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WASHINGTON (AP) —
High-ranking FBI officials

- were- called -to. testify today

.-.before the Senate Intelligence
Lommittee about evidence
" detalling .six-year” cam--
paign to destroy the Rev.
Martin Luther King Jr.as a
Jeader of -the civil: riﬂhts
‘movement. . . SLC X8

EAe St

Thu-tv Eour days before

King was-to receive the 1964
‘Nobel Peace Prize, his wile-

received an anonymous - let-

ter sent by Lhe FBI and ac-..
companied by a tape picked -
up by one of the’ bureaus

bugs, Schwarz said. ., - = =

The letter read in part,
. “King, there is only thing -

of taking King “off his ped-~asked to remaia anonymots.
estal and reducing hnm com---That = person was asked
pletely in influence.” The. “whether he had ever beecn
bureau earmarked a man oftold.by the- FEL of the role
its own choosing, a person lt :was, proposed he play and
who was -not a eivil rights: was‘lshocked and astonished"
leader, to take King's place. when committee staff merm-

as-.a ne}’f nauona.l Negro.w-bers relayed: the,mtnmal.mn

leader.”
Schartz and Smother: de--

Fe-The-evidence, released yes- | Joft for youw to-do. You know:: c.lined to identify the person. tee l:lwyers. tha FBI cam-

‘terday by the committee, dis- “\what it is, You have just 34 cuncerned - saying. that he :.

‘closed: a blackmail attempt -
whmh King interpreted as a™
suggestmn that he~kill,him--~

self shortly before he.was to—:

‘Teceivae.the Nobel Peace Prize
a.nd an- effort to’ find " and
promote a:: Igplatmg-lt for -
King as a:
leader. x

~.One document. nlsecl t.he

ns:ubuit that the FEB :
:p 4 Tt material to discredit King

ing-into-tne~Memphis: motel: ~Should -he Fae the Nubel

responsible for King’s check-

where he wa.g‘_assassmated
ln 1988.
~hlembers-of=the-

commnttee
reacted. with out.rage to- the
disclosures, With Sen. Walter

Mondale (D-Minm) calllng it _-Death Site Linkr—L=2 "

a historic revelation of wide- -
spread, illegai” conduct /by
‘the - nation's ~chief: law: ien—
forcement agency. 37

‘Utterly Appxulng’_\
% In Chicago, the Rev.-Jesse
J'a.cirsm. head. of Owrahcm
PU’SH-People United to Sa.ve

il

‘Humanity—termed a u-n-eat‘ -in Memphis, Tenn.;
ening FBI letter to King in~-Wwas shot and la.Iled on April

“the atleged biaclmail attemt .

“utterly appamngand in con-» 1 That memo, which a sl:aﬂ
flict “with - every ' American lawver said ‘bore- a notation
4cea and principle. of demo-_ indicating that Hoover had

cmc ‘government.” .- :
:= He also charged lutnignt
that it was - further proof
‘that “the civil rights leader
was ldned""by gcvemment
agents_. B e a Ll

In a sLatement “Jackson
termed : the letter “just one
mere in a series of concrele
-revelations -which: reconfirm
and give credence to our and
others’ belief:that the FBI
anc CIA were lnvoived In the
assassination of Dr. King,
President John  F.- he‘n.nexiy
and Malecolm X" - -

The FBI campalign azalnst-
King was. outlined to the
Senate Inteiligence Commit-
tee at a daylong hearing

fape exccept to say. that it

.sing to King. Smothers: said

o of "Martin  Luther -:King"”
raised the possibility. that

tlass Negro hotel .in Mem-

.days bmx-which to do: [it]-
You are done: 'Ihereﬂls but
one way out for yow!! i
L-Staff members refused to .
descnbe the contents of the

contained material embarras-

the Idea behind the letter was
‘that.the ¥BI had enough

prize.

According to Mcmda}e King
interpreted the letter to be
a suggestion, that he commil'.
“ suicide. - = .4

.7A Mareh 1958 memo whose
stazted purpose was “to pub-
licize hypeocrisy on the part

the FBI may have-been in-
strumental in-King's check-
ing into the Lorraine .motel
where he

.4, 1988, -, .-

approved it, .recommended
furnishing “a - cooperative
news media source” with the |
information that King, whiie |
urging a boycott of white |
merchants, was staying in a
white-owred motel despite
the fact that “there is a first

phis, the Hotel Lorraine.” .
A stafl lawyer said there Is
no evidance- other than
Hoover's notation that the
scheme had been put into oo-
-eration but he noted that
newspaper stories to that el-
fec appeared at the time. Ae-
‘cording to tha staff lawver,

King went to Atlanta for the
‘weekend and when he re-

vesterdw by Frederiek A. O~<tirned_to \(emphsr checised

Schwarz .the commitiee’s.

chief caunsel, and Curtis R. -

dnto the Tormine— .
Smothers read from F2I

Smathers the mmority coun- - memes in whishr he said the

Bele. .~

~ bureau outlined its objechive

C'ontmueri from Page 5

pa.lgn against King also in-
cluded an unsuccessful 1964
‘effort to prevert King from’
meeting Pepe Paul VI a
warning to then-New York
‘Gov. 'Rockefeller not to meet
with King, and an aitempt
‘to convinee a major univer-
sity “which had awarded. an
‘honorary degree: to then-FBY
Director Hoover not to make
a simlla.r presenta.non to
King.

S-chwar.: ..nd Smothers told:-
the commitiee the campaign
began with a January 1262°
memo in-which Hcoover: con-
‘cludéd that. King was “no
good.”...The -campalgn_esca-
lated - _sharply_ ~after ° the
Avgist - 1963 elvil - rights
march on Washington.despite '
a determination by. agenis:
Jjust prior to the imarch that
#he Communist party.. had
“failed " dismally” ‘- | .L,lts.
efforts = to . infiltrate.” the
. movement lea.d. by Alng, -the
Jawyers said. - - -
Jloover-Memo__

The ﬁnding that Com—
munists-had.-failed to nfil--
trate the civil rights- maove-
ment was:. rejeeted by
Hoover with- “the- notation,
“Timew: ill only prove you're
wrong,” accordin:y to a series
of memos read by the staff.

Several - days‘'c after the
march,; Willlam 'C. Suliivan,
chief of the FBI domestic
intelligence division, respond-
ec with a note that read “the
director is correct'."; ."We"~
Jegret greatly the meme did
not measue up to the stan-
da.rdg_-ﬂ!at the director had
every right to expect.”

Anather - memo followed,.
decommending increased cov-
erage of Cecmmunist influ-




ence n the civil rights move-~
ment, to which Hoover re-
spcmded. “T can't understand
- you ean-so agilely

switch your thinking” . -

“Ten days after that an’ un-
official . memo written - by
Sullivan stated “it ls obvious
{0 us now ive did nct put the .
proper interpretation an the
facts . . We regard Martin |
Luther Eing to be the most
dangerous and effective Ne-
gro leader in the country.”

That memo was follpwed
by a December 1983 meeting
at which bureau officials dis-
cussed a total of 21 different
{acties for dealing with King,
Including “the possibility of
placing -a good looking fe-
‘male plant in King's office,”
stal { lawyers said. : '

- One month- later, -the- first
of 16 electronic .bugs and
eight wiretaps on King was
installed, according to the
lawyers.  --
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