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menstrual 
cy

cle o
f W

eav
er's teen

ag
e 

daughter, and planned an arrest scenario 
around it." 

O
n A

ug. 21, 1992, six heavily arm
ed, 

cam
ouflaged U

.S
. m

arshals sneaked onto 
M

r. W
eav

er's p
ro

p
erty

. T
h
ree ag

en
ts 

th
rew

 ro
ck

s to
 g

et th
e atten

tio
n
 o

f M
r. 

W
eaver's dogs. A

s M
r. W

eaver's 14-year-
old son. S

am
m

y, and K
evin H

arris, a 25-
year-old fam

ily friend living in the cabin, 
ran to see w

hat the dogs w
ere barking at, 

U
.S

. m
arsh

als k
illed

 o
n

e o
f th

e d
o

g
s. 

S
am

m
y W

eaver fired his gun in the direc-
tio

n
 th

e sh
o

ts h
ad

 co
m

e fro
m

. R
an

d
y

 
W

eaver cam
e out and hollered for his son 

to com
e back to the cabin. S

am
m

y yelled, 

B
y Jam

es 13ovaan 
F

B
I D

irector L
ouis F

reeh last w
eek an-

nounced that no FB
I agents w

ould be fired 
or severely punished for their role In the 
botched attack on Idaho w

hite separatist 
R

andy W
eaver and his fam

ily in 1992, 
w

hich led to the death of M
r. W

eaver's son 
and w

ife. T
he announcem

ent, w
hich drew

 
denunciations from

 both the A
m

erican 
C

ivil L
iberties U

nion and the N
ational R

i-
fle A

sso
ciatio

n
, is th

e co
n

clu
sio

n
 o

f a 
patchw

ork of deception that has continued 
for m

ore than tw
o years. 

M
r. F

reeh, in his statem
ent on F

riday, 
declared that "the [R

andy W
eaver case) 

crisis w
as one of the m

ost dangerous and 
potentially violent situations to w

hich F
B

I 
agents have ever been assigned." B

ut this 
is patent nonsense. G

iven the grow
ing im

-
portance of this case, a review

 of the facts 
is in order. 

R
andy W

eaver lived w
ith his w

ife and 
fo

u
r ch

ild
ren

 in
 an

 iso
lated

 cab
in

 o
n

 
R

uby R
idge in the Idaho m

ountains, 40 
m

iles south of the C
anadian border. M

r. 
W

eav
er d

id
 n

o
t fav

o
r v

io
len

ce ag
ain

st 
an

y
 o

th
er race, b

u
t b

eliev
ed

 th
at th

e 
races should live separately. B

ecause of 
his extrem

e beliefs, he w
as targeted for a 

sting operation. 
T

w
o

 S
h

o
tg

u
n

s 
In 1989, an undercover agent of the B

u-
reau of A

lcohol, T
obacco and Firearm

s ap-
proached M

r. W
eaver and pressured the 

m
ountain m

an to sell him
 saw

ed-off shot-
guns. M

r. W
eaver at first refused, but the 

ag
en

t w
as p

ersisten
t an

d
 M

r. W
eav

er 
ev

en
tu

ally
 so

ld
 h

im
 tw

o
 sh

o
tg

u
n
s—

thereby violating federal firearm
s law

. A
 

court official sent M
r. W

eaver a notice to 
appear In court on the w

rong day; after 
M

r. W
eaver did not show

 up on the correct 
date, a Justice D

epartm
ent attorney (w

ho 
knew

 of the error) got a w
arrant for his ar-

rest. F
ed

eral ag
en

ts th
en

 lau
n
ch

ed
 an

 
elaborate 18-m

onth surveillance of M
r. 

W
eaver's cabin and land. 
D

avid N
iven, a defense law

yer involved 
in the subsequent court case, noted later: 
"T

he U
.S

. m
arshals called in m

ilitary aer-
ial reconnaissance and had photos studied 
by the D

efense M
apping A

gency. . T
hey 

had psychological profiles perform
ed and 

installed 5130,000 w
orth of solar-pow

ered 
long-range spy cam

eras. T
hey intercepted  

"I'm
 com

ing, D
ad," and w

as running back 
to the cabin w

hen a federal m
arshal shot 

him
 in the back and killed him

. 
K

evin H
arris responded to S

am
m

y's 
shooting by fatally shooting a U

.S
. m

ar-
sh

al. F
ed

eral ag
en

ts falsely
 testified

 in
 

court that the U
.S

. m
arshal had been killed 

by the first shot of the exchange; evidence 
later show

ed that the m
arshal had fired 

seven shots before he w
as shot him

self. 
A

fter the death of the U
.S

. m
arshal, the 

com
m

ander of the F
B

I's H
ostage R

escue 
T

eam
 w

as called In, and ordered federal 
agents to shoot any arm

ed adult outside 
the W

eaver cabin, regardless of w
hether 

th
at p

erso
n
 • w

as d
o
in

g
 an

y
th

in
g
 to

 
th

re
a
te

n
 o

r m
e
n
a
c
e
 fe

d
e
ra

l a
g
e
n
ts. 

(T
hanks to the surveillance, federal offi-

cials knew
 that the W

eavers alw
ays car-

ried guns w
hen outside their cabin.) 

W
ith the m

assive federal firepow
er sur-

ro
u

n
d

in
g

 th
e cab

in
—

th
e au

to
m

atic 
w

eapons, the sniper rifles, the night vision 
scopes—

this w
as practically an order to 

assassinate the alleged w
rongdoers. F

our 
h

u
n

d
red

 g
o

v
ern

m
en

t ag
en

ts q
u

ick
ly

 
sw

arm
ed

 In
 th

e m
o
u
n
tain

s aro
u
n
d
 th

e 
cabin. M

ost im
portant, the federal agents 

at that tim
e m

ade no effort to contact M
r. 

W
eaver to negotiate his surrender. 
T

he next day, A
ug. 22, R

andy W
eaver 

w
alked to the little shack w

here his son's 
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shack's door, he w
as shot from

 behind by 
F

B
I sniper L

on H
oriuchi. A

s he struggled 
back to the cabin, his w

ife, V
icki. stood in 

the doorw
ay, holding a I0-m

onth-old baby 
in her arm

s and calling for her husband to 
hurry. T

he F
B

I sniper fired again and hit 
V

icki W
eaver in the tem

ple, killing her in-
stantly. (M

r. H
oriuchi testified in court 

that he could hit w
ithin a quarter inch of a 

target at a distance of 200 yards.) 
R

euters reported on A
ug. 25. three days 

after th
e sh

o
o
tin

g
: "F

B
I A

g
en

t G
en

e 
G

lenn said that the law
 enforcem

ent offi-
cers w

ere proceeding w
ith extrem

e care, 
m

in
d
fu

l th
at W

eav
er's w

ife V
ick

i an
d
 

three rem
aining children . . . w

ere also in 

the cabin. 'W
e are taking a very cautious 

approach,' he said in a statem
ent to re-

p
o
rters," A

n
 in

tern
al F

B
I rep

o
rt co

m
-

pleted shortly after the confrontation jus-
tified the killing of M

rs. W
eaver by assert-

ing that she had put herself in harm
's w

ay, 
the N

ew
 Y

ork T
im

es reported in 1993. 
T

hough federal officials now
 claim

 that 
the killing of V

icki W
eaver w

as an acci-
dent, the W

ashington T
im

es's Jerry S
eper 

rep
o

rted
 in

 S
ep

tem
b

er 1
9

9
3

: "C
o

u
rt 

records show
 that w

hile the w
om

an's body 
lay in the cabin for eight days, the F

B
I 

u
sed

 m
icro

p
h

o
n

es to
 tau

n
t th

e fam
ily

. 
'G

ood m
orning, M

rs. W
eaver. W

e had pan-
cakes for breakfast. W

hat did you have?' 
ask

ed
 th

e ag
en

ts in
 at least o

n
e ex

-
change." 

N
either R

andy W
eaver nor M

r. H
arris 

fired any shots at governm
ent agents af-

ter the siege began. M
r. W

eaver surren-
dered after 11 days. A

n Idaho jury found 
him

 innocent of alm
ost all charges and 

ruled that K
evin H

arris's shooting of the 
U

.S
. m

arshal w
as self-defense. F

ederal 
Judge E

dw
ard L

odge condem
ned the F

B
I 

and issued a lengthy list detailing the Jus-
tice D

epartm
ent's and F

B
I's m

isconduct, 
fabrication of evidence, and refusals to 
obey court orders. 

Justice D
epartm

ent officials launched 
their ow

n investigation. A
 542-page report  

om
m

ended possible crim
inal prosecution 

of federal officials and found that the rules 
of engagem

ent "contravened the C
onstitu-

tio
n
 o

f th
e U

n
ited

 S
tates." Y

et D
ev

al 
P

atrick
, assistan

t atto
rn

ey
 g

en
eral fo

r 
civ

il rig
h
ts, rejected

 th
e fin

d
in

g
s 

last 
m

o
n

th
 an

d
 co

n
clu

d
ed

 th
at th

e fed
eral 

agents had not used excessive force. 
F

B
I D

irector L
ouis F

reeh concluded 
that there w

as no evidence to show
 that 

M
r. H

o
riu

ch
i in

ten
d

ed
 to

 sh
o

o
t M

rs. 
W

eaver. Y
et B

o G
ritz, the form

er V
ietnam

 
W

ar hero w
ho represented the governm

ent 
w

hen it finally negotiated R
andy W

eaver's 
surrender after the death of his w

ife, de-
clared that the governm

ent's profile of the 
W

eaver fam
ily recom

m
ended killing M

r, 
W

eaver's w
ife: "I believe V

icki w
as shot 

purposely by the sniper as a priority tar- 
get. 	

T
h

e p
ro

file said
, if y

o
u

 g
et a 

chance, take Y
ield W

eaver out." 
M

r. F
reeh justified the F

B
I shooting of 

the W
eavers because sniper H

oriuchi "ob-
served one of the suspects raise a w

eapon 
in the direction of a helicopter carrying 
other F

B
I personnel." B

ut other federal 
officials testified at the trial that no heli-
copters w

ere flying in the vicinity of the 
W

eav
ers' cab

in
 at th

e tim
e o

f th
e F

B
I 

sniping. 
S

lap
s o

n
 th

e W
rist 

O
ne of the m

ost disturbing aspects of 
M

r. F
reeh's slaps on the w

rist last w
eek is 

his treatm
ent of L

arry P
otts, M

r. F
reeh's 

pick as acting deputy F
B

I director. M
r. 

P
otts w

as the senior official in charge of 
the Idaho operation and signed off on the 
shoot-w

ithout-provocation orders. D
espite 

the finding by the Justice D
epartm

ent that 
the orders violated the C

onstitution, F
reeh 

recom
m

ended that the only penalty M
r. 

P
otts face he a letter of censure—

the sam
e 

penalty M
r. F

reeh received w
hen he lost 

an F
B

I cellular telephone. 
T

he W
eaver case is by far the m

ost im
-

portant civil-rights/civil-liberties case the 
C

linton adm
inistration has yet resolved—

and it resolved it in favor of granting un-
lim

ited deadly pow
er to federal agents. If 

the new
 R

epublican congressional leaders 
let the Justice D

epartm
ent and the F

B
I get 

aw
ay w

ith w
hat m

ay have been m
urder, 

they w
ill be accom

plices to a gross trav-
esty of justice. 
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F
ourteen-year-old Sam

m
y W

eaver yelled, "I'm
 com

-
ing, D

ad," and w
as running back to the cabin w

hen a fed-
eral m

arshal shot him
 in the back and killed him

. 


