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JiX and ding assassinstion and PA records aypeals Herold Wedsberg 1/13/60

Informants

Robert KaflTke

Withholding of what is disclosed in ¥Warren Commission records

Whidle the records to wideh & refer below ave of t e JIK assassination investi-
@tionthﬂpr‘;@ncipleeapplrto the King case and all velates to a FA appeal on which
you have not scted,

There is no question about the right and need to protect authentically confie
deptial informants, those who provide real information as distinguished from their
own fabrications for their own purposes. You will, I am confidsnt, recall that I
heve notified you and tho FHI of what I believed to be insdventent ddsclo-ures of
informant identification so that reading room coples could be reblsced with those
not maidng 1dentification ddgslosure.

Serial % is one of many 105«82555 records relating to Robert Kaftke, an
informent of the San “rancisco police and the Fil. My earlier ap eals relsating to
Mm inelude records from other files. With regard to this Serdal I also appeal the
withholdings by excision,

Although I perceived that Kafike was an informant before locating FII records
in which it discloses this fact and I believe I then aprealed, SEl¥ records do
include hiw identification, by name find role willeiothers add confusion and can cuuse
hamm to others because of the withholdings of what the FEI itself disclosed.

FEEQ's reason for disclosing Kaffke's ddontification is stated in Serial 242
"Buresu guestions the veracity...end ia lizht of Kaffke's exnressions of mympathy
for Gi¥Xhd Castro Lureau does not desire to protect his identity (oblditeration)!

FELE was correct in questioning KafTke's verscity when he reported that one
4rnold Kessler had dined with Oswald in Mexdice City long after Uswald had left there.
The resulting investizstion, whick extended to South America, wa. quite costly and
aithouh thls falry tells had not been confirmed, it had been reportod to the Werren

“orrdssdon, wideh wa {aflucnced by ite



This mrallels many situations in the Kng investigation, & number of which I
have gp.culed. There the Vil nade selective disclosure of the identification of
informants, licdting it to thome it wanted the libuse nsses:ins comzittee to be
dsceivel and misled by. This is what happoned end now the Doperitument's newest self-
investigation 1s liudted to this hoiame Haturelly esough there ¥ill be a self-
awarded elosn Bdll of hoalth,

in the King case the FEL also engeged in tricky filing, eliminating from its
HURETR £ile those records most embarrassing to it, like its intrusions into the
logal dofenses of the Ray wothers{ through infornsnts of whom twe are kaown,
Patterson and Geprert. Here it gets even trickeries, with the Departmofnt's
election of in cewera insjection of witbholiings and the Deravtment's selection of
the records to be exazined by the Coirt, which lacks knowledge of such matters
as what has been disclosed, like the identifications of informants. The potential
for dececdving and misleading the lourt &s inavessed by your fatlure 4o aot oun &y
eppeals of long szd.

With regard to Xafflke, I filed a Pi appsal in which I asked for a search of all
relevant {iles Yo see if he inforsed on me, @irectly or indirectly, from lis having
been prosent ef e study group I was saksd to addreas and fres Mo association with
one who was then s friend of mine, I did file P A reguesta with Hy and all {isld oiffices.
dmd while holdlng 2 to bo @ public person the FII did make salective disclosure of
%aan Cufmﬁory rooords reinting to e in both Xing snd JPK cuces.

iIf the Fil cen withhold or disclese 9a the basbs of its lidng or disldc: of
Vvicws or its opinion of veracity, I do not beliove 4t cen apply thia standard

ingaaaistenily, arbitrarily and capriciocusly in historical casese



