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2 Convicted FBI Officials 
Have Ample Appeal Fund 

FBI, From Al 

alone in his sentiments. For thou-
sands of retired and active bureau.  

men, Felt and Miller were the vic-
tims of persecution, not prosecu-
tion. They paid a price, many be-. 
lieved, for doing their duty and 
:were made to stand trial in a dif-
ferent era for the bad judgment of 
the past. 

A week ago, in a dramatic climax 
to a prosecution that began inside 
the Justice Department four years 
ago, U.S. District Court Chief 
Judge William B. Bryant sentenced 
Felt and Miller to pay a total of 
*$8,500 in fines for their conviction 
of conspiracy. 

A legal fund established by a so-
ciety of special FBI agents collect-
ed and spent 120 times that 
amount — $1,020,000 — for a legal• 
defense team that worked for the 
two men since their indictment in 
April 1978. 

Both men faced penalties of 10 
years in jail, $10,000 in fines or 
both on their conviction of conspir-
ing to authorize the break-ins - 
known in the bureau as black bag 
jobs — in a desperate search for 
clues to the whereabouts of fugitive• 
members of the radical Weather 
Underground in the early 1970s. 

The motivation behind the ex-
traordinarily successful effort to 
raise funds for their defense was 
simple, said retired agent J. Allison 
Conley, who worked closely with 
the defense teams. It was, Conley 
said, "There but for the grace of 
God go L" 

This week, both Felt and Miller 
formally notified the federal court 
that they will appeal their convic- 
tion, at an estimated cost of anoth-
er $100,000. But the bureau men 
who have been unfailing in their fi-
nancial and moral support are not 
discouraged, said retired agent 
James E. Fogarty, president of the 
Special Agents Legal Fund Inc. 

"We feel honor bound to pay this 
because it could well be us," said 
Fogarty, who spent only five years 
with the bureau in the 1940s, but 
remained active in the former 
agents society. "But, ma'm, don't 
talk about me. Talk ahout those 
poor guys who took a_ licking down 
there." 

Strangers telephoned Mark Felt's 
home in Alexandria after the sen-
tence was imposed and offered to 
pay his fine. One man from Minne-
sota more than once offered to 
serve out any jail sentence. 

While Felt, 67, said that he plans• 
to remain in retirement, Miller, 57, 
who once worked as a part-time 
magistrate in Fairfax City, is look-
ing for a job. 

Last week, both men received 
letters from the president of a 
'Kentucky-based food service com-
pany called Jerrico, which is look-
ing for a security director. In the 
letter, company president Warren 
W. Rosenthal said he would per-
sonally pay the $8,500 in fines if ei-
ther Felt or Miller joined his com-
pany, an offer both men turned 
down. Miller, however, plans to in-
terview for the job. 

Like so many others who rallied 
behind both defendants, Rosenthal 
protested in his letter, "It is my 
personal feeling that both [Felt and 
Miller] suffered unfairly at the ex-
pense of an overzealous judicial 
system." 

But the Justice Department, 
which brought the case against Felt 
and Miller after a painful internal 
investigation, has long contended 
that their trial and the jury's ver-
dict made it clear that government 
officials will not be permitted to 
overstep the legal protections guar-
anteed by the Constitution. 

Even before the jury reached its 
verdict, Miller's neighbors in Fair-
fax City organized a "We Love You 
Ed Miller" committee and gathered 
160 well-wishers into the Huddles-
ton Memorial Library at the corner 
of Main Street for punch, coffee-
cake and a show of support. 

"They said they didn't care if we 
were guilty or not guilty," said 
Miller's wife, Pat, who recalled how 
the library was decorated that day 
with red, white and blue streamers 
and tiny American flags. By the 
tinie the party was held, the ver-
dict was in. 

"It was awfully darn nice," Pat 
Miller said. 


