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The Justice Department has gone 

outside the ranks of its career attor-
neys again to find' an experienced 
trial lawyer to lead the prosecutions 
of three former high-ranking FBI offi- 
cials accused of approving break-ins 
in search of fugitives from the 
Weather Underground. 

John W. Nields Jr., the chief lawyer 
in the recent House investigation of 
South Korean influence buying, was 
named to head the trial team in the 
cases against former acting FBI di-
rector L. Patrick Gray and, sepa-
rately, against two of Gray's top aides, 
W. Mark Felt and Edward S. Miller. 

' Nields takes the place of Barnet D. 
Skolnik, a former assistant U.S. attor-
ney in Baltimore who successfully 
prosecuted Vice President Spiro T. 
Agnew and Maryland Gov. Marvin 
Mandel. Skolnik entered private prac-
tice last month. 

Philip B. Heymann, head of the de-
partment's criminal division, said the 
selection of Nields was not a sign that 
the department has a shortage of ca-
pable criminal trial lawyers. 

"We need in these cases a unique 
combination of someone thoroughly 
familiar with national security proce-
dures as well as someone experienced and talented in criminal trials and le-
gal arguments," Heymann said. "John 
Nields has all these qualifications." 

The case against the three former 
FBI officials has been plagued by de-
lays arising from defense claims for 
intelligence secrets. The department 
recently agreed to try Gray separately 
and is expected to try to go ahead 
first with the case against Felt , and Miller. 

All three are accused of violating 
the civil rights of relatives and-
friends of members of the radical 
Weather Underground by authorizing 
break-ins of their homes by FBI 
agents in the early 1970s. 

Defense attorneys have claimed 
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that the break-ins were legal because 
the fugitives had ties to foreign gov-
ernments. They have been seeking na-
tional security documents to prove 
that point. 

Nields, 36, was an assistant U.S, at-
torney in the Southern District of 
Nciw York for five years, and then 
senior law clerk to Supreme Court 
Justice Byron A. White. 

For the past two years he was chief 
counsel to the House Committee on 
Standards of Official Conduct during 
its investigation of the Korean brib-
ery scandal. In that inquiry, Nields 
gained much experience in handling 
national security documents. 


