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C
lareU

ce M
. K

elley, 85, the burly, 
b
esp

ectacled
 fo

rm
er K

an
sas C

ity
, 

M
o.; police chief w

ho becam
e head 

of the F
B

I at a tim
e of turm

oil in 1973 
and served until 1977, died yesterday 
at his hom

e in K
ansas C

ity. 
H

is w
ife, S

hirley, told the A
ssociat-

ed P
ress that M

r. K
elley had em

phy-
sem

a and had had m
inor strokes. 

M
r. K

elley w
as hailed as a "cop's 

cop" w
hen nam

ed by P
resident N

ix-
o
n
 in

 1
9
7
3
 to

 d
irect th

e n
atio

n
's 

forem
ost national law

 enforcem
ent 

ag
en

cy
. T

h
e jo

b
 cam

e o
p
en

 after 
disclosures that docum

ents linked to 
the W

atergate scandal had been de-
stroyed by L

 P
atrick G

ray III. G
ray 

h
ad

 b
een

 actin
g
 F

B
I d

irecto
r fo

r 
about a year, after the 1972 death of 
lo

n
g
tim

e d
irecto

r J. E
d
g
ar H

o
o
v
er. 

G
ray resigned in late A

pril 1973. 
O

d
t o

f ab
o
u
t 3

0
 can

d
id

ates, M
r. 

K
elley, a 21-year F

B
I veteran w

ith a 
rep

u
tatib

n
 fo

r h
av

in
g
 b

ro
u
g
h
t re-

form
 and efficiency to the once scan. 

dal-pT
agued K

ansas C
ity police, w

as 
n
an

ital d
irecto

r Ju
n
e 7

, 1
9
7
3
. H

e 
assum

ed the post in July. 
"I h

av
e n

ev
er b

o
w

ed
 to

 p
o
litical 

p
ressu

rt an
d
 I d

o
n
't m

ean
 to

 start 
now

" M
r. K

elley told the m
em

bers of 
the S

enate Judiciary C
om

m
ittee dur-

ing C
onfirm

ation hearings. 
S

ikh statem
ents and M

r. K
elley's 

reputation as a law
 enforcem

ent pro-
fessinnal proved reassuring to those 
in

sid
e an

d
 o

u
tsid

e th
e b

u
reau

 w
h
o
 

feared
 th

at its in
teg

rity
 w

as b
ein

g
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CLARENCE M
. KELLEY 

. . appointed by N
ixon in 1973 

a
m

. 

com
prom

ised. 
A

t the tim
e of M

r. K
elley's appoint-

m
ent, one agent told a W

ashington 
P

ost reporter that "K
elley's experi-

en
ced

 fa th
e b

u
sin

ess, an
d
 th

at's 
good enough for m

e." 
O

n
e {If th

e task
s h

e saw
 b

efo
re 

him
 as the first perm

anent successor 
to

 H
o
o
v
er w

as m
o
d
ern

izin
g
 th

e 
agenC

y's operations and restoring its 
reputhtion, w

hich had been frayed by 
reports pf burglaries and other abus-
es. "I don't see any great difficulties," 
M

r. K
elley told a new

spaper reporter 
early

 o
n
. T

h
e p

eo
p
le o

f th
e U

n
ited

 
S

tates k
in

d
 o

f accep
t m

o
th

erh
o
o
d
 

and the F
B

I." 
E

ventually, how
ever, his supervi-

sio
n
 o

f th
e F

B
I w

as to
u
ch

ed
 b

y
 

co
n
tro

v
ersy

 an
d
 en

m
esh

ed
 in

 th
e 

politics of the 1976 presidential cam
-

paign. 
H

e adm
itted in 1976. in w

hat w
as 

described in a W
ashington P

ost ac-
co

u
n
t as an

 "ex
trao

rd
in

ary
 state-

m
ent,-  that F

B
I em

ployees had built 
furniture and m

ade decorations that 
w

ere in
stalled

 in
 h

is ap
artm

en
t 

shortly after he took office. H
e said 

th
at so

m
e w

in
d
o
w

 v
alan

ces w
ere 

m
ad

e w
ith

o
u
t h

is k
n
o
w

led
g
e an

d
 

that the furniture, a cabinet, w
as F

B
I 

p
ro

p
erty

 th
at h

e p
lan

n
ed

 to
 retu

rn
 

after leaving office. H
e reim

bursed 
the governm

ent about $335 for labor 
an

d
 m

aterials an
d
 said

 th
at, if w

ar-
ranted, he w

ould m
ake restitution for 

other gifts that had becom
e an issue. 

K
elley D

ies at 85; H
eaded FBI in 1970s 



President Gerald R. Ford an-
nounced that he would retain Mr. 
Kelley, but during the presidential 
campaign, Ford's Democratic chal-
lenger, Jimmy Carter, said he be-
lieved Mr. Kelley should be fired. 

In Judiciary Committee hearings 
on his nomination, Griffin Bell, Cart-
er's choice as attorney general, told 
senators that he would remove the 
FBI director. Mr. Kelley retired Feb. 
15, 1978. 

He was widely regarded as playing 
a major part in restoring stability to 
his agency during a difficult fteriod. 

"Clarence Kelley represented the 
best of the FBI," the bureau's direc-
tor, Louis J. Freeh, said yesterday in 
a statement. "Because of director 
Kelley, the FBI is a better organiza-
tion today." 

Freeh said that during Mr. Kel-
ley's tenure, the FBI sought to re-
craft more women and minorities. 
He also cited Mr. Kelley for develop-
ing a policy that focused the FBI's 
efforts on three priorities, counterin-
telligence, organized crime and 
white-collar crime. 

"I think Clarence Kelley has done 
a very good job," Ford's attorney 
general, Edward H. Levi, a legal 
scholar renowned for objectivity and 
nonpartisan impartiality, said in 
1976. 

Mr. Kelley was born in Kansas 
City, son of a utility company engi-
neer, and obtained a bachelor's de-
gree from the University of Kansas in 
1936. Shortly after graduating from 
the old Kansas City Law School, he 
joined the FBI. 

Advancing through the ranks, he 
handled criminal cases and adminis-
trative operations. After Navy ser-
vice in World War II, he returned to 
the FBI, becoming field supervisor 
in Kansas City. He later served in 
Houston, Seattle and San Francisco, 
as assistant special agent in charge. 

Afterward he was transferred to 
the training and inspection division  

at FBI headquarters and named an 
inspector. He headed FBI offices in 
Birmingham and Memphis before 
resigning in 1961 and becoming po-
lice chief in Kansas City. 

After leaving Washington, he pre-
sided over a private firm that investi-
gated white-collar crimes. He retired 
about seven years ago. 

His first wife, Ruby D. Kelley, died 
in 1975, They had two children, 
Mary Kelley Dobbins and Kent Clar-
ence Kelley, both of Kansas City; and 
three grandchildren, 

He married Shirley Dyckes Kel-
ley, 63, in 1976. 


