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T

he B
ureau 

hundreds of w
ild schem

es to break into buildings and destroy federal 

p
rop

erty, n
in

ety-n
in

e p
ercen

t of w
h

ich
 n

ever got b
eyon

d
 th

e d
iscu

s-
sion

 stage. B
u

t as th
ese d

iscu
ssion

s w
ere u

su
ally overh

eard
 b

y th
e 

F
B

I or rep
orted

 on
 later b

y an
 in

form
an

t, w
e w

ere aw
are of m

ost 

p
lan

s th
at cam

e u
p

, w
h

eth
er or n

ot th
ey w

ere even
tu

ally rejected
. 

T
he B

errigans and their follow
ers had no desire to hurt anyone. they 

ju
st w

an
ted

 to call atten
tion

 to th
eir cau

se. T
h

eir m
ost gran

d
iose 

sch
em

e w
as a b

om
b

in
g-k

id
n

ap
p

in
g p

lot; th
e k

id
n

ap
p

in
g of H

en
ry 

K
issin

ger an
d

 th
e d

estru
ction

 of a tu
n

n
el area u

n
d

er th
e C

ap
itol 

B
uilding. M

y division w
as right on top of the case and I w

as w
aiting 

for th
e B

errigan
s to m

ove so th
at w

e cou
ld

 h
ave an

 air-tigh
t case 

against them
, but H

oover w
as im

m
ediately aw

are of the shock value 

an
d

 h
ead

lin
e p

oten
tial. H

e d
ecid

ed
 to m

ak
e th

e B
errigan

s an
d

 th
eir 

rad
ical p

lots th
e cen

terp
iece of h

is an
n

u
al sp

eech
 b

efore th
e S

en
ate 

A
ppropriations C

om
m

ittee. 
T

olson
 called

 m
e a d

ay or tw
o b

efore H
oover's S

en
ate ap

p
ear-

ance to ask for anything I had on the B
errigans. "W

e can't publicize 

th
at,"

 I told
 T

olson
. "

If w
e d

o, th
ey w

on
't tak

e an
y action

 an
d

 w
e'll 

n
ever get th

em
. B

esid
es, if H

oover tells th
e w

orld
 ab

ou
t ou

r su
r-

veillance, I don't think w
e'll even have a case against them

, and they 

cou
ld

 h
ave a case again

st u
s."

 
"W

h
at's th

e u
se," ask

ed
 T

olson
, "of h

avin
g th

is in
forn

iation
 in

 

our files if the director can't use it?" O
ne of m

y ow
n inform

ants in the 

bureau told m
e that T

olson decided to go around m
e and get som

eone 
else to prepare a docum

ent of the B
errigans w

hich H
oover could use. 

It w
as like telling the P

ress in a sm
all tow

n w
here a bank robber lives 

an
d

 w
h

en
 h

e's goin
g to d

o it. I w
as so alarm

ed
 th

at I sen
t H

oover a 

very sh
arp

ly w
ord

ed
 m

em
o ad

visin
g h

im
 n

ot to testify on
 th

e B
er-

rigans. T
o protect him

self, H
oover did ask that the Senate go into ex-

ecu
tive session

 so th
at w

h
at h

e w
as ab

ou
t to d

ivu
lge w

ou
ld

 b
e k

ep
t 

confidential. B
ut one of the senators included in the executive group 

w
as B

yrd of V
irginia, a charter m

em
ber of H

oover's senatorial stable. 
B

yrd w
as H

oover's m
an, one, of the few

 senators to be honored w
ith 

an
 in

vitation
 to listen

 to M
artin

 L
u

th
er K

in
g's m

otel room
 tap

es. It 
w

as understood that H
oover w

ould speak to the Senate off the record, 

that B
yrd, w

ith H
oover's connivance, w

ould leak the inform
ation to 

the press, and that H
oover could say w

ith authority, "I spoke off the 

T
h

e N
ew

 L
eft 	
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record." A
fter all, a story about a group of radicals—

probably C
om

-

m
u

n
ist rad

icals to b
oot—

b
low

in
g u

p
 W

ash
in

gton
 an

d
 k

id
n

ap
p

in
g 

H
enn• K

issinger w
as too good to w

aste on senators. 
_ H

oover's testim
on

■ backfired. as I w
arned him

 it w
ould. T

hough 
H

oover had been a m
aster of public relations. he w

as allow
 ing per-

sonal prejudices to cloud his judgm
ent. H

e had publicly im
plicated 

th
e B

errigan
s in

 a p
lot b

efore an
y ch

arges h
ad

 b
een

 filed
 again

st 

th
em

. T
h

e p
ress th

rou
gh

ou
t th

e n
ation

 p
oin

ted
 th

at ou
t an

d
 C

on
-

gressm
an

 W
illiam

 A
n

d
erson

 led
 an

 attack
 again

st H
oover in

 th
e 

H
ouse. w

hile Senator G
eorge M

cG
overn called for a congressional 

investigation of the F
B

I. H
oover and T

olson looked around for som
e-

body to blam
e and called m

e into the office. "Y
ou should ha. e w

arned 
m

e," H
oover said. -If you had w

arned m
e," he scolded. "I w

ouldn't 

have m
entioned this inform

ation." H
e got red in the face as all the 

w
hile T

olson w
as sitting behind him

 nodding his approval of H
oover's 

adm
onishm

ent. 
I got out a copy I'd saved of the m

em
o I'd sent to H

oover advis-

ing him
 not to testify and put it on his desk. H

oover read it. looked up 
at m

e, and glared. "W
hy didn't you tear up that m

em
o?" he asked. 

"I thought I m
ight need it for protection," I answ

ered. A
 hush 

fell over our little group. 
"Y

ou know
 you don't need that kind of protection in the bureau." 

he replied, sm
iling. It w

as like w
atching D

r. Jekyll and M
r. H

yde. If I 

hadn't saved a copy of that m
em

o, he w
ould have fired m

e then and 
there. T

he late ig6os could be a dangerous tim
e. A

 young professor got 
k

illed
 in

 h
is lab

 w
h

en
 an

gry stu
d

en
ts b

lew
 u

p
 th

e b
u

ild
in

g h
e h

ad
 

been w
orking in, and a young girl in Southern C

alifornia lost an eye 

and one arm
 w

hen a m
ailbox blew

 up as she w
as m

ailing a letter to her 

p
aren

ts. T
h

e m
ost fam

ou
s exp

losion
 took

 p
lace on

 'W
est E

leven
th

 
Street in N

ew
 Y

ork C
ity. A

 group of W
eatherm

en had been using an 
expensive G

reenw
ich V

illage tow
n house (D

ustin H
offm

an lived next 

door) as a bom
b factory. T

he house w
as ow

ned by Joe W
ilkerson, a 

broadcast execu
tive, and w

hile he and his w
ife w

ere out of tow
n. their 

daughter K
athy invited her W

eatherm
en cohorts to take advantage of 

th
eir ab

sen
ce to u

se h
er h

om
e as th

eir tem
p

orary h
ead

q
u

arters. 

K
athy survived the explosion, but tw

o of her friends did not. W
hen 

rt4
47, 	

.14Th 


