By Ronald Kessler
- Washington Post Staff Writer

Because it is on the
ground floor, Suite 107 of-

fers little privacy, One need
only press an ear to the pic-

ture window at the rear of.

2800 Wisconsin Ave. NW tfo
hear what is going on inside
the $142-a-month efficiency
apartment.

The suite hardly sounds
like the den of a Mata Hari.
Yet it was the residence
until August of Jennifer
Miles, the stunning, 26-year-
old South African Embassy
secretary accused of using
her charms to spy on the
U.S. for Havana.

Her amorous activities re-
sulted in last month’s expul-
sion of two cuban United
Nations diplomats and have
generated numerous diplo-
matic squabbles and any
number of theories on
whom she was really work-
ing for. But officials in-
volved in the case say Miss
Miles was not a very good
spy.

Those who

were ac-

quainted with her say she is
far prettier than her piec-
tures indicate and describe

her variously as “the most
beautifully built girl I've
ever seen,” “the most lovely
person I've ever met,” and
“the sweetest, kindest girl
you can imagine.”

Tall, blonde and wiggly,
she wore miniskirts and
low-cut dresses, liked to
sun-bathe on the roof of her
10-story apartment building
in- a bikini, and captivated
men and women alike with
her bubbly personality.

“She took your breath
away,” said one of the many
desk clerks who man the
apartment house 24 hours a

day. But although Jennifer .

Miles, who departed for Jo-
hannesburg in August, had

 many talents, spying was ap-

l

parently not among them.
The full story of her ad-
ventures may never be told.
But a high government offi-
cial informed about the mat-
ter said, “This was no Mata
Hari by any stretch of the
imagination,” referring to

JENNIFER MILES
« + » prettier than this

’

the German World War I|

spy who learned important
secrets through her intima-
cies with high Allied offi-
cers.

“This was a girl who liked
men, that's the sum and sub-
stance of it,” the official
said, “There are 10,000 like
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- Sexy ‘Spy’ for Cuba W as No Mata Hari

her in Washington. She had
illusions about spying and
got. herself in over her
head.”

The FBI doesn't waste
time -watching the other

710,000, Helped by wiring of
© Miss Miles’ apartment, the

- the

handy picture window, -and
apartment’s resident
manager (“I was just cooper-

_ ating as they asked”), the

. year.' The bureau. stopped -

FBI kept count of her beaus
during her stay here, begin-
ning in the middle of last

counting at 100.

What sparked the FBI's
curiosity is not clear. The
agency apparently picked up
Miss Miles' trail before she
unwittingly led them to one
of the Cuban delegates at a

meeting last year in an As- |:
t toria, Long Island, bar. Tt

later developed that in 1987
and 1968 she had spent four
months in Cuba, where she
became sympathetic - with
the Cuban cause and was re-
cruited as a spy.

See SPY, C2, Col. 4




SPY From “CL.

Althotigh the FBI refuses
to comment, soufces say
Miss Miles never.conveyed
to « the, Cubans ,-nnything
more titillating than intglli-
gence published ,every day
in American newspapers.,

count the value of sex in
_8pying, e'Ven ‘using the best ¢
! student nf :the intenigence :
eraft. - 9
| “The bld ‘Mata Harl sys-
*| tem is too hit or miss,” said
| a State Department official,
|| “The girls are hard to’ con:
¢| trol, and they usually just
;| report  gossip." A man who
:| picks up a girl these days.
i| gets suspicious rlght away if
r| she launches into sensitive
-|. political dis¢ussions. e
:|'/ ‘©On the other hand, the of-
ficial added, ‘‘some’ coun.
tries will try any means.”

In Miss Miles’ case, the
FBI was so monumentally

terested in her spying

that it placidly watched her
arade of dntes for xiearly a
vear without closing in, “If
we had a spy on our hands, ‘
,we'd pick him  up right
::vay 2 -noted argovemmeut

“ And when "ihe FBI‘ did
confront Miles with
her' nctiv[tlea"'i ‘State De-
partment employee'who had'
been dating. her found he
.|-had to ecall the FBI and ask
'| "to be’ interviewed ‘.so> he
could confess all.

There apparently was'not
much to confess. : i

I|. ‘Amateur Night"
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said the employee| Saeed

Ll Khan,’who lost hiS job as a
‘| State Department protocol
*| “officer less than;a mouth
| after the Cubans were ex
pelled.

" Khan, a suave, 42-year-oid
former captain of the“6th.
Bengal Lancers, an. elite.reg-
iment, of the Pakistani

Miles at a diplomatigT

Intelligence experts dis- -

TR
B ont was. amate{x night” |

. || Army, said he first metMiss ;
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tion last March, oo e

Khan, who: came to t;u.s
country in 1956, ‘'said he -
didn’t date her more than 12
‘times between March and
the day she was confronted
by the FBI in AAugust. i

“This was just the stand-
ard dating operation,” Khan,
a divorcee, said. “I was
going out with seven other
girls at the same time.”

He added, “There wasn't.
even one indication (t‘nat
she was spying, not one po-
litical discussion. Either she
was in a cooling off period:
or she was a lousy spy.”

A b
Home Before 12 . - sk

Khan said he norniailj
took her to embassy parties
and ‘brought her home. bé-

fore midnight, engaging in
light conversation, :

“She was particularly in-
terested at one point in a
“Washington Post series by
Jim Hoagland on South -Af-
ricg,” Khan said. “She was -
definitely against apartheid
(the South African pohcy uf
racial separation).” %k

" Even if Miss Miles ha‘d-‘—
asked about Havana,, “F |
didn’t know a thing. aﬁout
our diplomatic poliey ' to-
ward- Cuba. All I know is we
have no diplomatic relations
and a blockade of the is-
land " .
: Although Khan had top
‘ secret security clearance at’
the State Department, his
job of arranging the visits of
| foreign dignitaries did not
give him access to sensitive
information, officials of ‘the
.agency agreed. They said he
acted ‘loyally” and is being
given the best references
for his job applications ‘td"
other government agencies.
He had been a contract em-
ployee and was to have been
terminated last' June 30, but
hls job was extended be-
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cause  of -impending state
visits.

“Spying is the name of
the game 'in my business,”
Khan said. “You are always
on the lookout. If % take:.a
foreign embassy girl:out and
she picks up‘any rumniors and
reports them to the em-
bassy, that’s legal. The onl¥
difference ig. this girl re-
ported to the Gubans (U

She Called Khan ' -
It was Khan-whom Miss
Miles called aftar;jbe FBI |

. .confronted her with*her acr
tivities Aug. 3. *% ‘T F
“I met her the: next eve-
ning (Aug.4),” he smd “Shé
said she was a spy "and h:
told 'ever "to the
which tried to recruit her as
a’ doubel agent. 1 said she

should 7 h¥ve ‘bought them

(the: Cubans) a subscription
to The (Washington) Post
and the (Evening) Star. She
said it (the spying) was .a

" holdover from her acting.
days. She’ was very upset'

andcryl.ng": n-

The following 'day, she'

was sent back to South Af-
rica; 't apparently by - the

_South African Embassy.

Liké Khan, most of the

.tenants -and workers at Miss
Miles’.  apartment  were

shocked to- learn of her_

spying actlw.ties

“She was very quiet, I aL

ways 'saw her coming hom_e;;
from' work around five,” re--
' called .Martha Baez, whuse,

apartment adjoins 107
“I thought she was the
. perfect lady. She had a lot

< of boy friends,” Akinm Fazlul

.. Bari, a desk clerk, said.
‘“She’ dated every night.
She was the, most friendly
and prettiest girl I've ever
known,™ said another desk
clerk; Fred B. Jacksen, 83. 1

Backed Revolution ',_' s

Others recall that chauf-_

feured limousines 'some-

times called to pick her up
1 Madl- |

for her dates. Paul

ler, the desk-clerk wﬁoworks
from ' midnight_to’ 8 vam.,
said, “She saw’ ', men.
‘There wete very few nighits

. The .dates - were 'mostly

‘young meh,- well-dressed,
‘and’ freqhiently “Latin-160k-
ing, according to ‘the desk
-clerks. Diplomats who re-
member Miss Miles. from
the Washington-tocktail cir-
‘cuit. said they were stttk
by her frequent’ disclosure
that she supported' the
Cuban revolution L Nt T
The story, of Jennifér
Miles began fo unravel Oct
9, when' the" State Depart-
ment announced tﬁa‘t Roge-
lio’ Rodrigiiez Lopez and Or-

lando Prendes Gutierrez of .

Cuba’s T.N. miission* had
been named 'perSorta
grata and given 48 hoilrs to
‘ ]eave the' coﬁni:ry

Wlthoﬁf

'Mxlgs of hér emgﬁiyer Shggs :

Department  officials " te-
vealed in a briefing that a
“quite attractive and person-
‘ahle” employee of a friendly
country’s embassy ‘had re-
layed intelligence to the Cu-
bans ‘and that«she appar-
rently *had‘ been* ‘Tecruited
‘during. her foursmonth wisit
‘to’ Cuba: The two:Cubans
‘had been 'engaged in: other
intelligence ' activities; -the
officials said, but' there was
mo elaboration by the =State
Departmenq, yAk

' 'Because of the lack of dip
‘lomatic ties w‘Th Cuba, fhat
‘country’s 'U. N. * Tépresenta-
‘tivés. are resfricﬁedqfé N’ew
Nork.® s iR

" “You cant Just sdy‘about
'Y

she, wasn't out with some-.

oneaMost of the time she'd
invite’ them in when they
gaf"back."

i

.,"

omeone - in. the JJ.N..that
‘you.don't, want ‘him because
'he’s heen a spy or been mis-
'behaving,” a State Depart-
ment officer explained . Jast

- wegk. “You have to su stan-

iate the, charge, .and the

tother, dctiyities couldn’t e

disclo sed i
The,d.etails of Mnsg Mﬂés
story eventually |

leakéd ‘to
.the press, apparentlaé(

tate Départment sdurces
‘causin ‘consterration at- the
“South"A :can and other em-
bassies
4 “Sbutﬁ ﬂfrlcn hat;] too‘per-

“aféd with ‘the FBI from the
_ béginning,” .

fion -

'an mforn@qp_gi
South African - said,
they ‘were embarfassed ‘the
¥mhte 'the 'story’ broke.
héy had beer anxfous :fo
lkeeﬁ the whole thing quiet.”

"An official of the ‘South
Airlcan Embassy refused,’in
pohte. ‘tlipped tones, to dis-
cuss any asbect of the case
lasi: weelk.

Because she led the FBI
to ' the Cubans, was -not a
Very ‘good ‘spy and gave'the
‘FBI'a iohg confession, Miss
Miles wasn’t prosecutéd and
%was allowed tu retui-n to her
Fountgy :

Now * ﬁving ‘.ln ‘Johahne's
burg with an unlisted ‘tele-
phone, *Miss Miles has ‘re-
fused io discusd' hér ‘afven-
ﬁn’bﬂ in the U.S. This week,
she 'begihs work " &8' a*re-
porter” for The " Stnddy
Tlmes. a zippy, crusadmg Jo-
hannesburg ueWspap’er £




