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By John Cummings

MONG the old men
who play chess at the
outdoor tables that
line the main street
of Miami's “Little
Havana," Ricardo
Morales is 8 man of-
ten talked about in
whispers. Mostly

talk about the

day Morales waited
in a car outside an
apartment building
on Flagier Street, in the heart of the
Cuban section. Cradled under his
wrm was an M-8 submachine gun, a

.45-cal. weapon with & silencer. Pos-
session of such a weapon is a felony
all by itself. Morales saw his target,

John Cummings is a Newsday staff
writer.

another Cuban exile named Aton
amerga from the apart-

msnt buildin, get into his car.
imdnvarcur. off Cos-

unzu velw:le and, in broad day-
t, ﬁred at him at close range.

he fired & total of 17

slugs {nto uchast,nndthen

Morl.laa’dnv E:Eed slowl; fm
bu:kg e from

the nei
Miraculously, Gomm survived.

Itmalmodumm_

hhlthammmmentad'l‘hsin—
cident never made the Miami news-
papers. And Costanza never filed

m{itﬂe ﬁ:vma still hums about
that day, Nov. 22, 1968. But to Mo-
rales hunnelf the escapade was
nothing more than “just another day
&t the office.”
L

Ricardo Morales, though never

convicted, has admitted committing

Needed by a variety of
government agencies
for the information he
can provide them, Ricardo
Morales has been sheltered
from the consequences of his
crimes. That has given him,

in effect, a license to sell
drugs — and even to kill.

'Hanlsohu

more crimes than the many people
he has ;;formed :Z. I.n sworn testi-
many, admitted murdering one
to murder snother.
ted supplying the
explosives for a bomb that de-
stroyed a Cuban airliner as it was
taking off from Barbados in 1976,
All 73 aboard the plane, which Mo-
rnlesahrugsnﬂ'na “"a Communist air
" died when it crashed

with ? As an informant,
m he has worked for
:ﬁ’hot people and was schooled in
axg]ualveﬁ by the CIA,
in deceit by the FBI and in crime by
the underworld. Without infor-
mants, the system that informants
serve — sometimes Jjustice —
would wither and die and police and
other civil servants would be out of
business.
Known as El Mono (literally
meaning “monkey” in Spanish, but
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also a derogatory term approximat-
ing “cop"), Morales has g;:ome a
legend both as a spy and an inform-
er. But most of all he is a survivor, a
man who will turn on anyone —
friend or foe — when cornered.
Danger is as much a stimulant to
him as the cocaine he snorts and
trafficks in. Traveling for long in his
company I8 akin to taking a dip with
& great white shark.

And this shark is biting, For the
past year, Morales has been the
state’s star witness in & major nar-
cotles case in Miami, a case involving
some of the biggest and most notori-
ous people in the Cuban exile com-
munity.

L

The Mutiny is a hotel in Miami's
Coconut Grove area, facing Bis-
cayne Bay, overlooking boats of ev-
ery size and shape‘at the Dinner Koy
Marina, two blocks from Miami's
City Hall.

Viewed from the plush, black

leather seats near the hotel's lar,
windows, the scene could easily
have been the inspiration for “Moon
Over Miami.”

Slim and shapely hostesses, all
msed in gowns Audt appear to be
gner originals wearing

&)L [ziemne hats, glide between

8.

It s the fashionable address for
the “in" tourists who really know
Miami. The hotel's members-only
club, only a short distance from Lit-
tle Havana, is the meeting place and
watering hole for Latinos and Ang-
loa on hoth sides of the law, for rags-
to-riches businessmen who seem to
b]e one thing but often are something
else,

It is here, on any given evening,
that you are likely to find the 42-
year-old Ricardo Morales Navar-
ette, always well-dressed, always
with a Browning automatic tucked
under his jacket. Here Morales sips
Johnnie Walker Black eontinuously,

puffs on joints and, for off-premises
consumption, offers snorts of co-
caine “when I can get it.” His drug
diet also includes Valium “when
needed."

A man with dark, penetrating
39&, broad shoulders and the agility
his nickname, he has been re-
ferred to as 200 pounds of cunning
an];i;gnﬂz.amanufmermﬁaimund:
who once yanked a reporter's tape
recorder from his briefease and then
it on a table with his automat-
I pistol next to it. He can smile and
threaten you at the same time.
He once remarked about his life
aon the precipice: “I don't play to win
urluss. I just play to stay in the

e.
gaﬁorales is, in short, a product of
life in Miami in the '60s and "705 —a
city that became what Lisbon and
Casablanca were to the 1940s; a
city that became to cocaine what
Marseilles was to heroin; the
Western Hemisphere's equivalent of

Beirut and Belfast, where terrorists
and bombers are found in every
fami is a city with more
than its share of con men, cor-
rupt politicians, secret agents,
ers and money laun-

derers,
In a city like that, there is more
than & normal demand for inform-

ers, spies and enforcers, and Mo- *

rales has whispered into the ears of
everyone: the FBI, the CIA, the
Drug Enforcement Administration,
Customs Service, Internal Revenue
Service, the Dade Metro Police De-
E::tmem. and the City of Miami po-

force, And it runs full circle.
Each-agency bas its informers who,
In turn, inform on other informers
who are wa for other agencies
and who probably are informing on
them. And with the informers’ “cre-
dentials” often comes a license to
steal and sometimes, as in Morales’

case, to kill.
Morales has become the visible
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macho symbol of the intrigue and
terror that has become the Miami
that the tourist never sees.
Cubans began i Miami in
the early 1860s, but only, they
thought, long enough to arm them-
selves and return to Cuba. Fidel

— but it was y the federal gov-

Y

Right, Morales is led awa l‘ria
Mramd detective in 1978 qur eing
arrested on drug and weapona
charges, He was accused of
possessing 100 pounds of
marijuana and carrying a
weapon, but he was

acquitted, claiming that he had been
working “undercover” for the
gh‘u at the time. Opposite page,

lorales last month outside a
Miami courtroom where he
appeared at a hearing in
connection with a narcotics case in
whick he is the principal

progecution

I

the Cubans into instruments of vio-
lence, crime and intrigue.

In the '60s, the CIA trained thou-
sands of young Cubans in the use of
weapons and explosives for guerrilla
warfare in what was called the “si-
lent war” against Fidel Castro.
When Lyndon Johnson shut down
the CIA operations in Miami in 1967,
many highly trained ldllers were left
with nothing to do except to seek
Jjobs as laborers.

And as the 1970s dawned, they
turned to a new trade, i i

H
ki

. The exiles learned

country, they eould do for them-
selves. And an epidemic of cocaine
and marijuana began to flood
the south of Florida and, through
&:k conduit, the rest of Amer-

Federal law enforcement, though
bably the last to discover it, was
i when “Operation Eagle”
— & vast sweep against cocaine traf-
fickers in 1970 — showed that 70 per
cent of the suspects arrested had
beenoxfn;mbagu of thaneIA-tnined
igs brigade. members
Ef‘%rigade 2506 had invaded Cuba,
only to surrender on the beaches to
superior forces and spend 20 months
in prison before they were ransomed
llagmt..he Kennedy administration in
Morales was not in Brigade 2506,
One reason, said an intalligence
source, was that the brigade’s politi-
cal leadership, made up of. promi-
nent Cuban exiles him.
When Morales left Cuba in 1960, the
brigade was in its early stages of
formation.

“They felt he was too recently out
of Cuba and they didn't like his asso-
ciation with the G-2 [the Cuban se-
cret, or political, police]. And the
agency [CIA] had other uses for

Born in 1939 in Havana to upper
middle class parents (his father and
grandfather both had been chief
Judges of Havana Province), Mo-
rales attended the University of Ha-
vana during the tumultuous gen'od
of the late 1950s, when Fidel Castro
was waging his war in the mountains
against then-President Fulgencio
Batista.

Morales was an avid admirer of
Castro and formed an underground
rebel unit at the university. After
Castro’s forces entered Havana on
New Year's in 1959, Morales
became atumeré er of DIER, tlljaje
acronym for Cuban army intelli-
gence. Later he joined the G-2, the
political police whose job was to fer-
ret out Batista sympathizers and
othar "“eaumemvulutimry ele-

ments.

Thetg‘,i in November, lQ[go.th%nJes
defected, sought refuge int razi-
lian emhna;%? Havana and eventu-
ally was able to leave Cuba. “Thad to
choose between Moscow and Wash-
ington, and I chose to go to Washing-
ton” was the way Morales later

i his jon. There are
those, mostly his enemies, who still

question where his loyalties truly lie. -

Miami, then as now, was full of
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stateless people. Soldiers of fortune
were everywhere and there was al-
ways a new conspiracy. It was his
kind of town. When Morales arrived
in Miami, no stranger to intrigue, he
quickly learned that he eoald acquire
both money and clout in spying — on
other Cubans.

He proved a valuable asset to the
FBI, which had a hard time during
the early flood of Cuban refugees
trying to tell the “good,” or anti-
Castro Cubans, from the “bad,” or
pro-Castro ones. Sometimes, feder-
al officials have since found, they
are m:] and the same.

Morales pointed the finger for the
FBI and, in time, an enfore-
arformeCLAmr.haponnmljm
gles of Little Havana. When one
ﬁglmul faction or other got out of

e. Morales would arrive “to settle

Ramal Villaverde, former head of
the Little Havana Community Cen-
ter, said of Morales: “When Muno
came to the door, you knew you had
trouble. You knew the agency was
leaning on you and you had better
listen.”

Villaverde, an intelligence officer
in the Bay of Pigs Brigade who died
recently in a boating accident, be-
came a major protagonist in the Mo-

rales story. For reasons nat
completely clear, there was a long
enmity between the two men, some
say because Morales believed Villa-
verde to be a Castro agent, But the
most dangerous “confrontation” be-
tween the two men occurred, ac-
cording to Villaverde, at the
Mutiny, when Morales sat and
threw pats of butter at Villaverde
while they were d.tmldng mgeLher

Underneath his facade of scar tis-
sue, there lurks at times an incur-
ablé romantic inside Morales. He
often talks of how much he likes the
movie “Casablanca."

He watches it every chanee he
gets and says he always cries when
Bogart stays behind to face the Na-
zis while the woman he loves flies
off to safety.

Onee, when asked if he had ever
been forced to kill a woman, he re-
plied: “You don’t kill beautiful wom-
en, you die for them.”

In return for the use of his muscle
and street smarts, the é)laof[;)t—
tle Havana kmew, the Ben
ment hxdgmeumlesulemun
tacit approval to run drugs. It
wasn't the first time the C had
shut its eyes to nareoties traffickin
In Vietnam, CIA “assets” were 3
luv.edtnrundmgsmmtumforln—

formation. Once, when Morales had
been arrested an a nareotics charge
— possession of marijuana — a
search of a house he was using re-
vealed something more than star-
tling, even for a man with Morales’
clout. Among his effects were nota-
tions of the secret radio frequencies
used by all federal and local authori-
ties for drug interdiction in south
Florida, i
DEA, the
toms Service and the Dade Public
Safety Department. Even the Fed-
eral Communications Commission
gaid it did not ssess information
about some of t

Thnﬁthatledtuhorules’ar—
rest on charge began
In February, 1978, when authorities
limumﬁto & court-ordered wh'eup
heard a ] C]:Jm—

3 t's ig

Luw enforcement officials have
said that they were unable to identi-
fy the voice of the man Quesada was
talking to.

On the morning of March 28, 1978,
police raided the home of & Queuda
conﬂdnnt and found Quesada

lars’ wnrth of $100 bills. Wrapped in
paper in a den closet was a large

4 I AL NS, T Wiss S e,

‘When Morales
arrived in Miami,
no siranger to
intrigue, he
quickly learned
that he could
acquire both
money and clout in
spying — on
other Cubans.’
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‘Morales was later cache of cocaine, later determined to  started heading
itted on the be worth just under $1 million. Sev- into another vehicle. The police ar-
ccqu eral other were arrested.  rested the four, confiseating 5,000
narcotics charge, Two weeks later, acting on infor- pounds of marijuana,
mation obtained in the first po-  The ensuing search brought no
claiming he was : v
i Humkedoutln-uckmtdaa end of . Not only the
working undercover. north Dade County home. Three searchers er the drug radio
men came out, got into the truck and frequencias, but also they found a
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IFyou're about to retire ar change jobs from a
company with either a pension or profit sharing
plan, you could also be about to lose a lat of
money to taxes. Because if you receive a lump
sum distribution, it becomes taxable income if
not placed in a tax deferred investment within 60
days. {For example, taking full ‘advantage of cur-
rent tax laws, the IRS payment would be at least
$17,150 on a distribution of § 100,000. State taxes
could eat up even mare.) Thats why you should
take your maney and roll it aver into a Citihank
IRA. (Rallover simply means taking your money
from one place, i e, your company’s pensian
fund, 10 another, Citibank.)

A Citibank Rollover IRA is totally tax sheltered.
You pay no taxes until the time of withdrawal,
Unlike many company controlled retirement
funds, you have the option of being in control.
You can begin to withdraw money from your
Citibank IRA in any increments you wish, at any
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time you wish, between the ages of 59'% and
70V: when, presumably, you'll b in a lower tax
bracket, And the combination of tax deferred
savings plus high interest rates means that your
money is creating a substantial retirement or
investment fund,

To make sure you're getting the most from your
maney, Citibank has created the Citibank Tax
Shelter Center. It's staffed by specialists who
know the ins and outs of lump sum distribution
and who will explain the advantages that our [RA
offers you.

If you wish, and your rollover assets are sub-
stantial, we can tailor an individually managed
investment portfolio, including bond and equity
options, to meet your financial objectives.

To learn more about a Citibank Rollover IRA
stop in atany Citibank branch or call us at (212)
750-7733 or 1-800-522-5686. Outside N.Y. State
1-800-221-1080. Or use the coupon below.
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dentials, which the FBI later said
Morales must have stolen while
waorking as their informant, But no
charges were filed by the FBI,
wh.li normally uses a heavy
against anyone carring
shield without the legal right to have
it.

Morales, who had been taught as
much about Russian weapons as
with 3} mdlryhy o g

& legen operative
named Wﬂi:m )] n, one
of two Americans who — despite or-
ders from President Kennedy —
went ashore with his Ouban trl.g»eea

3 9 » We
here orf the orders of the Msxg:,ybut
we're here and we've got a job to do,
and that's it.”

Robertson, who died several
ﬁn 4go, was one of Morales’ true-
heroes, opinion was not re-
ciprocal, S}:uldn%:me of Morales,
Robertson said: “He learned quick-
Iy, was an efficient killer, and I al-
ways wondered which side he was
on®

To hear Morales tell of his ex-
ploits, you would think he was to Af-
rica what John Wayne was to the
Wild E:t%mknght with the Fifthby

igade, commanded
Michael Hoare, a South African
mercenary known as “Mad Mike,”
Hoare was arrested recently in
South Amc;o ona 'r& i

m an ve attempt
mw the leftist government
of the Seychelles Islands in the Indi-
an Ocean.

During one of Hoare's major bat-
tles, in which the Congolese leftist
forces were reported to have been
led by Ernesto (Che) Guevara, Mo-
rales’ mission was to attempt to in-
filtrate the enemy forces. Morales
says that he did make contact with
someone who was the last man to
see Guevara in the Congo, Guevara
was later killed in Bolivia attempt-

pessant uprising.
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Give
Yourself the
Gift That Grows. ..

.. .the gift of hair. Now, you can
have that gift with a medical hair
transpiant. Performed by doctors
at modern CHC facilities throughout
the country. You owe It to yourself
to act now! Major credit

Cleveiand Hair Clinkc
cards accepted. 204 Oid Country Ra.
T
1501
)i ==~
Cieveland Hair Clinic
Rockefelier
Ll T T T g p—— 630 Fifth Ave.
Sulte 559
Send me free color brochure. no-noto-ss New York. MY 10111
Name (212) 763-7080
Addrass Cleveland Hair Clinic
City wtmmm
Sulte
State Ip Unian, NJ 07083
Phone (home) (work) (2011 964-1184

The Ultimate Informer From page 18

How many people i he i
ow e 1
g ¢ inﬂi:tadpec:mnl:.ies . .. You don't
knowwhuh:gpensaﬂeryouplmeabomh
or fire into a bush,” he ssid.

Morales returned to Miami in 1964, seek-
gldglmm' d'stre, 1t was during this peri-

t.h.uthau‘matnthafnre,usitwm,u
an - In 1968, the FBI had identi-
fied his ts on & bomb that had
mnﬂhnﬁrmthﬁmldmedk:!nppﬂu
tl?Icmm. time when lo f

twasa w 0se organizations o
exiles ran around
CIA, earrying out little missions

t some-
times got out of hand. His i

astro

Galery

o Labes 18 02
797 Merick Ave, o e (212) 8951145

ap anti-C,
terrorist group known as Acclon Cubana.
Morales went to work for Bosch, ostenaibly
making bombs. Actually, the FBI made the
bombs and gave them to Morales, He
helped Bosch place bombs aboard il;igsmd
other targets selected by Bosch, then
— in a twist that was a of forerunner
& B e et
witness against at in Miami
1968 for conspiring to blow up foreig:
ships that he believed were involved
trade with Cuba or other Communist coun-

tries.

Inomtapemcnrdingplayeddurhgthe
trial, Morales was heard to say, “I under-
stand a man named Hunt of the Republican
Party . . . [unintelligible] . . . well . , .
[unintelligible] Texas has given $15,000 to
place bombs.”

No one has ever determined who the
“Hunt" was.

During the trial, Bosch's attorney asked
Morales if he was known by any nick-
names, Morales replied “Mono,"

“How about Chivata [stool pigeon]?™ the
defense attorney asked. Morales did not
have to answer because of a prosecution

obﬁe:tiun.
sch was convicted and given a 10-year
sentence, but was paroled after four, He
then violated his parole by guing to Ven-
ezueln, where his path was once again to
cross Morales’,

But before that, Morales the hunter be-
came the hunted. In 1974, a bomb went off

under his car as he was driving along West
Flagler Street. It was made of ball
bearings and C-4 plastic explosives with a

L

Shortly after 1 PM on Qct. 6, 1976, Cu-
bana airlines Flight 455 lifted off from Bar-
en route to Jamaica

and Havana. Five

es after takeoff,
the pilot radiced Barbados: “Seawall,
Seawall, CU455. We have a fire on board,
uest immediate landing permission.”
?r%m the shore, the islanders could sea the
flaming DC-8 airliner going down into the
warm waters of ti:g C;iba;hcean Stind
explosion ripped though the craft.
persons on board, ineluding the Cuban na-
fencing team, died.

tional i
later, Hernan Ricardo and

Two da;

Fernando L

boarded the at Trinidad and left it at

Barbados — were arrested. They had
Caracas, Venmeln? with a coded

So was Ricardo Morales, Although no
one knew it at the time, Morales had re-
cendgﬁ)em hired as his boss.

DISIP and the regular Venezuelan police
had a major diplomatic problem on their
hands: Because of the large Cuban exile
colony living in Venezuels, the government
had made s tacit agreement with the ter-
rorists: Do what you want, but not in Ven-
ezuela. Now that hﬁer&:l;-ma
agreement was coming to t e
or 8o they thought.

At that time, too, in late 1976, terrorists
upernﬁnénm of Miami — who share a ha-
tred for Castro but little else — had held a
solidarity meeting in the Dominican Re-
publle, forming what was described as &
S:;bm PLO — called CORU — in which all

U lgreedzabumdtog\!thertouust
Castgt: t was, and is still, widely believed




the aftermath of that meetin .but'

primarily in the Western
sphere. A related

s “”’?w'ms“‘m'“"" Wilians
on , 1982, as i
&gast}o:}e _Mogﬁ;l:; the Dade
unty Justice in Mismi:
Q. nga you ever. . . either fab-
ux'i;nted or assisted in the fabrication
an explosive or Placad or assisted
in the placement of an
blew up an airi
done

A. Bay that again?

Q. Have you ever . . .

A. I'm going to cut it short for
you. Yes.

Q. On how many different occs-
sions?

A. One,

‘Orlande Bosch, the man Morales had
put in jail in the United States, was
now in Venezuela and he was arresied
for the Cubana airliner bombing.”

A. 1576, Let me correct myself, so
T won't have to do it tomorrow. The
craft involved was a Communist air
811“ plane from the Republic of

ba.

Q. How many people were on
board? X

A. There were, including North
force officers of the Cuban air force
and assorted members of the Com-
munist Party . . I believe that the

vernment of Cuba is the only
one] that could eome up with the ex-

act 5

Q. t is the best information
you have?

A, According to the press, which,
to the 'l;seat. of my knowledge is

wrong, 73.
Q. Did you place that explosive
device on the aircraft, or you

it?
A. No, Idid not place and I did not
mﬁﬁc\'ﬁnﬁ' did you have in that
n t part you have
incident?

A. Tn that incident?
Q. Yes, what did you do?
A. Oh, I was part of the conspira-
tors.
Q. What f did you
in mepaﬁawing nglg
that eirplane?

A, Oh, surveillance of the
flights of that Cuban air force 1
providing by a third party the explo-
sives. *

Q. Is that to say you made avail-
able the explosives to the people
who actually did the manual work

through & third persan, an interme-
A Yes.
Q. What was the in that ingi-

dent or episode, so far as you know,
played by Dr. Boseh? i
A. None whatsoever,
Q. You have heard that he has

been implicated in it or accused of it,
haven't you?

A. Oh, yes: in fact, | arrested him,

Q. Is it your tutimnny that you
arrested him for that episoda?

A. Twas ardered to arrest Dy, Os-
lando Bosch and produce him to
immediate superior [in DISI;?:
De Dr. Rivas Vasquez.
i is, then, while you were
with DISIP?

A. That was at the time | was
commissar in charge of division 54.

Q. So, did you actually arrest Dr,
Bosch and d&ﬁvurulim over?

na

connection divectly or indi-
rectly w;ith the demolition of that

Has no ty [sic] whatsoever.
Q. Well, let's not our-
selves with evaluated concepts.

Q. Let's not get involved — I'm

about the realities of it.

A, [Bosch] has nothing to do
with it at all.

Q. At the time you furnished the
explodru,gidbey::egmwﬂmthw
were go to sabotage or
blowuhtgn irplane?

A. Not at the beginning, and the
source of explosives, Mr. Williams,
was the result of a seareh executed
by agents of my division in a house

fooign nehigencs enemi sp3

‘Morales details his murder of @ man
named Eladie Ruiz, the attempted

machine-gun killing of Costanza in
Miami and about 20 bombings in Miami.’

there was a lot of material that was
seized and there were some

sives . . . found there, which were,
of course, turned over to the explo-
sive and disposal division of the
DISIP, and that's where — that's

sives their way eventually
into the ab
A. | share,
Q. Did you know at the time . .
&Iukamthum];ﬁmibﬂky.
Q. I understand. Did you know at
the time you took whatever steps
were necessary in order for the ex.
plosives to be put on their path that
eventually wound up inside the air-
plane?
you know were going

to used to explode the airplane?
fn-al.{uthuing bed

q prol
Morales on his feelings about the
vietims, especially women and ehil-

Q. If, in fact, the
dren under the age of 18 on board
that airplane, would you still
regard a5 being Communist
sympathizers under any cireum-
stances?

A. I will consider them — that is
because 1 have no
medge about that, but that is

ug — but to please you,

Wi, T wil sy that they wil b
long to the Youth Orge- -
nization, and in due time, they will
become full- G

Q. Not re.

A. Well, not anymore in their
cases.

Morales went on to say that Ricar-

do, one of the men arrested for put-
mm:mbunthephm,w ed

Morales learned at least lprt of
what he knows about explosives
from the United States

plastic ex-

In the thousands of pages that fol-
low, Morales mnamor
a man named Eladio Ruiz, the at-

killing of Cos-
tanza in Miami and about 20

EEE
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bon‘hmgﬁ in Miami, some uf which he said
he carried out for 8 mob-connected man —
charging whatever the traffic would bear.

Sometimes he would charge
bombing, sometimes less.

When Williams asked him, in effect, if he
was doing bombings for just about anyone
who required his craft, Morales said: “Yes,
1 guess you could say that.”

One day, he related to wmm. he was
aen a “bombing mission,” but could not

¢« any explosives. When Willinms said
that would be like Hershey not bemg lhla
to find choeolate, Morales replied with
smile: "Some dayu; I:fe‘u just a biec:h_"

The case that led to Morales' dramatic
deposiu'ou is & major narcotics trafficking

Ter or s0 Morales says, called Tick

ks. It got its name because a listenin,
dewce later discovered by the acmaag
cunspimmrs, was placed in a clock. The
case was exclusively a Morales production,
in which the Miami police and State Attor-
ney Janet Reno still seem to have anly mi-
nor parts. The police say they knew all
about Morales' “indiscretions,” including
the airline bombing, before the case ever

$1,000 for a

One of the chief investigators, D.C,
Diaz, testified at a court hearing that he
knew of Morales' involvement In the crash,
adding: “To my knowledge, it was some
kind of CIA operation.” Morales also has
said that he told the prosecutor, Assistant
State Attorney Rina Cohan, all about his
past dealings in terrorism.

police, and the conversations recorded by
the listening device are incomprehensible.
There is endless chit-chat, in sh,
about dogs, horses and cows, all of which
the police say are code words for drugs.

Animosity between Villaverde and
rales went back & long way. Among other
things, each had accused the other of wark-
ing for Fidel Castro, Bat there is an added
dimension to the Villaverde awry He died
March 81 in the Bahamas in a boating acci-
dent. His body was never recovered. He
had been a major federal government wit-
ness in the burgeoning investigation of
renegade CIA man Edwin Wilson, who has
flad to Libya and who is accused of illegally
supplying Libyan strongman Moammar
Khadafy with U. 8. weapons and technol-
ogy. Wilson, at one point, had tried to hire

illaverde, his brother and a third man to
kill a Khadafy enemy hiding in Egypt.

Villaverde was lured to Swimr]gg i
met with Wilson on the belief that he was
being hired to kill the terrorist known as
“Carlos.” When Villaverde learned the true
identity of his target, he said, he refused
and informed friends at the CIA that Wil-
son was involved “with the Communists.”
From that peint on, Villaverde said, he
started having problems, with the FBI and
with Tick T .

Assistant [J, 8. Attorney Lawrence Bar-
cella, who is heading the Justice Depart-
ment's investigation of Wilson, says that he
doubts Villaverde's harassment theory.
But Barcella adds: “T never did understand
that whole Miami scene.”

Morales, for his part, told police and r.he
prosecutor in Miami that while he was a big
mover in the cocaine trade, he turned in-
former against Quesada and the others be-
cuuse they wanted to start dealing in

hero
Aru:l that, he said, offended his sense of
maorality. ©

Forty-seven persons — some fa
some infamous — were arrested in Tick
Talks, including Quesada, which was no
surprise. But the accused in the case also
included Villaverds, the former head of the
Little Hevana Community Center and ons
of the more respected members of the exile
community. Another defendant was Frank
Castro, one of Miami's better-known ter-
rorists, who ia the first to say he deals in
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