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I has 	 since the 
actin Luther 	King J vas mur- 

e elan six years since James 
Earl Ray went to jail after pleading 
g u i I t y to the ae.sassination. Now, for 
the first time, the case may come to 
trial. 

The U.S. Sixth Court of Appeals is 
expected to rule within weeks  on 
whether to grant Ray's request for a 
trial for the King murder. 

'During a trial we will show that 
there was a conspiracy and that the ev-
idence against James Earl Ray was 
shoddy or non-existant," said J a m es 
L e s a r , an attorney for Ray. The de-
f e n se would attempt to destroy the 
state's case, which has Ray acting 
alone in the aesassination. "The State 
can't prove that Ray was on the scene 
when the Cr i m e was committed and 
that he fired a shot from that window 
with that rifle," Lesar said. 

If the Circuit Court orders a new 
trial, the defense claims that it woul 
answer some major questions that has 
remained unresolved since Ray plea 
guilty to the King murder in ]969 = d 
was sentenced to 99 years in prison 

Few of the circumstances of the kill-
ing, including why and how Ray alleg-
edly committed the crime, or s ether 
there was a conspiracy, emerg during 
that court proceeding seven y ars ago. 
Ray's appeal for a trial is sed on 
charges that he was forced 	his form- 
er attorney, Percy Forems to plead 
guilty. Ray renounced his a the day 
a f t e r he entered it an since has 
claimed that he was mere an unwit-
ting participant in a cons iracy tie kill 
King. 

The FBI and the pro ecution have 
maintained that Ray fi 	the death 
shot from the sill of a ophouse win-
dow across the street fro the Lorraine 
Motel, where King was -tiled. The al-
leged rifle used for the a .sassination, a 
.30-06 Remington with 	y's finger- 
p r in t s on it, was di-  vered in the 
doorway of a nearby shop shortly after 
the murder. The windowsill was in-
spected by the FBI agents, Ni-ho, accord-
ing to then-Memphis Distridt Attorney 
Phillip M. Casale, would have testified 
that "indentation ma r k s of this win-
dowsill . . . were caused by the recoil 
of the rifle barrel when the shot was 
fired." 

FBI documents, however, reported 
no evidence of powder b u rn s on the 
wintlenvsill, according to Harold ‘S'eis-

: berg, • an investigator for Ray's defense , 
team, 'tvhd acquired the bureau's labe- ' 

ers 
Ray 

ratory reports throug a freedom-of-in-
formation suit. Weis erg said that an 
expert on criminal c idence would tes-
tify that without ponder burns and a 
different location faf•the "rifle marks," 
a rifle could not h i 'e been fired from 
the windowsill, a the FBI and the 
prosecution have 	rged. 

The major poi t of the defense's case 
is the identifies on of the bullet which 
killed King. 	le FBI document, ac- 
quired by the,defense, states that a bul-
let fragment/"could have been fired" 
from Ray's ifle. However, "due to mu-
tilation . . . it was not possible to de-
termine W. ether or not" the bullet was 
fired fro/n that rifle. 

The/defense claims that the bullet 
fra 	nt can be link ed, through mi- 
cr 	c comparisons, to the r ifl 
w ch fired it. It maintains that, if 
gr nted a trial, it would prove that the 

let was not fired by the rifle linked 
o Ray. 	- 

" The state does not have the evi-
dence to link the rifle to the Window- 
sill, and they don't have the evidence to 
link the bullet to the rifle," said Lesar. 
"Ray stands an almost certain chance 
of being acquitted. The conspiracy it-
self may not be resolved conclusively, 
but knowledge about this case would be 
enhanced by a trial." 

In a separate action, the Justice De-
partment is scheduled soon to make its 
recommendation to U.S. Attorney Gen- 
eral Edward H. Levi. following a four-
month review of FBI files compiled on 
King. Some reports say that the de-
partment's civil rights division will rec-
ommend another investigation of the 
King ease. 

The Justice Department inquiry was 
started after the Senate Intelligence 
Committee discovered the F BI's six- 
year harassment campaign designed to 
discredit the ci v i I rights leader. The 
Sena te Committee uncovered no evi- 
dence that the FBI was implicated in 
King's murder or any coverup. Howev- 
er, committee chairman Frank Church 
(D-Idaho) urged that a special U.S. 
prosecutor be assigned to investigate 
the "many unanswered questions," in-
cluding whether the bureau's "vendet-
ta" against King had anything to .do 
with his murder. 

The Justice Department's C iv i I 
Rights Division, for similar reason, is 
also expected to call for an independ-
ent inquiry. However, Ray's attorneys 
say that the best u-ay to disclose the 
facts about the murder i.e. to grant Ray 
"a full and open trial!! -I 	■ - ■ •P ,- Tow 


