
vestigated the slaying of Dr. 
King conferred yesterday with 
lawyers from the N.A.A.C.P. 
Legal Defense and Educational 
Fund, Inc., on what the Mem-
phis attorney called "new in-
formation." 

The lawyer, 
said the day-long 

discussion had been held to 
evalute his findings and see if 
they "can be raised to the dig-
nity of evidence." 

He said: "I have conveyed 
most if not all of this informa-
tion to the F.B.I. and other law 
enforcement agencies. Now we 
are putting our heads together 
to evaluate the information and 
decide what, if anything, to do 
about it." 

Both Mr. Thompson and de-
fense fund attorneys refused to 
give details about their talks. 

Mr. Thompson said the talks 
would resume this morning. 

Mr. Thompson was hired, 
with two private investigators, 
by Ray and Ray's first attor-
ney, Arthur J. Hanes Sr. Mr. 
Hanes was later dismissed by 
Ray, who hired another lawyer, 
Percy Foreman. 

Mr. Thompson was. accom-
panied to the fund's offices by 
a private detective, 

, whose business car 
identified him as a former 
F.B.I. agent and now the direc-
tor of the Memphis-based Tri-
Sta e Patrol-Research Corn 

X. 

nee ings 
ere Jack Greenberg, director-
ounsel of the fund, and 
ames Nabrit, Norman Amaker 

and Michael Meltsner, fund 
taff lawyers. 
Mr. Greenberg said Mr. 

Thompson had come to New 

.24 	
THE NEW YORK TIMES,  TUES 

Penitentiary Number on Radio That Ray Left Behind • 

• MEMPHIS, March 17 (AP) to etch their prison numbers on Within minutes after the Rev the back of the case with an 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. wa electric stylus to prevent theft killed last April 4, the authori or arguments over ownership. ties had in their hands a clu Ray's prison number, 00416, 
to the identity of James Ear was etched into the back of his Ray, but they failed to decipher radio. He paid $9.75 for it. it until after Ray was caught in There was speculation that London last June 8. 	 le bought the radio to carry The clue was on a transistor ith him on his escape, so that pocket radio that was hand- e could listen to news broad-etched with the half-inch-high asts and find out if they were numerals 00416. And 00416 was ooking for him. 
the identification number of But at Jefferson City, Warden James Earl Ray in the Missouri arold Swenson said bethought 
State Penitentiary at Jefferson ay had taken it because he City, Mo. He was serving a 20 as "too cheap to leave any-
year sentence when he escape thing behind." 
April 23, 1967. 	 After Ray had fled the Mem- 

The radio was among effects phis rooming house and the 
abandoned by Ray after he shot police found the Remington Dr. King. He dropped his rifle, Gamemaster rifle, binoculars a set of binoculars and a case and personal effects, the F.B.I. 
that included the radio, at a was able to trace even laundry doorway near the rooming marks on underwear to a West house from which he had fired Coast laundry. A pair of pliers 
the shot. 	 was also traced to its source. 

James Beasley of the Shelby But the transistor radio at first 
County Attorney General's staff remained a mystery so far as 
said the radio had been turned the meaning of the numbers over to the Federal Bureau of was concerned. 
Investigation with other physi 
cal evidence that same night. 
The numerals, he said, were 
discovered through tests at the 
F.B.I. crime laboratory in Wash-
ington. 

"You can see that someone 
had tried to file or sand the 
off the case," Mr. Beasley said, 
"I couldn't see the numeral 
until they were pointed out t 
me, but the F.B.I. found them 
within 24 hours by treating the 
case so the numerals showed up." 

The six-transistor radio was 
in a plastic case. 

canteen on April 
Ray bought the radio in the forthe  King murder. penitentiary  

21, two days before he escaped. Discusses `New Information' 
Prison practice is for inmates A Memphis lawyer who in- 

Since secrecy surrounded the 
earth for evidence that was 
eing gathered, there was no 
ay for anyone at the Peniten-

iary to know that the radio 
ontained Ray's inmate number. 
Warden Swenson said the 

F.B.I. had not come to the 
rison in regard to the radio 

until about a month after Ray's 
capture. 

They 'took the electric stylus 
with them to determine under 
laboratory analysis if it was the 
exact one which was used to 
etch the numbers," he said. 

Ray is serving a 99-year term 



:DAY, MARCH 18, 1969 

Was overlooked After Assassination of Dr. King 
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Yo n-k at his own expense and 
an his own initiative. 

Say Evidence Is Ignored 
Special to The New York Times 

WASHINGTON, March 17— 
new Committee to Investigate 
isassinations charged today 
at the Justice Department 
.d ignored evidence that . a 
ysterious figure called "Raoul" 
ight have engineered the kill-
g of Dr. King. 
At a news conference today 
the Steller Hilton Hotel, Ber-

ard Fensterwald Jr., spokes-
an for the group, said it hoped 
raise enough money to hire 

ivate detectives to run down 
)05e ends" in the King case 
at he said the Government 
d failed to pursue. 
Mr. Fensterwald 'referred to 
tides in Look magazine by 
illiam Bradford Huie, who is 
iting a book on the King 

murder with the cooperation of 
James Earl-Ray. 

Adcording to the artiCies, 
Ray said a man named "Raoul" 
had led him into ,a plot to kill 
Dr. King. Mr. Fensterwald said 
his group had 'turned up evi-
dence of "Raoul's" existence. 
He said witnesses in several 
cities had reported seeing Ray 
with a man who could have 
been Raoul, and that two men 
had been. arrested at London 
Airport on the day when Ray 
was apprehended. 

Mr. Fensterwald said the 
committee would also investi-
gate the assassination of Presi-
dent Kennedy. He said the 
group believed that the King 
and Kennedy assassinations 
were probably political con-
spiracies and that the Govern-
ment was afraid to.make all of 
the facts .public. 

He said there was some evi-
dence, but less of it, to indicate 
that Senator Robert F. Ken-
nedy's murder was also the re-
sult of a conspiracy. 

Mr. Fensterwald has served 
as chief counsel to 'three Senate 
judiciary subcommittees. 

Charges Lack of Guard 
Special lo The ■ tiew York Times 

PHILADELPHIA, March 17—
The Rev. .4.,e61.„.rel charged 
here today that OM officials 
of Memphis had known about 
a plot to assassinate Dr. King 
but took no special precautions 
to guard him. 

Mr. Bevel, director of non-
violent education and direct ac-
tion for the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference, insisted 
that "there definitely was a 
conspiracy" to murder Dr. King. 

He made the charges in an 
interview with Claude Lewis,  

a reporter for, The Philadelphia 
Evening Bulletin. 

Mr. Bevel said that the con-
ference learned about the al-
leged plot a couple of days be-
fore Dr.' King rrived in Mem-
phis on Aprit.l. -He said the 
information ca e about as the 
result of a mistake made by 
Memphis postal l authorities.' 

A letter addressed to a white 
woman was delivered to a Ne-
gro woman of the same name 
who lived in another section 
of Memphis, Mr. Bevel said. 
The letter, he added, contained 
"the relevant and pertinent in-
formation that Dr.. King was to 
be assassinated while in Mem-
phis." 

Mr. Bevel said the letter was 
immediately turned over to the 
Memphis police, but no special 
security measures were placed 
around the Lorraine Mote!, 
where Dr. King was slain. 


