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SIC
hronde 

FB
I A

ccess to P
rivate M

ail 
Is C

urbed by Federal C
ourt 

N
ew

ark, N
.J. 

A
 fed

eral ju
d

ge ru
led

' yester-
day it is illegal for the F

B
I to screen 

a
 citizen

's m
a

il th
a

t is sen
t to

 
organ

ization
s con

sid
ered

 su
b

ver-
sive or a threat to national security. 

U
.S

. D
istrict Ju

d
ge L

aw
ren

ce 
W

h
ip

p
le said

 th
at it is u

n
con

stitu
-

tion
al for th

e F
B

I to in
vok

e m
ail 

covers, a P
ostil S

ervice p
roced

u
re 

settin
g

 a
sid

e letters to
 sp

ecific 
organizations. 

U
n

d
er p

ostal regu
lation

s in
-

volvin
g n

ation
al secu

rity, th
e F

B
I 

can
 req

u
est th

at m
ail b

e set asid
e 

and inform
ation on the outside cov-

er record
ed

. T
h

e letters are n
ot 

opened. 

"N
ational security is too am

big-
uous and broad a term

. T
he m

em
o-

ry of the law
lessness that m

asquer-
aded as "national security" search-
es is too close to the m

em
ory of this 

court," W
hipple said. 

T
h

e ru
lin

g w
as issu

ed
 in

 con
-

n
ection

 w
ith

 a law
su

it filed
 five 

years ago by'a M
endham

, N
J. high 

sch
ool stu

d
en

t w
h

o b
ecam

e th
e 

su
b

ject of an
 F

B
I m

ail cover after 
she w

rote to the Socialist W
orkers 

party in N
ew

 Y
ork. , 

L
ori P

aton, now
 21 and living 

in
 th

e W
ash

in
gton

, D
.C

. area, b
e-

cam
e th

e focu
s of an

 F
B

I p
rob

e 
after sh

e w
rote a letter ask

in
g for 

inform
ation for a high school social 

studies class called "L
eft to R

ight." 

P
a
to

n
 sa

id
 th

a
t F

B
I a

g
en

ts 
started

 a file on
 h

er in
 1973 an

d
 

visited her sch
ool an

d
 local p

olice 
departm

ent asking questions about 
h

er. H
er F

B
I file w

as exp
u

n
ged

 
after she filed suit. 

F
ran

k
 A

sk
in

, th
e A

m
erican

 
C

ivil L
ib

erties U
n

ion
 law

yer w
h

o 
rep

resen
ted

 P
aton

, said
 th

at th
e 

d
ecisio

n
 m

a
rk

s th
e first tim

e a
 

ju
d

ge h
as ru

led
 th

at m
ail covers  

violate the F
irst A

m
endm

ent 

• 
T

his (procedure) is a relic of the 
N

ixon adm
inistration. T

he F
B

I bad 
an

 in
satiab

le q
u

est for n
am

es.' A
ll 

th
ey w

an
ted

 w
as n

am
es, n

am
es, 

nam
es," A

skin said. 

R
e sa

id
 th

a
t th

e ru
lin

g
 w

ill 
affect m

ail covers n
ation

w
id

e u
n

-
less it is ap

p
ealed

 b
y th

e govern
-

m
ent.. 

W
h

ip
p

le said
 h

is ru
lin

g in
 n

o 
w

ay affects th
e u

se of m
ail covers 

for locating a fugitive or obtaining 
evidence of com

m
ision of a crim

e. 
H

e said that if the m
ail cover of 

th
e S

ocialist p
arty h

ad
 b

een
 b

ased
 

on a "good faith" crim
inal investi-

gation, it w
ould have been valid. 

O
n

 O
cto

b
er 6

, th
e U

.S
. S

u
-

p
rem

e"
 C

ou
rt refu

sed
 to h

ear an
 

appeal of a m
ail cover case involv=

 
in

g a C
aliforn

ia m
an

. In
 th

at case, 
th

e U
.S

. 9th
 C

ircu
it C

ou
rt of A

p
- 

peals upheld the use of m
ail covers 

in a crim
inal case. 

P
ostal regu

lation
s first au

th
o-

rized the use of m
ail covers in 1879. 

M
ore restricted

 regu
lation

s w
ere 

issued in 1965 f011ow
ing congressio- 

nal hearings. 	
• 

U
n

ired
 P

ress 


