Cary Cohn : a/22/18
1401 16 St., oW
sashiaggton, J.o. 2003

Rear Gury,

While 1 have only a limited idea of whab Lows was woridng o for Yack when lLe
chonel e I have o houoh thai what lics behind todar's Jost wiowy may o relevand.
TiE heudline $s VB Beging lutemal Uvede of Sfiicials.” The whory is it Mds
uweweat of oo endlesg intermal investigations and re=invesitigations is 1o e W th
su~callei “fiice of ftrofeasioml Repponsibility,.

A convaniont reading on Uik for you and “es \to whow a carben sepurately) ic that
they hud the meeoidz I ogave Murray and covered it uiy Those meorda wern pelevant in

thelr bert-lmown roport bul thwy still CUpPTREs-de
AR in the widtewpahing npency the Peondblicans et in DJ with the Uowelllan sivles

The cuxvent dneuiry is suvvosed to demi with false uweardng, which at least in
part waw one of sce's interests whan he rhoned.

i8I felsi swearily 45 COMGOPLLGG. Headlye & have Leny cxamplos. dhey sweur
Yalsely with regularity in Frostow of Inforwetion Cugil, 101 elawple. LThe vesult 1s not
ouly the negaidon of the 4ot but enoruous costs io the governncat in what the fulpe
guarliy: ensblen ip non-conplicnee. The cort 2n ne dlets litigation snlene is frrtoctic,
{I trinic part of +he rurpeee is to ley o basis for secudng "relisf™ frow ih Congreas. )

Yutad with voue of thisc falue suearing in my Civil Aetien T5-1906 [ wrote Ulmrence
Lelley about ite (UF course he rever cog thoe letter, The reaponse wus probablv by +he
vorjuring ageot., Tl rasponee sipned by kelley referred me +o O, T *therefore agked
VIR Yo lovesticate this false gwcarings, I1'n uot cheeling the rocords bus ny guens ig
that it w .o two years apo. No response.

diotection of the ML 4n such false swearing is comeonplece, It ertends to the
‘rest of Ld. a8 an erample and in +this some litigation the guy who was in charee of Lip
“ou York #rund jury in thia FEI perjury caze and the bresidis - b= ¢ad others later
quit, i believe to protcet themselves = slac swore Tuloelys Cowmon ze false ewemring
is in thet cpce his 48 porkaps the most sweeing. Hio neme 15 Stephen lorn. dnd his
FOL4 nttitude in this case iz turn the r-cuest down Tirsi aud then hoke up cowe
legal poobledesook to cover it., 1 huve tha records ani 4+ put thew in tos court recond.

if you swant to carvy ohis farthur You are welcomne,

{n the Hev wnrt ot the Xin~ espa snd +he TRCOTT yon have slvendy tgad, tie oue 4 aave
“es, L an gertain the Ful had already dons the tapring and baping or had 1% done ana
was seeidng permiseion to cover i+, alss enrvonplace. I am alsp cure thers was »n black
lag dons or ine hay sister, cru. alpert (Gerol ) Paprer, (The =ouse asnmseing enmd teo
is giviug her a rough time »ght now. 4s long es flark Lane ir kay's lawyer tnere is
a lims i to what 4 cop give wvon oot 'n tellin: you I am not just theorizine and that
Ehern vas at least anothor blask bag Job of wnich 4 do hawe proof = plua g false
alffidavit to cover it,

ey

Ca the King caso ihiz FII hed a nusber of inside informers, dnsluting in 3010
headquarters 1a Atlants bul iu adany other ploesse I kmow thet oun in Atlsnta nag a prior
oriulrel recoid, which gevy the FEI the handle. I jave a action wio one was ia Phila,

(I also thirk but can't urove taus they slceed thds character 6o Jin Wegar and me
during the Ray evidentisry hearing in Uctober 19744 Thin uee of informers continued
alter tos idng assassination. in Laoct the agent who ren thom in atlanta aud was alag

the open SCIL contact is one of the heroes in Lane's erappy booke

Do you wondar at the derenstrations by FBI asents? llow many of them may not be
in the same boat if there ia “very any real investigation?

Sincerely, Harold W elabury



FBt[[ F$gii1s Internal Probe of Officials

Chatles R, Babcock
—  ‘Washington Post Staff Writer

The FBI has begun an internal in-
vestigation of whether its officials, in-
cluding James B. Adams, the new No.
2 man, deliberately hid from congres-
sional investigators the extent of the
bureau’s allegedly illegal break-ins, A

The new “administrative inquiry
was delegated to the FBI by Attorney
General Griffin B. Bell when he an-
nounced the indietment of FBI former
acting director L. Patrick Gray IIL
and two high-ranking aides 10 days
ago, The men were char%ed' with ap-

ADAMS, From A1l

if anyone, knew the information was
incomplete,” Adams said. “I can and

will tell you that I didn't know” the -

information was wrong,

Adams, who was named associate
director just three weeks ago, said he
will have no role in reviewing the
work: of the new inguiry because the
internal FBI investigators will Teport
directly to FBI Director William H.
Webster. “I do expect to be inter.
viewed,” he said. ;

FBI officials told the congressional
investigators that they had uncovered
no evidence that the so-called “black-
bag” jobs continued after 1966, when
FBI then-director J. Edgar Hoover or-
dered that breakdns against domestic
targets be stopped.

In July 1975, then FBI director Clar-
‘ence M. Kelley told reporters the
same thing.

In the spring of 1976, however, the
FEI found records which showed that
agents from the New York fleld office
were still conducting break-ins in 1972
and 1973. :

That discovery triggered what be-
came a criminal investigation by a
team of Justice Department eivil
rights attorneys under the direction
of Assistant Attorney General J, Stan-
ley Pottinger. -

It also led Kelley to announce that
he had been deceived by unknown
subordinates.

Pottinger, now a Washington attor-
ney, said in a telephone interview that
he told members of the Senate com-
mittee in late May that they had been

\

proving break-ins agailnst friends and
relatives of members of the radical
Weather Underground in the early.
1970s.

The FBI's office of professional re-
sponsibility will conduct the inquiry,
with the goal of determining “the
causes of the FBI's failure to discover
and report all instances of surrepti-
tious entry,” according to Bell.

That unfinished part of the Juslt.lce
Department investigation was given
littilae notice at the time the indiet.
ments were announced.

But FBI and Justice officlals con-

JAMES B. ADAMS

« «« “I do expect to be interviewed.” -

misinformed by the FBI the year be-
fore. He 'then incorporated the possi-
ble cover-up investigation into  the
larger inquiry, he said. . it

That summer, Richard Fogel, who
directed the GAO study of the FBI do-
mestic  intelligence investigations,

learned that in one instance, at least,

he too had received bad information.

~-perjury. - |

sider the new inquiry important be-
cause of Adams' potential involve-
ment and because it raises questions
about the integrity and credibility of
FBI officials. * :

-Adams said yesterday in an inter
view at his office that he did have a
role in approving erroneousmaterial
forwarded to Congress during the
1975 investigations by the House and
Senate intelligence committees and
the General Accounting Office.

“It’s fair to ask the question of who,

See ADAMS, A8, ColL. 1

That GAO audit—the first involving
FBI investigative files—depended on
bureau summaries of sample cases,
Fogel said in a telephone interview, “I
was contacted by one of Pottinger’s
group who said there were indications
they (FBI officials) had covered up
the fact of break-ins in one sample,”
he said. 3 '

The GAO 'investigator testified
about the matter before a New York
grand jury in December 1976, he said.

Sources familiar with the investiga-
tion said that this part of the cover-up
investigation led to a recommendation

. that James Ingram, then head of intel-
ligence for the FBI’s New York office,
be charged with making false state-
ments to federal investigators.

Ingram, now deputy assistant direc-
tor in charge of domestic security and

| terrorism investigations at FBI head-

quarters, refused to answer questions
about whether others higher in the
FBI chain of command approved or
were informed of the incomplete re-

-port to the GAO, sources said.

Bell, however, rejected the recom-
mendation to prosecute Ingram, just
as he did the recommendation to
charge another high FBI offieial, J.
Wallace LaPrade, with lying about his
role in,the break-ins, . .

LaPrade, who was assistant director
in charge of the New York office, is
being - fired instead for his alleged

Adams said yesterday that he had
no part in the allegedly deliberate at-
tempt to mislead the GAO. He de-
clined to comment specifically on the



. Ingram case, but said: “T have tried to

impress on everyone that the credibil-
ity of the bureau depends on how ae-
curately we respond te these types of
inquiries, sl ;

. “We can live with what mistakes

i

“we've made in the past. We cannot

play games and decided which facts to |
make available,” he said, ; -
The potential FBI cover-up investi-

;gation apparently was not a high pri-
‘ority item either for:Pottinger’s origi-"

nal task foree or an expanded Justice

- Department team that took-over last-

December, when the first team quit
after a dispute with Bell.

Bell's referral of the incomplete in-
vestigation back to the FBI for admin-
istrative, rather than eriminal, inquiry -
is indicative of his effort to get the
painful problem of the FBI break-ins
behind him." . il

“It’s a question,” Adams said, “of
whether you pursue everything right
down to the last item, or do yorr let us
[in the FBI] pursue white collar and
organized crime.” _ i
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By David Rohn
Special to The Washington Post p

INDIANAPOLIS—U.S. Attorney General Grif-
fin B. Bell won few converts but some respect
vesterday after explaining to field agents his
Teasons for the prosecution of three former
top FBI officials.

About 40 agents and other FBI employes
listened quietly as Bell made an Euoﬁmﬂ:
speech lasting nearly an hour from the center
of the large agents’ workroom at the Indianapoliy

FBI field office. He made the visit to talk with -

the agents following a keynote luncheon speech

at the Indiana Bar Association convention here.’

Moments before addressing the agents, Bell
was handed a letter which began, “We would
like to inform you that special agents of the
Indianapolis FBI had planned to mass in front
of the Indianapolis Convention Center during
the time of your appearance at this location
to demonstrate our support of the former agents
who were recently indicted, and most important-
ly, our support of the FBI.” b 322

The letter, signed “Special Agents of the
Indianapolis FBI office,” said the demonstration
had been canceled out of respect for the FBI,
but added, “We are of the opinion in .Em field

office that the FBI

destroyed for reasons unknown to us.”

Bell, at the outset of his off-the-cuff remarks

to the agents and employes, said, “I thank you
for not demonstrating in front of the convention
center.” . N

He told the audience he was not particularly
upset about the demonstration by hundreds of

FBI agents Thursday in Washington outside of

the courthouse when I.. Patrick Gray, former

acting FBI chief, Mark Felt, former _associate

director, Edward S. Miller, former intelligence

_ chief, entered innocent pleas to charges they

ordered illegal break-ins while pursuing Weather

- Underground terrorists. Bell added, however, “I
~would be worried if there were constant demon-

strations, because someone has to run the FBL"

Bell spent about 20 minutes explaining his
position on prosecuting the three men and then
responded to written questions from the agents.

The first question asked was what he expected
the prosecutions to accomplish,

“The same as any other prosecution,” Bell
said, “to uphold the law.” £ -

Asked if the purpose of the prosecutions was
more to serve as a warning to present agents
rather than to punish former agents, Bell re.
plied, “I guess someone could say that, but that's

" not the basis of my decision.”

After responding to several more written ques-

is “being mwﬂmﬁmmg.

Bell Takes His Case to an FBI Field Office

tions, Bell asked the agents if they had any oral
questions. An agent asked if Bell thought the
majority of people supported his position.

Bell said he thought that most people had not
made up their minds on the matter, adding, “By

" having the wvirgil you had yesterday you will

probably stir up some sympathy for these men.”

Bell said he realized the alleged acts happened '
during unusual times. “The prosecution 'must
go forward,” he said, “but we wish they would
not have much done to them in the end.”

The only audible reaction Bell received during
his appearance was when he was asked if he
had thought about not prosecuting Gray, Felt,
and Miller. ;

There was a slight ripple of laughter when he
replied, “Yeah, I thought about it a lot. It
would have been the easiest thing not to prose-
cute. I can take the flak from the left better
than from the right, and you know T've got to
return to Georgia some day to face all those
conservatives.”

Near the end of his presentation an agent
asked how he and hig colleagues could help the
FBL Bell told them to do their job, work on
getting a congressional charter for the FBI, and
said, “get rid of this hang-dog attitude that
somebody’s after you. Nobody's after you. I'm
not after you.”




