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Secret Service/FEI JFK investigation B S5/17/77

I have written earlier about Rowley's 12/9/69 orders to all his SACs that the
¥3I wes in charge, etc. There are a {fw other elements to note.

Regardless of what LBJ directed the Secret Service hud statutory authority. The
FBI did not. So Rowley wrote to his SACs not in terms of what they picked up about the
assassination. His words are "any information coming to the attention of any Secret
Service office concerning Lee Harvey Oswald or ack Ruby."

‘nis, of course, represents the prior concept of guilts
Ey 12/9 there was a Commission. Rowikey makes no mention of this.

Hg gave orders for what I've never seen from any source, written records of what
they told the FBI, which is what he directed. Such information "will be furnished im-
mediately to the nearest FBI office by telephone, to bu confirmed in wiiting by letter to
the Special Agent in Charge" of the FBI, copy to Rowley.

The Rowley memo can be talen to have junk in mind in this part from what is
at the end,"Any information believed to be of significance should be reported immediately
to Deputy Chief Paterni." Rowley would then decide whether to investigate.

The Secret Service could benefit Irom thig arrangement in being able to =scape
criticism. The FBI henefitted from centrol.

What this could have meant is illustrated by a Secret Service investigation of
Odwald's literaturei in “ew Yrlesns, cut off promptly by the New Orl:ahs office throggh
FBI HQ and Secret Service BR. Nothing ever came of that but the Secret Service was on
the right traclk. *t alsc would have learned that Ugwald had at least one associate in
s literature printing and distribution.

“n fact when the Commission wanted the pamphlet in which he used the 544 address
it was never able to obtain a copy from the FBI, which had it. It was provided in the
last minute by the SS.

Rowley's orders coincide in time with the FEI's first report, CD 1. Johnson's orders
were not of 12/9. They were not later than 11/23.
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. Special Agents in Charags and Resident hgents DATFE: Decembar 9, 1663

Information concerning nssassination of President Yermaedy # W=

The President of the United States has directed thae Federal Bureéu'
of Investigation to make a full snvestigation of the assassination of
president Kennedy. - -

Unt1l further jpstructed, any information comi&g to the attention
of any Secret secvice office concerning Lao Harvey Oswald or Jack Ruby
will be. furnished immedlately to the nearest FBI office by telophone,
to be confirmed in writing by letter to the special Agent’ in Charge,
Federal Bureau of Investigatlon, with a copy %orwarded to this office.

o jnvestigation will ba made by the Secret Service on the pasis of
the informatlon roceived as 1% ;s essentlal that the FBI snvestigation
not be delayed nor 2 duplication of investigation accur.‘ _

Any informatlon beliaved to be of significance shouid ba reported
jmmediately to Deputy Chief Paterni. This office will advise if any

gnvestigation 1a to be made by any fileld offlce.

1t is paramount that no comment be made to news media concerning our

activities at any time.
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