
James J. Rowley, Director, U. S. Secret Service, advised) 	r. 

that he had received information that the book being written by 

I. 

1966. Rowley advised he had no additional details concerning this matter 	•  

other than the fact that Secret Service had, under instructions, cooperated —LI 

with the author in furnishing material for this book. 

)William Manchester concerning the four days surrounding the assassi-

nation and funeral of the late President, was to be published in NoveMber, 
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UNITED STATES Ct 	NMENT 

Memorandum 
Mr. DeLor 	 DATE: 

PURPOSE:  

This is to advise that information has been received 

indicating that a book being written by William Manchester, who has 

been commissioned to do so by Mrs. John F. Kennedy, concerning the 

four days surrounding the assassination and funeral of the late 
President, is to be published in November, 1966. 

'RETAILS:  

c 
err 
G. 

:3  

The book in question is one which Mrs. John F. Kennedy 

commissioned the author, William Manchester, to write. 

ej6,0  

REc. 52  &2- /0766 0 	/ 
According to newspaper accounts, the book is to be publi•fied 

• j0 
 

0 	
by Harper ancj Row at the request of Mrs. Kennedy. 

E 

It is noted that in June, 1964, Manchester saw the Director' 

and asked a number of questions relative to the Director's activities 

on November 22, 23, 24 and 25, 1963. The questions asked by Manchester 

were answered by the Director and detailed memorandum covering this 

interview, dated 6/4/64, was prepared by Mr. De:Loa:h. A copy of this 

memorandum is attached. 

4 	illil .! 

f a0§ved, contact will be had with Harper anTlluw-Publls ing 

Company to see if an advance copy of this book can be obtaine 
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WILLIAM NIANCHESTER 

AUZ liOR OF KENNEDY BOOK TO BE PUBLISHED IN 1969 

APPOINTMENT WITH DIRECTOR, 10:10  A.M., 6-4-64 
	

/3  

uniniz:sioned by Mrs. John F. Kennedy to write a book concerning the four days 

By appointment, I introduced William Manchester, who has been , 

 

. 

irrounding the assassination and funeral of the late President, to the Director at 

).:10 a. m., today In the Director's Office. 

Mr. Manchester first thanked the.Director for seeing him. Be explained 

t he had already seen approximately 90 people, principally in Washington; however, 

td not 5-et gone to Dallas, Texas, inasmuch as Chief JuStice Warren felt that he should 

)t conduct interviews in Dallas until alter the Warren Commission report had been issue.  

• IF ? 

- In instituting- a series of questions to the DirecOr, Mr, Menchester ri_ s! 

quired as to what the Director was doing cn Nevembcr 22, 23, 24 and 25, 1953. /- 	 . 

anchester added•  that he would first like to start with November 22, 1063, at the pree F. re 

oment the Director first received the news that the President had been shot. The - 
[rector replied that he had just returned from lunch. This was approximaNly 1:10 pa )n, 

news item was brought in to him reflecting the President had been shot, The Director 

•itnadiatel5-ealled the Attorney General who was at his home dining with the II, S.. 

ftorney from New York, Mr. Morgenthau. The Director advised the Attorney Gnneral 

:It a news announcement had been made that the President bed been wounded. The 	
• 

irectOr stated he next talked to the SAC of our Office Li Dallas, Texas. Ile was ‘aforn,c-.  

at the President had been wounded and had been Laken to the Parkland Memorial Hespi.: 

Ile SAC also advised that Governor Connally had been shot and was now in the erner:•1,7-_-•  

)om with Kennedy at the same hospital. Mrs. Kennedy and Mrs. Connally, who wurz.,. 

ding in the same car, had not been hit. The SAC told the Director that it apnea red 

e shots had come from an upper gory window of the Texas Book Depository Bei:dins. 
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DeLoaeh to Mohr 6-4-6a 
Re: William Manchester, Author of Kennedy Book 

To Be Published In 1969 
Appointment with Director, 10:10 a, m., 6-4-64 

The Dallas Office additionally advised the Director shortly after 2:00 p.m. 
tat clay that the President had died. The Director Immediately called the Attorney 
3eneral once again and told him of the death of his brother. At this time the Director 
nquired as to whether the Attorney General planned to go to Dallas. The Director stated r.• • 
hat he bad advieed the Attorney General that if such plans were in the making he would 
acilitate hie departure and arrival. The Director told Manchester that shortly therealez 

_Nur Dallas Office called once again to indicate that the President's body would be 
mrnediately flown back to Wushington and that the Vice President had already been swum 
n as President. The Director later called the Attorney General once again and told hied 
.hat the FEI was moving into the investigation. The Director advised Manchester that the 
FBI took this action despite the fact that there was no law making it a Federal violation to 
vssassieate the President. 

1. 
At this point the Director gave Manchester a brief history of the 

assassination of SAC Shanahan in Chicago, Illinois, in the middle 1920's. There was no 
Federal law against assaulting or murdering an FBI Agent at that time. The Director 
old Manchester he initiated action to•rnake it a Federal crime to assault or kill an Frei 
agent so that 'proper action.could be taken in Federal court rather than a local court in 
;uch matters.. 

The Director told Manchester that if the FBI had taken custody of 
faee Harvey Oswald, Jr., Oswald would never have been killed by Jack Ruby. The 
Director stated that the murder of Oswald by Ruby naturally gave rise to considerable 
;peculaticraand rumor. All of this could have been avoided had the Dallas-police tater,- 
'roger action to protect Oswald. 

The Director told Manchester that the FBI immediately entered the case, 
-respite non-jurisdiction, and that we interviewed Osa•ald as soon as he was made 
I'he Director stated that cn the evening of November 22, 1963, at approximately 7:25 p.,1:1. 
President Johnscu called him at his home and requested that the FBI take complete chete: 
)f the case involving the assassination. The Director stated he advised the President 
hat the FBI had already entered the case and that %ea would, of course, go all out in EA..; 
tnatter. The Director also told the President that he was ceneeraed about the great 
'mount of publicity coming out of Dallas. 

The Director then told Manchester that the Dallas police had given eta 
1:onsiderable in7ormation received as a result of FBI findings, particularly from eer 
Laboratory. He added that on the 4th or 5th day following the assassination he in trucIt.(.: 

nix. SAC in Dallas to contact Chief of Police Curry and order him to make no further 
Statements to the press with respect to the eaidence or investigation surreunding the 
assassination. The Director told Manchester that this Chief of Police could have told 
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DeLoach to Mohr 6-4-A 
Re: William Manchester, Author of Kennedy Book 

To Be Published in 1969 
Appointment with Director, 10:10 a.m., 6-4-64 

him to go to hell; however, he had recognized the obvious necessity and logic of such 
instructions and had complied. The Director explained to Manchester at some length 

the necessity to keep physical evidence confined prior to the prosecution of an individu-21, 

The Director told Manchester that on Saturday evening, November 23, 

1963, our Dallas Office had received an anonymous telephone call indicating that plans 
had been made to murder Oswald when he was removed f rom the Dallas City Jail. The 

FBI informed the Dallas Chef of Police immediately, The Director told Manchester 

that original plans for removal of Oswald had been made for 10:00 p. m. that Saturday 
night. The Chief of Police, however, changed these plans by acceding to the pressere 
of the press that Oswald be removed at a convenient time so that communications media 
could cover the event.. Our Dallas Office again called the Dallas Police Department Ca 
Sunday morning, November 24, 1963, and reminded that Department of the same 
anonymous telephone call. At that time the Chief of Police assured our Dallas Office that 

all precautions were being taken to protect Oswald. 

The Director informed Manchester that following the President's call 
at 7:25 fie 	November 22, 1963, he gave specific instructions that the }SI do everylli.H 
possible to thoroughly investigate this case. The Director stated that additional 
personnel were immediately sent to Dallas. He told Manchester this was necessary 
inasmuch as our Dallas Office and FBI Headquarters, as well as other offices, received 
hundreds and hundreds of phone calls, telegrams and letters setting forth leads in tlds 

case. 

Manchester inquired as to whether-the Director placed any sl:e-n(ficculce - 
to the anonymous phone call concerning the plan to murder Osv..ald. The Director 
that we had no way of knowing at the time whether any impose-ince should be attached Jr 
not; however, we did have the responsibility to immediately netify the Dallas police, 

which we did. 

The Director characterized Jack Ruby as somewhat of a "pol:ce of:." 

As a result of his friendship with a number of police officers he had easy acceeni+ellity 
to the Dallas Police Department. The Director stated that he did not le-low lehether 

reported iocanity was of the sincere or faked type inasmuch as we were nett psyclt'.ntri: 

He stated that Ruby had given the excuse that he had killed Oswald because of his 

affecticn for the late President mid the fact that he wanted to prevent any further .s.)n.ov: 

to Mrs. Kennedy inasmuch as she would necessarily have to return to Dallas te,c1 

against Oswald. . 
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Re: William Manchester, Author of Kennedy Book 

To Be Published in 1939 
Appointment with Director, 10:D a. m., 6-4-64 

:Manchester inquired as to the exact location of the Director at the time 

Oswald was killed on Sunday, November 24, 1963. The Director replied that he was at 

home. lie stated that the Dallas Office contacted him immediately following this event. 

Manchester inquired as to the Director's immediate reaction. The Director replied that 

his first thought was how such an event could take place, particularly under a system of 

civilized justice. The Director added tliat he had ordered an immediate check on Jack 

Ruby and particularly to ascertain if there had been a relationship between Ruby and 

Oswald.  

Manchester inquired as to whether the Director was watching television 

at the time of Oswald's murder. The Director replied in the negative. He stated he was 

working on efficial papers at the time. The Director added that he ufaially saved Sundays 

to review lengthy documents and memoranda as well as to prepare himself for interviews, 

hearings, etc. 

Manchester inquired as to what the Director was doing on Friday morning, 

November 22, 1953, prior to the assassination. The Director replied that he was 

'onducting. business as usual, that he had had a number of interviews that particular 

morning. 

Manchester inquired as to the physical location of the wire service ticker 

machine. He was told that it is located across the hail and that pertinent wire service 

items are brought in to the Director Immediately. 

. 	The Director told Manchester that his first conversation on November 22; 

1963, with our Dallas Office occurred at approximately 1:48 p. re. The Director was 

advised at that time that the President was not believed to be dead yet but that he had 

suffered a mortal wound. The Director mentioned that on the occasion of his second 

call to the Attorney General, the Attorney General had indicated that he had also beer in 

touch with a number of the Presidential Staff and had been informed of a number of 

details concerning the shooting and the fact that the President had died. 

Manchester inquired as to the Director's opinion cf the Attorney Gene:I:X.., 

reaction upon being informed that the President had been shot. The Director replied 

that the Attorney General had been silent for a few moments and had then requested 

the Director keep him informed of any further facts received concerning this matter. 

The Director told Manchester that the Attorney General is usually very quiet bi manure 

until he has all the necessary facts of a given situation. The Director stated that the 

Attorney General was not the explosive type unless he becae-ae angry. 
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)eLoach to Mohr .6-4-64 
ae: William Manchestei, Author of Kennedy Book 

To Be Published in 1969 
Appointment with Director, 10:10 a.m., 6-4-64 

Manchester told the Director that the President's call to the Director at 

1:25 p.m., November 22, 1963, appeaiN to be one of the first calls that the President 

nade upon returning to Washington that evening. The Director replied that he would 

surmise that this was correct. The Director added that our investigation proceeded 

"ortimith; however, it was not until Monday or Tuesday of the following week that the 

President decided to name a Presidential Commission to look into the assassination. 

Elie Director told Manchester that an FBI report had been sent to the Warren Corneeissioa 

Within ten days after the President had set up this body. The Director stated that he 

)ersonally had appeared before the Warren Commission and that he considered their 

iuestioning of him to be quite thorough. He stated that thoroughness was necessary on 

.lie part of the Commission inasmuch as this would serve to assist in wiling gossip and 

e 	tion in the- future, The Director quickly added, however, that rumors will 

continue concerning this case, especially in Europe where there is widespread gossip 

concerning a supposed conspiracy, for many years. 
• r. 

1"—  The Director told Manchester that the statement that some of the 

information may be withheld by the Warren Commission naturally gave rise to further 

rumor. Manchester replied that he could understand the Chief Justice's statement in this 

regard inasmuch as not just any individual should be allowed to look at the classified 

material sent to the Commission by some agencies. The Director replied that the issue 

in point is such that excessive precautions of security is unwise. The Director explained 

that he had never been a great believer in wasteful precautions or going overboard 

regarding ee::cessive security. He stated that an item is either classified or else it isart 

classified. The Director gave examples of leaks.la Government that have -given several 

Presidents extreme cause and worry. He stated that the FBI is usually called upon to 

investigate these leaks, however, newspapermen naturally do not desire to reveal their 

sources. The Director stated that if newspapermen did reveal such sourees that quite 

naturally the sources would dry up. 

Manchester inquired of the Director as to whether the assaeeiaation cage 

became one of major concern following the President's call at 7:25 	I:even:her 22, 

1963. The Director stated that as he had previously indicated, the FhI had already 

entered this case. He added, however, that after the President's call VE 	 fv.tt in 

doing such things as working around the clock, sending a Washington-ba.sed ETA 

to Dallas and adding approximately 30 Agents to the Dallas personnel compl;•nictnt, T1.1 

Director stated that we still have at least 50 men who are tied up in taunting dove-. lead:, 

on this particular case throughout the FBI's service. He stated that this case will never 

be closed from an investigative point of view inasmuch as 	will continually receive 

leads, many from mental cases, which necessarily have to he checked out. 
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te: William Manchester, Author of Kennedy Book 

To Be Published in 1969 
Appointment with Director, 10:10 zyn., 6-4-64 

. 	Manchester asked if the matter of a President being assassinated not 

eing a Federal crime had ever been discussed fully by the Congress, or anyone else, 

ccording to the Director's knowledge. The Director replied that there had been no 
dscussion to any extent. lie stated the matter had just never been considered. 

Manchester inquired as to whether the FBI had prior material on Oswald 
,efore the assassination. The Director replied that we did have some information 
egarding Oswald, however, it was quite flimsy In nature. The Director then explained 

t some length the background of Oswald. He told Manchester of the press releases that 

)swald made in Moscow. He told Manchester of Oswald's employment in a factory in 
,linsk, Russia, and of the fact that Oswald had later returned to Moscow. The Director 
lated that he certainly did not understand why the Department of State had failed to have 

)swald sign an affidavit forfkitting his American citizenship at the tine Oswald returned 
o Moscow and visited the U. S. Embassy. Manchester spoke up and stated that the 
:tzte Department claimed they had wanted to find out if Oswald had committed an 
xtraditable crime in the Soviet Union, therefore, no signed affidavit was taken from 
dm. - The Director again deplored the failure to have such an affidavit executed. 

The Director continued that we had interviewed Oswald within two or three 

!ays following his arrival in the United States. He explained that we, of course, desirad 

o find out if Oswald had been recruited as an intelligence agent by the Soviet Union. Tha 

)irector told Manchester that this did not appear to be true. He added that Oswald had 

lassilied himself as a Marxist rather than a communist, The Director.,  added that 
)svhld had later been interviewed in New Orleans after getting into a street Sq.:413)51e 

tith anti-CiStroites over leaflets being handed out by Oswald. The Director told 

l'uanchester that Oswald could best be termed a "loner." He explained Oswald's 
:omraerilcations with the Communist Party in the Matted States but added that Oswald 
Lad never joined the Party. The Director told of the incidents surrounding Oswald's 

Atempt to 1-.:11 General Walker in Dallas. He added that Oswald's wife;  Martha, had 

aLised us cf this thcialent following the assassination, The Director summarized Us. 
art of the interview by indicating there appeared to he nothing in Osalad's backgroond 

vhich would reflect that he was a man of violence and most certainly nothing which 
ndicated that Oswald had any intentions of assassinating the President. 

Manchester asked if the Director did not find it odd that Mrs. Oswald 
lad failed to tell anyone about the attempted assassination of General Walker until after 

lie murder of President Kennedy. The Director replied that he did not find this ode in 

,iew of the cold relationship between Oswald and his wife, the language barrier on the 

)art of Mrs. Oswald and the fact that Mrs. OsWald dad not have the natural iastineis o: 

merican woman bit to the contrary had a different attitude altogether. He stated 1.a 

>laced no significance in Mrs. Oswald's failure to advise of this incident prior to the 

s ss inat i on. 
. - 	 Gt7 

- 6 - 

••• •:1“..4 4.-"r 	- 	• , 

• .11 

1.1 	• 



• • • 

aLoach to Mohr 6-4-64 
a: William Manchester, Auihor of Kennedy Book 

To Be Published in 1969 
Appointment with Director, 10:10 a. m., 6-4-64 

The Director told Manchester that it was extremely difficult to speculate 
the motivations of Oswald to kill the President. The Director stated it was entirely 

.ssible Oswald may have wanted to kill Governor John Connally. He explained that 
;weld had written communications to Governor Connally protesting his particular type 
discharge from the U. S. Marine Corps. The Director added that President Kennedy 
cs an intellectual liberal type. He stated that President Kennedy had been desirous of 
eping peace with honor. He stated that President Kennedy desired peaceful co-existent. 
American Style. The Director added that the President, although he had been firm 
his dealings with Khrushchev, had a fairly good relationship with Mirushchev and the 

.viet Union. The Director summed up by stating that Oswald could not have desired to 
a the President because the President had dealt harshly, or spoken harshly, against 
e Communist Party and Chairman Klirushchev. 

Manchester speculated that perhaps the communists;  including Oswald, 
not like the relationship between the late President and Khrushchev; therefore, the 

inmunists desired to do away with President Kennedy so that this obstacle to their 
sired philosophy could be removed. The Director replied that this was entirely 
ssible: hb-..vever, lie wanted Manchester to clearly understand that Khrushchev was not 
aerson to be trusted and that Chairman Khrushchev had a very cold and evil mind. 
ie Director, at this point, gave examples of lrehrushchev's understanding of the English 
aguage despite the fact that he had-Crroyanovsky, an excellent interpreter, with him 
all times while on his visits to the United States. The Director told L,Lanchester that 
had always felt it better to kick individuals like Khrushchev on the shins once in a 

tii2 rather than to boot-lick them. The Director explained that Khrushchev tVas 
sioally, an oriental and that individuals opposing-orientals usually lost face in the 
ientalts opinion when fear or trepidation was shown. 

Manchester inquired as to whether the D.rector's duties and 
sponsibilities allowed him to participate personally in the funeral ceremonies. The 
rector replied in the negative. He stated he had been at his desk constantly. Ile 
ded that he had issued instructions that FBI per,soc.nel participate officially in the 
remoiiies by assisting Secret Service as much as possible. The Director span of the 
my _visiting foreign dignitaries and of the dangers involved in the march from the 
site House to St. Matthew's Cathedral. He told Manchester that over 40 Special 
;ents had been assigned to assist Secret Service, particularly at St. Matthew's 
.thcdral. He further told Manchester that the authority to protect the President was 

a function oA t.he Secret Service; however, since the assassination we have 
sisted when-called upon. The Director briefly advised Manchester at this pa:nt of the 
Lmediate widespread ramifications of this case following the actual shooting. lie teld 
utchester that leads had spread to Mexico as well as throughout the entire linjed 
eareiore, it bas been necessary for him personally to remain at his desk so as to 
pervise this matter. 
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The Director may desire to send the Attorney General the ,attached letter 

ldicating that he had seen Manchester. 
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To Be Published in 1969 

Appointment with Director, 10:10 a. m., 6-4-64 

At this point I reminded Manchester of his previous statement to me that 

had to be at the White House at 11:15 a. m. Manchester thanked the Director twice 

)on his departure and stated that he was very appreciative d the Director's cooperation 

nd considerable time taken from a busy schedule to be of assistance. 

CTION: 
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