
Introduction 

W
h

en
 th

at tim
e is g

o
in

g
 to

 b
e I d

o
n

't h
ap

p
en

 to
 k

n
o

w
, 

but I believe they w
ould and w

ill be m
ade. 

T
h
e tru

e P
arty

 m
em

b
er is read

y
 to

 d
en

o
u
n
ce 

h
is o

w
n
 p

ast at th
e d

ro
p
 o

f a h
at; b

u
t M

r. T
ay

lo
r 

set so
m

e k
in

d
 o

f reco
rd

 in
 h

is b
rief ap

p
earan

ce b
e-

fo
re th

e C
o

m
m

ittee, an
d
 th

e C
o
m

m
ittee su

cceed
ed

 
in

 red
u

cin
g
 A

m
erica to

 a p
arty

 an
d

 A
m

erican
ism

 to
 

its "lin
e." T

h
e C

o
m

m
ittee h

ad
 alread

y
 p

erfected
 its 

tech
n
iq

u
e o

f p
reem

p
tiv

e id
eo

lo
g

izin
g

—
th

e attem
p

t 
to

 th
w

art an
 en

em
y
 b

y
 stren

u
o
u
sly

 im
itatin

g
 h

im
. 

O
f co

u
rse, th

e C
o
m

m
ittee still criticized

 C
o
m

-
m

u
n
ists w

h
en

 
th

ey exacted ideological conform
ity 

an
d
 sw

ift co
n
v
ersio

n
s. It h

eard
 sev

eral tim
es h

o
w

 
screen

w
riter A

lb
ert M

altz h
ad

 b
een

 d
iscip

lin
ed

 fo
r 

say
in

g
, in

 a 1
9
4
6
 N

ew
 M

a
sses article, th

at "w
riters 

m
u
st b

e ju
d
g
ed

 b
y
 th

eir w
o
rk

 an
d
 n

o
t b

y
 th

e co
m

-
m

ittees 
th

ey
 jo

in
." M

o
ck

in
g

 p
o
litical stan

d
ard

s o
f 

criticism
, h

e recalled
 h

o
w

 L
illian

 H
ellm

an
's an

ti-
N

azi p
lay

, W
atch

 o
n
 th

e R
h

in
e, w

as denounced by 
N

ew
 M

a
sses 

d
u

rin
g

 th
e
 tim

e
 o

f th
e
 H

itle
r-S

ta
lin

 
p

a
c
t, a

n
d

 th
e
n

 p
ra

ise
d

 a
fte

r H
itle

r's in
v

a
sio

n
 o

f 
R

ussia. 

M
altz w

as called to account for his deviations—
ty

p
ically

, at a cell m
eetin

g
 in

 a H
o
lly

w
o
o
d
 n

ig
h
t-

clu
b
. H

e d
id

 h
is R

o
b
ert T

ay
lo

r recan
tin

g
 act in

 th
e 

D
a

ily W
o

rker. Jo
h

n
 H

o
w

ard
 L

aw
so

n
, co

n
v
en

er o
f 

M
arxist salons in H

ollyw
ood, w

as as devout a front-
w

atch
er as th

e C
o

m
m

ittee's o
w

n
 

J. 
B

. M
atthew

s 
(w

h
o

se w
h

o
le first fam

e rested
 o

n
 th

e n
u

m
b

er o
f 

fronts h
e h

ad
 jo

in
ed

) . 
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B
y
 1

9
4
7
 th

e
 H

o
u
se

 C
o
m

m
itte

e
 o

n
 U

n
-

A
m

erican
 A

ctiv
ities h

ad
 b

een
 in

 ex
isten

ce fo
r al-

m
o
st a d

ecad
e. B

u
t it h

ad
 b

een
 a sh

ab
b
y
 an

d
 b

ack
-

street o
p

eratio
n

, sp
ecializin

g
 in

 an
ti-S

em
itic an

d
 

racial in
sin

u
atio

n
s u

n
d

er tw
o

 S
o

u
th

ern
 D

em
o

crats 
as chairm

en (M
artin D

ies and John S
. W

ood) . R
e-

. sp
ectab

le C
o
n
g
ressm

en
 av

o
id

ed
 it. W

h
en

 th
e n

a-
tio

n
's b

est-k
n

o
w

n
 an

ti-S
em

ite, G
erald

 L
 K

. S
m

ith
, 

w
as asked before the C

om
m

ittee in 1946, R
epresent-

ative John R
ankin w

anted to get his opinion on the 
ev

ils o
f th

e N
ew

 D
eal, n

o
t to

 q
u
estio

n
 h

im
 o

n
 h

is 
an

ti-S
em

itic activ
ities. S

m
ith

 w
as treated

 lik
e a 

friendly expert w
itness. 

B
ut things began to change in 1947. T

he off-year 1 
electio

n
 o

f th
e p

reced
in

g
 y

ear h
ad

 created
 th

e first 
R

epublican C
ongress in sixteen years and it seem

ed 
to

 p
resag

e th
e d

efeat o
f H

arry
 T

ru
m

an
 in

 1
9
4
8
. A

 
R

ep
u
b
lican

 ch
airm

an
 (J. P

arn
ell T

h
o

m
as) an

d
 

chief counsel (R
obert S

tripling) led the C
om

m
ittee 

n
o

w
, an

d
 a b

rig
h

t n
ew

 C
o

n
g

ressm
an

 lik
e R

ich
ard

 
N

ix
o

n
 co

u
ld

 see th
at an

x
iety

 o
v
er C

o
m

m
u
n
ism

 
m

ade the C
om

m
ittee a place of opportunity instead 

o
f ig

n
o
m

in
y
. A

 n
ew

ly
 ag

g
ressiv

e T
ru

m
an

 h
ad

 
lau

n
ch

ed
 th

e C
o
ld

 W
ar in

 th
e sp

rin
g

 o
f 1

9
4

7
 w

ith
 

his plan to "rescue" G
reece and T

urkey. S
im

ultane-
ously he introduced a new

 loyalty program
, extend-

in
g
 in

v
estig

atio
n
 to

 all fed
eral em

p
lo

y
ees (a stan

d
-

a
rd

 n
o
t e

v
e
n
 im

p
o
se

d
 in

 w
a
rtim

e
) . T

ru
m

a
n
's 

Justice D
epartm

ent convened the N
ew

 Y
ork grand 

ju
ry

 th
at w

o
u

ld
 lead

 to
 S

m
ith

 A
ct p

ro
secu

tio
n
s fo

r 
m

ere m
em

b
ersh

ip
 in

 th
e C

o
m

m
u
n
ist P

arty
. T

h
e A

t- 

7 

fro
m

 G
a
rry

 W
ills' In

tro
d

u
c
tio

n
 to

 S
C

O
U

 IR
E

L
 T

IM
E

, b
y

 L
illia

n
 H

e
llm

a
n

 
(B

an
tam

 ed
. 1

9
7
7
) 
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In
tro

d
u
ctio

n
 

In
tro

d
u
ctio

n
 

to
rn

ey
 G

en
eral arrested

 G
erh

art E
isler u

n
d
er th

e 
k
in

d
 o

f p
resid

en
tial w

arran
t u

sed
 in

 w
ar, an

d
 d

e-
tain

ed
 h

im
 o

n
 E

llis Islan
d
. J. E

d
g
ar H

o
o
v
er m

ad
e 

tw
o
 p

erso
n
al ap

p
earan

ces b
efo

re th
e H

o
u
se C

o
m

-
m

ittee to call the C
om

m
unists a "fifth colum

n" jus-
tifying the expanded spyw

ork his force had engaged 
in

 d
u
rin

g
 th

e w
ar. A

n
o
th

er H
o
u
se co

m
m

ittee (A
p
`- 

p
ro

p
riatio

n
s) lau

n
ch

ed
 an

 attack
 o

n
 ten

 S
tate D

e-
partm

ent em
ployees as loyalty risks—

and S
ecretary 

G
eorge M

arshall dism
issed them

 all w
ithout a hear-

in
g
. T

h
e S

en
ate sh

o
w

ed
 its m

u
scle b

y
 g

ettin
g
 Jo

h
n
 

C
arter V

incent transferred from
 the F

ar E
ast desk at 

I 
S

tate. B
u
t p

erh
ap

s th
e m

o
st o

m
in

o
u
s th

in
g
 th

at h
ap

-
pened in that busy spring of 1947 w

as the com
pila-

tio
n
 o

f th
e A

tto
rn

ey
 G

en
eral's L

ist, T
h
is w

as o
rig

i-
n
ally

 p
ro

p
o
sed

 as an
 in

tern
al d

o
cu

m
en

t, to
 assist in

 
im

plem
enting T

rum
an's loyalty tests. A

 checklist of 
organizations w

ith four kinds of ties—
to C

om
m

un-
ist, F

ascist, totalitarian, or subversive view
s—

w
ould 

be used to screen federal em
ployees. M

em
bership in 

o
n
e o

f th
em

, o
r en

o
u
g
h
 o

f th
em

, w
o
u
ld

 in
d
icate an

 
area fo

r in
v
estig

atio
n
 b

efo
re an

 ap
p
lican

t co
u
ld

 b
e 

ap
p
ro

v
ed

 fo
r a jo

b
. Y

et later in
 th

e y
ear, w

h
en

 T
ru

-
m

an
 w

as u
sin

g
 A

tto
rn

ey
 G

en
eral T

o
m

 C
lark

 to
 

prom
ote the M

arshall P
lan as a shield against C

om
-

m
unism

, the L
ist w

as published. 
T

h
is w

as a p
ro

fo
u
n
d
 v

io
latio

n
 o

f civ
il rig

h
ts in

 
itself, and the basis for all kinds of later violations—
by C

ongress, by individual em
ployers, by entrepre-

n
eu

rial b
lack

listers. W
ith

o
u
t ch

arg
in

g
 an

y
 illeg

al 
8 

acts, w
ithout supplying the grounds for its proscrip-

tio
n
, w

ith
o
u
t o

fferin
g
 a m

ach
in

ery
 fo

r in
d
iv

id
u
al 

rep
ly

, th
e g

o
v
ern

m
en

t b
ran

d
ed

 as p
u
tativ

ely
 d

is-
lo

y
al an

y
 citizen

 w
h
o
 b

elo
n
g
ed

 to
 o

n
e o

f a larg
e 

num
ber of organizations. T

his w
as soon extended in 

th
e p

u
b
lic m

in
d
 to

 in
clu

d
e th

o
se w

h
o
 m

ig
h
t h

av
e 

g
iv

en
 m

o
n
ey

 to
 o

n
e su

ch
 o

rg
an

izatio
n
, o

r atten
d
ed

 
its m

eetings. T
he L

ist, intended to supply prim
a fa-

cie reason for investigating federal em
ployees, w

as 
used to deny people em

ploym
ent in any responsible 

p
o
sitio

n
, p

riv
ate o

r p
u
b
lic. T

h
e g

o
v
ern

m
en

t h
ad

 
m

ade a m
assive vague charge w

hich it need not sus- 
tain

 in
 co

u
rt. A

n
d
 n

o
w

 an
y
 p

riv
ate citizen

, arm
ed

 
w

ith
 th

e L
ist, co

u
ld

 im
p
u
g
n
 an

o
th

er citizen
's lo

y
-

alty
 w

ith
 w

h
at lo

o
k
ed

 lik
e th

e au
th

o
rizatio

n
 o

f th
e 

U
n
ited

 S
tates G

o
v
ern

m
en

t. F
ro

m
 th

is sin
g
le act 

arose the w
hole blacklisting cam

paign, the doctrine 
of guilt by association, the decade-long search of old 
letterh

ead
s an

d
 d

o
n
atio

n
s an

d
 atten

d
an

ce lists, th
e 

c
o
b
w

e
b
b
y
 strin

g
in

g
 o

f "tie
s" fro

m
 sh

a
d
o
w

 to
 

shadow
. 

T
h
e M

cC
arth

y
 era d

o
es n

o
t d

ate fro
m

 1
9
5
0
, 

w
h
en

 Jo
sep

h
 M

cC
arth

y
 m

ad
e h

is first ch
arg

es. It 
d
ates fro

m
 1

9
4
7
, fro

m
 th

e jo
in

t effo
rts o

f T
ru

m
an

, 
A

ttorney G
eneral T

om
 C

lark, and J. E
dgar H

oover. 
T

hey gave the H
ouse U

n-A
m

erican A
ctivities C

om
-

m
ittee its w

eap
o
n
s—

th
e lists it co

u
ld

 u
se o

n
 w

it-
n
esses, th

e lo
y
alty

 p
ro

g
ram

 fo
r w

h
ich

 it co
u
ld

 d
e-

m
an

d
 ev

er stricter en
fo

rcem
en

t, th
e p

resu
m

p
tio

n
 

th
at a citizen

 is d
islo

y
al u

n
til p

ro
v
ed

 lo
y
al, th

e d
e-

n
ial o

f w
o
rk

 to
 an

y
 m

an
 o

r w
o
m

an
 w

h
o
 w

o
u
ld

 n
o
t 
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