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into new lives 
we had to use whatever connections we had 
and keep shuffling witnesses from motels to 
military bases, always with aliases." 

LYDA SAID THE marshals are usually 
unaware of the circumstances making it nec-
essary to guard a witness and prefer it that 
way. 

"We take care of those witnesses whose 
lives are in serious jeopardy, and we begin 
long before their testimony in court or before 
a grand jury," Lyda continued. "Within 24 
hours after receiving authorization (from the 
Justice Department), we pick them up bag, 
baggage and Immediate famikr and get start-
ed." 

Before, during and after the testimony, wit-
nesses may be located virtually anywhere in 
the country. Lyda indicated they are provided 
with around-the-clock protection at least until 
a trial is concluded. 

William O'Neal, the FBI Informant who be-
came a witness in trials involving the raid on 
Black Panther headquarters in 1.989 and the 
1972 slaying of a narcotics dealer by a Chicago  

policeman, is still being protected by the 
marshals. O'Neal has been moved to another 
city and given a new identity, 

THOUGH THE LENGTH of the goverment 
protection varies with each witness, Lyda 
said the marshals have been involved with 
some for as long as four years. If the witness 
must be relocated and given a new identity 
after a trial, the marshals provide documents 
"to the extent necessary to create that Identi-
ty." 

That may require anything from new birth 
certificates and grammar school records to 
arrangements to clear outstanding debts or 
provide glowing histories of past employ-
ment_ The documentation, Twomey and Lyda 
insist, is routinely handled; the most difficult 
aspect of dealing with the witnesses Is per-
suading them to completely sever old ties 
with family and friends. 

"And the children," Twomey added. "You 
have to almost make It a game with them In 
order to make them understand that talking 
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about the past — old schoolmates, for ex-
ample —  is forbidden." 

Another problem, but one the marshals re-
fused to discuss, Is protecting the unsuspect-
ing public from being swindled by a criminal 
who is moving in society with proper creden-
tials and a carefully manufactured clean 
record. 

"All I can say is that we don't tolerate 
more criminal activities," Twomey said, add-
ing that the marshals continue to monitor the 
witness once he is relocated. 

HOW THEY DO THAT is unclear. Twomey 
said at one point, however, that the marshals 
prefer to stay as far away from the witnesses 
as possible to avoid provoking suspicion. 
"They (the witnesses) maintain contact with 
us by code number . . . there's a certain um-
bilical cord they seem to feel," he said. "And, 
since they are forbidden to communicate 
directly with anyone who knew them in the 
past, they get in touch with us if they need 
something." 

The new identities, however, aren't always 
foolproof. One anonymous source cited the 
close call recently involving a witness who 
had been relocated overseas. A bill collector  

managed to find the individual. 
(Another example is Gerald Zelmanowitz, a 

relocated witness who is now suing the gov-
ernment for giving him en incomplete identi-
ty, which was unraveled by one of his new 
business associates.) 

WITNESSES WHO DEPART for their new 
lives leaving a trail of debts behind them also 
seem to be a problem. Twomey adamantly 
denied that the government either pays the 
debts, leaves the businessman holding the 
bag or pressures the businessman to forgive 
the debt. 

Dabs Alliman, an official with the marshal 
service In Washington, said, "The government 
will not assume responsibility for the debts, 
but will oversee arrangements made in meet-
ing a payment schedule." 

In instances of possessions such as cars or 
houses, Twomey said, the merchandise Is 
usually returned to the company financing it. 
"The witness obviously can't keep either one 
of those anyway," he said. 

NEXT: Informers for pay — or 
"patriotism" 


