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n
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u
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ca
se

s, in
clu

d
in

g
 th

e
 b

o
m

b
in

g
 o

f th
e
 W

o
rld

 T
ra

d
e
 

C
e
n
te

r. 
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ra
te
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stim

o
n
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y la

b
o

ra
to

ry e
xa

m
-

in
e

rs in
 th

e
 W

o
rld

 T
ra

d
e

 C
e

n
te

r ca
se

, in
 a

 m
is-

co
n
d
u
ct h

e
a
rin

g
 in

vo
lvin

g
 F

lo
rid

a
 ju

d
g
e
 A

lce
e
 

H
a

stin
g

s, a
n

d
 in

 a
 F

lo
rid

a
 ca

se
 in

 w
h

ich
 G

e
o

rg
e

 
T

re
p
a
l w

a
s co

n
victe

d
 o

f m
u
rd

e
r b

y a
d
d
in

g
 p

o
iso

n
 

to
 b

o
ttle

d
 C

o
ca

-C
o
la
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 "T

e
stim
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n

y b
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n

d
 th

e
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xa
m
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e

r's e
xp

e
r-
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" in

 th
e
 W

o
rld

 T
ra

d
e
 C

e
n
te

r a
n
d
 H

a
stin

g
s 

ca
se
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n
d
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 th
e
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F
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h

ich
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lo

d
e

d
 in
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9

8
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 a
n

d
 kille

d
 

kille
d
 107 people on board. 

1e 'Im
proper preparation of laboratory re-

ports" by three e
xa

m
in

e
rs in

 th
e

 e
xp

lo
sive

s u
n

it, 
w

h
o
 a

lte
re

d
, o

m
itte

d
 o

r im
p

ro
p

e
rly su

p
p

le
m

e
n

te
d

 
so
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e
 o

f th
e

 in
te

rn
a

l re
p

o
rts b
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n
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g
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n
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F
re
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h

ite
h

u
rst, th

e
 ch

ie
f w

h
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-b
lo

w
e

r. 
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t d
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st re
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e
r w

h
o

 w
o

rk
e

d
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n
 h
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se
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d
in
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 th

e
 U

n
a
b
o
m

b
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d
 b
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f. 
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 W
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ite
h
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p
o
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n
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" b
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b
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n
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u
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b
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L
ab is thrust under m

icroscope 
T

hree cases 
characterize 
FB

I problem
s 

B
y G

ary F
ields 

U
SA

 T
O

D
A

Y
 

T
h

e Ju
stice D

ep
artm

en
t in

-
sp

ecto
r g

en
eral's rep

o
rt re-

v
eals a lab

 rife w
ith

 sh
o

d
d

y
 

w
ork, lax procedures and ques-

tionable practices. 
T

h
e rep

o
rt fo

cu
ses o

n
 n

in
e 

p
eo

p
le w

h
o

 w
o

rk
ed

 at th
e lab

 
an

d
 sin

g
les o

u
t th

ree fo
r th

e 
m

ost severe criticism
, includ-

ing F
rederic W

hitehurst, a for-
m

e
r la

b
 su

p
e
rv

iso
r a

n
d
 

w
histleblow

er w
ho brought the 

cage to public attention. 
T

h
ree cases sy

m
b
o
lize th

e 
lab's problem

s. 
U

n
ited

 S
tates vs. P

sin
ak

is. 
E

x
p
lo

siv
es lab

 ex
am

in
er 

T
erry R

udolph testified in this 
1989 C

alifornia case about his 
identification of the explosive 
residue P

E
T

N
 on evidence. 

D
uring an evidentiary hear-

ing, R
udolph w

as asked by the 
judge in the case w

hy tests he 
had conducted w

ere not docu-
m

en
ted

 in
 h

is n
o
tes. H

is re- 

sp
o
n
se: "W

h
en

 I ex
am

in
e a 

case I p
u
t in

 m
y
 n

o
tes th

in
g
s 

that are im
portant to m

e w
hen 

I ... g
iv

e testim
o
n
y
. I d

o
n
't 

w
rite m

y notes for the U
nited 

S
tates atto

rn
ey

_
 I d

o
n

't w
rite 

m
y

 n
o

tes fo
r th

e d
efen

se. I 
w

rite m
y notes for m

yself." 
H

e w
en

t o
n
 to

 say
 h

e h
ad

 
d

o
n

e th
o

u
san

d
s o

f tests sin
ce 

1982 and could not possibly re-
m

em
b

er th
em

 all. T
h

e ju
d

g
e 

ask
ed

, "Isn
't th

at o
n

e o
f th

e 
reasons you keep notes?" 

A
 defense explosives expert 

testified that the tests R
udolph  

had conducted w
ere not suffi-

cient to determ
ine that the resi-

due w
as P

E
T

N
. T

he defendant 
w

as acquitted. 
T

he U
.S

. attorney prosecut-
ing the case later w

rote a four-
page letter to the F

B
I lab direc-

tor com
plaining that R

udolph's 
perform

ance w
as deficient, that 

the judge had nearly excluded 
his testim

ony, and that the de-
fense had im

peached his scien-
tific w

ork and conclusions. 
R

udolph is now
 retired. T

he 
report recom

m
ended that a no-

tation be put in all his case files  

about the investigation. 
W

orld
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e C
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ter an

d
 

O
klahom

a C
ity bom

bings 
L

ab
 ex

am
in

er D
av

id
 W

il-
liam

s handled both cases. 
In

 th
e W

o
rld

 T
rad

e C
en

ter 
trial, he testified that the defen-
dants had the capacity to m

an-
u
factu

re 1
,2

0
0
 p

o
u
n
d
s o

f th
e 

explosive urea nitrate. B
ut the 

in
sp

ecto
r g

en
eral fo

u
n

d
 th

at 
h

is testim
o

n
y

 "w
as b

ased
 o

n
 

im
p
ro

p
e
r n

o
n
-sc

ie
n
tific

 
g
ro

u
n
d
s an

d
 ap

p
eared

 to
 b

e 
tailored to correspond w

ith his 
estim

ate of the am
ount of ex- 

plosive used in the bom
bing." 

U
nder questioning by the in-

sp
ecto

r g
en

eral, W
illiam

s ad
-

m
itted

 h
e h

ad
 n

o
 b

asis fro
m

 
th

e crim
e scen

e fo
r d

eterm
in

-
in

g
 th

e ty
p
e o

f ex
p
lo

siv
e. H

e 
ack

n
o
w

led
g
ed

 th
at b

ased
 o

n
 

th
e
 c

rim
e
 sc

e
n

e
, th

e
 m

a
in

 
charge "could have been any-
thing." 

T
h
e rep

o
rt fin

d
s th

at m
an

y
 

o
f th

e sam
e erro

rs w
ere co

m
-

m
itted

 ag
ain

 w
h

en
 W

illiam
s 

gave his report in the O
klaho-

m
a C

ity bom
bing, 

W
illiam

s' id
en

tificatio
n
 o

f 
the device used in the blast as 
an

 am
m

o
n

iu
m

 n
itrate fu

el o
il 

b
o
m

b
 w

as b
ased

 o
n
 th

e fact 
that o

n
e
 o

f the defendants had 
bought am

m
onium

 nitrate fuel 
com

ponents, the report said, 
T

h
e in

sp
ecto

r g
en

eral rec-
o
m

m
en

d
ed

 th
at W

illiam
s b

e 
reassigned outside the lab. 

T
h

e
 re

p
o

rt a
lso

 in
c
lu

d
e
s 

harsh criticism
 of W

hitehurst, 
w

ho is described as "an experi-
enced scientist w

ho identified 
significant problem

s in certain 
cases" but w

hose allegations of 
perjury and fabrication of evi-
dence by colleagues "w

ere not 
supported by the facts uncov-
ered in the investigation." 
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