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An FBI agent who participated in 
secret break-ins at the residences of 
friends and relatives of members of 
the Weather Underground testified In 
federal court here yesterday that the 
searches were no help in either appre-
hending Weathermen fugitives or 
solving a series of bombings for which 
the radical group had claimed credit. 

The witness, James Vermeersch, 
was a member of Squad 47, a team of SS many as 50 FBI agents from the bu-
reau's New York office. They were as-
sembled in March 1970 to stop the 
bombings and to track down Weather-
men sought on federal arrest war-
rants. 

Vermeersch testified for the govern-
ment at the trial of two former idgh-
ranking FBI officials, W. Mark Felt 
and Edward S. Miller. Both are 
charged with conspiracy to violate the 
civil rights of the persons who were 
the targets of the break-ins, which 
were carried out in New York ond 
New Jersey in 1972 and 1973. The 
charges Is a felony that carries a pen. 
altY of 10 years in jail, a $10,000 fine 
or both. 

Vermeerseh, a lawyer who is now 
legal adviser to the bureau's St. Louis 
office, said that while he was a mem-
ber of Squad 47 he participated in 15 
to 20 "black bag jobs"—FBI language 
for surreptitious entries without a 
warrant. 

The bombing and the pursuit Of the 
Weathermen fugitives, he said, pres-
ented "a unique threat to the bureau. 
All we knew when the squad was 
Formed was that the bombs were ex-
ploding and no one knew who was re-
sponsible." As a result, Verineersch 
testified, Squad 47 focused on persons 
it believed were connected to Fugi-
tives but who were "in fact living as 
normal citizens above ground," 

The government contends that '-he 
entries, approved by Felt and Miller. 
were illegal because they targeted 
persons who had not been charged 

with any crime. Defense lawyers told 
the jury they will prove that Felt 
and Miller authorized the break-ins 
for national security reasons to stop 
terrorist activities by the Weather-
men, who they reasonably believed 
had significant connections with hos-
tile countries. The government says 
that even in that case, Felt and Miller 
did not have the authority that was 
needed from either the president or 
the attorney general to authorize the 
entries. 

Vermeersch. who participated in 
break-ins at four of the five resi-
dences listed In the Indictment against 
Felt and Miller, said that the agents 
were searching not only for clues as 
to the whereabouts of the fugitives, 
but also for leads to the people be-
hind the bombings. For example, 
Vermeersch testified, typewriting spe-
cimens found In the residences were 
examined to see if they matched type-
writing on notes in which the Weath-
ermen had claimed responsibility for 
the bombings. 

However, he testified, none of the 
information collected ever led to an 
arrest Its only value, he said, was 
to help the bureau "structuralize" the 
Weather Underground. 

Vermeersch told the jury that 
agents usually obtained apartment 
keys from landlords who were paid 
about $50 for their cooperation. Other-
wise, an agent who was trained to 
pick locks obtained entry, Verrneersch 
testified. inside, the agents hurriedly 
searched "just about everywhere" and 
then photographed documents with a 
camera concealed in an attache case. 


