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B
y
 R

O
B

E
R

T
 M

cG
. T

H
O

M
A

S
 Jr. 

Jo
h
n
 P

. M
o
h
r, th

e cru
sty

, p
o
k
er-

p
lay

in
g
 F

.B
.I. o

fficial w
h
o
 b

ecam
e a 

m
em

b
er o

f J. E
d
g
ar H

o
o
v
er's in

n
er 

circle an
d
 later p

lay
eo

 a cen
tral ro

le 

in
 th

e m
y
sterio

u
s d

isap
p
earan

ce o
f 

H
o
o
v
er's leg

en
d
ary

 files o
n
 p

o
liti-

cian
s, d

ied
 last S

atu
rd

ay
 at a h

o
sp

i-

tal n
ear h

is h
o
m

e in
 A

rlin
g
to

n
, V

a. 

H
e w

as S
6
 an

d
 h

ad
 retired

 in
 1

9
7
2
 as 

assistan
t to

 th
e d

irecto
r. 

H
is w

ife, S
tella, said

 th
e cau

se w
as 

ren
al failu

re. 
In

 th
e last d

o
zen

 y
ears o

f H
o
o
v
er's 

alm
o
st h

alf-cen
tu

ry
 reig

n
 as D

irec-

to
r o

f th
e F

ed
eral B

u
reau

 o
f In

v
esti-

g
atio

n
, M

r. M
o
h
r w

as o
n
e o

f a h
an

d
-

fu
l o

f b
u
reau

 o
fficials w

h
o
 h

ad
 h

is 

e
a
r a

n
d
 tru

st 
M

r. M
o
h
r w

as o
ccasio

n
ally

 id
en

ti-

fied
 as th

e b
u
reau

's N
o
. 3

 m
an

, b
e-

h
in

d
 H

o
o
v
er's in

sep
arab

le co
m

p
an

-

io
n
, th

e asso
ciate d

irecto
r, C

ly
d
e T

o
l-

so
n
. B

u
t in

 an
 o

rg
an

izatio
n
 th

at h
ad

 

ro
o
m

 fo
r o

n
ly

 o
n
e o

v
erw

een
in

g
 eg

o
, 

M
r. M

o
h
r w

as sh
rew

d
 en

o
u
g
h
 to

 re-

m
ain

 in
 th

e sh
ad

o
w

s. 
It w

a
s n

o
t u

n
til a

fte
r H

o
o
v
e
r's 

d
eath

, in
 M

ay
 1

9
7
2
, th

at th
e fu

ll d
i-

m
en

sio
n
 o

f h
is p

o
sitio

n
 b

eg
an

 to
 b

e 

k
n
o
w

n
 b

e
y
o
n
d
 th

e
 b

u
re

a
u
's fifth

-

flo
u
t h

e
a
d
q
u
a
rte

rs a
t th

e
 D

e
p
a
rt-

m
en

t o
f Ju

stice. It w
as M

r. M
o
h
r, fo

r 

e
x
a
m

p
le

, w
h
o
 w

a
s c

h
o
se

n
 b

y
 M

r. 

T
o
lso

n
 to

 n
o
tify

 th
e actin

g
 A

tto
rn

ey
 

G
e
n
e
ra

l, R
ic

h
a
rd

 K
le

in
d
ie

n
st, o

f 

H
o
o
v
er's d

eath
. It w

as M
r. M

o
h
r w

h
o
 

w
as g

iv
en

 th
e resp

o
n
sib

!lity
 o

f seal-
in

g
 th

e
 D

ire
c
to

r's p
e
rso

n
a
l o

ffic
e
, 

a
n
d
 it w

a
s h

e
 w

h
o
 su

p
e
rv

ise
d
 th

e
 

fu
n
eral arran

g
em

en
ts. 

T
o
 th

o
se w

h
o
 h

ad
 k

n
o
w

n
 h

im
 it 

w
as h

ard
ly

 su
rp

risin
g
 th

at M
r. M

o
h
r 

carried
 o

u
t each

 o
f th

e d
u
ties w

ith
 

th
e sam

e scru
p
u
lo

u
s efficien

cy
 an

d
 

d
iscretio

n
 th

at h
ad

 m
ark

ed
 h

is rise 

th
ro

u
g
h
 th

e F
.B

.I. 
M

r. M
cn

r w
as a p

lu
m

b
er's so

n
 w

h
o
 

v.-  a
 =

 e
 r 	

e
st N

e
w

 

an
d
 g

rew
 u

p
 in

 K
in

g
sto

n
, N

.Y
. H

e 
w

e
n
t to

 W
a
sh

in
2
to

n
 a

s a
 fo

o
tb

a
ll 

h
ero

, w
o
n
 a sch

o
larsh

ip
 to

 A
m

erican
 

U
n
iv

ersity
 th

erai an
d
 later earn

ed
 a 

law
 d

eg
ree at n

ig
h
t sch

o
o
l. 

Jo
h
n
 P

. M
o
h
r 

A
 cru

cia
l fig

u
re in

 

th
e d

isa
p
p
ea

ra
n
ce cf 

secret files af,!er 

H
o
o
ver's d

ea
th

. 

A
lo

n
g
 th

e w
ay

, h
e b

ecam
e so

 sm
it-

te
n
 w

ith
 a

 G
o
v
e
rn

m
e
n
t se

c
re

ta
ry

, 

S
tella M

o
rris, th

at w
h
en

 h
e co

u
ld

 n
o
t 

w
a
n
g
le

 a
n
 in

tro
d
u
c
tio

n
, h

e
 in

tro
-

d
u
ced

 h
im

self an
d
 p

ro
m

p
tly

 ask
ed

 

h
er to

 a d
an

ce. "I k
n
ew

 th
e an

sw
er 

w
as y

es, b
u
t I m

ad
e h

im
 w

ait a few
 

d
ay

s," sh
e said

 y
esterd

ay
, recallin

g
 

th
at th

e d
an

ce w
as o

n
 N

o
v
. 3

, In:. 
A

fter th
eir m

arriag
e fo

u
r m

o
n
th

s 

later, M
rs. M

o
h
r co

n
tin

u
ed

 w
o
rk

in
g
 

to
 p

u
t h

e
r h

u
sb

a
n
d
 th

ro
u
g
h
 la

w
 

sc
h
o
o
l. b

u
t h

e
 n

e
v
e
r p

ra
c
tic

e
d
. In

 

19.39. w
hile w

orking at a low
-level job 

in
 th

e
 J

u
s
tic

e
 D

e
p
a
rtm

e
n
t, h

e
 

learn
ed

 th
at th

e F
.B

.I. w
as d

esp
erate 

fo
r q

u
alified

 ag
en

ts in
 th

e o
p
en

in
g
 

m
o
n
th

s o
f W

o
rld

 W
ar II an

d
 rro

m
p
t- ly signed up to be a G

-m
an, as he told 

h
is frien

d
s. 

If M
r. M

o
h
r h

a
d
 d

re
a
m

e
d
 o

f a
 

career track
in

g
 d

o
w

n
 d

esp
erad

o
es, 

h
e w

as so
o
n
 d

isap
p
o
in

ted
. A

fter ju
st 

a few
 m

o
n
th

s in
 th

e S
an

 F
ran

cisco
 

and L
os A

ngeles field offices, he w
as 

su
m

m
o
n
ed

 b
ack

 to
 h

ead
q
u
arters. 

In
 an

 era w
h
en

 a casu
al criticism

 
o
f b

u
reau

 o
p
eratio

n
s co

u
ld

 lead
 to

 

b
an

ish
m

en
t to

 a rem
o
te field

 o
ffice, 

it w
a
s a

 trib
u
te

 to
 M

r. M
o
h
r's in

-

stin
cts fo

r su
rv

iv
al an

d
 h

is ap
titu

d
e 

fo
r flattery

, as w
ell as to

 h
is p

ro
fi-

cien
cy

, th
at h

e n
o
t o

n
ly

 rem
ain

ed
 in

 

W
ash

in
g
to

n
 fo

r tw
o
 d

ecad
es b

u
t also

 
ad

v
an

ced
 stead

ily
. 

H
e m

ig
h
t b

e b
ru

sq
u
e at tim

es an
d
 

g
iv

e v
en

t to
 su

d
d
en

 an
g
er, b

u
t p

artly
 

th
ro

u
g
h
 th

e cam
arad

erie o
f reg

u
lar 

p
o
k
er p

arties at th
e B

lu
e R

id
g
e C

lu
b
 

n
e
a
r H

a
rp

e
r's F

e
rry

, W
.V

a
., M

r. 

M
o
h
r cem

en
ted

 relatio
n
s w

ith
 m

an
y
 

o
f h

is co
lleag

u
es an

d
 p

o
w

erfu
l o

u
t-

sid
ers, lik

e Jam
es Jesu

s A
n
g
leto

n
 o

f 
th

e C
en

tral In
tellig

en
ce A

g
en

cy
. 

A
 budget specialist w

ho frequently 

acco
m

p
an

ied
 H

o
o
v
er to

 C
o
n
g
res-

sio
n
al h

earin
g
s an

d
 w

h
o
 w

as a m
as-

ter at h
id

in
g
 secret b

u
reau

 ex
p
en

d
i-

tu
res, M

r. M
o
h
r w

es co
n
sid

ered
 a 

logical successor to the D
irector. B

ut 

H
o
o
v
er h

ad
 created

 su
ch

 fear d
u
rin

g
 

h
is lo

n
g
 an

d
 au

to
cratic reig

n
 th

at 

P
resid

en
t R

ich
ard

 M
. N

ix
o
n
 d

elib
er-

ately
 p

assed
 o

v
er in

sid
ers to

 p
ick

 L
. 

P
atrick

 G
ray

, a Ju
stice D

ep
artm

en
t 

o
fficial, to

 h
ead

 th
e b

u
reau

. 
M

r. M
o
h
r an

d
 h

is co
lleag

u
es su

c-
ceed

ed
 in

 d
riv

in
g
 M

r. G
ray

 o
u
t w

ith
-

in
 a few

 m
o
n
th

s, b
u
t n

o
t b

efo
re th

e 

new
 D

irector had forced M
r. M

ohr to 
resig

n
. 

E
v
en

 th
en

, as later in
v
estig

atio
n
s 

co
n
clu

d
ed

, M
r. M

o
h
r co

n
tin

u
ed

 to
 

receiv
e an

 array
 o

f illicit fav
o
rs th

at 

h
e
 h

a
d
 e

n
jo

y
e
d
 a

s a
 h

ig
h
 b

u
re

a
u
 

o
fficial, in

clu
d
in

g
 reg

u
lar serv

icin
g
 

o
f h

is car. 
A

n
d
 n

o
 w

o
n
d
er. In

 th
e w

av
e o

f 

investigations that follow
ed H

oover's 

d
eath

, M
r. M

o
h
r's tig

h
t-lip

p
ed

 lo
y
-

a
lty

 b
e
c
a
m

e
 m

a
n
ife

st. W
h
e
n
 M

r. 

K
lein

d
ien

st, fo
r ex

am
p
le, co

n
cern

ed
 

a
b
o
u
t p

re
se

rv
in

g
 H

o
o
v
e
r's se

c
re

t  files, o
rd

ered
 M

r. M
o
h
r to

 seal th
e 

D
irecto

r's p
erso

n
al o

ffice, M
r. M

o
h
r 

d
id

 so
, w

ith
o
u
t m

en
tio

n
in

g
 th

at th
e 

D
irecto

r, w
h
o
 h

ad
 eig

h
t o

th
er o

ffices 
cram

m
ed

 w
ith

 files, k
ep

t n
o
te le h

is 

p
erso

n
al o

ffice. (H
e also

 rep
eated

ly
 

in
sisted

 th
ere w

ere n
o
 secret files, 

b
lith

ely
 ex

p
lain

in
g
 later th

at th
e files 

o
n
 p

o
litician

s w
ere n

o
t "secret," b

e-

cau
se h

e k
n
ew

 all ab
o
u
t th

em
.) 

B
y
 th

e tim
e th

e tru
th

 b
ecam

e ap
-

p
aren

t, tru
ck

lo
ad

s o
f files h

ad
 b

een
 

ta
k
e
n
 to

 th
e
 b

a
se

m
e
n
t re

c
re

a
tio

n
 

ro
o
m

 o
f H

o
o
v
er's 3

0
th

 S
treet h

o
u
se. 

T
h
ere, v

ario
u
s w

itn
esses h

av
e said

, 

H
o
o
v
er's lo

n
g
tim

e secretary
, H

elen
 

G
a
n
d
y
, sp

e
n
t w

e
e
k
s p

o
rin

g
 o

v
e
r 

th
em

 u
n
d
er M

r. M
o
h
r's su

p
erv

isio
n
. 

S
he insisted the files w

ere all person-
al p

ap
ers w

ith
 n

o
 relev

an
ce to

 th
e 

F
.B

.I., b
u
t h

er acco
u
n
t w

as g
iv

en
 

little
 c

re
d
e
n
c
e
, e

sp
e
c
ia

lly
 a

fte
r 

n
eig

h
b
o
rs to

ld
 o

f seein
g
 M

r. M
o
h
r 

an
d
 o

th
ers, in

clu
d
in

g
 a m

an
 a n

eig
h
-

bor recognized as M
r. A

ngleton, cart-

in
g
 m

a
n
y
 b

o
x
e
s a

w
a
y
 b

e
fo

re
 th

e
 

rem
ain

d
er o

f th
e files w

ere sh
ip

p
ed

 

o
ff fo

r sh
red

d
in

g
. 

M
r. M

o
h
r later testified

 th
at h

e 

h
a
d
 ta

k
e
n
 o

n
ly

 so
m

e
 c

a
se

s o
f 

"sp
o
iled

 w
in

e." 
W

ithin days of H
oover's death, M

r. 

M
o
h
r o

b
tain

ed
 p

o
w

er o
f atto

rn
ey

 
from

 M
r. T

olson, w
ho had suffered a 

series o
f stro

k
es an

d
 resig

n
ed

 after a 

d
ay

 as actin
g
 d

irecto
r, m

o
v
in

g
 in

to
 

th
e 3

0
th

 S
treet h

o
u
se h

e h
ad

 in
h
erit-

ed
 alo

n
g
 w

ith
 th

e b
u
lk

 o
f th

e H
o
o
v
er 

estate. W
h
en

 M
r. T

o
lso

n
 d

ied
 th

ree 

y
ears later, M

r. M
o
h
r w

as h
is ex

ecu
-

to
r. T

h
at b

ecam
e a m

atter o
f so

m
e 

em
b
arrassm

en
t after th

e w
ill, w

h
ich

 

left 8
2
0
,0

0
0
 to

 M
r. M

o
h
r, w

as ch
al-

len
g
ed

 b
y
 relativ

es o
f M

r. T
o
lso

n
. 

A
fter an

 F
.B

.I. secretary
 testified

 

th
a
t sh

e
 h

a
d
 fo

rg
e
d
 M

r. T
o
lso

n
's 

sig
n
atu

re at M
r. M

o
h
r's b

eh
est, th

e 
m

atter w
as settled

 o
u
t o

f co
u
rt 

In
 ad

d
itio

n
 to

 h
is w

ife, h
e is su

r-

vived by a son. R
ichard, of H

erndon. 

V
a.; a daughter, Jeanne S

cott of C
lif-

to
n
, V

a.; th
ree b

ro
th

ers, P
h
illip

, o
f 

C
incinnati, P

aul, of B
ellevue, W

ash., 

and C
hester, of O

cala, F
la_, and four 

g
ran

d
ch

ild
ren

. 


