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ith bloody hands 
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riginal S
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dgar H
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B

I. R
ob-

ert U
nger. A

ndrew
s M

cM
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C
hicago T

ribune 

W
h

en
 T

im
o

th
y

 M
cV

eig
h

 w
en

t o
n

 tri-
al fo

r h
is in

v
o
lv

em
en

t in
 th

e O
k
lah

o
m

a 
C

ity
 b

o
m

b
in

g
; stan

d
in

g
 w

ith
 h

im
 in

 th
e 

d
o
c
k
 w

a
s U

n
c
le

 S
a
m

. A
s h

a
p
p
e
n
e
d
 

during the O
.J. S

im
pson trial, the F

B
I'se;=;,. 

o
n

ce-b
ally

h
o

o
ed

 crim
e lab

 sto
o

d
' ac-

cu
sed

 o
f w

ro
n
g
ly

 lab
elin

g
 ev

id
en

ce,. 
g
iv

in
g
 p

ro
secu

to
rs the benefit of scien-

tific d
o

u
b

t, an
d

 ev
en

 tailo
rin

g
 lab

 re-
su

lts to
 fit th

e g
o

v
ern

m
en

t's th
eo

ries, 
O

u
trag

ed
 b

y
 th

ese rev
elatio

n
s, a re-

p
o
rter fo

r N
atio

n
al P

u
b

lic
-R

ad
io

 said
, - 

"It m
ak

es u
s w

o
n

d
er ju

st w
h

at th
e F

B
I 

c
rim

e
 la

b
 w

a
s d

o
in

g
 a

ll th
o
se

 y
e
a
rs 

w
h
en

 n
o
 o

n
e w

as w
atch

in
g
." R

o
b
ert: 

U
n
g
er say

s h
e k

n
o
w

s. 
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A

 P
u
litzer :P

rize-w
in

n
in

g
 jo

u
rn

alist 
w

h
o
 h

as w
o
rk

ed
 fo

r-  th
e 

K
ansas C

ity 
Star a

n
d
 th

e
 C

hicago T
ribune, 

U
n
g
er 

tells a riv
etin

g
 tale o

f a m
assacre th

at 
c
h

a
n

g
e
d

 th
e
 fa

c
e, 

o
f A

m
e
ric

a
n
 la

w
.—

 
e
n
fo

rc
e
m

e
n
t, _
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- A

c
tin

g
 a

s h
isto

ria
n
' a

n
d

 d
e
te

c
tiv

e
, 

U
n

g
er strip

s aw
ay

 65 y
ears o

f leg
en

d
, - 

lies, p
erju

ries an
d
 co

v
er-u

p
s, an

d
 re-

v
e
a
ls w

h
a
t J. E

d
g
a
r H

o
o
v
e
r n

e
v
e
r 

w
a
n

te
d

 re
v

e
a
le

d
:' th

e
 tru

th
. F

o
rg

e
t 

th
o
se sto

ries ab
o
u
t th
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u
eak

y
 clean

 
G
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en

 an
d
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an

g
b

u
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h
o

 sp
o

k
e lik

e 
R

o
b

ert S
tack

 an
d

 lo
o

k
ed

 lik
e K

ev
in

 
C

o
stn

er. "T
h
e F

B
I d

id
n
't g

o
 b

ad
; it w

as' 
born bad ... in the blood of U

nion S
ta- ' 

tion" in K
ansas C

ity, M
o.; w

rites U
nger. 

T
he F

B
I file on the case "doesn't speak 

of a p
ro

u
d
 b

irth
. It d

escrib
es o

rig
in

al 
sin

." 	
, 

A
 stan

d
ard

 acco
u
n
t o

f th
e m

assacre 
is fo

u
n
d
 in

 C
u
rt G

en
try

's J. E
dgar H

oo-
ver: 7'he M

an and the Secrets (1991). June 
1'7, 1933; w

as a busy m
orning at U

nion 
S

tatio
n

. A
s p

assen
g

ers cro
w

d
ed

 th
e 

fro
n

t d
o

o
rs, o

n
e g

ro
u

p
 leav

in
g

 th
e sta-

tio
n

 k
ep

t,to
 itself. ,H

an
d

cu
ffed

 in
 th

e 
cen

ter o
f th

e g
ro

u
p

 w
as F

ran
k

 N
ash

, 
an

 escap
ed

 b
an

k
 ro

b
b

er w
h

o
 h

ad
 b

een
 

cap
tu

red
' a few

 d
ay

s b
efo

re. A
ro

u
n

d
 

h
im

 w
ere

.  th
re

e
 p

o
lic

e
 o

ffic
e
rs a

n
d
 

fo
u
r fed

eral ag
en

ts. 
W

h
e
n
 th

e
 g

ro
u
p
 re

a
c
h
e
d
 th

e
 c

a
r 

w
aitin

g
,to

 tak
e N

ash
 to

 L
eav

en
w

o
rth

 
p

riso
n

 in
 K

an
sas, "th

ey
 w

ere su
d

d
en

ly
 

am
b

u
sh

ed
 b

y
 th

ree. m
en

 carry
in

g
 p

is-
to

ls an
d
 su

b
m

ach
in

e g
u
n
s," acco

rd
in

g
 

to G
entry. B

y the tim
e the shooting had 

sto
p

p
ed

, "fo
u

r o
f th

e law
m

en
 	

w
ere 

d
ead

 an
d

 tw
o

 o
th

ers w
o

u
n

d
ed

. 'A
lso

 
d
ead

 w
as N

ash
, th

e m
an they'd tried to 

free." 
T

h
e m

assacre o
u

trag
ed

 th
e n

atio
n

. 

B
efo

re th
e k

illin
g
, th

ese g
an

g
sters o

f 
the H

eartland —
 B

onnie and C
lyde, M

a 
B

ark
er an

d
 h

er b
o
y
s, Jo

h
n
 D

illin
g
er, et 

al. —
 h

ad
 b

een
 g

lam
o
rized

 as m
o
d
ern

-
d

ay
 R

o
b

in
 H

o
o

d
s stealin

g
 fro

m
 th

e 
state th

at sto
le fro

m
 th

e p
eo

p
le. B

u
t 

th
e U

n
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n
 S

tatio
n
 M
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an

g
ed

 
all th

at "T
h
is w

as n
o
 S

ain
t V

alen
tin

e's 
D

ay.  m
assacre," w

rites G
en

try
, "w

h
ere 

g
an

g
sters k

illed
 each

 o
th

er. B
latan

tly
, 
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g
an

tly
, th

e g
u
n
m

en
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ad
 sh

o
t d
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w
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n
 p
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o
p
le
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ro
a
d
 d
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lig

h
t in
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u

b
lic p

lace." 
H

o
o

v
er q

u
ick

ly
 cap

italized
 o

n
 th

e 
tragedy. W

ithin 11 m
onths of the blood-

b
ath

, h
e h

ad
 su

ccessfu
lly

 lo
b

b
ied

 C
o

n
-

g
ress fo

r n
in

e n
ew

 m
ajo

r crim
e b

ills 
th

at b
allo

o
n

ed
 th

e leg
al ju

risd
ictio

n
 o

f 
h
is fled

g
lin

g
 ag

en
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d
 p
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v
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ed
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im
 

w
ith

 u
n
p
reced

en
ted

 p
o
w

er. H
o
o
v
er 

th
en

 an
n

o
u

n
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n

 O
ct. 1

0
, 1

9
3

4
, th

e 
"co

m
p
lete so

lu
tio

n
" to

 th
e m

assacre. 
H

e said
 th

at V
ern

e M
iller, a b

an
k
 ro

b
-

.. b
er, k

iller an
d
 frien

d
 o

f N
ash

's, "'w
as 

id
e
n
tifie

d
 a

s th
e
 le

a
d
e
r o

f th
e
 g

u
n
- 

m
en

'" an
d
 th

at "'th
e o

th
er assassin

s 
w

e
re

 C
h
a
rle

s A
rth

u
r "P

re
tty

 B
o
y
' 

F
lo

y
d
 an

d
 th

e latter's lieu
ten

an
t, A

d
--,  

am
 R

ichetti.... F
loyd 	

w
as w

ounded 
in the skirm

ish and since that tim
e hash  

successfully rem
ained under cover.' 

N
o

w
 U

n
g

er, w
h

o
 sin

ce 1
9

8
3

 h
as 

co
m

b
ed

 th
ro

u
g

h
 ev

ery
 p

ag
e o

f th
e 

8
9
-v

o
lu

m
e F

B
I file o

n
 th

e m
assacre, 

p
ro

v
id

es as d
etailed

 a p
ictu

re o
f th

e 
sh

o
o
to

u
t as can

 p
ro

b
ab

ly
 b

e m
ad

e, 
M

iller w
as in

d
eed

 th
e lead

er o
f th

e 
"assassins," but w

hether F
loyd and R

i-
chetti w

ere involved w
e w

ill probably 
never know

. W
hat U

nger proves is that 
the gangsters at U

nion S
tation that 

w
ere n

o
t resp

o
n
sib

le fo
r th

e b
lo

o
k
 

b
ath

: F
ed

eral ag
en

t Jo
e L

ack
ey

, w
h

o
'' 

w
as seated

 in
 th

e b
ack

 seat o
f th

e cart  
w

aiting to take N
ash to L

eavenw
orth: ,  

p
an

ick
ed

 w
h
en

 M
iller y

elled
 at th

e' : 
law

m
en

 to
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u
t 'em

 u
p

! U
p

! U
p

!'"; ' 
L

ackey shot first and shot w
ildly, blow

: 
in

g
 o

ff th
e b

ack
 o

f N
ash

's h
ead

 an
d
": 

k
illin

g
 a fed

eral ag
en

t an
d

 a p
o

lice of- ,! 
ficer o

u
tsid

e th
e car. 

U
nger then takes the reader through ,, 

H
o

o
v

er's elab
o

rate co
v

er-u
p

 o
f th

e" 
tru

th
 an

d
 o

th
er related

 sh
en

an
ig

an
s 1, 

such as illegal w
iretaps and break-ins;1` 

fo
rced

 testim
o

n
ies an

d
 th

e p
o

ssib
le 

m
anufacturing of evidence in the B

u-
reau

's lab
. 

T
h
e F

B
I's real ro

le in
 th

is case is no 
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n
g
er in

 q
u
estio

n
, th
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k
s to

 U
n
g
er. ' 

T
h
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o
u
n
g
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B
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se an

d
 a 
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sad

e an
d

 a .v
icto

ry
 to

 ch
am

p
io

n
,' 

an
d
 th

e tru
th

 ab
o
u
t th

e m
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 ' 
w

ould not provide w
hat H

oover need-
ed. 

 
 B

u
t n

o
 m

atter, fo
r as U

n
g
er co

n
- -

eludes, "legend provided it all." 

John D
illinger, 

left, w
as am

ong 
gangsters 

glam
orized as 

R
obin H

oods; 
that irked J. 

E
dgar H

oover. 


