nonviolence was vandaliam, looting and

| xiot. @,\
I Previously, King 1nvolved 'him.self
. |in this strike, called for a general
i 1strike, and called for a ma2ss march.
.-|foday he led the mass march in an -

.« |lautomobile at the head of the line.
" .''Negroes began shouting 'black power'
|and trouble began. King, apparently -
4 (unable or unwilling to control the -
" marchers, absented himself from the
|scene; winﬁgy breaking and 1ooting

A R

'broka out,

,f¢-{'*f

% Mbmphis may only be the preladai -
' [to the civil- strife in our hation'ﬂ ;
{. o cnpﬁ!-O]. C.\ ; M

" On ﬂarch 29! and 30, 1968 King engaged in several overhaard
‘telephone. | onvc.rsations and meetings,
~discuss the Hewphis violence.

il
~ome with _[(L)(‘))((ﬂ!:o i

He was excremely dejected and

adversely affected,

|
n A
i )
1

X He told
-f‘ others, 11y,
’M 1 andefg)( f %nfxizjxg

oAl

The press was critical.

LS

considered his imoge and the image of nonviolence to have beel.;.

At

|1 sidered abandoning Memohis and the Spring Project;
. i’ a public fast. Aides feared for his safety if he returned to

\V Memphis, trongly urged him to go forward with his pl

' he was not responsitle for the violence of ||

after a long meeting in Atlanta with hig s ._fﬁ
decided to return tc Memphis (i,.,)

£irst he com
he consldey

1
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i On April 1, 1963, the Bureau advised the White Houssy.* /,;wn»}f/

b) l
but not Attorney Generﬂl Clarik, of a tapped discussion batween " f, o

- (B)(7)(Ciad iing concerning the Presidential race between Johnson, X'’ rrﬂ’/
. Kennedy and McCarthy. On April 2, Attorney Genmeral Clark tuTl:npc. ;\ ,:
N | (dovm a request to tap SCLC in Atlmta and uashington{u T A

n The Bureau directed four specific COINTELPRO act:.vi‘.ies
| against Ring in 1268. Most were clearly designed to have an

- adverse effect on the Spring Project, particularly with respect
to fund raising. 'One, of course, conccrned 's staying at

tljehhal:nday Inn in Memphis % 4,1,,71 m "y ¢1MMM:¢/M '}f“,

At df bl W b W Ande Gind 5;“.
k.mg was assassinated' in }!emphis on April b, 19685 __ v ik o

WX@]continued to give advice to Coretta King, Andrew Youn: wt t"‘

at\u others. The Bureau continued their campaign against King ' ﬂg-

by various periodic briefings designed to thwart declar:mg ] Lt
ngh, 8

_ May a nat:.onal holiday.ﬁ,
ﬂw M\J/f k. L,M-d. /U\wm g 3
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