
B
y T

. R
. R

eid 
W

ashlrutton P
eat S

taff W
itter 

T
h
e F

ed
eral B

u
reau

 o
f In

v
estig

a-
tion is em

broiled in a new
 controversy 

trig
g
ered

 b
y
 ch

arg
es th

at a p
aid

 b
u
-

reau
 in

fo
rm

er w
as resp

o
n
sib

le fo
r 

som
e of the bloodiest m

om
ents in the 

K
u
 K

lu
x
 K

lan
's w

ar ag
ain

st racial in
-

tegration in the 1960s. 
N

ew
s rep

o
rts th

is w
eek

 h
av

e p
o

r-
tray

ed
 G

ary
 T

h
o

m
as R

o
w

e Jr., th
e 

F
B

I's chief spy w
ithin the K

lan from
 

1960-66, as an agent provocateur w
ho 

personally shot civil rights dem
onstra- 

to
rs in

 A
lab

am
a an

d
 as a su

sp
ect in

 
the bom

bing of a black church in B
ir-

m
ingham

. 
O

n
e acco

u
n
t su

g
g
ested

 th
at It w

as 
R

o
w

e w
h
o
 fired

 th
e b

u
llet th

at k
illed

 
civil rights w

orker V
iola L

iuzzo after 
the freedom

 m
arch on S

elm
a, A

la., in 
1

9
6
5

. A
n

o
th

er said
 th

at R
o
w

e ad
m

it- 
ted

 to
 th

e F
B

I th
at h

e h
ad

 k
illed

 a 
b

lack
 m

an
 w

ith
 a g

u
n

sh
o

t in
 1

9
6

3
—

an
d

 w
as to

ld
 b

y
 th

e b
u

reau
 to

 k
eep

 
quiet about it. 

T
h
e F

B
I issu

ed
 a statem

en
t y

ester-
day saying its files contain no inform

a-
tio

n
 to

 su
b
sta

n
tia

te
 th

e
 re

c
e
n
t 

charges against R
ow

e. 
T

h
e b

u
reau

 said
 "R

o
w

e w
as co

n
-

stan
tly

 ad
v
ised

 b
y
 h

is case ag
en

t to
 

av
o

id
 v

io
len

ce an
d
 to

 co
n
tact th

e 
FB

I w
hen he thought violence m

ight 
o
ccu

r. T
h
e F

B
I h

as n
o
 in

fo
rm

atio
n
 

to
 in

d
icate th

at R
o
w

e w
as In

v
o
lv

ed
 

in
 th

e crim
es . . ." 

R
ow

e, w
ho left A

labam
a for a new

  

life u
n
d
er a n

ew
 n

am
e in

 C
alifo

rn
ia, 

c
o
u
ld

 n
o
t b

e
 fo

u
n
d
 to

 d
isc

u
ss th

e
 

charges yesetrday. H
e w

as not alw
ays 

reticen
t ab

o
u
t h

is p
ast, h

o
w

ev
er. In

 
1

9
7
6

, h
e p

u
b

lish
ed

 a b
o

o
k

 ab
o

u
t h

is 
life as an

 F
B

I u
n
d
erco

v
er m

an
, an

d
 

acq
u

ain
tan

ces say
 h

e h
as b

een
 try

in
g

 
to

 sell m
o
v
ie rig

h
ts to

 it. 
R

ow
e w

as 29, the unem
ployed father 

o
f fo

u
r, w

h
en

 th
e F

B
I recru

ited
 h

im
 

in
 1

9
6

0
 to

 in
filtrate th

e K
lan

 in
 B

ir-
m

ingham
. T

he bureau paid him
 sm

all 
su

m
s at first, b

u
t b

y
 1

9
6
5
, h

e later 
testified, he w

as receiving about $300 
a m

o
n

th
 to

 k
eep

 th
e F

B
I in

fo
rm

ed
 

ab
o
u
t K

lan
 m

em
b
ers an

d
 th

eir p
lan

s. 
R

o
w

e w
as o

n
 o

r n
ear th

b
 scen

e o
f 

so
m

e o
f th

e b
lo

o
d
iest co

n
fro

n
tatio

n
s 

o
f th

e civ
il rig

h
ts m

o
v
em

en
t in

 th
e 

S
outh. 
H

e w
as p

resen
t w

h
en

 w
h
ites b

eat 
F

reed
o
m

 R
id

ers In
 B

irm
in

g
h
am

 in
 

1
9
6
1
. H

e w
as rid

in
g
 in

 th
e car fro

m
 

w
hich L

iuzzo w
as shot on a road out-

side S
elm

a. A
n associate of his in the 

K
lan

, R
o

b
ert C

h
am

b
liss, w

as ed
n

-
v
icted

 last y
ear o

f th
e 1

9
6
3
 b

o
m

b
in

g
 

o
f B

irm
in

g
h

am
's 1

6
th

 S
treet B

ap
tist 

C
hurch that killed four black children. 
T

h
ere h

as alw
ay

s b
een

 sp
ecu

latio
n

 
about R

ow
e's personal involvem

ent in 
th

ese ev
en

ts. T
h
e q

u
estio

n
s aro

se 
anew

 last fall w
hen A

labam
a authori-

ties used lie-detector tests to see if he 
w

o
u

ld
 b

e a reliab
le w

itn
ess fo

r 
th

e 
C

ham
bliss prosecution. 

A
labam

a A
ttorney G

eneral W
illiam

 
B

axley, w
ho re-opened the investiga- 

tio
n

 o
f th

e ch
u

rch
 b

o
m

b
in

g
 in

 1
9

7
6

, 
said S

unday R
ow

e's testim
ony on the 

case w
as too unreliable to use. B

ut he 
said R

ow
e is not a suspect in the bom

b- 

ing. B
irm

in
g
h
am

 P
o
lice C

ap
t. Jack

 L
e-

G
ran

d
e, h

o
w

ev
er, said

 R
o
w

e is a 
"prim

e suspect" In the case. 
O

n
 S

u
n
d
ay

, in
 th

e article th
at b

e-
g
an

 th
e latest w

av
e o

f ch
arg

es ab
o
u
t 

R
ow

e, T
he N

ew
 Y

ork T
im

es reported 
that R

ow
e's lie-detector answ

ers w
ere 

"deceptive"—
suggesting, at least infer-

en
tially

, th
at R

o
w

e h
im

self m
ig

h
t 

h
av

e b
een

 in
v

o
lv

ed
 in

 p
lacin

g
 th

e 
bom

b. 
Y

esterd
ay

 th
e T

im
es an

d
 th

e B
ir-

m
ingham

 P
ost-H

erald both reported a 
new

 R
ow

e story: that he had adm
itted 

k
illin

g
 a b

lack
 m

an
 in

 B
irm

in
g
h
am

 
d
u
rin

g
 a b

lack
 p

ro
test d

em
o
n
stratio

n
 

in
 1

9
6
3
. T

h
e T

im
es rep

o
rt said

 th
at 

R
o

w
e said

 h
is su

p
erio

r In
th

e F
B

I In
-

stru
cted

 h
im

 n
o
t to

 tell an
y
o
n
e ab

o
u
t 

the killing. 
T

h
e sto

ry
 n

o
ted

 th
at In

v
estig

ato
rs 

have not found records to substantiate 
a sh

o
o
tin

g
 su

ch
 as th

e o
n
e R

o
w

e h
as 

rep
o
rted

ly
 co

n
fessed

 to
. T

h
e F

B
I, in

 
its statem

en
t y

esterd
ay

, also
 said

 
th

ere is n
o
 reco

rd
 th

at su
ch

 an
 in

ci-
dent occurred. 

In a third R
ow

e story, the A
B

C
-T

V
 

p
ro

g
ram

 "2
0
/2

0
" M

o
n
d
ay

 n
ig

h
t car-

ried
 a rep

o
rt in

 w
h

ich
 R

o
w

e w
as ac-

cused of killing L
iuzzo. 

"20/20" carried interview
s w

ith tw
o 

form
er A

labam
a klansm

en w
ho w

ere 
co

n
v
icted

 o
n
 fed

eral C
h
arg

es in
 th

e 

In
fo

rm
er G

ary
 T

h
o

m
as R

o
w

e Jr. at 
1975 S

enate h
earin

g on
 "FB

I policies. 

L
iuzzo case, largely on the basis of ev-

id
en

ce p
ro

v
id

ed
 b

y
 R

o
w

e. T
h
ey

 said
 

R
ow

e fired the fatal bullet. 
R

o
w

e, w
h

o
 also

 ap
p

eared
 o

n
 "2

0
/ 

20," repeated his version: that he w
as 

rid
in

g
 In

 th
e car w

ith
 th

e k
lan

sm
en

 
but did not fire a gun at L

iuzzo. 
A

B
C

 N
ew

s then arranged lie detec-
to

r tests fo
r all th

ree m
en

, acco
rd

in
g

 
to the "20/20" report. R

ow
e's answ

ers 
indicated deception, the netw

ork said. 
w

h
ile

 th
e
 a

c
c
u

sa
tio

n
s b

y
 th

e
 tw

o
 

klansm
en "apparently held up." 

C
ontributing to th

is report w
as Special 

C
orrespondent 

A
ndrew

 K
ilpatrick. 

A
2
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O
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