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W
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S
tan

ley
 L

ev
iso

n
, th

e N
ew

 
Y

o
rk

 c
iv

il rig
h
ts a

c
tiv

ist 
secretly

 cited
 b

y
 th

e F
B

I in
 

alleg
atio

n
s th

at th
e R

ev
. D

r. 
M

artin
 L

u
th

er K
in

g
 Jr. w

as 
u
n
d
er C

o
m

m
u
n
ist in

flu
en

ce, 
say

s h
e w

as m
erely

 an
 F

B
I 

"scap
eg

o
at." 

L
e
v
iso

n
 sp

o
k
e
 u

p
 in

 a
 

telephone interview
 last w

eek 
after b

ein
g
 id

en
tified

 in
 p

ress 
re

p
o
rts a

s th
e
 "m

y
ste

rio
u
s 

p
o
litical in

flu
en

ce" w
h
o
se 

n
a
m

e
 th

e
 F

B
I h

a
d
 u

se
d
 in

 
w

arn
in

g
s to

 th
e h

ig
h
est o

f-
fic

ia
ls o

f th
e
 K

e
n
n
e
d
y
 a

d
-

m
in

istra
tio

n
 m

o
re

 th
a
n
 a

 
decade ago. 

N
o
w

 in
 p

o
o
r h

e
a
lth

 a
n
d
 

retired
 fro

m
 m

o
st b

u
sin

ess 
an

d
 civ

ic activ
ity

, L
ev

iso
n
 

said
 th

e late F
B

I D
irecto

r J. 
E

d
g
a
r H

o
o
v
e
r's "p

rim
a
ry

 
o
b
je

c
tiv

e
 w

a
s to

 'g
e
t' D

r. 
M

artin
 L

u
th

er K
in

g
 Jr. M

y
 

c
o
n
c
lu

sio
n
 is th

a
t I w

a
s a

 
scap

eg
o
at H

o
o
v
er w

as u
sin

g
 

for this purpose." 
N

ew
 in

fo
rm

atio
n
 ab

o
u
t th

e 
F

B
I w

a
rn

in
g
s—

a
n
d
 th

e
 

w
iretap

p
in

g
 an

d
 b

u
g
g
in

g
 o

f 
K

ing—
surfaced in the current 

S
enate intelligence com

m
ittee 

hearings. 
T

h
e
 d

e
ta

ils o
f th

e
 F

B
I's 

alleg
atio

n
s ag

ain
st L

ev
iso

n
 

have never been m
ade public. 

V
ario

u
s rep

o
rts h

av
e q

u
o
ted

 
th

e
 F

B
I a

s c
la

im
in

g
 th

a
t a

 
m

y
ste

rio
u
s "se

c
re

t C
o
m

-
m

u
n
ist" clo

se to
 K

in
g
 w

as a 
danger to national security. 

"I w
as n

ev
er a m

em
b
er o

f 
th

e C
o
m

m
u
n
ist P

arty
," said

 
L

ev
iso

n
. "I d

id
 k

n
o
w

 so
m

e 
p
e
o
p
le

 w
h
o
 w

e
re

 . . P
a
r- 

tic
u
la

rly
 in

 th
e
 1

9
3
0
s a

n
d
 

1940s you scarcely could have 
b
een

 an
 in

tellectu
al in

 N
ew

 
Y

ork w
ithout know

ing som
e." 

L
ev

iso
n
 said

 th
e ch

arg
es 

ag
ain

st h
im

 w
ere a case o

f 
"g

u
ilt b

y
 asso

ciatio
n
" co

m
-

pounded by allegations from
 a 

form
er business associate w

ho 
falsely

 n
am

ed
 o

th
er p

erso
n
s 

as "secret C
o
m

m
u
n
ists" in

 
order to clear him

self. 
L

ev
iso

n
, w

h
o
 is 6

3
, calls 

h
im

self "a p
o
litical k

in
d
 o

f 
p
erso

n
." H

e w
as a p

ro
m

in
en

t 
m

e
m

b
e
r o

f a
 N

e
w

 Y
o
rk

 
b
u
sin

essm
en

's co
m

m
ittee fo

r 
th

e re-electio
n
 o

f P
resid

en
t 

F
ranklin D

. R
oosevelt in 1944 

an
d
 at v

ario
u
s tim

es a v
ice 

president of the M
etropolitan 

N
e
w

 Y
o
rk

 C
o
u
n
c
il o

f th
e
 

A
m

erican
 Jew

ish
 C

o
n
g
ress, 

tre
a
su

re
r o

f a
n
 E

p
isc

o
p
a
l 

C
h
u
rch

 m
ag

azin
e called

 T
h
e 

C
hurchm

an, an adviser in the 
organizing efforts of the N

ew
 

Y
ork H

ospital W
orkers U

nion 
and a guiding force behind the 
N

ew
 Y

ork C
itizen's Inquiry on 

P
aro

le an
d
 C

rim
in

al Ju
stice. 

H
e has also been an attorney, 

a
 re

a
l e

sta
te

 m
a
n
, a

 F
o
rd

 
M

o
to

r C
o
. d

ealer an
d
 in

 th
e 

im
port-export business am

ong 
others. 	

1
6
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H
is m

o
st n

o
tew

o
rth

y
 ac-

tiv
ity

, as a frien
d
, fin

an
cial 

backer and adviser of the late 
D

r. K
in

g
, b

eg
an

 d
u
rin

g
 th

e 
d
ay

s o
f th

e M
o
n
tg

o
m

ery
 b

u
s 

boycott 20 years ago. L
evison 

w
as in

tro
d
u
ced

.  to
 K

in
g
 b

y
 

B
ayard R

ustin, a black leader 
in N

ew
 Y

ork. L
evison. did free 

le
g
a
l w

o
rk

 fo
r 'K

in
g
, a

n
d
 

d
ev

ised
 fu

n
d
-raisin

g
 ap

p
eals 

for K
ing's S

outhern C
hristian 

L
eadership C

onference. 

M
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R
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...rejected
 w

arn
in

g
 

R
ep

. A
n
d
rew

 Y
o
u
n
g
 ID

-
G

a
.) re

c
a
lls

 th
a
t K

in
g
 

a
rra

n
g
e
d
 fo

r h
im

 to
 b

e
 in

-
terv

iew
ed

 b
y
 L

ev
iso

n
 b

efo
re 

hiring him
 as an S

C
L

C
 aide in 

th
e
 e

a
rly

 1
9
6
0
s
. W

h
e
n
 

P
resid

en
t K

en
n
ed

y
 w

arn
ed

 
K

in
g
 ab

o
u
t th

e relatio
n
sh

ip
 

w
ith L

evison in a W
hite H

ouse 
R

o
se G

ard
en

 co
n
v
ersatio

n
 in

 
1963, K

ing assigned Y
oung to 

fin
d
 o

u
t fro

m
 J

u
s
tic

e
 

D
e
p
a
rtm

e
n
t o

ffic
ia

ls th
e
 

d
etails o

f th
e "th

reat" w
h
ich

 
L

evison w
as thought to pose. 

D
esp

ite 	
th

e 	
w

ar- 
nings—

w
hich arose from

 F
B

I 
re

p
o
rts—

n
e
ith

e
r se

n
io

r 
Ju

stice D
ep

artm
en

t o
fficials 

nor anyone else could produce 
an

y
 h

ard
 in

fo
rm

atio
n
 ag

ain
st 

L
evison, Y

oung recalled. K
ing 

flatly
 	

d
isb

eliev
ed

 	
th

e 
a
lle

g
a
tio

n
s, a

c
c
o
rd

in
g
 to

 
Y

oung. 
"
W

e
 k

n
e
w

 w
h
a
t c

o
m

-
m

unism
 w

as. T
here had never 

J. E
D

G
A

R
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O
O

V
E

R
 

...s
a
id

 m
itts

 "g
et" K

in
g
 

b
e
e
n
 a

n
y
th

in
g
 in

 h
is

 
(L

ev
iso

n
's) in

flu
en

ce o
n
 th

e 
m

o
v
e
m

e
n
t th

a
t su

g
g
e
ste

d
 

an
y
th

in
g
 m

o
re rad

ical th
an

 
w

e w
ere suggesting ourselves 

. . . If a
n
y
th

in
g
, h

e
 w

a
s a

 
co

n
serv

ativ
e in

flu
en

ce. H
e 

w
a
s v

e
ry

 c
a
u
tio

u
s a

b
o
u
t 

b
eco

m
in

g
 in

v
o
lv

ed
 w

ith
 th

e 
w

ar in
 V

ietn
am

, fo
r ex

am
-

ple," Y
oung said. 

L
ev

iso
n
 said

 h
e refu

sed
 o

n
 

F
ifth

 A
m

en
d
m

en
t g

ro
u
n
d
s to

 
an

sw
er q

u
estio

n
s in

 a clo
sed

 
session of the S

enate Internal 
S

ecu
rity

 C
o
m

m
ittee in

 1
9
6
2
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L
evison said he did so because 

h
e 	

feared
 	

th
e 

sessio
n
—

ev
id

en
tly

 b
ased

 o
n
 

h
is 	

fo
rm

er 	
b
u
sin

ess 
asso

ciate's ch
arg

es—
w

o
u
ld

 
am

ount to an attack on K
ing. 

In fact, he said, K
ing's nam

e 
never cam

e up at the hearing, 
w

h
ich

 cen
tered

 o
n
 th

e n
am

es  

of N
ew

 Y
ork law

yers—
m

any 
unknow

n to him
. A

 spokesm
an 

fo
r th

e
 S

e
n
a
te

 c
o
m

m
itte

e
 

co
u
ld

 fin
d
 n

o
 reco

rd
 o

f th
e 

L
evison hearing in a search of 

com
m

ittee files last w
eek. 

D
esp

ite lack
 o

f ev
id

en
ce, 

K
ing term

inated his relations 
w

ith
 L

ev
iso

n
 fo

r a tim
e after 

K
en

n
ed

y
's w

arn
in

g
s. A

fter a 
few

 m
o
n
th

s, h
o
w

ev
er, K

in
g
 

b
eg

an
 callin

g
 o

n
 L

ev
iso

n
 fo

r 
ad

v
ice ag

ain
. A

cco
rd

in
g
 to

 
L

e
v
iso

n
, K

in
g
 sa

id
 th

e
 

b
reak

in
g
 o

ff o
f relatio

n
s h

ad
 

b
een

 "a m
istak

e." 

K
ing's resum

ed relationship 
w

ith
 L

ev
iso

n
 is b

eliev
ed

 to
 

h
av

e b
een

 cited
 b

y
 th

e F
B

I 
w

h
en

 it o
b
tain

ed
 ap

p
ro

v
al 

from
 A

ttorney G
eneral R

obert 
F

. K
ennedy in O

ctober, 1963, 
fo

r w
iretap

s o
n
 K

in
g
. T

h
e 

S
enate intelligence com

m
ittee 

published docum
ents leading 

to
 th

is co
n
clu

sio
n
, th

o
u
g
h
 

L
evison's nam

e w
as deleted. 

L
e
v
iso

n
 sa

id
 h

e
 d

id
 n

o
t 

believe his ow
n telephone had 

been routinely tapped, nor did 
the F

B
I ever interview

 him
. "I 

w
a
s
 in

 th
e
 te

le
p
h
o
n
e
 

book—
both m

y business and 
resid

en
ce. B

u
t n

o
b
o
d
y
 w

as 
sent to see m

e." 

T
he N

ew
 Y

ork attorney said 
H

oover w
as only interested in 

h
im

 as a m
ean

s fo
r attack

in
g
 

K
in

g
. "Y

o
u
 rem

em
b
er w

h
en

 
H

o
o
v
e
r c

a
lle

d
 K

in
g
 'a

 
n
o
to

rio
u
s liar.' . . W

ell, P
m

 
delighted that now

 the S
enate 

hearings have disclosed it w
as 

H
o
o
v
er th

at w
as a n

o
to

rio
u
s 

liar rather than M
artin L

uther 
K

ing," L
evison declared. 


