
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

}EDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Birmingham, Alabama 
December 24, 1975 In Reply, Please Refer to 

File No 

4111.1.■/. 

SENAfE SELECT COMMITTEE ON 
INTELLIGENCE ACTIVITIES 
INTERVIEW OF SPECIAL AGENT 
ROBERT M. BARRETT, 
DECEMBER 17, 1975 

I, Special Agent Robert M. Barrett, was inter-
viewed by Committee Staff member  Paul Wallach. in Room 
608, Carroll Arms, Washington, D.C. The interview began 
at 2:02 PM and was recorded by Mr. Alfred H. Ward. 

At the outset, Mr. Wallach advised that the 
Committee was attempting to determine whether or not 
there was any basis for reopening of the case of the 
assassination of President John F. Kennedy. He further 
stated the Committee was reviewing the activities of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) before and after the 
assassination. 

Mr. Wallach asked when I arrived in Washington, 
D.C., and how I received notice to come to Washington, D. 
C., for this interview. re was told I arrived about 
5:45 PM on December 16, 1975, and that on Friday, December 
12, 1975, I had received notice of a teletype from FBI 
Headquarters to my office in Birmingham, Alabama, instruct-
ing me to report to Washington, D.C., on December 17, 1975, 
for this interview. 

Mr. Wallach asked if I had conferred with any 
Bureau cfficials prior to this interview. I informed him 
that I had met with Inspector,John Hotis.of the Legal 
Counsel Division. Mr. Wallach asked for the contents of 
this di2c.,::Fion andI advised him that I had asi.ed Mr. 
hotis if he knew the reason why I was being interviewed by 
the Committee, and that Mr. Hotis had stated he did not 
know the reason or purpose other than it concerned my role 
in the assassination investigation. 
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I told Mr. Wal
lach that Mr. 

Hotis had furt
her 'in- 

. 	formed 
me that I shou

ld decline to 
answer any que

stions as 

to sensitive s
ources, sensit

ive techniques
, on-going inv

esti-

gations, and a
ny information

 received from
 a third agenc

y. 

Mr. Wallach as
ked if. I had 

talked to Mr. 
Pal?? Daly,  

and he was inf
ormed rr. Dai\

' was in and o
ut of 07Office

 fre- 

quently 	tha
t I had 1)::d 

vary little co
nversation wit

h him. 

Mr. Wall ,:eh a
sked how long I

 had talked wit
h 1.:r. Eotis, 

and I 

told 	the a
bove conversat

ion was very b
rief, that I w

as • 

originally inf
,r7ad the inte

rview was to t
ake place at 1

0:00 

AM, tin 2t this
 was suLoe(luen

tly char:clad t
o 2:00 NI and t

hat I 

had spent the 
time in Er. Eo

tis' office wa
iting and occa

sionally 

discussig oth
er unrelated 

matters. 

I also told Mr
. Na? lack tha

t I had been i
nterviewed 

pp,-1ier or. Imr
.cr 17, 2975, 

by Assistant D
irector Parold

 

N. basset;;, a
nd Deputy Assi

stant DiieL:Lo
r  J. Allison 

Conley. 

Mr. Wallach as
ked what this 

interview was 
about, and I t

old 

him I was ques
tioned as to a

ny knowledge I
 had of Lee Ha

rvey 

O: wale cc..ng 
to the FBI C7fic

e 5n Dallas pr
ior to the ass

as-

sination and le
ovinr,-, a no:a 

for Special Ag
ent James PO- 

 

I told Er. Wal
lach what I ha

d previously t
old Mr. Basset

t, 

that some four
 or five month

s after the as
sassination I 

was 

asked by sunco
ne in the Dall

as Office, who
se identity I 

can't 

recall,(bceans
e what this un

rccalled perso
n asked me was

 a 

rumor and insi
gniLicant) if 

I had heard th
e rumor that O

swald 

had come to th
e Dallas Offic

e where he ask
ed Nan Fenner,

 the 

Receptionist, 
to see Posty. 

I recall there
 being no ment

ion 

of any note le
re by Oswald, 

nor did Dostv,
 or anyone els

e in 

Dallas cvcr talk to
 me about the 

incident, the 
note or the• 

contents of th
e note. Mr. Wa

llach asked if
 I 11;.(1 repo

rted to 

anyone in Dall
as at the time

 the above inc
ident and Mr. 

Wallach was ad
vised I did no

t report a rum
or and that I 

treated it as 
a rumor, in th

at I promptly 
forgot about i

t as 

I was very bus
y at the time 

conducting inv
estigations of

 other 

matters having
 to do with th

e assassinatio
n. 
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RODEflT N. BARRETT, 
DEcuatnn 17, 1975 

Mr. Wallach asked if Mr. Hotis had informed me of 

my right to counsel and I stated this had been done.'. Mr. 

Wallach then advised me of my right to counsel and my right 

to refuse to answer any questions. I advised Mr. Wallach I 

was aware of my rights. 

Mr. Wallach advised me that recorded results of 

this interview would later be ava,lable to ma, in Washington, 

D.C. I asked if I would be furnished a copy and if a cod_ 

would be furnishee  the Bureau. I was informed that the Bureau 

would not be furnised a copy nor would anyone, other than my-

self, from the Bureau, have access to this report. I was also 

told that I w.Juld be advised by mail when I could have access 

to the reyort. Mr. Wallach did not say if I would be furnished 

a copy. he also said I could request the presence of a Senator 

during the interview, which request I did not make. 

Mr. Wallach then asked about my Bureau career and 

assignments prior to Nove7,bor 22, 1963. He was advised of my 

assignments in Phoenix from 1952 to 1954, in Amarillo, Texas, 

from 1554 tc 1956;  and in Dallas from 1956 to 1966. Mr. 

Wallach inqured as to what kind of investigative lifork I was 

doing as of November 21, 1963, and I told him thA primarily I 

was assigned to investigstions having to do with organised 

crime, garApling, and criminal intelligence, and occasinnally 

some involve::: civil rights cares, and some extortion CLSCS. 

Mr. Wallach asked ho.: long I had been doing such work ans:: who 

else in the Dallas Office was either working with me or doing 

similar work. I told him I had been working these type cases 

since November, 1957, and that I was aasisted by SA Ivan D. 

is.41 from about 1960, or so, until the assassination, at which 
time Lee and I were both assigned to the assassination investi-

gation, primarily, for about a year. 

Mr. Wallach then asked me to define a "hip pocket 

informant" and after I gave him my definition, he asked if I 

had any in DS1las. I defined a "hip pocket informant" as a 

source of information whose identity was never made known nor 

was there ever any record made that such a person was being 

used as an informant. I told Mr. Wallach I have never employed 

"hip pocket informants" in Dallas or elsewhere. • 
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ROBERT M. BARLETT, 
DECE1:.BER 17, 3975 

Mr. Wallach asked if I knew of, or hula heard of 

:.clAIlos:_xLLigi,111Q of Tampa, and Carlos  Marc?110  of New 

Orlearu,, Louisiana. I said that in inveffigatio
ns of or-

ganized crime matters, I had become acquainted w
ith these 

,namcs, but 1 believed the correct name was Santo
s Trafficante, 

to which Mr. wallach agreed. Mr. Wallach asked if I k
new of 

a man nmedc71•:i21ie (Phonetic) and I said I cou
ld not recall 

• ever having he aril of this name. 

Mr. Wallach asked if I knew of Ji-.c}21143. I sai
d 

I hEn known i;u1- y as the owner or operator of two Dallas night 

that were freo.uentea by pimps, prostitutes and p
ersons 

involved in crilAnal activities. I wa.3 asked if
 I had ever 

talked to Ruby ancl I said I had on maybe two occ
asions prior 

to Novebar 21, 1963, but I could not recall the
 contents of 

these conversations, other than it most likely h
ad to do with 

persons who fra:luented Ru5y's night clubs. 

Mr. Wallach ached if, I was aware of a connection 

of Ruby with Trafficantc, with Marcello, and with
 I4cWillie 

(Phohet.ia). I said I was not aware of any conne
ction by Ruby 

with any of 	perscr,s and repeated that I did not recall 

the name McWillie. 

Mr. Wallach ached if I was acquainted with the t
erm 

"PCI" - "potential criminal informant", if I kne
w Jack Ruby 

was a PCI of the Dallas Office, and if I knew th
e identity of 

the FhI 7:c3cnt in Dallas, a "red headed fe
llow" who had had 

Ruby assigned to him, and which Aclent was later 
disciplined 

or transferred. I had just begun to answer M
r. Wallach, 

when U. S. Senator Pichard D. Schweic):er, of 
Pennsylvania, 

entered the reora at 2:33 PM and thereafter took 
part jointly 

in the interrogation of rr! with Hr. Wallach
, after introducing 

himself. Mr. Wallach briefly reviewed with Sena
tor Schweicher 

what had previously transpired in the interview
. Senator 

Schweicher ashed if I knew Ruby was a PCI and if
 I was not 

aware of Ruby's connections with organized c
rime. 

1,•••••■•11.• 
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SENATE SELECT COMITTEE ON 

INTELLIGErCE ACTIVITIES 

INTEINILt: OV SPECIAL LGEET 

ROBERT I.:. BAERVTT 
DECr%hi:Ps 37, 1(/75  

I stated that my investigation of orga
nized crime 

and criminal intelligence matters in 
Dalle were primarily 

'concerned with the activities of Jose
ph Francis Civello 

and his associates and the activities 
of a roving band of 

criminals, not connected with Civello,
 who used Dallas as 

a base for their activites. I s':ated
 that in these investi-

gatiens neither I nor Si*: Lee had beco:
r.c aware of any in- . 

volve:.cnt by R,.lby in crgani..:ed cri:re matter
s or any asso-

ciation with the persons who were the 
subjects of our investi-

gations. 

At this point, 2:37 Pfl, Senator Schwei
cker asked 

Mr. Wallach if I had been sworn, and
 when told that I had 

net, Senator Schweicher placed pc unde
r oath, making reference 

to all the answers I had given prier t
o being sworn, as well 

I pointed out that if rul:y had been in
volved in 

organized crime matters, such as assoc
iation with Trafficante 

or Vh:icello, a:-.C1 this 110. become hncw
n to the F31, I was sure 

I, as an Agent assicIT;c2d to organi7:ed
 crime investigations in 

Dallas where huby resided, would have 
been so advised and 

that this was not the case. 

In answer to the questions about Ruby being a 

PCI, I stated I had heard something a
fter Noveo.:bor 24, 1963, 

that an gent in Dallas h: at one tipe
 opened a PCI case on 

Ruby, but . I did not know any details
 such as when this- oc-

curred, the name of the Agent, and I was not aware that this 

Agent, whoever he was, had been disciplined because of any 

dealings with Rul'y or for having Ruby 
as a PCI. 

Senator Schweicker then asked if when a person is 

designated a PC1, the Agent makes such
 a recommendation to 

his superior-and that Ruby had been ma
de a PCI because of 

his connectiorn; with organized crime.
 I explained that a 

person can be designated a PCI by the 
Agent lieeause of his 

associaticn with the cripna3 element,
 his residence, his 

employ:Aint, or for any of a number of
 reasons, and that this 

person ray never furnish any krtinent 
or usciul. information 

or be of any value. Senator Schweicke
r then asked if PCIs 

were not paid and I said they were only paid when they 

furnished pertinent or good useful inf
ormation only on a 

C.O.D. basis. I was asked if Ruby had ever b
een paid and 

I said I had no hnowledge of any such 
payment. 
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SENTTE SELLCT COMMITTEE'. ON 
INTELLIGrflCE ACTIVITIES 
INTERVIEU CV SPECIAL AGENT 
ROLER'I.  M. hARRETT 
DECEMUER 17, 1975 

I was asked if. I had any opportunity to see 
Osward in the police department -t that time or any other 
subacquant time and I stated to the best of my knowledge 
Oswald had Leen taken to the office of  Captain "Will" 
Fritz, that I never did go to Captain Fritz's office at 
any time oa November 22, 23, or 24, 1963, and that I had 
navel personally obscrved Oswald subsequent to his arrest 

'in the theater in Oak Cliff. 

Mathis point in the interroqation, Mr. Wallach' 
asked me if I knew that disciplinary action by the Dureou'had 
bcan taken a(.inst.,c,11111; 	I advised them that I 
was aware of this through my association with Hosty in Dallas. 
I was then askad if I knew that some Assistant Directors of 
ths: r61 had been disciplined Lecause of their handling of 
certain matters in the assassination investigation. I stated 
I was not aware of this and had no knowledge of any such 
disciplinary action. 

Mr. Wallach then asked me if 1 had attended a 
"going away" party held, not in, the Dallas Office, for Hosty 
by his fricne:s in Dallas. I stated I did not recall any 
such party rnd further felt that if there had been such a party 
I would havo 1:::.en invited and wculd have attended because 
Hosty and I ware in the same car pool, we attended the S=2 
church, we belonged to the same clubs, and I had coached 
his son on the school football team, and further, that many 
of liosty's friends ware also my friends. 

. I was asked if I recalled a conference being held 
by SACAl—Cprdon ShanklilLon the early morning of November 
23, 19G3, in which A:Jents of the Dallas Office were given 
instructions. on inveatigation to be conducted that day. I 
stated that I recalled reporting to work on Saturday, November 
23,at about 6:00 AM after having worked to about 3:00 AM 
that same morning from the Friday before, and I did not recall 
any such conference held by Mr. Shanklin. 

I was asked if thcrc: had not been a conference on 
the morning of November 24, 1963, in which Mr. Shanklin in-
structed th Dallas 1:(7ents not to go near the arca at the 
city jail where Oswald was being removed that day and I 
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1ITELL1GE:NCL ACTIVITIES 
GI' STECIAL AGENT 

ROBERT M. BIJIRETT 
DECEI:PBR 17, 1975  

stated I did recall thr.se instructions, and further, I na
l 

been im:tructed, along with S 	—n D. Lee, to go to RnLD- 

. 	TV Station to obtain an,j  pertinent pi 	graphs that that 

station might ha,!e and further, that while there I had 
ob-

served, on cloficd circuit telcvisicn, the Oswalt' shooing 

in the basement of the police department. I was asked if 
I 

had any knowledge of a telephone call received by the IT' 
durin the 	of 17ovemer 23-2', 1963, containing a 	• 

thica',.. against Cswald. 1 said that to the best of ny hno!
-- 

ledgc,, I did recall son,ethiny to the effect that SA 
1;11Sca_ 

isx!,-,, cs,  had been on duty during the ea:ly morning hours of 

Novu,A)er 24 at the Dallas FBI Office and had received such
 

a cal :I. I coO d not recall at this time who was 
the source 

of this information nor did I recall any details as to the
 

contents of the call. 

Mr. Wallach then asked if there had not been sore 

oceas 	Ac unto of t.he Dalas 	 beers 

sing the assassination and discussing whether or not it va
s 

their opinions that it was the act ,of one man acting alone
 

or was a conspiracy. I stated I was sure that there had b
een 

such discuss on an informal basis but that I could not
 

recall any details or anything as to when such discussions
 

were hold or who was prer,cnt and, further, that I was sure
 

that everyone connected with the investiga;:ion would have 

made EOM,_ personal conclusions. 

At this point, Mr. Wallach asked if it was not 

true that Mr clianklin or some other Bureau official had 

given explicit directions that the investigation was to 

establish that Oswald acted alone in connection with the 

assa!:nination. Before I could any.wer this question, Mr. 

liallach stated that such information had been received fr
om 

other FBI ;:gents. I stated that this was not so, that I d
id 

not believe any other. Egcnts had made such statements, and
 

further, that we had, to the contrary, been given instruc
tions 

to conduct our investigation in an effort to establish al
l 

the facts to identify all persons involved. 

At this point, which was about 4:23 PM, Senator. 

Schweicker loft the room and did not take any further par
t 

in the interrogation. 
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