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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
. Birmingham, Alabama

In Reply, Please Refer w© December 24, 1975
File No.

- g

SENATE SELECT COMMITTEE ON
: INTELLIGENCE ACTIVITIES
(3 INTERVIEW OF SPECIAL AGENT
: . ROBERT M. BARRETT,
DECEMBER 17, 1975

I, Special Agent Robert M. Barrett, was inter-
viewed by Comuittee Staff member Paul Wallach, in Room
608, Carroll Arms, Washington, D.C. The interview began
at 2:02 PM and was recorded by Mr. Alfred H. Ward.

.

~ At the outset, Mr. Wallach advised that the
_ Committee was attempting to determine whether or not
Lo there was any basis for reopening of the case of the

assassination of President John F. Kennedy. He further
stated the Committee was reviewing the activities of the

assassination.

Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) before and after the

Mr. Wallach asked when I arrived in Washington,

D.C., and how I received notice to come to Washington, D.

C., for this irterview. Fe was told I arrived

for this interview.

5:45 PM on December 16, 1975, and that on Friday, December
12, 1975, I had received notice of a teletype from FBI

Headquarters to my office in Birmingham, Alabama, instruct-
ing me to report to Washington, D.C., on December 17, 1375,

Mr. Wallach asked if I had conferred with any
Bureau cfficials prior to this interview. I informed him
that I had met with Inspector _JJghn Hotis of the Legal
Counsel Division. Mr. Wallach asked for the contents of
this dizcursizn end I advised hin that I had ashed !Mr.
Botis if he knew the reason why I was being interviewed by

in the assassination investigation.
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the Committee, and that Mr. Hotis had stated he did not
know the reason or purpose other than it concerned my role
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I told lir. ywallach that Br. Hotis had furthcr ‘in-
formcd e that 1 chould dccline to answer any questions as

to scnsitive SOUrces, sencitive teckniques, on-¢going investi-
gations, and any information received from a third agency.

Mr. viallach asted if T had talked to ?g;_BﬂMl.IEﬂJQL
and L ves informed Y. pzlv was in 2nd out of the office fre-

-

quently @i tnat I heé hao very little conversation witin Lim.
M. Wallaonh asked now long 1 wad talked with Hr. Fotis, ana I
told hii the above conwercation wasd very brief, that I vas
originally informad The irteyview was to take place at 10:00
rlG, thot this was crleceuucntly chanrged to 2.00 Dit and et 1
had cpent the timo in Fr. votis' office waiting and occasionally
discussiug other unrelated natters.

1 also tcld KMr. wallach +hat 1 had bheen intervicwed
eavlier or necovhar 17, 1975, hy Assistant pirector llayold

—/

N. bassc¢ii and Depuly Accistent Divector Je pllascon CQiiaCye

NMr. Viallach ashkeda what this interview was Zbout, anc T told
him I was questjoncd as to any wnowledce 1 phza cf Lee Harvey
oO-wald cowming to v TRl cffice in Dalles priox to the £5S285~
sinaticn and Jecving a ROV for Spereial ngent Jomes HO G

I told kr. valiach whot 1 had p:cviously told Mr. Bascett,
that somc four or five monthis after the ascassination I wace
asked by scmecnc in the Dallas ccice, wvhose idertity I can't
rccall, (beccouse vwat this unrccaliled person acked me woE &
yumor and insigniilcant) if I had heard the rumor that Oswald
had com2 toO the bellas Office where he acked Kan Fenncr, the
Reccpiionist, to cce Hosty. 1 recall thcre bcing no mention
of any note l1cefc by Cowaid, nor dia Wosty, or anyonc clce in
pallas ever talk to me about the incident, the note OYF Lhe
contcnts of the notc. Nre. tallech asked if I had reported to
anyonc in pallae at thc +ime the &alove ipcidcnt and Mr.
wallach was advised I did not report a runor and that I
grcated it as a rumoy, in that I promptly forgot about it as
1 was very busy at the time conducting jpvestigations of other
matters having to do with the assassination.
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Mr. Wallach asked if Mr. Hotis had informed me of
my right to counsel and I stated this had been done. . Mr.
wallach then adviced me of my right to cournsel and mny ricght
to refucc to answver any questions. 1 advised Mr. Wallach I
was avare of my rights.

Mr. Wallach advised me that recorcded results of
this intervicy would later be ava.lable to me, in Washington,
D.C. I ashed i: I would be furniched a copy and if a coz.
would be furnished the Bureau. I was informed that the Bureau
- would not ke furnisled a copy nox wousd anyone, other than my-
| sc¢lf, from the Eureau, have access to this report. I was @lso
told that I would pe advised by meil when I could have access
to the report. Nr. Wallach did not say if I would be furnished
a copy. lie also said I could request the presence of a Serator
during the interview, which rcquest I déid not male.

Mr. Hallach then ashed about my Bureau carser and
ascignments prier teo Novernher 22, 1963. He was adviscd of ry
assicnments in Phoenix from 1952 to 1954, in Amarillo, Texas,
from 1954 tc 1956, ard in Dallas from 1956 to 196C. [Kr.
Vallach inzuired o fo what kxind of invcstigativq’Wbrk I was
doing as oI loverber 21, 1963, and I told him that primarily I
was assigned to investigations having to do with organized
crime, gamhling, and criminal intelligence, and coccasinnally
some involved civil richts caces, and some extortion cases.
Mr. Wallach asked hew long I haé bhecen doing such work ani who
elsc in the Dallas Office was cither working with me or ceing
similar vork. I told him I had becn working these type casces
since lloventer, 1957, &énd that I was acsisted by SA Iven D.

Lege from abcut 1960, or so, until the assassinction; at which
tir.e Lee and I were both assigned to the assassination investi-
gation, rimarily, for about a ycar.

1
1

Mr. Wallach then asked me to define a "hip pocket
informant® and after I gave him my definiticn, he asked if I
had any in Dalias. I defincd a “hip pocket informant™ as a
source of information whose identity was never made known nor
was there ever any record made that such a person was being
used as an informant. I told Mr. Wallach I have never cmploycd
"hip pocket informants" in Dallas or clscwhere.

.
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Mr. Wallach asked if I knew of, or hud heard of
vCarlos" Teafficiute of Tampa, and Carlos Marcello of lew
Orlcons, Louisiana. 1 suid that in investigntions of or-
ganized crime natters, I had become acquainted with these
namcs, but 1 believed the correct name wasg Santos Trafficante,
to which Mr. walloch agreed. Mr. tv'zllach asked if I kncw of
2 man nemod elillice (Phornetic) and I said I could not recall
ever having neccd of this name. .

Mr. Wallach asked if I Jnew of Jack Ruby. I said
Y hed krown naby as the owner or operator of two Dallas night
clubs, that vwere frcguentcd by pimps, prostitutes and persons
jnvolvad in crininal activities. I was asked if I had ever
talled to Ruby anrd I saic I had on mayle two occasions prior
to kovcicker 21, 1963, but I could not recall the contents of
Lhese coavercationc, other tkan it most likely had to co with
person:c who freguented Puly's nicht cluks.

Mr. VWallach eshod 1f -1 was awarc of a conncciion
of Ruby with Trafficantc, vith Marcello, and with McWillie
(Phonctic). I said I was not aware of anv conreciion by Raby
with arny of thous perscns and repeatea that I did not recall
the nwne Melillice, .

Mr. Wallach aclhed if I was acaguainted with the term
'pCcI" - "poterntial criminzl informant", if I knew Jack Nuhy
was a PCT of the Dhallas Oifice, and if I knew the identity of
the FiI 7Zgent in DPallas, & v"red heoaded fellow" who had had
Ruby assigned to hin, and which Aacent was later disciplined
or transferred. I had just begun to answver lir. Wallach,
vhen U. S. Scnctor Richard D. schwoicrer, of Pennsylvania,
enteored the rcom at 2333 P and “horcaltor took part jointly
in the interrogation of w2 with . Wallach, after introducing
himsclf. Ilir. Wallach briefly rovicwed with Scenator Schvieiclker
what had previously transpired in the interview. Senator
Schuweicker asked if T knew Ruby was a PCI and if I was not
awarc of Ruby's connections with organized crime.
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I stated that my investigation of orcanized crime
and criminal intellicgence matters in Dalles were prinarily
concerned with the activities of Joseph Francis Civello
and hic associates and the activities of a roving band of
crimrinals, not conncctcd with Civello, vwho usced Dallas as
a basc for thoir activitics. I s-=ted that in thesc invecrti-
gatione ncithcx I nor 84 Lee had bccorme aware of any in- .
volve:.cnt by Ruby in crcaunized criTe matters or any assos
cicticn with the persons who were the sukjects of our investi-
gationes.

At this point, 2:37 Pii, Scnator schweicker asked

ch if I had been sworn, and when told that T had

sor Schweicker placed me under oath, making refercrnce
to all the ansvcrs I had given pricr to being sworn, as well
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I pointed out that if ruly had been involved in
organized crime matters, such as association with Traflicante
or liciccllo, ana this hed becerme kncown to the F3I, I was surce
I, as on hocntc assicned to organinced crime investigations in
pallas where Luby recidec, would have becn so adviscd and
that this was not the case.

in answer to the qucstions about Ruby being a
rcI, I statcd I had heard somcthing after Noveaber 24, 1963,
that an Agent in ballzs had at onc time opciicd a PCI case on
Ruby, but I did not know any details such as when this oc-
currcd, the name of the hgent, and I was not awarc that this
Mocnt, whocover he was, had becen Ciscciplincd kccause of any
dealinrgs with Ruby or for having Ruby as a PCI.

Senator Schweicler then acked if when a person is
designated a PCL, the hcent makes such o recommendation to
his supcrior -2nd that Ruby had becn made a PCI becausc of
his conncctions with organized crime. I cxplained that a
person can bc designated a PCI by the Agentl L.ecause of his
associaticn with the cririnal element, his residence, hi.s
employment, or for any of a number of reasons, and that this
pcrson may never furnish any pertinent or uscful. information
or be of any valuc. Senator cchweoicker then asked if PCIs
were not paid and 1 said they were only paid when they
furnished pertinent or good useful information only on a
C.0.D. basis. I wvas acked if nruby had ever been paid and
1 said I had no hnowladyc of any such payment.

: 5
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I was asked if I had any opportunity to sce
OswaXd in tho police department -t that time or any other
subroquent time and T stated to the best of my knowledge

Osvald had leen talken to the office of Captain "Will'
Fritz, that I nover did go to Captain Fritz's office at

any time on MNovember 22, 23, or 24, 1963, ané that I had
ncve: personally observed Oswald subsequent to his arrest
in the thecater in Ozk Cliff. :

It this point in the interrocatien, Mr. Wallach®
acked we if I knew that disciplinary action by the Dureosu h
been taken ecainst L2 (Jares) lgaty, I advised them that T
wes avare of this through ry association with Hosty in Dalles.
I was then asked if I knew that some Assistant Dircctors of
the Il Lad been disciplineé lecause of their handling of
certain notters in the assassination investigation. I stated
I waos Lot cware of this and had no knowledge cof any such
disciplinery action.

ad

Fr. Wailach thcon asked mwe if 1 had attended a
"going avey" party hcld, not in the Dallas Cffice, for Hosty
by his fricnds in Dallas. I stated I did not rccall ary
such party cnd further felt that if there had been such a party
I vwouvld have koen invited and veuld have attended because
Bosty and T vore in the sane car pocl, we attendcd the same
church, we belonged to the same clubs, and I had coached
his son on the schoocl foothlall tecam, and further, that many
of liocty's friends were also rmy £friends.

_ I was asked if I recalled a conference being hcld
by SAC J. Gordon Shanklin on the carly morning of Novembor
23, 18C¢3, in which Agents of the Dalles Oifice were given
instructionrs on invectigation to be conducted that day. T
stated that I recalled reporting to work on Saturday, Novcbor
23, at alout 6:00 AN after haviug worked to about 3:00 AM

‘that sane morning from the Friday before, and I did not recall

any such confcrence held by kr. Shanklin.

I was asked if thcere had not been a conference on
the morniny of November 24, 1963, in wvhich Hr. Shanklin in-
structed tlic Dallas roonts not to go near the arca at the
city jail where Oswald was being removed that day and 1

12
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stated I did recall thosc instructions, and further, I had
been instructed, along with ;A_ng&_gét§gg, to go to KRLD-
. TV Stution to obiain any pertincnt ph craphs that that
o staticn nicht have and further, that while there I hac¢ ob-
,servcd, on cluscd circuit televicicn, the Oswald sheeoiing
in the bascment cf the police departiment. I wacg ashed 1f I
had any knowledae of a telephore czll rcceived by the T'DI

durirg the night of lovenrber 23-2’, 1963, cortaining & .
threal against Csweld. 1 said that to the Lbest of my knou-

ledgr, I did recall something to the effect that SA Piiltcon
JUBION] had bceen on duty during the ea-ly rmorning hours of
Roveeber 24 at the Dalles PBI Office and had recezived such

= a call. I couid rot recall at this time who was the source
of this inforrotion nor éid I recall any deiails as to the
.o contcerts of the call.
Mr. Wallach then acked if there had not been some
-— ' occaniong whes Agente ol the Delias Cffice hod ecn CisCub-
sing the assassination and discussing vwhether ox not it was
their opinions that it was the act of one man acting alcrne

3

—_— or was a concpiracy. I stated T was sure t+hat there had keen
such dizcuscions on an informal bacis but thatv 1 could not
recall any dctoile or anythirg as to when such diccussions
were hcld or who was presint and, further, that I was sure
that cvaeryone coanected with the investigation would have
made soie personal conclurions.

At this point, Mr. Wallach asked if it was not
true that Mr, Chanklin or some other DRureau officicl hed
given cxplicit dircctions that the investication wvas to
establish that Oswald octed alonc in connectiion with the
assassination. EBefore 1 could ancwer thic auvestion, Nr.
Wallach stated tihat such informetion had been received from
other I'i:I Agents. I stated that this was not so, that I did

¥ not belicve any other Zgcnts had nade such statements, and

} further, that we had, to the contrary, Leen given instructions
to conduct our investigation in an effort to cstablish all

the focts to identify all persons involved.

At this point, which was about 4:23 PM, Scnator
Schweicler left the room and did not takc any further part
in the intcrrogation. .
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