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find any evidence." 

This is true, it was explained, 
ven though at one point the 
.B.I. actually charged a con 
piracy. On April 17, the F.B.I. 
n Birmingham, Ala., filed a 

warrant against Eric Starvo 
Galt, one of Ray's aliases, 
harging that on March 29, 
968, he "and an individual 
hom he alleged to be his 
rother entered into a con-

spiracy which continued until on or about April 5, 1968, to 
njure, oppress, threaten or 
Intimidate Martin Luther 
Cing Jr." in his right to travel 
freely from state to state. 

Rights Law Invoked 
The charge, brought under an 1870 civil rights law, was 

based on an investigation that 
showed that Ray had bought a 
rifle and telescopic site in a 
Birmingham store, saying that 
it was for his brother who was 

planning a hunting trip to 
Canada_ 

Although there was no evi-I sgMmmtayted, 
rove 

 

for a Federal charge under the 
ncient law that had been in-

voked in almost all major civil 
rights criminal cases. 

Ray was arrested in London 
on June 8. The warrant issued 
in Birmingham continues in ef 
fect, the Justice Department  
said today, 

Federal officials acknowl 
edged that there were severe 
other circumstances that indi-
cated a conspiracy. Ray spent 
money lavishly before his cap-
ture during international trav-
els. There were published ac-
counts in which Ray was said 
to have said from his prison 
cell that he was acting under 
orders of a ight-haired Lati 
named Raoul who gave him 
thousands of dollars. Shortly 
after Dr. King was shot, a 

Memphis police radio directed 
officers in a false pursuit of a 
white Mustang automobile. 

But none of these checked 
ut, according to Federal offi-
als. Ray got his money from 

robberies, they said. In one Lon-
don store his fingerprints were 
found on a bag from which a 
large amount of money had 
been taken. 

There is no basis for believ-
ing Ray's contention, voiced in 
the courtroom today, that there 
was a conspiracy, the Federal 
sources said. 

On the other hand, they said 
there was reason to believe Ray 
acted alone, 'that his behavior 
in. the past had been "too er-
ratic" and "too unreliable" for 
anyone to consider trusting him 
n a 'conspiracy. His hatred of 
egroes was so intense, they 
dded, that he needed no one 
o urge him on in the crime. 
The Justice Department was 

not consulted about the ar- 

lliS, WILL CONTINUE 
ITS INQUIRY ON RAY 
But High Officials Do Not 
Believe-There Is Evidence 
of Conspiracy in Murder 

By JOHN HERBERS 
Spec e to The New York Times 

WASHINGTON, March 10—
The Justice Department said 
today it was continuing its in-
vestigation into a possible con-
spiracy in the assassination of 
the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. 

High officials who have been 
close to the case believe James 
Earl Ray acted alone and there 

as no conspiracy. But Dr. 
King's widow, Mrs. Coretta 
King, and his successor as 
president of the Southern 
Christian Leadership Confer-
ence, the Rev. Ralph David 
Abernathy, said they believed 
there had been. 

After Ray pleaded guilty to 
a state charge of murder in 
Memphis today and was sen7  
tenced to 99 years in prison, 
the •lustice Department said 
through a spokesman: 

"The investigation into the 
onspiracy allegation is still 
pen." 

Do Not Have Evidence 

It was learned through other 
sources, however, that although 
the possibility of a conspiracy 
had not been dismissed and 
indeed that the investigation 
would continue, Federal of-
ficials do not have evidence 
to show that Ray was hired to 
kill Dr. King or that he plotted 
the assassination with anyone. 

To the contrary, some 
sources say, there is reason to 
believe Ray acted alone. Nor 
is there skepticism about the 
court procedures that were fol-
lowed in Memphis in which 
Ray's guilty plea and the sen-
tence were arranged in advance. 
The Justice Department was 
notified in advance of what  

was taking place. 
In the days, weeks and 

months following Dr. King's 
death on April 4, the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation and 
other Federal agencies mounted 
a massive international investi-
gation in the search for the 
killer. One official said that in 
manpower involved it probably 
exceeded any previous investi-
gation, even that into the 
assassination of President Ken-
nedy in Dallas on Nov. 22, 1963. 

"We never gave up looking 
for a conspiracy," said one of-
ficial source, "but we did not 
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-angement that was worked out 
n the Tennessee Court. It was 
nformed of what was about to iappen because F.B.I. testimony 
was heeded, but it was not 
asked if the procedure were 
wise, official sources said. 

Under the separation of pow-
ers between the state and Fed-
eral governments, the Justice 
Department refrained from ex-
ercising any judgment in the 
matter it was explained. 

Conspiracy Is Seen 
By JAMES T. WOOTEN specati bailie New /tat Time' 

ATLANTA, March 10 —The widow of the Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. and his succes 
sor as president of the South 
ern Christian Leadership Con 
ference both said today the 
believed his murder in Memphi 
last year was the result of a 
conspiracy and not the unspon-
gored act of a lone assassin. 

Mrs. Coretta King and the  

Rev. Ralph David Abernathy, 
in separate statements, ex-
pressed a mutual hope that the 
investigation of the death of 
Dr. King would continue be-
yond today's conviction of his 
accused killer. 

"This plea of guilty cannot 
be allowed to close the case or 
to end the search for the many 
fingers which helped pull the 
trigger," Mrs. King said. All 
concerned peoplel must press 
the state of Tenessee and the United States Government to continue with all who are re-
sponsible for this crime have been apprehended." 

Mr. Abernathy, a close friend 
and associate of the slain Nobel 
laureate, pledged the vigilance 
of the organization founded by 
Dr. King, "until justice is meted 
ut to all lof the perpetrators." 
Both said a death penalty for 

the ex-convict would be con-
trary to the moral and religious 
convictions held by the 39-year- 

old Baptist minister who be-I 
came the spokesman for mil-
lions of Negro in America. 

"The execution of Mr. Ray, 
who has not yet told the full 
story, would not serve the ends 
of justice," Mrs. King said. 

Comment by Wilkins 
Roy Wilkins, executive di-

rector of the National Associa-
tion for the Advancement of 
Colored People, issued the fol-lowing statement yesterday: 

"James Earl Ray's confession this morning and the court's action in sentencing him to 99 years' imprisonment for the 
murder of Dr. Martin Luther' King Jr. means only that the 
trigger man in this monstrous 
crime has been convicted. In 
more than a rhetorical sense the nation which permitted 
virulent opposition to the as 
pirations of Dr. King and his people is the real culprit." 


