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Marijuana Deal Was Set. Up--. 

-Bureau Denies Allegations 

• 
- By MAXTIN WAITRON . 

sr.-J.11*ra. Kew Tat Tara 

PANAMA CITY. Fla.., Dec-Al—The 
State 'of Florida_ is investigating char, 
by the .prosecutor here that the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation set up a huge 
marijuana-snuggling deal in which four 
passers-by were murdered . at,Ni, Sandy 

laSt January..7-- 
Leo C. Jones, the prosecitir, said-last 

week that the bodies of the four -were 
found by a skin diver at the bottom, 
a small lake in August. 

The prosecutor said he did not kn 
when the F.B.I. first learned of the mur-
ders, but that a bureau informant, Bobby 
Vines, was on the scene of the shootings 
and met with his agency contact about 
two weeks later. 

The F.B.L agent in charge of the Jack-
sonville office, which oversees this pert 
of Florida, denied Mr. Jones's allegations. 
Arthur F. Nehrbass, the agent, said he 
could "categorically deny that the F.B.I. 
had knowledge of the drug-smuggling 
operation in question. either before. dur-, 
ire or immediately after its occurrence." 
"Nor did the F.B.I. have any knowledge 
of the so-called Sandy Creek slayings 
unril the bodies were discovered,' he 
added. 

Mr. Jones said. be had asked-Attornee: 
General Griffin B. Bell to investigate-
Washington .t a- spokesznanhfor 'Mr. Be 
said the request had been, received but 
no action had been takett.'..ifirt::::.;.-'4.k- 

Calls Killings 
In a. new,: conference it -his' office ht 

Panasna City on Thursday:; Mr. -Jones 
called:the four murders -"senseless" 
said they could have been prevented if 
the F.B.I. and state officers had notified 
him about the impending drug shipment. 
He said the bureau and the state police 
had set themselves up ea. "super" a 
cies and were attemptinglto usurp- 10 
police authority.  

He said that about 70,000 pounds o 
mar loans, worth an estimated S8 milliod 
to $12 million on the wholesale •market,; 
was being brought to the Sandy Creek 
area on a 70-foot shrimp trawler at the 
time of the murders: It was to. he ferried 
ashore at a. deserted heath area :thole; 
12 miles from Panama City an the nigh 
of Jan. 23. 

Two Panama City men, accompanied 
by two teen-age ,:iris, wandered upon the 
scene during the unloading-and were shoe 
to death by guards hire to protect the 
huge shipment of marijuana- from hijackl 

Investigators have thecirtzed: that - os* 
of the men: George Sims, 39 yearvoldd 
was killed because he had recognized one  

of the euards:. and that the other three... 
Sheila: McAdams, 16, he? sister, Sandy,.1 
14 arid'i Glenn Hood-21,, were-•alain be-, 
cause f.'ey had witnessed the firstialling4 

Mr.* iimsawas shot 'in the- chest. Thel 
others weretbound and gagged and shot 
in the back 'of the head. The bodies were 
then- kurnced into a small lake in a near-
by county. 

,... 	DVS:barged in =tags 
I Fourteen men were charged with the  

murders in -October, about two months 
after the remains were discovered. One  
of-those- accused was Mr. Vines, a 40-
year-old Tallahassee resident who ha 
since been granted immunity from pros 
cation. 

Mr. Jones said Mr. Vines had alleged 
that an F.B.I. agent who was his neighb 
recruited him in August 1976 as an in-
formant and gave him S50 to go to Cor-
tez. Fla., to begin making arrangements 
for the January delivery of the marijuana_ 

Mr. Vines contended that he notified 
the F.B.I. a few days before the delivery' 
date that the "marijuana was coming 
down," Mr. Jones said, and assumed that 
the agents had the Sandy Creek area 
staked out • 

-Vines said that when the shooting 
started, he -assumed the F.B.I. had the 
area secured tighter than a blanket," the 
prosecutor said. 	-• 

No one knows why the four victims, 
who had been at a bar earlier, wandered 
onto the scene._ 	- 	- 

The prosecutoraiid-that thermarijuana 
Involved in the-incident had been brought 
to Florida:- hum- Colombia.. but that he 
did= not know where. it was to have been 
taken: He said the operation had been 
ended.' after the- first rooting, L 	. 
kecause-cd bad weather: 	 • , 	. 	. 

Seekers Not Known to Offidal 
• "I don't know who was financing, the 
deal," ha said. "I don't think that's rele- 
vant" 	 • He said that Mr. Vines reported having 
met with the Fill: agent who recruited.: 
him in Tallahassee on Feb. 7 and' having 
been told, "Boy, you are in a lot of trou- 
ble." 	-- 

Mr.:Nehrhass, the bureau's agentiin 
chargé at Jacksonville, would not say if 
Mr. Vines had been art F.B.I. informant. 
It is bureau policy, he said, to decline 
comment on matters that may come up 
at a pending trial. 

The agent-  Mr. Vines said he had met 
was reported to have been ordered to 
Quantico;-Va., - for training, and efforts 
to reach hire there for comment were 
unsuccessful; 

Mr. Jones'sild he was certain that Mrd 
ruses was an Fit I-informant, however.,  
M two occasions in October, he said.4 
ie United States Assistant Attorney i  
illahassee, Don Modem:L. had requested' 
'He told me in a meeting at Tallahassee 
Oct. 4, 'We've got. to help this nun,' 
Jones said. 
r. Modesitt was reported by Its staff 
• unavailable forcommenL 

Jones quoted Mr. Vines as say-1nm 
the F.B.L told him on Sept: 23 thatj 
ould not have to testify in the case.' 

Agreed to Testify 

Bay County grand jury investigating 
killings did grant Mr. Vines immuni-
and Mr. Jones said Mr. Vines had 

reed to return to Panama City to testi-
when the other defendants go on trial 

A been disclosed. 
Of the men accused In the slayings, 

Feb. 28. Mr. Vines's whereabouts have 
three were indicted Nov. 30 for first-de-
gree murder and six for third-degree mur-
der, a lesser offense. In addition to Mr. 
Vines, seven men have been granted itte. 
nUT11.17. 

A tthe time it returned the indictments, ,  
he state grand jury issued a "present-
'ent" accusing the F.B.L and the state 
lice of having "played a preparatory 
le" in the drug smo,_ing. 


