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astice Agency U pholds Inquiry |
- ByF.B.I.Into Murder of Dr. King
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WASHINGTON Feb. 18—A major re-
view by the Justice Department has con-
cluded that the Federal Bureau of Investi-
gation's inquiry into the murder of the
Rey. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. was
“thoroughly, honestly and successfully”
conducted, and that the best’ available
evidence suggests that James Earl Ray,
the convicted murderer, acted alone.

Yet the report made no effort to offer
conclusive evidence on that point. “Proof

.|that others were not involved is here

Excerpts from the report, page 11.

as elusive and difficult as it has uni-
versally been in criminal law,” it says.

The Justice Department investigators,
who made an eight-month reyiew of the
F.B.1’s handling of the case, alsa conclud-
ed that the bureau, might. have “had
grounds for s{arting & security investiga-
tion of Dr, K_ing,‘-hggﬂgha;._lts six-year
surveillance was clearly unwarranted. =

The investigators said in a report
released today that the bureau never de-
| veloped evidence that Dr. King had any
affiliation with the Communist Party, and
that it was a personal feud between him
and the late J. Edgar Hoover, Director
of the F.B.I.—not legitimate national se-

ONY MARRO
Spectal to The New York Times s
curity concerns—that resulted in the bu- |’
reau’s “determination to discredit Dr.|*
King.” 1

The Justice Department investigation |
was ordered last April by then Attorney|’
General Edward H. Levi affer the Senate |

"dér 'had been “thorough and honest,” and.

Select Committee on Intelligence dis-
closed that the bureau had engaged in
a six-year surveillance of Dr. King that
had included the use of wiretaps, elec-
tronic bugs and paid informants, and that
it had attempted to discredit the civil
rights leader by circulating stories about
his personal life. 2

* In light of these disclosures, Mr. Levi
ordered an investigation to determine
whether the bureau might have heen in
any way involved in Dr, King's assassina-
‘tion, whether its investigation of the mur-

whether there was any new evidence that
might warrant reopening the case, . .|
Although not specifically chargid with

saeking evidence of a.conspirdcy, the in- |’

quiry had to address the question whether
the bureau had ignored such evidence in
its investigation, :

After sorting through more than
200,000 documents and Interviewing

about 40 witnesses, a group of lawyer-in- | |

Continued on Page 11, Column 2
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‘|of the special House committee estab-

‘| argue that a ‘further studie f the
! to

‘| “According to a nimber of Housa mem-

the mirder and his ‘arrest. it
' Arrested 2 Months Later

. Dr, King was shot on a motel balcony
in Memphis on April 4, 1968. Mr. Ray,
who escaped from the Missouri State
Penitentiary in 1967 while serving a 20-
year sentence for armed robbery, was ar-
'rested at London Airport on June 8, 1968,
65 days after the King assassination. He
L reeriar 5 Myear seuibons s Bk
5 8§ r sentence

Mountain P?-Imﬁ‘&tm Tenn.” .2 4

. Attorney” General Griffin B. Bell “said
on' & ‘televisionr news ‘show last ‘Sunday
that the report left some questions unan-
swered. “I think that if you read the: re-
port, you could lean to either side of
it -gveidrdd.r‘"!;w could s’gétrhaguthare'a t
no 'evidence of a conspi , but you
‘could still wonder...if there happened to
‘be a conspiracy.”- - Aoy Ay e
.'Moreover, the release of the report at|’
‘this time could further cloud the future|’

- PR Te——

| lished ' to investigate the deaths of Presi-|
dent Kennedy and Dr. , since oppo-
nznu'or'ﬂmg investigation ‘are likely to

assassination is “likely

duplicative 1

-

bers of both parties, the continued exist-|
ence of the select committee has been
'serious‘tg"’epimtmed ‘in’ recent “days by|.
'the’ ouitbreak of ‘an open battle between
its chairman, Representative Henrv B.
Gonzalez, Democrat of Texas, and ‘its|
chief counsel, Richard A. Sprague.
| .~ . Comment by U.N. Delegate
-~ Today, however, Andrew Young, the
"United States delegate to the United Na-
‘tions, who is a former House member
and aide to Dr. King and who was himself |,
under surveillance by the -F.B.I .at the
szm'le'I tgne as Dr. King, said that the re&
 Jeft, some guestions unanswered and
: th:ﬁ: vould not' cause the House,
to abandon its investigation of the assas- .|
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‘Vestigators hieaded by Michael E, Shaheen

| cluded that ‘although the FB.L's surveil-

‘M. ‘Kelley; the F.B.L. Director, said: “I

‘conspiracy, -and that -the .report clearly

i purc!
sive equipment he bought and to do the

~Continued From Page 1 i
Jr., a Justice Department attorney, con-

lance of Dr, King had become “twisted,"”
the bureau’s’ subsequent-investigation of
his murder had been a “credible and thor-
ough job."” ) i ;

In a statement issued today after the
releasé of the 201-page report, Clarence

e o

noted with great satisfaction the conclu-
sions. of -the task.force that the F.B.L's
assassination probe of the Dr. Martin Lu-|
ther King slaying was ‘credible and thor
ough’; ‘that there was no' evidence of a

indicates no complicity on' the part of|
the F.B,I; in this assassination.”

The report is not likely to end- all
speculation that Mr. Ray was only one
figure in a broader conspiracy to kill Dr.
l(ﬁg. For oneé thing, the Justicé Depart-
ment investigators concede that it is still
not known where Mr. Ray obtained the
money he needed to hase the expen-

‘extensive traveling he did before the as-
sassimation and in the months between

%l:l!hl'(m.. {3 i )
".The ' investigation’ by’ “My. ‘Shaheen's | .
_Em|@_;fpﬂof':§§_‘iq ' ;lYe,;._Ig;,q “extensive

- investigation by.the Justice Department’s
civil nﬁu_dlvision.'_wlﬂdl, Mr. Levi or-|.
‘dered’in November 1975, ' © j
., The report released today says that cne
.recommendation . that. resulted from the
ccivil rights division's study was that some

o




sonsideration should be given to a ‘direct
sayment to Dr. King's family or to the
Zing Foundation as compensation for the
riolation of Dr. King's civil rights.’

The reason for this, the report sald,
waabthat. the st.acﬂxte D:l Hmltltiot'ljls probaé
aly barred an: min secutions, an:

A % mﬁn to file a civil
suit mjght “he more embarrasaing;than
helpful,” presumably because of the na-
ture of the material in the F.B.L’s files.

Cost Put at $200,000 °

A Justice Dm.rtm ent spokesman said
today that he did not know what, if any-
thing, might come of this recommenda-
tion. He also said he was not certain
whether the department would follow a
recommendation of the Shaheen grou
Lhatc_ong:ubeukedmpaxsnb
rdering destruction of the derogato-
ry 'material on Dr ‘King still in F.B.L files.

The investigation by 'Mr. ‘Shaheen's
group cost an estimated $200,000 and in-
volved-a‘review not only of the so-called
“Murkin file” (“Murkin’" is an acranym
for “murder of King”), but also of FB.L
records in 15 cities. ‘Tt concluded that
there were several weak spots in the bu-

¢

reau's dnvesti
Mr, Ray killed Dr. King. -~

The report said that-the F.B.I. should
have worked harder to obtain information
about Mr. Ray from members of his fami-
ly who may have been in touch with him
after Dr. g's murder. And it agrees
with some critics of the investigation that
the questioh of where"Mr. Ray obtained
‘the money he needed to travel to Europe
after the killing is still not fully arm

swered. |

The F.B.I. was able’to-show that Mr.
Ray received checks totaling $664 i
1967, when he was employed as a dish-
washer and cook's helper: in Winnetka,.
1. But the only’ explanation it has come
up with for his having mon for travel
and expensive equipment that he|#
Eroha.bly committed a'evaral robberies or

urglaries. | ;
_No Backing or Payment

As for & motive, the report relies heavi-

ly on testimony from former prison in-
strongly biased
x-.ﬁ]ainst blacks and had suggested repeat-
edly that he would be willing to kill Dr.

riates that Mr. Ray was

s flon,ibut 1:33:‘ serl&:s King, particularly if someone would pay
eno to enge its conclusions that i 2
o The report’s conelusion, however, is that

the best available evidence is
Ray killed Dr, Kin
the backing of or
“we acknowledge
others were not involved
sive and difficult as it hi

ayment by.others..
that the. proof..
is here as elu-

of Ray's guilt points
that i{ most é&’.g:ﬁvel_
that no one else was inv
cogg{me.%l;‘g)f course,  som
conceiv ave

gisics or-even fa

makes the point
Yolved,” the report

have found no com-~|
upon whichi 'to base'such

‘ithe ~report concluded - that
the F.B.L. surveillance of :
egal break-ins, unau
d the leaking of d

‘about”his sex life—
ably..felonious," ‘it said
ook part should be pun-

—which inclided ill
rogatory information
was ' “very prob
no agents who t

oidered the activitles were either dead
or retired from the bureau, and that the
few agents still in the bureau who played

a role in Dr, King's surveillance were un- -

derlings “far removed from decision re-
sponsibility.” i i j
“The report released today is a rewrit-
ten, condensed version of the report given
to Mr. Levi before he left office last
month-John Wilson ,a Justice Department
spokesman, said, however, that no
changes had been made in the grou) 's
findings, and that it simply had been it-
ed to delete what he ‘termed “salacious
ﬁ‘monal material” and.certain classified
ormation from the F.B,1.'s files. '

Contract Murder Suspect Sought
* MIAMI, Feb, 18 (UP}—The Miami po-
lice have issued an arrest warrant, for a
suspect in what is believed to’'have been
the contract murder of a Bay of Pigs
veteran, Alberto Pico, who was shot and
killed at a shopdpiug plaza last month. The
warrant named a convicted drug deaier,
Francisco Marizal, 46 years old, who the

Police said had been pointed out by
‘sources in the Cuban cpmmunﬁty." )

said that the persons who

K
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WASHINGTON, Feb. 18—The ?__Huz?
ing are excerpts from the report of the
- Justice Department Task Force that re-

. viewed the assassinatio =Sx D
f e . nof i _. ‘We accept ‘the explanation that the fin-

Martin Luther King Jr.

- Critical Evaluation em —.._S

+ Assassination Investigation”
* “First, the ‘task force has concluded
that the investigation by the F.BI to
.ascertain and capture the murderer of
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., was thor-
o:ﬂE honestly and nmonaﬂn.E con-
. We submit that the minute de-
.:__u ne_ﬂunnnun in this report nEu_w
, support this conclusiop.
. At the very outset of the .E__nuumm.
"tion, telegrams went to all field offices
‘of the Bureau instructing the Special
Agents in Charge to take personal
supervision of the investigation, to
check out all leads in 24 hours, and
el (O AL 38861150,

y responsible,

The files we reviewed show that this
directive was conscientiously followed.
The Bureau sought first to identify and
locate the murderer using the obvious
leads, = They checked
tracked the traces lefi under- the Galt

alias and used-tbe known fingerprints :

from the murder weapon and the con-
tents of the blue zipper bag left on
South Main Street [in Memphis] to
eliminate suspects.

This backtracking ended in Atlanta.

‘At this point the Bureau initiated a -

check of the crime site fingerprints
against the white male “wanted fugi-
tive’” print file. This. produced the al-

most - “instant” discovery- that the-

wanted man_Galt, was James Earl Ray,
an escapee from Missouri State Prison.
. In fact the “instant” discovery was

" the murder gun and who

out . aliases,

the Bureau experts to be largely
sheer luck; it could have taken days.

- a tedious hand search started in a file
.of some 20,000 prints. That it took only
;o two hours to make a match is said

gerprint search was a normal next re- .

sort after normal lead procedures were:

Earl Ray as the man who purchased
the fatal
shot to be conclusive. #

It was possible for the task force

.+ to create a well-documented - history of '
- James Earl Ray
. his escape to

from the moment of
i ‘capture in m..nm_nwun
using investigation reports in the
F.B.L files and to corroborate and. fill
in essential details with Ray's own
statements (admissions) in his lefters

* to author William Bradford Huie.

. exhausted. I
Second, the task force views the evi- -
. dence pointing to the guilt of James

“We acknowledge that proof of the

-negative, i.e, proof that others were ' 2
.. tration on
*. adviser amnwwuum»m in our opinion, that |

not involved, is here as elusive and

"difficult as it has universally been in

criminal law. ‘But the sum of all of
the evidence of Ray's guilt points to
him so exclusively that it most effec-
EB_ makes the v&:n that no one else
volved.

o__ course, someone 8:5 aanno#nzw
have  provided him with logistics, or
even paid - him' to- commit - the nnu_m

* However, we have found no competent

" From this chronology, from the labo- -

ratory proof, and from Ray's judicial
admissions it was concluded that he
was the nssassin, and that he acted
alone. We saw no credible evidence
probative of the possibility that Ray
and ‘any co-conspirator were together
at the scene of the assassination, Ray's
assertions that somecne else pulled the

- trigger are so patently self-serving and

uo <E.€n as to be wholly unbelievable.
become, in fact, a part of the

m& ence of his guilt by self-refutation.

Third, we found that conspiracy leads
?:Eunm Ray's versions) had been con-
scientigusly run ‘down by the F.B.L
even Eoun___ they had no possible rela-
tion to Ray’s stories or to the known
facts.

The results were negative.

We found no evidence of any com-
wnn:w on the part of the Memphis Po-

e Mepartment or of the F.B.L

-

* death. It verifi
" alleged OaBBE..._un was a 43.«_ influen-
(and

evidence upon. ﬂ:pw to base uEn. a
theory.

Critical .mqumro.n of the
Security Investigation
In the area of domestic intelligence,

the mandate of the F.B.I. has been both ;

_ broadly and y defined. -
Given this charter and the history
of the sometimes overpowering influ-.,
ence of the views of the late Director

J. Edgar Hoover on his’ subordinates.

and on successive Aftorneys General,
it was understandablée that ‘a SEJQ
Bﬁ..azuwzou should be -initiated: into

wow_.En influence of the Commu-
Euﬁ U.5.A., on Dr. Martin Luther

u_. Two of King's tlose advisers,
.: he outset of the security -tnatter,
. were reported to be Communist Party

members by sources relied upon by the
Bureau.

The uan_iﬁ Eﬁ&wuﬂo: continued
for almost six years until’Dr. King's
, in our view; that one

tial adviser to Dr. King ence the

‘Southern Christian Leadership Confer-
and tactics of .

ence). on the strate

King's leadership of the black civil

rights movement of the early and mid-

sixties.
Another had no such iaﬁ: although

: nist Pai
failed a

&m mmmEmn »a wo of ﬁmm to King. uzn
this very. E:m:q dnvestigative concen-
and on the principal

he did not “sell” Dr, King any course

“ LEH éuﬂn ¥ mu._

~

. of conduct or of advocacy which can

be identified as Communist or “party

"...Em-.

King himself never varied publicly

or privately from his commitment to .

nonviolence and did not advocate the
overthrow of the-government of the
United States by violence or subver-
sion. To the contrary, he advocated an
end to the discrimination and disen-
franchisement  of  minority groups
which the Constitution and the courts
denounced in_terms as strong as his.
We _concluded that Dr. King was no
threat to domestic security.

“/And' the Bureau’s continuedintense
surveillance ‘and investigation of the

+ adviser n_nﬁ.ﬁ developed that he had

n_«muaon_mﬁ& mself from the Commu-
in 1963, because he felt it
quately to serve the. civil
rights movement. Thus the linch pin of
the security investigation of Dr. King

‘had pulled himself out.

We think the manE._E investigation,
which included both physical and tech-
nical surveillance, %
terminated on the basis of what was
learned in 1963, That it was intensified
and augmented by a COINTELPRO type
campaign against Dr. King was unwar-
ranted; the COINTELPRO type cam-

. paign, moreover, was ultra vires and

very probably in violation of 18 U.S.C.
241 (and 242), i.e, Felonious.

The nob:u_.:un security investigation
reflects also that the Attorney General
and the Division charged with responsi-

bility: for internal security matters °

ould have been.

failed badly.in what should have been -

firm supervision of the F.B.I's internal
-»95@ activities.




