el Wl 77y

Yosterday you mailed me the first puge and the first 4 grafs ef the swcend puge
of a letter your attached netes describes as "frem an ex—FBI man." Yeur reasen vwas
because this might interest me,

It does. I presume the seuree is Murtagh. What interests me is the meaningless
generality and tho absenee ef apocifios he can previde, given the dispeaitien.

Uiless there 1s 2 %rave new infersatisnsl world in whut yeu eut of he's anid much
more, wnd much mers impressively (wad less salf-servingly) da TV.

The recerd persaudes that there is ne purpese te bu gained By giving you ecautiens
but this gibberighs prempts the unwlecems augsgestien again.

There is ne substitute fer faotusl Imewledge in making this kind of eveluatien.
There is factual infermatien he ceuld have suppliecd instead ef seme ef the wisleading
generalities, where he is eareful té label it as epinien. Seme, for example, is what yeur
#rstvhile eveny (againat whem I did alse eautien you) fueked up several yaurs age, at
an inspivatien I ean't specify and den't preted te. But because ysu found it ineperep-
riate te deseribe what you doemed it nedessary to withheld by scissers I have ne way ef
carrying this further and under the ecircumstances ne éispemitien te take the writing time.
Howsvar, 1f you want mere sne ho dldn't give it #1'm again geing under the belief this is
Hurtagh = he was part ef tho (antid King eperatien, ut lowst in Atlunta. Parhaps 1% 45 dn
eqrlier cerrespondece yeu have deewmsd it inadvisable te share with me. But thers is much
more this man knews, including abeut anti-King surveillance,

Angther eautient wiktoh these guys whe get te retdrement ago befers thoy develep
pangs ef censciense, Thay eagages in self-juctificutiesn and at the laast frem it exaggerate.
Examplet only the delts didn't knmow what was geing en er what they were part of. Thoy
lmew, Seme have discusved it with me, Others quit evar it.

The epiniens he expresses hers, which de net seem te be precisely thous I've
heard him express in the past, ure epen te yuestieorm ence he gels bayend zensrsl knewledge.
Hig guldsneco psemws te ne te #e in the least likely direetien. And fsur shened interrustiens
in tve hwurs aiscourages garrying tidu further. If ysu'd like to diseuss it, fine, I'1l
take tine,

And when he wont for Bobhs erasisvss and dealinod even te scknoeledge my upecifie
questions I ﬁﬂl ne reassurance. I think I askedk him specifie guestions and 1 knew I
gst ne ackmevlodgement ana he did teke the inditiative with Ysb,.

Are yeu net cencerned that he refers te "the system" but net te the saint?

Sincerely,
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I have no doubt but what Ray was part of s conspiracy, Unfor-
tunately, I have no or very little specific information which would
prave this point. My conviction--and it is a conviction and not a mere
suspicion--is based an a very careful observation of Bureau methods
throughout the sixties., In both the John Kennedy and Martin Luther
King murders the investigations were handled in such a way as to avold
getting the Bureau involved in any penetrative investigation of conspt-
racy possibilities. This was a result more of the methodology that had
developed because of the political orientation of the HBureau than through
any directed procedures.

Each piece of information in connection with an investigatian
such as King or Kennedy was handled in such 2 way as to protect the
Bureau's image by coming up with a pallatable snswer and getting out
of the matter as soon as possible, Lead information was edited by
old-time, highly professional Bureau people who were adept at getting
the material out in such a way that it would indicate that no further
lead information was available, thus cutting off the possibility of
finding conspiracies.

The orientation of about 99% of the old-time agents was such
that this process went on without anyone even realizing that it was
happening, rather than from some sinister scheme being put together
as the cases developed.

It would take many hours to explain just how the system func-
tioned to produce this result and it is the type of informatinn that
would be very difficult to get before a Judge or jury.

I have no doubt that if there were sufficient funds availahle
to investigate the King and Kennady murders eventually the conspiracy
could be uncovered as it was in Watergate. )

If I were working on a praject such as this, T would direct a
great deal of effort toward making connectiona between the wealthy oil
peopls in the South and the Cubans rather than the Klan, If the Klan
were used it would have been just that -- used, Since the Klan would
have lacked the intelligence and sense necessery to carry out a success-
ful conepiracy of this type, they would have bungled 1t badly,
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Furthermore, I would look for a continuing link between con-
spiracies running from about 1948 on through to the present, rather
than isolated cases. I would not hesitate a moment in feeling that
there would have been leaked 1information from certain levels in the
FBI that would have assisted in the conspiracies.

Getting to the bottom of this matter would be a gigantic un-
dertaking requiring facilities similar to what the Bureau.had with a
will to use them for the purpose of solving the problem. Maost of this
agant personnel would be as oblivious to the rightness or wrongness of
certain steps in the conspiracy as Jim McCord was in the Watergate
matter,

I know that from the vantage paoint of people outside of pov-
arnment it is hard to imagine that an organization like the Bureau or
CIA can, over a period aof years, mold rather intelligent men into
zombies or robots; but that is exactly what happens when there are ng
checks or balances,

ARs I said previously, I have no doubt that Ray was involved
in the killing of Dr. King but he was not alone and I hope you peonle
are successful in getting him a new trial and getting to the bottam of
the conspiracy,



