
,astice Agency Upholds Inquiry 
By F.B.I. Into Murder of Dr. King 

By ANTHONY MARRO 
r it 	 Special to The New Tort Thou 

WASHINTON Feb. 18—A major re- curity concerns—that resulted in the bu-
view by the Justice Department has con- reau's "determination to discredit Dr. 
cluded that the Federal Bureau of Invest'. King." 
gation's inquiry into the murder of the 	The Justice Department investigation 
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. was was ordered last April by then Attorney 
"thoroughly, honestly and successfully" General Edward H. Levi after the Senate 
conducted, and that the best available Select Committee on Intelligence dis-
evidence suggests that James Earl Ray, closed that the bureau had engaged in 
the convicted murderer, acted alone. 	a six-year surveillance of Dr. King that 

Yet the report made no effort to offer had included the use of wiretaps, elec-
conclusive evidence on that point. "Proof ironic bugs and paid Informants, and that 
that others were not involved is here it had attempted to discredit .  the civil 

rights leader by circulating stories about 
his personal life. 

In light of these disclosures, Mr. Levi 
ordered an investigation to determine 
whether the bureau might have been in 
any way involved in Dr. King's assassina-
tion, whether its investigation of the mur-
der had been "thorough and honest," and 
whether there was any new evidence that 
might warrant reopening the case. 

Although not specifically chargo.'d with 
seeking evidence of a.conspLracy, the in-
quiry had to address the question whether 
the bureau had ignored such evidence in 
its investigation. 

After sorting through more than 
200,000 documents and Interviewing 
about 40 witnesses, a group of lawyer-In- 
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as elusive and difficult as it has uni-
versally been in criminal law," it says. 

The Justice Department investigators, 
who made an eight-month review of the 
F.B.I.'s handling of the case, also conclud-
ed that the bureau might. have • had 
grounds for Starting a security Investiga-
tion of Dr. King, bot that its six-year 
surveillance was clearly unwarranted. 

The investigators said in a report 
released today that the bureau never de-

' veloped evidence that Dr. King had any 
affiliation with the Communist Party, and 
that it was a personal feud between him 
and the late J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
of the F.B.I.—not legitimate national se- 

Excerpts from the report, page II. 

Continued From Page 1 

vestigators headed by Michael E, Shaheen 
Jr., a Justice Department attorney, con-
cluded that although the F.B.I.'s surveil-
lance of Dr. King had become 'twisted," 
the bureau's subsequent investigation of 
his murder had been a "credible and thor-
ough Job." 

In a statement issued today after the 
release of the 201-page report, Clarence'  
M. Kelley, the F.B.I. Director, said: "I 
noted with great satisfaction the conclu-
sions of the task force that the F.B.I.'s 
assassination probe of the Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King slaying was 'credible and thor-
ough': that there was no' evidence of a 
conspiracy, and that the .report clearly 
indicates no complicity on the part of 
the F.B.I. in this assassination." 

The report is not likely to end all 
speculation that Mr. Ray was only one 
figure in a broader conspiracy to kill Dr. 
King. For one thing, the Justice Depart-
ment investigators concede that it is still 
not known where Mr. Ray obtained the 
money he needed to purchase the expen-
sive equipment he bought and to do the 
extensive traveling he did before the as-
sassination and in the months between 

the murder and his arrest. 
Arrested 2 Months Later 

Dr. King was shot on a motel balcony 
in Memphis on April 4, 1968. Mr. Ray, 
who escaped from the Missouri State 
Penitentiary in 1967 while serving a 20-
year sentence for armed robbery, was ar-
rested at London Airport on June 8, 1968, 
65 days after the King assassination. He 
pleaded guilty to Dr. King's murder and 
is serving a 99-year sentence in Brushy 
Mountain Prison in Pettus, Tenn. 

Attorney General Griffin B. Bell said 
on a television news show last Sunday 
that the report left some questions unan-
swered. "I think that if you read the re-
port, you could lean to either side of 
it," he said.. "You could say that there's 
no evidence of a conspiracy, but. you 
could still wonder...if there happened to 
be a oonspiracy." 

Moreover, the release of the report at 
this time could further cloud the future 
of the special House committee estab-
lished to investigate the deaths of Presi-
dent Kennedy and Dr. King, since oppo-
nents of that investigation are likely to 
argue that a further study of the King 
assassination is likely to be duplicative 
and unnecessary.  

According to a number of House mem-
bers of both parties, the continued exist-
ence of the select committee has been 
seriously threatened in recent days by 
the outbreak of an open battle between 
its chairman. Representative Henry B. 
Gonzalez, Democrat of Texas. and its 
chief counsel, Richard A. Sprague. 

Comment by U. N. Delegate 
Today, however, Andrew Young, the 

United States delegate to the United Na-
tions, who is a former House member 
and aide to Dr. King and who was himself 
under surveillance by the F.B.I. at the 
same time as Dr. King, said that the re-
port left some qoestions unanswered and 
hoped that it would not cause the House 
to .abandon its investigation of the assas-
sination: '• 

The investigation'. '.by Mr. Shaheen's 
group followed an earlier, less extensive 
investigation by the Justice Department's 
civil rights division, which Mr. Levi or-
dered in November 1975. 

The report released today says that cne 
recommendation that resulted from the 
civil rights division's study was that some 



:onsideration should be given to a direct 

payment to Dr. King's ramily or to the 

Sing Foundation as compensation for the 

dolation of Dr. King's civil rights. 

The reason for this, the report said, 

vas that the statute of limitations probe-

tily barred any criminal prosecutions, and 

that for the King family to file a civil 

suit might "be more embarrassing than 

helpful," presumably because of the Pa-

:ure of the material in the F.B.I.'s files. 

Cost Put at $200,000 

A Justice Department spokesman said 

today that he did not know what, if any-

thing, might come of this recommenda-

tion. He also said he was not certain 

whether the department would follow a 

recommendation of the Shaheen group 

that Congress be asked to pass a bill 

odering the destruction of the derogato-

ry material on Dr. King still in F.B.I. files. 

The investigation by Mr. Shaheen's 

group cost an estimated $200,000 and in-

volved a review not only of the so-called 

"Murkin file" ("Murkin" is an acronym 

for "murder of King"). but also of F.B.I. 

records in 15 cities, It concluded that 

there were several weak spots in the bu- 

King, particularly if someone would pay 

him to do it. 
The report's conclusion, however, is that 

the best available evidence is that Mr. 

Ray killed Dr. King on his own, without 

the backing of or payment by.others. 

"We acknowledge that the proof...that 

others were not involved is here as elu- 

sive and difficult as it has universally 

been in criminal law," the report said. 

"But the sum of all of the evidence 

of Ray's guilt points to him so exclusively 

that it most effectively makes the point 

that no one else was involved," the report 

continued. "Of course, someone could 

conceivably have provided him with lo-

gistics, or even paid him to commit the 

crime. However, we hive found no corn-- 

petent evidence upon which to base such 

a theory." 
Although' the report concluded that 

some of the F.B.I. surveillance of Dr, King 

—which included illegal break-ins, unau-

thorized buggings and the leaking of de. 

rogatory Information about his sex life—

was "very probably...felonious," it said 

no agents who took part should be pun-

ished. 
The roport said that the persons who  

ordered the activities were either dead 

or retired from the bureau, and that the 

few agents still in the bureau who played 

a role in Dr. King's surveillance were un-

derlings "far removed from decision re-
sponsibility," 

The report released today is a rewrit-

ten, condensed version of the report given 

to Mr. Levi before he left office last 

month. John Wilson ,a Justice Department 

spokesman, said, however, that no 

changes had been made in the group's 

findings, and that it simply had been edit-

ed to delete what he termed "salacious 

personal material" and certain classified 

information from the F.13.I.'s files. 

Contract Murder Suspect Sought 

MIAMI, Feb. 18 (UPI)—The Miami po-

lice have issued an arrest warrant for a 

suspect in what is believed behave been 

the contract murder of a Bay of Pigs 

veteran, Alberto Pico, who was shot and 

killed at a shopping plaza last month. The 

warrant named a convicted drug dealer, 

Francisco Marizal, 46 years old, who the 

police said had been pointed out by 

"sources in the Cuban community." 

reaies investigation, but none serious 

enough to challenge its conclusions that 

Mr. Ray killed Dr. King. 

The report said that the F.B.I. should 

have worked harder to obtain information 

about Mr. Ray from members of his fami-

ly who may have been ir. touch with him 

after Dr. King's murder. And it agrees 

with some critics of the investigation that 

the questioh of where Mr. Ray obtained 

the money he needed to travel to Europe 

after the killing is still not fully an-

swered. 
The F.B.I. was able to show that Mr. 

Ray received checks totaling $664 in 

1967, when he was employed as a dish-

washer and cook's helper in Winnetka, 

Ill. But the only explanation it has come 

up with for his having money for travel 

and expensive equipment is that he 

probably committed several robberies or 

burglanes, 

No Backing or Payment 

As for a motive, the report relies heavi-

ly on testimony from former prison in-

mates that Mr. Ray was strongly biased 

against blacks and had suggested repeat-

edly that he would be willing to kill Dr. 
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ise
m

e
n

t o
f m

in
o

rity
 g

ro
u

p
s 

w
h
ich

 th
e C

o
n
stitu

tio
n
 an

d
 th

e co
u
rts 

d
en

o
u

n
ced

 in
 term

s as stro
n

g
 as h

is. 
W

e .co
n

clu
d

ed
 th

at D
r. K

in
g

 w
as n

o
 

th
reat to

 d
o
m

estic secu
rity

. 
A

n
d

 th
e B

u
reau

's co
n

tin
u

ed
 in

ten
se 

su
rv

eillan
ce an

d
 in

v
estig

atio
n

 o
f th

e 
ad

v
iser clearly

 d
ev

elo
p

ed
 th

at h
e h

ad
 

disassociated him
self from

 the C
om

m
u-

n
ist P

arty
 in

 1
9

6
3

, b
ecau

se h
e felt it 

fa
ile

d
 a

d
e
q
u
a
te

ly
 to

 se
rv

e
 th

e
 c

iv
il 

rights m
ovem

ent. T
hus the finch pin of 

th
e secu

rity
 in

v
estig

atio
n
 o

f D
r. K

in
g
 

had pulled him
self out. 

W
e th

in
k
 th

e secu
rity

 in
v
estig

atio
n
, 

w
h

ich
 in

clu
d

ed
 b

o
th

 p
h

y
sical an

d
 tech

-
n

ical su
rv

eillan
ce, sh

o
u

ld
 h

av
e b

een
-

term
in

ated
 o

n
 th

e b
asis o

f w
h
at w

as 
learn

ed
 in

 1
9
6
3
. T

h
at it w

as in
ten

sified
 

and augm
ented by a C

O
IN

T
E

L
P

R
O

 type 
cam

p
aig

n
 ag

ain
st D

r. K
in

g
 w

as u
n

w
ar-

ran
ted

; th
e C

O
IN

T
E

L
P

R
O

 ty
p
e cam

-
p
aig

n
. m

o
reo

v
er, w

as u
ltra v

ires an
d
 

v
ery

 p
ro

b
ab

ly
 in

 v
io

latio
n
 o

f 1
8
 U

.S
.C

. 
241 (and 242), i.e. F

elonious. 
T

he continuing security investigation 
reflects also

 th
at th

e A
tto

rn
ey

 G
en

eral 
and the D

ivision charged w
ith responsi-

b
ility

 fo
r in

te
rn

a
l se

c
u
rity

 m
a
tte

rs 
failed

 b
ad

ly
 in

 w
h
at sh

o
u
ld

 h
av

e b
een

 
firm

 su
p

erv
isio

n
 o

f th
e F

.B
.I.'s in

tern
al 

secu
rity

 activ
ities. 


