v, 12, Frederici, kd. 21701

12/3/75

Senator Richar? Schewiler
Room 347, Senate Office Bldg,.
kashington, D.C. BGfRSz 20510

Dear Dick,

This letter is prompted by this morning's new,item about Sensior Brrd and
Congressman Burton cslling for Eing invesigations. Senstor Byrd believes your
commi ttee should look irto tris. And Tax am the defense investigator in that case
besides having writien “he one bock disputing the official account.

You will remember my view but because perhsps you do not and because I am
sending copies to both Senator Byrd and Congressmen Burton I repeat its

There should be such investigations. Your committee not ondy will not have time
for them but making the effort will further dilute its major responsibility, an
operation at which the administration has been adept and successful, I believe your
subcommittee should establish %o the satiefaction of the Senate that there is a need
for a thorough and entirely public investigation of all the assasginations, for which
there is a proger legislative basis, and seek a continuation of the committee itself
on this separatsly, after it files its March report. I believe the work I have done,
the documentation I have acguired and published in Post I rtem, is more than enocugh
to provide this basis. (If I falled to send you a copy please let me know.) I also
believe that without this kind of basis of evidence that would be admissdble in court
as distinguished from all the theorizing and conjecturing and equivocal testimony
from witnesae;f sowe of whom I could shoot down with eage, there will not be the re-
quired support in either House or the mejor media, which finds living with its own
past on this subject intolerable,.

I should have added that the record I have made in court on FOIL cases may
have some influence with Meubers, as it did in the amending of FQIA, especially in
the conference report.

The "new" disclosures of wlat Hoover did to King are new in two respects only,
I wrote about the others five years ago. These are the "suicide" note and Hoover's
foreing King to leave a decent motel iu which he could have transacted the negotiations
that were part of his purpose in being in Memphis, I have some beliefs about how
Hoover did this. They are now being checked by competent reporters. (In faimmess to
Hoover, I add that 1 believe he had no w % assassination would be with
“ing at the Lorrhine Hotel or that it Was anything but the kind of fine establishment
he described.in turn this suggests he was not alome in the effort,)

Because I have done all the investigating in the Ray case, which means the ing
case, I can be uniquely helpful on this and am willing to be subject only to the limita-
tions imposed by the phlebitis. I can walk more and easier but not fur nor can I stand
for long. And periodically I have to keep the legs raised.

The questions that should intereat the Congress are much broader than this one—--
disclosure can begin to indicate. & reading by any staffer of the transeript of the
evidentiary hearing, which is fairly long, should be informative. However, it is not
the full story because there is much I had to withhold for the trial we seek. We put
enough in on the actual evidence to address effectiveness of counsel only,

You may remember my saying the key to understanding the "investigation" in the
JFK case is to regard it as a disinvestigation. Hoover perceived this rapidly, However,
in the king case it had to be close to instantaneous, He then moved in, within the first
five minutes after the crine, took control without alleging & basis for the right and




then phonied up a conspiracy indictment in Birmingham.

For all practical purposes the FBI frawed Ray, kunowing he could noti have
killed King, It deceived, misrepresented lied and I think crossed the line into
perjury. I forced that agent's retirement in C.A.226-75 so he could avoid being
forced to be a government witness.

Once I started what led to C.A.T718-70, the FOIA suit on part of the King
evidence in which I got a summary judgement, there was a Departmental "new look" at
the so-called evidences I'm told the lawyers could not get anything from the Fil
then, Or mince. And when I produced the evidence chowing the FBI deceived if it did
not commit perjury on this essential evidence, no agent or representative appeazv%
deny or rebut it and the State neither cross-examinednor offered a single rebuttal
witness. Meanwhile, I'm suing for more of this evidence, C.A. 75,1996, TheyR¥ex
have been gtonewalling on this since 1969.

In the area of denial of the most elemcntal legal and Constitutional rights
I think there is no case in which the abuses are as great and as established, even
if the phoney liberal judge ignered them. We even got the orders on who would vioclste
Ray's mxiim rights end hov and samples that are more than enough if far from what
ie gtill hidden if not now destroyzd. I mean from the prosecutlon we got hie work-
shfeets for his own defense and at least one copy of a defense letter Ray wrote
each lawyfor with whom he was associated end registered lettors to the judge,
prior to registration. His defense mail is 2till being intercepted. My most recent .
information ls as of the day after wy confrontaticn with Belin in Nashville, with the
results you have notéd in his changed position. I saw Ray the next day.

I believe there should at some paint be a separate subcoundittes on the Kiang
casge alone, All of these have been made overly complicated by the non-investigetion
efforts. 44 takes an enormous amount of time to go through all the irrelsvancies witich
are most of the "evidence" in both cases.

I know llay bevter than anyone not in his family, I tlink. I've spent much more
time with him than counsel. We have a atrange relstionshdp but L believe he trusta ne as
much as he truste anyone. I believe he would be willing to testify ir and when that
might be deemed appropriate end if he vwere reluctands now would consider it uot
accept my recommendation and that of junior counsel Jim Lesar, who has done most of
the legal work. However, I am not suggesting and do zot belleve that fie could give
testimony that could solve the crime., I do believe that between the work I have done
and the testimony he could give there would be quitc a case of wnat the FDI did and
did not do. I leave to lawyers the guogtion of tho appeal perding before sixth olr—
cuit for a trial (technically but not actuplly & "new" trial beczuss there never was one)
and prior Congressional testimony.

In any event, I am willing to do all I can and have m record of subjscting the
relevant part of my investigative work to testing by both ths State awd their ally,
the FBI, without a fiugor being luid oo & ging le part of it. Jim Lesar end I each
have transcripts. If anyone wants to borrow the set, I vecommend mine becnuse Jim has
greater nced and I've had mine indexed by name, wnich can help.

You should lmiow tint, in adcition to the delayed UES show on this case about
which I have doubts enough tc compel me to rerfuse to appear cn it, there iu currently
a decent-ximddx sized inquiry by a major newspuper I'm helping. It is inevitable tnat
vhen the story or stories appear they will svprort the vicus of Senator Byrd and Congress -
gman Burton and those L have offered.

My next medical sppointuent in Washington is at 11:30 a.m. on Tuesday the Uths
I haven't decided if 1'm up to doing my own driving but I can qTrenge to have all the
rest of the day free if anycns wents to talk tc me., Sinecerely if hurriedly,
Harold Weisbe g

Pt



Hill Leaders
As‘k '-Inquiry in

u .. -
Slaying of King
fmf 1 3/75
emocratic Senate and
House  leaders  called
yesterday for congressional
* inquiries - into the
assassination of Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr.

Demoeratic Whip Robert C.
Byrd (W.Va.) urged the

. Senate intelligence committee (
to conduct a ‘‘thorough
review” of the original FBI
investigation of King's death,

Rep. Phillip Burton (D-
Calif.) said the House
Judiciary Committee should

- conduct an investigation
because of the “shocking and
confirmed” disclosure that
the FBI had attempted to
discredit King. Burten is
chairman of the House
Democratic Caucus.



