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T

he B
ureau 

nation. Johnson had no conrete reason to dislike M
orrissey; he only 

w
anted to m

ake K
ennedy look bad and M

orrissey's nom
ination pre-

sen
ted

 h
im

 w
ith

 th
e op

p
ortu

n
ity to d

o so. 

Joh
n

son
 an

d
 H

oover h
ad

 th
eir m

u
tu

al fear an
d

 h
atred

 of th
e 

K
ennedys in com

m
on—

and m
ore. A

s neighbors in W
ashington since 

th
e d

ays w
h

en
 Joh

n
son

 w
as a sen

ator from
 T

exas. th
ey h

ad
 b

een
 

freq
u

en
t d

in
n

er gu
ests in

 each
 oth

er's h
om

es. T
h

ey rem
ain

ed
 close 

w
h

en
 Joh

n
son

 served
 as vice-p

resid
en

t. b
u

t th
ere w

as a ch
an

ge in
 

their relationship w
hen L

B
J becam

e president. T
he director w

as ove r  

sixty-five by that tim
e, past retirem

ent age for federal em
ployees, and 

he stayed in office only because of a special w
aiver w

hich required the 

p
resid

en
t's sign

atu
re each

 year. T
h

at w
aiver p

u
t H

oover righ
t in

 

Joh
n

son
's p

ock
et. W

ith
 th

at leverage Joh
n

son
 b

egan
 to tak

e ad
van

-

tage of H
oover. u

sin
g th

e b
u

reau
 as his personal investigative arm

. 

H
is n

ever-en
d

in
g req

u
ests w

ere u
su

ally p
olitical, an

d
 som

etim
es il-

legal. T
here w

as absolutely nothing Johnson w
ouldn't ask of the F

B
I. 

w
h

eth
er or n

ot it fell w
ith

in
 th

e b
u

reau
's ju

risd
iction

. A
n

d
 H

oover 

hot-footed it to Johnson's dem
ands. T

he few
 tim

es he let L
B

J dow
n, it 

w
as sim

p
ly b

ecau
se th

e b
u

reau
 lack

ed
 th

e cap
acity. 

W
henevelr the occasion arose, P

resident Johnson w
ould use the 

F
B

I against the press. A
s an exam

ple, on 15 M
arch 1965, L

B
J called 

the bureau and said he w
as dam

ned disturbed about a story published 

b
y th

e W
ash

in
gton

 E
ven

in
g S

tar saying that the president w
as going 

to appoint K
erm

it G
ordon (then the director of the B

ureau of B
udget 

to b
e secretary of th

e treasu
ry. Joh

n
son

 m
ad

e it clear h
e w

as very 

d
isp

leased
 th

at th
is h

ad
 b

een
 leak

ed
 to th

e p
ress an

d
 said

 h
e w

as 

goin
g to p

u
t a stop

 to it. 
T

h
e p

resid
en

t told
 u

s to "
d

iscreetly"
 fin

d
 ou

t w
h

o leak
ed

 th
e 

stogy. W
e said w

e'd do w
hat he asked. H

e rem
inded the bureau that 

w
e had done this before for him

 and obviously w
e had good press con-

tacts. W
hat w

e did not tell P
resident Johnson w

as that it w
as the F

B
I 

w
ho had leaked the inform

ation to the Star in the first place. T
his w

as 

a calcu
lated

 p
olicy d

esign
ed

 to get th
e p

ress ob
ligated

 to th
e F

B
I so 

that w
e could subsequently use them

. W
hat w

e did tell L
B

J w
as that 

the F
B

I w
ould not and could not leak any such inform

ation because 
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w
e did not know

 M
r. G

ordon w
as under any consideration. a patent 

lie. W
e had had the tip early from

 one of our countless highly placed 

sources of inform
ation. 

H
oover h

ad
 ch

osen
 
-D

ek
e"

 D
eL

oach
. a m

an
 w

h
o at tim

es 

seem
ed

 to b
e H

oover's p
rotege an

d
 at oth

er tim
es seem

ed
 to b

e al-

m
ost a son to the director. to act as F

B
I liaison to Johnson w

hen he 

served in the Senate. D
eL

oach's relationship w
ith Johnson continued 

in
to th

e W
h

ite H
ou

se w
h

ere, m
u

ch
 to H

oover's ch
agrin

. D
eL

oach
 

becam
e a m

em
ber of Johnson's inner circle. D

eL
oach and his F

aray 

visited w
ith the Johnsons at C

am
p D

avid and at the L
B

J R
anch. and 

even
tu

ally D
eL

oach
 ob

tain
ed

 a d
irect lin

e to L
B

J's W
h

ite H
ou

se 

from
 his bedroom

. 
B

ecause his advanced age put him
 in such a precarious position, 

H
oover literally turned the bureau and all its resources over to D

e-

L
oach and Johnson to use as they saw

 fit, and he found him
self very• 

m
uch in the back seat, alm

ost a captive of the president and his F
B

I 

liaison. H
e couldn't do a dam

ned thing about it either, even if he had 

anted to, w
hich I doubt. A

ll H
oover w

anted w
as to stay on as direc-

or, to avoid
 retirem

en
t. A

p
p

earan
ces w

ere m
ain

tain
ed

, h
ow

ever, 

d Johnson, through D
eL

oach. treated H
oover w

ith kid gloves and 

w
as alw

ays careful to see that the attorney general, H
oover's nom

inal 

b
oss, d

id
 th

e sam
e. 

F
or instance, early in 1965 D

eL
oach told H

oover that the presi-

ent w
anted H

oover to know
 in confidence that he had called both 

e attorney general and deputy attorney general into his office and 

specifically instructed them
 that they w

ere to get along w
ith the 

ector and the F
B

I. T
he president, D

eL
oach said, told the attorney 

eneral that the director's advice should be sought, particularly on fu-

e appointm
ents in the departm

ent, and especially the assistant at-

ey generalship of the C
rim

inal D
ivision. T

he president had also 

cted the attorney general to initiate luncheons or regular m
eet-

to w
h

ich
 h

e sh
ou

ld
 in

vite H
oover. D

eL
oach

 told
 H

oover th
at 

nson w
as sure that A

ttorney G
eneral K

atzenbach w
ould not be 

and very long and that he hoped the F
B

I could put up w
ith him

 

the tim
e being. 


