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Jack A
n

d
erso

n
's W

ash
in

g
to

n
 M

erry-g
o

-ro
u

n
d

 
—

W
ith

 L
es W

h
iten

 

W
A

S
H

IN
G

T
O

N
 —

 N
ot even R

ichard 
N

ixon, perhaps as puritan a P
resident as 

ev
er o

ccu
p

ied
 th

e W
h

ite H
o

u
se, co

u
ld

 
escape the sex w

atch of the late J. E
dgar 

H
oover. 
B

u
ried

 d
eep

 in
 th

e F
B

I d
irecto

r's 
secret blackm

ail files w
as a story of an 

illicit lo
v
e affair b

etw
een

 N
ix

o
n
 an

d
 a 

C
hinese w

om
an. 

D
u
rin

g
 W

aterg
ate's d

ark
est d

ay
s, n

o
 

o
n
e
 a

c
c
u

se
d

 N
ix

o
n

 o
f a

 ro
m

a
n

tic
 

in
d

isc
re

tio
n

. H
is w

o
rst e

n
e
m

ie
s 

co
n

sid
ered

 h
im

 to
 b

e u
n

tain
ted

 b
y

 sex
 

scan
d

al. 
B

u
t an

 F
B

I ag
en

t in
 H

o
n

g
 K

o
n

g
 d

u
g

 
out a report, adm

ittedly unconfirm
ed, of 

' N
ix

o
n
's in

v
o
lv

em
en

t w
ith

 a b
eau

tifu
l 

C
hinese w

om
an during a -visit to the F

ar 
E

ast for his law
 firm

 in the 1900s. 
T

h
e w

o
rd

 h
ad

 seep
ed

 th
ro

u
g

h
o

u
t th

e 
F

B
I that H

oover w
anted to know

 about 
th

e p
eccad

illo
s o

f th
e p

o
w

erfu
l. H

is 
m

inions, therefore, gathered gossip and 
passed it up to the cantankerous old F

B
I 

chief. 
H

e kept the juiciest tidbits under lock 
an

d
 k

ey
 in

 h
is p

erso
n
al cu

sto
d
y
. S

in
ce 

these files contained slanderous reports 
h
a
v
in

g
 n

o
th

in
g
 to

 d
o
 w

ith
 la

w
 

enforcem
ent, the only possible purpose 

for their existence w
as blackm

ail. 
E

ven in faraw
ay H

ong K
ong, an F

B
I 

agent assigned as a legal attache w
as on  

the alert for stories to pass on to H
oover. 

W
e have agreed not of identify the agent, 

because he is now
 involved in dangerous 

w
o

rk
. A

n
y
 m

en
tio

n
 o

f h
is n

am
e co

u
ld

 
jeopardize his life. 

W
e can report, how

ever, that the agent 
learned about N

ixon's alleged am
ourette 

and m
ade a veiled reference in a letter. 

H
e
 m

a
y

 h
a
v

e
 b

e
e
n

 e
x

tra
 c

a
u

tio
u

s 
because at the tim

e he w
rote the letter, 

N
ixon w

as already reigning in the W
hite 

H
ouse. 
L

ater a second letter cam
e from

 H
ong 

K
o
n
g
 lay

in
g
 o

u
t th

e w
h
o
le sto

ry
. T

h
e 

letter stated
 th

at N
ix

o
n

 rep
o

rted
ly

 h
ad

 
consorted w

ith the C
hinese beauty, w

ho 
w

as m
uch younger than him

self, during 
a H

ong K
ong stopover on a business trip. 

T
he agent m

ade no claim
 that he had 

any solid evidence to back up the story. 
In

 fairn
ess, th

e ag
en

t w
asn

't m
erely

 
pandering to H

oover's thirst for scandal. 
T

h
e ag

en
t w

as also
 co

n
cern

ed
 th

at 
N

ixon, as a form
er V

ice P
resident, could 

b
e co

m
p
ro

m
ised

 in
 a p

lace lik
e H

o
n

g
 

K
ong. F

or the city w
as then a hotbed of 

spying and intrigue. 
T

h
e
 re

p
o

rt o
n

 N
ix

o
n

's a
lle

g
e
d

 
in

d
iscretio

n
 w

as acco
m

p
an

ied
 b

y
 a 

new
spaper photo, show

ing N
ixon w

ith 
the w

om
an and her husband. L

ong after 
th

e
 in

c
id

e
n
t, a

c
c
o
rd

in
g
 to

 o
u
r F

B
I 

so
u
rces, N

ix
o
n
 h

elp
ed

 th
e co

u
p
le g

ain
  

adm
ission to the U

nited S
tates. T

here is 
no evidence, how

ever, that he got them
 

any special preference. 
W

e reach
ed

 th
e fo

rm
er H

o
n

g
 K

o
n

g
 

ag
en

t w
h

o
 refu

sed
 to

 co
m

m
en

t o
n

 th
e 

incident. W
e also tried w

ithout success to 
g
et a co

m
m

en
t fro

m
 N

ix
o
n
's o

ffice in
 

S
an

 C
lem

en
te. B

u
t frien

d
s say

 it is 
"unthinkable" that he w

ould ever have 
been unfaithful to his w

ife, P
at. 

T
he 

im
p

o
rtan

t issu
e, h

o
w

ev
er, w

as 
H

oover's use of the F
B

I to blackm
ail the 

nation's elected leaders. S
ources close to 

th
e o

ld
 G

-m
an

 say
 h

e w
o

u
ld

 h
av

e let 
N

ixon know
 he had the H

ong K
ong story. 

It w
o
u
ld

 h
av

e b
een

 a frien
d
ly

, su
b
tle 

a
p
p
ro

a
c
h
, th

e
y
 sa

y
, w

ith
 H

o
o
v
e
r 

claim
ing he w

ished only to protect N
ixon 

from
 the m

isuse of the inform
ation. 

H
oover used this line, according to our 

so
u

rces, to
 let d

o
zen

s o
f k

ey
 o

fficials 
know

 that he w
as aw

are of their secrets. 
T

his m
ay help explain his extraordinary 

su
c
c
e
ss in

 w
o
rk

in
g
 h

is w
a
y
 in

 
W

ashington. 
T

h
e
 F

B
I c

o
n

d
u

c
te

d
 a

 fie
ld

 
investigation of N

ixon in 1937 after he 
h
ad

 ap
p
lied

 to
 b

eco
m

e an
 F

B
I ag

en
t. 

T
he file w

ound up in H
oover's safe after 

N
ixon rose to pow

er in W
ashington. 

T
h
e F

B
I ch

ief h
eld

 sim
ilar files o

n
 

o
th

er P
resid

en
ts. fn

 an
 earlier co

lu
m

n
,  

w
e rep

o
rted

 so
m

e o
f th

e d
etails th

at 
H

oover had collected about the sex life of 
the late John F

. K
ennedy. 

O
ur sources saw

 nothing derogatory in 
th

e file o
n
 L

y
n
d
o
n
 Jo

h
n
so

n
. B

u
t th

ey
 

understood that tapes and m
em

os once 
existed concerning Johnson's back-door 
activities. T

here w
ere also reports on his 

alleged flirtations w
ith younger w

om
en 

on C
apitol H

ill. 
S

o
m

e o
f th

is em
b
arrassin

g
 m

aterial, 
as w

e reported in an earlier colum
n, w

as 
rem

oved from
 the files and sent to him

 at 
the W

hite H
ouse. A

gain, this w
as done as 

a
 frie

n
d

ly
 g

e
stu

re
, b

u
t it w

a
s a

 
sophisticated form

 of blackm
ail. 

H
E

A
D

L
IN

E
S A

N
D

 FO
O

T
N

O
T

E
S: T

he 
lo

w
er co

u
rts h

av
e ru

led
 th

at R
ich

ard
 

N
ix

o
n

's c
o

n
tro

v
e
rsia

l p
re

sid
e
n

tia
l 

papers belong to the people and that he 
should not have the right to decide w

hat 
should be w

ithheld from
 publication . . . 

T
h
e G

en
eral S

erv
ices A

d
m

in
istratio

n
 

fo
recasts th

at it w
ill tak

e 1
0

0
 w

o
rk

ers 
ab

o
u
t th

ree y
ears an

d
 six

 m
o
n
th

s to
 

"m
ake the N

ixon tapes and docum
ents 

av
ailab

le fo
r p

u
b
lic access." T

h
is w

ill 
co

st ro
u

g
h

tly
 $

7
 m

illio
n

 . . , A
t S

an
 

C
lem

ente, N
ixon is going ahead w

ith his 
m

em
oirs. T

he first volum
e, w

hich w
ill 

give an overview
 of his presidency w

ith 
em

p
h

asis o
n

 fo
reig

n
 affairs, w

o
n

't b
e 

ready until 1977. 


