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O
th

ers P
lan

n
ed

 D
r. K

in
g's M

u
rd

er, 
C

on
vict Jam

es E
arl R

ay C
on

ten
d

s 

J
a
m

es E
a
rl R

a
y
 

"I w
a
s
 ca

rry
in

g
 o

u
t m

y
 o

rd
e
rs" 

B
y W

A
Y

N
E

 C
H

A
S

T
A

IN
 JR

. 

°P
a
cific n

icw
a
 S

et-rice 

M
E

M
P

H
IS

 
T

H
E

 1
9
6
8
 M

U
R

D
E

R
 o

f th
e R

ev
. D

r. 
M

a
rtin

 L
u
th

e
r K

in
g
 Jr. w

a
s a

t le
a
st 

p
artly

 p
lan

n
ed

 w
ith

in
 th

e D
ep

artm
en

t 
o
f Ju

stice o
r th

e R
ev

. D
r. K

in
g
's o

w
n
 

c
a
m

p
, Ja

m
e
s E

a
rl R

a
y
, w

h
o
 w

a
s 

co
n
v
icted

 fo
r th

e m
u
rd

er, ch
arg

ed
 in

 an
 

ex
clu

siv
e in

terv
iew

 w
ith

 P
acific N

ew
s 

S
erv

ice. 

"I g
o
t m

y
 m

o
v
in

g
 o

rd
e
rs to

 g
o
 to

 
M

em
p
h
is o

n
 M

arch
 2

8
 (1

9
6
8
) in

 B
ir-

m
in

g
h
a
m

, A
la

b
a
m

a
," R

a
y
 sa

id
 a

t 
T

en
n
essee S

tate P
riso

n
 in

 N
ash

v
ille. "I 

w
as to

ld
 to

 d
riv

e n
o
 m

o
re th

an
 th

ree 
h
o
u
rs a

 d
a
y
 a

n
d
 n

o
t to

 a
rriv

e
 in

 
M

em
p
h
is b

efo
re A

p
ril 3

. A
t th

at tim
e 

those orders could only have com
e from

 
eith

er so
m

eo
n
e in

 K
in

g
's cam

p
 o

r so
m

e 
h
ig

h
 Ju

stice D
ep

artm
en

t o
fficial h

av
in

g
 

access to
 in

fo
rm

atio
n
 g

ain
ed

 fro
m

 w
ire 

taps on K
ing's telephones in A

tlanta." 
T

h
e R

ev
. D

r. K
in

g
 d

id
 n

o
t d

isclo
se to

 
th

e w
o
rld

 u
n
til A

p
ril 1

 —
 th

ree d
ay

s 
after R

ay
 h

ad
 left B

irm
in

g
h
am

 h
ead

ed
 

fo
r M

e
m

p
h
is —

 th
a
t h

e
 p

la
n
n
e
d
 to

 
re

tu
rn

 to
 M

e
m

p
h
is A

p
ril 3

 to
 le

a
d
 

a
n
o
th

e
r p

ro
ttrS

t m
a
rc

h
 b

y
 strik

in
g
 

san
itatio

n
 w

o
rk

ers th
ere. 

"B
y
 th

e
n
 (A

p
ril I)," R

a
y
 sa

id
, "I w

a
s 

alread
y
 h

alfw
ay

 to
 M

em
p
h
is. I can

 n
am

e a 
m

o
tel I stay

ed
 at n

ear C
o
lu

m
b
u
s, M

ississip
-

p
i. T

h
e n

ex
t d

ay
 I d

ro
v
e n

o
rth

 an
d
 stay

ed
 at 

th
e
 D

e
S

o
to

 M
o
te

l n
e
a
r th

e
 M

ississip
p
i-

T
ennessee line (only 10 m

iles from
 M

em
phis 

city
 lim

it) in
stead

 o
f g

o
in

g
 o

n
 to

 M
em

p
h
is,  

b
ecau

se I w
as carry

in
g
 o

u
t m

y
 o

rd
ers to

 th
e 

letter." 

T
h
e n

ex
t d

ay
, R

ay
 d

ro
v
e to

 M
em

p
h
is. H

e 
reg

istered
 at th

e R
eb

el M
o
tel an

d
 sp

en
t th

e 
n
ig

h
t o

f A
p
ril 3

 th
ere. H

e co
n
ten

d
s th

at th
e 

n
ex

t aftern
o
o
n
 h

e m
et at a M

em
p
h
is tav

ern
 

w
ith a m

an nam
ed R

aoul, w
ho had given him

 
h
is o

rd
ers in

 B
irm

in
g
h
am

. A
fterw

ard
, R

ay
 

a
sse

rts, a
 "fe

d
e
ra

l a
g
e
n
t o

f so
m

e
 k

in
d
" 

fo
llo

w
ed

 h
im

 fro
m

 th
e tav

ern
. A

t 6
:0

1
 th

at 
evening —

 A
pril 4, 1968 —

 the R
ev. D

r. K
ing 

w
as k

illed
 b

y
 a sn

ip
er as h

e sto
o
d
 o

n
 th

e 
balcony of the L

orraine M
otel in M

em
phis. 

H
ow

ever, the F
ederal B

ureau of Investiga-
tio

n
 c

o
n
te

n
d
s th

a
t R

a
y
's itin

e
ra

ry
 w

a
s 

considerably different. 
Instead of driving tow

ard M
em

phis M
arch 

2
8
, th

e F
B

I say
s, R

ay
 left B

irm
in

g
h
am

 fo
r 

A
tlanta, G

a. R
ay spent the next three days in 

h
is A

tlan
ta ro

o
m

in
g
 h

o
u
se, th

e F
B

I say
s, 

th
en

 left fo
r M

em
p
h
is A

p
ril 1

 after h
earin

g
 

on the radio that D
r. K

ing w
as going there. 

R
ay

 arriv
ed

 in
 M

em
p
h
is A

p
ril 3

, th
e F

B
I 

say
s, ch

eck
ed

 in
to

 a ro
o
m

in
g
 h

o
u
se A

p
ril 4

 
and shot D

r. K
ing from

 a back room
 w

indow
. 

T
h
en

, th
e F

B
I say

s, R
ay

 elu
d
ed

 p
o
lice an

d
 

drove back to A
tlanta the next day, w

here he 
a
b
a
n
d
o
n
e
d
 h

is c
a
r a

n
d
 to

o
k
 a

 b
u
s fo

r 
C

anada. 

R
A

Y
 N

O
W

 S
A

Y
S

: "T
h
ey

 h
ad

 to
 m

ak
e u

p
 

th
at trip

 to
 A

tlan
ta b

etw
een

 M
arch

 2
8
 an

d
 

A
pril 1. T

h
e tru

th
 is th

at I d
id

 n
o
t g

o
 b

ack
 to

 
A

tlan
ta after b

u
y
in

g
 th

e rifle in
 B

irm
in

g
h
am

 
o
n
 M

a
rc

h
 2

8
. I d

id
 n

o
t e

v
e
n
 g

o
 b

a
c
k
 to

 
A

tlan
ta o

n
 th

e d
ay

 after th
e assassin

atio
n
." 

R
ay has been reticent about w

here he w
ent 

an
d
 w

ith
 w

h
o
m

 h
e d

ealt fro
m

 th
e tim

e D
r. 

K
in

g
 w

as k
illed

 u
n
til R

ay
 w

as cap
tu

red
 tw

o
 

m
onths later at L

ondon's H
eathrow

 A
irport. 

H
e
 sa

y
s n

o
w

, h
o
w

e
v
e
r: "If I lo

se
 m

y
 

appeal in C
incinnati (before the U

.S
. C

ourt of 
A

p
p
eals fo

r th
e S

ix
th

 C
ircu

it) I'll g
o
 to

 th
e 

U
.S

. S
u
p
rem

e C
o
u
rt in

 1
9
7
6
. If I lo

se th
ere, 

I'm
 g

o
in

g
 to

 tell all —
 ev

ery
th

in
g
 I k

n
o
w

 
ab

o
u
t p

eo
p
le an

d
 ev

en
ts lead

in
g
 u

p
 to

 an
d
 

after K
in

g
's m

u
rd

er in
 M

em
p
h
is." 

 
A

fter rev
elatio

n
s ab

o
u
t so

m
e tactics u

sed
 

b
y
 th

e
 F

B
I a

n
d
 its la

te
 d

ire
c
to

r, J. E
d
g
a
r 

H
o
o
v
er, ag

ain
st D

r. K
in

g
, A

tto
rn

ey
 G

en
eral 

E
d
w

ard
 H

. L
ev

i h
as o

rd
ered

 a rev
iew

 o
f th

e 
F

B
I's investigation of the K

ing m
urder. 

E
arlier ch

arg
es by a retired

 F
B

I ag
en

t, 
A

rth
u
r M

u
rtag

h
, h

ad
 sp

ark
ed

 co
n
g
ressio

n
al 

a
n
d
 Ju

stic
e
 D

e
p
a
rtm

e
n
t in

te
re

st in
 a

n
 

alleg
ed

 F
B

I sm
ear cam

p
aig

n
 ag

ain
st D

r. 
K

in
g
. M

u
rtag

h
 h

as testified
 recen

tly
 b

efo
re 

H
ouse and S

enate intelligence com
m

ittees. 
"M

y
 su

p
e
rio

rs —
 b

o
th

 in
 th

e
 A

tla
n
ta

 
b
u
reau

 an
d
 W

ash
in

g
to

n
 —

 w
ash

ed
 o

u
t lead

s 
su

g
g
estin

g
 a rig

h
t-w

in
g
 co

n
sp

iracy
." M

u
r-

tag
h
 to

ld
 P

acific N
ew

s S
erv

ice in
 a telep

h
o
re 

in
terv

iew
 fro

m
 C

o
n
stab

le, N
.Y

., w
h
ere h

e 
is 

n
o
w

 a
 p

ra
c
tic

in
g
 la

w
y
e
r. "H

a
d
 a

 m
o
re

 
thorough investigation been conducted by the 
F

B
I, I b

e
lie

v
e
 lin

k
s w

o
u
ld

 h
a
v
e
 b

e
e
n
 

estab
lish

ed
 b

etw
een

 th
e K

in
g
 assassin

atio
n
 

an
d
 th

e K
en

n
ed

y
 m

u
rd

ers —
 b

o
th

 th
o
se of 

JFK
 an

d
 R

F
K

," M
u
rtag

h
 said

. 
In

 a letter to
 R

o
b
ert I. L

iv
in

g
sto

n
, o

n
e o

f 
R

ay
's atto

rn
ey

s, M
u
rtag

h
 w

ro
te: "T

h
e b

u
-

reau
 w

as n
o
t ad

m
in

istrativ
ely

 stru
ctu

red
 so

 
a
s to

 p
e
rm

it in
te

n
siv

e
 in

v
e
stig

a
tio

n
 o

f 
esp

io
n
ag

e activ
ity

 fro
m

 th
e rig

h
t. A

ll as-
su

m
p
tio

n
s w

ere m
ad

e fro
m

 th
e v

an
tag

e p
o
in

t 
th

at th
e en

em
y
 w

as alw
ay

s o
n
 th

e left." 
M

u
rtag

h
 said

 h
e h

ad
 w

o
rk

ed
 m

an
y
 y

ears 
in

 th
e A

tlan
ta, G

a., b
u
reau

, w
h
ere h

e h
ead

ed
 

a lab
y
rin

th
ian

 u
n
d
erg

ro
u
n
d
 o

f b
lack

 in
fo

rm
-

ers. "T
h
e in

tellig
en

ce I w
as receiv

in
g
 in

d
i-

cated
 th

ere w
ere n

o
 b

lack
 su

b
v
ersiv

es in
 D

r. 
K

in
g
's en

to
u
rag

e o
r th

e to
p
 lead

ersh
ip

 o
f th

e 
S

o
u
th

ern
 C

h
ristian

 L
ead

ersh
ip

 C
o
n
feren

ce," 
M

urtagh said. 
"T

h
e
 p

h
a
n
to

m
 su

b
v
e
rsiv

e
s, o

f c
o
u
rse

, 
created

 th
e raiso

n
 d

'etre fo
r H

o
o
v
er's elec- 

tro
n
ic su

rv
eillan

ce o
f K

in
g
, an

d
 p

ro
v
id

ed
 

H
o
o
v
er w

ith
 a reaso

n
 fo

r o
rd

erin
g
 th

e w
ire 

u
p
s 

a
fte

r c
o
n
v
in

c
in

g
 th

e
 th

e
n
 A

tto
rn

e
y
 , 

G
en

erarR
o
b
eri F

. K
en

n
ed

y
, th

at th
ere w

as -
In

d
eed

 C
o
m

m
u
n
ist p

en
etratio

n
 o

f th
e 

to
p

. 
S

C
L

C
 echelons." 



T
o
d
a
y, K

a
y is se

rvin
g
 a

 9
9
-ye

a
r se

n
te

n
ce

 
fo

r D
r. K

in
g
's

 m
u
rd

e
r. In

 M
a
rc

h
 1

9
6
9
, le

s
s
, 

th
a

n
 a

 y
e

a
r a

fte
r D

r. K
in

g
 w

a
s
 k

ille
d

, R
a

y
. 

p
le

a
d
e
d
 g

u
ilty—

b
u
t in

 e
q
u
ivo

ca
l la

n
g
u
a
g
e
- 7
,
 

to
 D

r. K
in

g
's

 m
u
rd

e
r a

t a
 o

n
e
-d

a
y
 tria

l in
 

M
e
m

p
h
is

 b
e
fo

re
 th

e
 la

te
 J

u
d
g

e
 P

re
s
to

n
, 

B
a
ttle

. In
 re

tu
rn

 fo
r th

e
 g

u
ilty p

le
a
, R

a
y w

a
s 

sp
a

re
d

 a
 p

o
ssib

le
 d

e
a

th
 se

n
te

n
ce

. 
L
e
s
s
 th

a
n
 2

4
 h

o
u
rs

 la
te

r, a
fte

r R
a
y
 h

a
d
 

b
e

e
n

 tra
n

sfe
rre

d
 to

 T
e

n
n

e
sse

e
 S

ta
te

 P
riso

k 
in

 N
a

s
h

v
ille

, h
e

 a
tte

m
p

te
d

 to
 re

v
e

rs
e

 h
is

: 

g
u

ilty
 p

le
a

 in
 a

 le
tte

r to
 B

a
ttle

. R
a

y
 s

a
id

 h
 

d
id

 n
o

t sh
o

o
t a

n
d

 kill D
r. K

in
g

 a
n

d
 h

a
d

 b
e

e
n

 
c
o
e
rc

e
d
 a

n
d
 tric

k
e
d
 in

to
 th

e
 g

u
ilty

 p
le

a
 

h
ig

 th
e
n
 a

tto
rn

e
y, P

e
rcy F

o
re

m
a
n
 o

f H
o
u
s:- -n  

to
n
. 

A
lth

o
u
g
h
 R

a
y
 h

a
d
 p

le
a
d
e
d
 g

u
ilty

 a
t th

e
 

M
a
rc

h
 h

e
a
rin

g
, h

e
 in

te
rru

p
te

d
 h

is
 a

tto
rn

e
y
,. 

F
o

re
m

a
n

, w
h

e
n

 F
o

re
m

a
n

 s
a

id
 to

 th
e

 c
o

u
rt 

th
e

re
 h

a
d

 b
e

e
n

 n
o

 c
o

n
s
p

ira
c
y
 b

e
h

in
d

 D
r:.: 

K
in

g
's d

e
a

th
. 

T
o
d
a
y, R

a
y co

n
te

n
d
s h

e
 h

a
d
 n

o
 kn

o
w

le
d
g
e
 

o
f a

 co
n

sp
ira

cy to
 kill D

r. K
in

g
 w

h
e

n
 h

e
 w

e
n

t: 

to
 M

e
m

p
h
is A

p
ril 3

, 1
9
6
8
. H

e
 th

o
u
g
h
t h

e
 w

a
s„ 

g
o
in

g
 to

 m
e
e
t tw

o
 o

th
e
r m

e
n
 a

n
d
 p

a
rticip

a
te

. 
in

 a
 g

u
n

-to
-d

o
p

e
 sm

u
g

g
lin

g
 o

p
e

ra
tio

n
. 	

"
 

"I w
a
s se

t u
p
 a

n
d
 su

cke
d
 in

," R
a
y a

rg
u
e
s.,̀

 
"1

 b
ro

u
g
h
t th

e
 rifle

 th
a
t w

a
s
 fo

u
n
d
 o

n
 th

e
 

s
id

e
w

a
lk

 a
fte

r D
r. K

in
g
's

 m
u
rd

e
r, b

u
t I d

id
•` 

n
o
t fire

 it a
t D

r. K
in

g
, n

o
r a

n
y
o
n
e
 e

ls
e
. In

,,, 

fa
c
t I w

a
s
 s

e
v
e
ra

l b
lo

c
k
s
 a

w
a
y
 fro

m
 th

e 
sce

n
e
 w

h
e
n
 K

in
g
 w

a
s sh

o
t." 

H
is a

tto
rn

e
ys h

a
ve

 file
d
 a

 lo
n
g
 b

rie
f a

skin
g
; 

fo
r a

 n
e
w

 tria
l c

o
n
te

n
d
in

g
 th

a
t th

e
 rifle

 ra
id

• 
o
th

e
r ite

m
s fo

d
n
d
•o

n
 th

e
 sid

e
w

a
lk w

e
re

 p
a
rr 

o
f a

 p
lo

t to
 fra

m
e

 R
a

y. 


