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J
a
c
k
 A

n
d

e
rs

o
n
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 W

a
s
h

in
g

to
n

 M
e
rry

-g
o

-ro
u

n
d

 
W

ith
 L

e
s
 W

h
itte

n
 

W
A

SH
IN

G
T

O
N

 —
 T

he late D
r. M

artin 
L

uther K
ing Jr., w

asn't the only innocent 
victim

 w
hom

 the F
B

I hounded. 
T

here w
ere several other nam

es on J. 
E

dgar H
oover's hate list; the old bulldog 

su
b
je

c
te

d
 m

o
st o

f th
e
m

 to
 F

B
I 

harassm
ent. Indeed, H

oover m
erely had 

to develop a m
ild dislike for a person, 

and the F
B

I w
ould begin breathing dow

n 
his neck. • 

M
ore than one distinguished law

m
an, 

fo
r e

x
a
m

p
le

, w
a
s sy

ste
m

a
tic

a
lly

 
sm

eared by the F
B

I because his nam
e 

happened to be m
entioned as H

oover's 
possible successor. 

S
o
m

etim
es th

e late F
B

I ch
ief k

ep
t 

running m
em

os on his victim
s —

 an F
B

I 
v
ersio

n
 o

f th
e o

ld
 h

ig
h
 sch

o
o
l "slam

 
books." A

gents w
ould record everything 

th
ey

 h
eard

 ab
o
u
t th

e u
n
su

sp
ectin

g
 

subject, false or not, in a running log for 
H

oover's perusal. 
T

he quickest w
ay for a free people to 

lo
se th

eir lib
erty

 is to
 g

ran
t to

o
 m

u
ch

 
p
o
w

er to
 th

eir p
o
licem

en
. H

o
o
v
er 

o
v
erstep

p
ed

 h
is au

th
o
rity

; h
e g

ro
ssly

 
m

isused the F
B

I. S
ince no governm

ent 
o

fficial can
 assu

m
e p

o
w

ers th
at th

e 
people don't bestow

, the old G
-m

an w
as 

acting illegally. 
T

h
e A

m
erican

 w
ay

s calls fo
r fu

ll 
revelation and sw

eeping reform
s. It is 

essential, therefore, to dig out H
oover's 

secrets. If th
ey

 are b
u

ried
 w

ith
 h

im
, a 

future F
B

I director w
ill find it easier to 

im
itate him

. 

H
ere's h

o
w

 H
o
o
v
er u

sed
 th

e F
B

I to
 

harass his enem
ies and sm

ear his rivals: 
—

 T
he N

ew
 Y

ork P
ost's liberal editor, 

Jam
es W

echsler, w
as high on H

oover's 
h
a
te

 list. W
h
e
n
 W

e
c
h
sle

r se
n
t a

 
reporting team

 to W
ashington in 1959 to 

p
rep

are a series ab
o
u
t th

e F
B

I, th
e 

ap
p
reh

en
siv

e H
o
o
v
er assig

n
ed

 F
B

I 
squads to follow

 the reporters. A
gents 

broke into the room
 of one reporter at the 

o
ld

 R
aleig

h
 H

o
tel, h

o
p
in

g
 to

 fin
d
 

blackm
ail evidence. W

hen none turned 
u

p
, th

e fru
strated

 ag
en

ts talk
ed

 o
f 

p
lan

tin
g
 n

arco
tics in

 th
e ro

o
m

 an
d
 

notifying the W
ashington police drug 

sq
u
a
d
. T

h
e
 p

la
n
 w

a
s d

isc
a
rd

e
d
, 

how
ever, not because it 'w

as illegal but 
because it w

as risky. 
—

 
H

o
o
v
er cam

e to
 h

ate th
e late 

A
ttorney G

eneral R
obert K

ennedy w
ith 

a p
assio

n
. A

fter K
en

n
ed

y
 v

isited
 tw

o
 

F
B

I field
 o

ffices, H
o
o
v
er so

licited
 

a
ffid

a
v
its fro

m
 th

e
 a

g
e
n
ts a

b
o
u
t 

K
ennedy's private rem

arks on w
iretaps. 

T
he purpose w

as to portray K
ennedy as 

a liar. O
ne agent, w

ho reportedly w
as 

pressured to distort his affidavit, refused 
to give one. 

—
T

h
e F

B
I ch

ief h
ad

 a ru
n

n
in

g
 feu

d
 

w
ith

 W
alter B

ed
ell S

m
ith

, th
e late, 

distinguished U
ndersecretary of S

tate. 
H

o
o

v
er d

irected
 h

is ag
en

ts to
 g

ath
er 

gossip about S
m

ith and to spread rum
ors 

that S
m

ith w
as having an affair w

ith a 
top w

om
an official. T

he patrician S
m

ith 
got so enraged that he accused H

oover of  

w
asting the taxpayers' m

oney on rum
or 

m
o
n
g
erin

g
 an

d
 th

reaten
ed

: "I'll fig
h
t 

you all over W
ashington if I have to." 

H
oover backed dow

n. 
—

 T
he F

B
I director also engaged in 

b
u
reau

cratic w
arfare ag

ain
st an

o
th

er 
A

ttorney G
eneral, R

obert Jackson, w
ho 

later w
as ap

p
o
in

ted
 to

 th
e S

u
p
rem

e 
C

ourt. W
ith docum

ents in hand, H
oover 

tried to persuade P
resident F

ranklin D
. 

R
oosevelt that Jackson w

as inefficient. 
—

 H
oover conducted an ugly, "running 

m
e
m

o
" c

a
m

p
a
ig

n
 a

g
a
in

st fo
rm

e
r 

Im
m

ig
ratio

n
 C

o
m

m
issio

n
er Jo

sep
h

 
S

w
ing w

ho had the audacity to com
plain 

that H
oover w

asn't cooperative. T
he F

B
I 

ch
ief w

en
t p

erso
n
ally

 to
 P

resid
en

t 
D

w
ight E

isenhow
er w

ith gossip about 
S

w
ing. O

ne unproved story w
as that the 

Im
m

ig
ratio

n
 C

o
m

m
issio

n
er w

as an
 

alcoholic. 
—

 
N

o
th

in
g
 in

fu
riated

 th
e o

ld
 F

B
I 

cu
rm

u
d
g
eo

n
 m

o
re th

an
 talk

 o
f b

ein
g
 

rep
laced

. A
t o

n
e tim

e, T
ex

as' P
u
b
lic 

S
afety

 D
irecto

r H
o
m

er G
arriso

n
 w

as 
m

en
tio

n
ed

 as a p
o
ssib

le su
ccesso

r. 
A

lth
o
u
g
h
 G

arriso
n
 h

ad
 d

o
n
e n

o
th

in
g
 

ag
ain

st H
o
o
v
er, th

e G
-m

an
 o

rd
ered

 
ag

en
ts to

 ch
eck

 in
to

 G
arriso

n
's p

ast. 
W

hen the investigation produced nothing 
derogatory. H

oover spread the w
ord to 

h
is ag

en
ts to

 g
iv

e G
arriso

n
 as little 

cooperation as possible. 
—

 H
oover also feuded w

ith D
etroit's 

respected police com
m

issioner G
eorge 

E
d
w

ard
s w

h
o
 h

ad
 su

g
g
ested

 p
o
lice  

chiefs should be m
ore independent 

th
eir th

in
k
in

g
 ab

o
u
t H

o
o
v
er. W

h
en

 
E

d
w

ard
s w

as n
am

ed
 to

 th
e fed

eral 
branch, the F

B
I chief sought secretly but 

unsuccessfully to block his nom
ination. 

—
 T

w
o other prom

inent police chiefs, 
C

h
icag

o
's O

rlan
d
o
 W

ilso
n
 an

d
 L

o
s 

A
ngeles' W

illiam
 P

arker, also got on the 
w

rong side of H
oover. T

he FB
I director 

instructed his aides to check every index 
in

 th
e F

B
I fO

r n
eg

ativ
e in

fo
rm

atio
n
 

about the•tw
o law

m
en. W

hen this turned 
out to be unproductive. H

oover spread 
th

e w
o

rd
 th

ro
u

g
h

 h
is ch

ief facto
tu

m
, 

C
ly

d
e T

o
lso

n
, th

at P
ark

er w
as 'an

 
"e

g
o
m

a
n
ia

c
" a

n
d
 W

ilso
n
 w

a
s a

n
 

"alcoholic." N
either charge w

as true. 
J. E

dgar H
oover used his enorm

ous 
pow

er as director of the F
B

I to uphold 
his view

points and to sm
ear anyone he 

disliked. H
is personal pow

er ended w
ith 

his death. 
B

u
t h

is n
am

e liv
es o

n
. T

h
e F

B
I h

as 
n

o
w

 m
o

v
ed

 in
to

 a h
u

g
e, esth

etically
 

d
isp

leasin
g
 stru

ctu
re acro

ss th
e street 

fro
m

 th
e Ju

stice D
ep

artm
en

t. It h
as 

taken H
oover's nam

e. 
In

 a
 w

a
y
, it is• a

n
 a

p
p
ro

p
ria

te
 

m
o
n
u
m

en
t to

 h
is m

em
o
ry

. Its b
u
lk

 
overw

helm
s the parent agency m

uch as 
he overw

helm
ed the A

ttorney G
eneral 

w
ho w

as his superior. Its interior is also 
designed to accom

m
odate the w

orld's 
largest collection of papers, docum

ents, 
photographs and fingerprints. T

hese a. re 
the files of the F

B
I. 


