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A

ssociated
 P

ress 

- 
J. W

allace L
aP

rade, left, w
as asked by the attorney gen

eral to alter h
is testim

on
y. 

nesses to change their grand jury tes-
tim

o
n
y
. B

u
t it is co

n
sid

ered
 u

n
u
su

al 
fo

r th
e Ju

stice D
ep

artm
en

t to
 in

itiate 
such proceedings after a recom

m
enda-

tion to prosecute has been m
ade. 

- It is ev
en

 m
o

re u
n

u
su

al fo
r th

e at-
to

rn
ey

 g
en

eral to
 m

ak
e su

ch
 an

 ap
-

peal personally. 
L

aP
rad

e's p
o
ten

tially
 p

erju
rio

u
s 

te
stim

o
n

y
 w

a
s g

iv
e
n

 to
 a

 fe
d

e
ra

l 
g
ran

d
 ju

ry
 in

 N
ew

 Y
o
rk

 in
 J

a
n

u
a
ry

 
1977. 

A
 civ

il rig
h

ts d
iv

isio
n

 ta
sk

 
force 

-then heading the investigation recom
-

m
en

d
ed

 to
 B

ell a few
 m

o
n
th

s later 
;that L

aP
rade be charged w

ith perjury 
as p

art o
f a first w

av
e o

f in
d

ictm
en

ts 
in the investigation. 

B
ell ch

o
se at th

e tim
e, h

o
w

ev
er, to

 
o
b
tain

 th
e in

d
ictm

en
t o

n
ly

 o
f Jo

h
n
 J. 

K
e
a
rn

e
y
, a

 fie
ld

 su
p
e
rv

iso
r w

h
o
 

tw
o
rk

ed
 fo

r L
aP

rad
e, iri co

n
n
ectio

n
 

w
ith alleged m

ail-openings and w
ire-

taps. 
L

aP
ad

re w
as- n

am
ed

 
a

s a
n

 u
n

in
-

d
icted

 co-conspirator. 
- T

h
at A

p
ril in

d
ictm

en
t trig

g
ered

 a 
-sto

rm
 o

f p
ro

test b
y
 F

B
I ag

en
ts and 

th
eir su

p
p

o
rters a

n
d

 it is g
en

era
lly

 
.co

n
sid

ered
 th

a
t B

ell th
en

 b
eg

a
n

 to
 

;q
u

estion
 th

e cou
rse of th

e in
vestiga-

ttion
. 

7
-A

b
ou

t-th
e 	

pri- 
I vately w

ith
 an

oth
er p

oten
tial d

efen
d

-
an

t. assistan
t F

B
I d

irector A
n

d
rew

 J. 

of the case w
ithout either B

ell's prose-
cu

to
rs o

r D
eck

er's law
y
er p

resen
t, a 

b
reach

 o
f leg

al d
eco

ru
m

 th
at th

e at-
torney general now

 acknow
ledges w

as 
incorrect. 

B
ell said in a recent interview

 that 
criticism

 o
f th

e D
eck

er m
eetin

g
 w

as 
justifiable. "I rem

em
ber I w

as sort of 
startled m

yself w
hen I ended up talk-

ing [w
ith him

]," he said. 
B

u
t th

e atto
rn

ey
 g

en
eral rejected

 
the suggestion that he had to be espe-
cially careful of appearances in such a 
sensitive internal investigation. 

"It's only the w
eak people w

ho lean 
over backw

ards against their ow
n peo-

p
le," h

e said
. "I'm

 n
o

t so
 lack

in
g

 in
 

confidence as that" 
B

ell m
ade increasingly critical com

-
m

ents about the civil rights team
's in-

v
estig

atio
n

 in
 th

e m
o

n
th

s after th
e 

_K
earney indictm

ent. A
nd he began to 

u
rg

e th
at L

aP
rad

e b
e recalled

 an
d

 
given

 a ch
an

ce to ch
an

ge h
is earlier 

testim
on

y, sou
rces said

. 
F

in
ally, in

 early D
ecem

b
er, L

aP
rad

e 
an

d
 h

is N
ew

 Y
ork

 attorn
ey. T

h
om

as 
-B

olan
, m

et at th
e Ju

stice D
ep

artm
en

t 
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m

iV
ash

in
w

tosi P
ost S

tA
II W

riter 

• 
A

ttorney G
eneral-G

riffin B
 B

ell re-
jected a recom

m
endation that a high-

ran
k
in

g
 F

B
I o

fficial b
e in

d
icted

 fo
r 

p
erju

ry
 last y

ear, an
d
 in

stead
 p

erso
n
-

ally
 ask

ed
 th

e v
eteran

 ag
en

t to
 co

r- 
rect his sw

orn testim
ony. 

T
he .appeal to .J. W

allace L
aP

rade, 
b
ead

 o
f th

e F
B

I's larg
e' N

ew
 Y

o
rk

 
field

 o
ffice, illu

strates th
e p

ro
b
lem

s 
 

B
ell has faced in his dual role of over-

seein
g th

e F
B

I an
d

 th
e in

v
estig

atio
n

 
o

f alleg
ed

 illeg
al b

reak
-in

s b
y

 F
B

I 
agents during the early 1970s. 

H
e is expected to announce his deci-

siohs on further prosecutions in these 
so

-called
 "b

lack
 b

ag
" rases early

 th
is 

w
eek. 
T

h
e atto

rn
ey

 g
en

eral to
ld

 L
aP

rad
e, 

according to sources fam
iliar w

ith the 
m

eetin
g

, th
at h

e d
id

n
't w

an
t to

 in
d

ict 
- an

 F
B

I ag
en

t —
 esp

ecially
 n

o
t fo

r p
er-

jury —
 because it w

ould reflect badly 
o
n
 all F

B
I ag

en
ts w

h
o
 are called

 to
 

testify in court cases. 
B

ell is k
n
o
w

n
 to

 v
iew

 h
is b

rief en
' 

counter w
ith L

aP
rade as a sincere ef-

fo
rt to

 fin
d

 th
e tru

th
 ab

o
u

t w
h

o
 au

-
thorized the break-ins and surveillance 
'of radical fugitives. 

B
ut his conduct in the episode con-

cerns som
e Justice D

epartm
ent attor-

n
ey

s b
ecau

se it can
 b

e v
iew

ed
 as an

 
ex

am
p

le o
f a d

o
u

b
le stan

d
ard

 o
f ju

s-
tice, o

f sp
ecial treatm

en
t fo

r an
 F

B
I 

ag
en

t th
at w

o
u

ld
 n

o
t b

e afford
ed

 th
e 

.average citizen. 
P

rosecutors son
ietim

et p
erm

it w
it- 



. 

with Benjamin-  R. Cltiletti, 	,o1 
. the criminal „division, and .other Jug. 

attorneys. 	 • 
Bell joined the meetingfor 'only a 

few minutes to make his personal ap- 
peal for LaPrade to tell the truth, ac- 

-cording -to-  sources. 	-- 
It was also in early December that 

/the fbie-member civil rights division 
team asked to be taken off the case 

-because of what were:  said to be dif. 
ierenees in strategy._  

A new 10-member task fOrce took 
over and began concentrating on high-
level officials at FBI headquarters 
who may have approved the break-ins. 
Bell has been considering their recom-
mendations for the past few weeks. 

There have been indications, first 
reported in The Los Angeles Times, 
that the task force recommended 
some kind of prosecutions of former 
FBI Director L. Patrick Gray III, as 
well as W. Mark Felt, the former No 
2 man in the .bureau, and Edward S. 
Miller, who was head of the FBI's do-
mestic security division during the pe- 
riod of the break-ins. 	. 

Justice is reported to have proposed 
that the men plead guilty to minor 
charges of civil rights violations. La-
Prade's case is expected to be handled 
through a 'disciplinary proceeding, 
perhaps even dismissal. 


