TBI Penalizing 4 in

\'1.’ By Charies R. Babcock

Washingzon Post Staff Writer

TFBI Director Willlam H. Webster announced
vesterday that two FBI supervisors will be
tired, another demoted and one suspended be-
vausze of their roles in illegal surveillance of
the radical Weather Underground in the early
13708,

Yo administrative action will be taken
azents invelved in the dreak-
senings, hecause hey
rom igher autheriies,

inE, ETeraArs and
were (odowliag srde
\Vensier said.

Sut he did censure two street agents who
entered persons’ homes without such approval
irom superiors, iie said.

Though Webster declined to identify those
disciplined, sources said one of the supervisors
facing dismissal is Horace Beckwith, who onee-
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headed the squad in New York City leading
the search for the radieal fugitives.

Beckwith is alleged to have approved break-
ins without approval irom headquarters and to
nave ignored instructions while authorizing
electronie surveillances and mail openings.

Beckwith's artorney, Brian P. Gettings, is-
sued 2 statement last night saving he hadn’t
jen [i¢ spetiiic sharges dut his inclination
was that “we will fight anything more than a
‘attar ¥ ransure tn the bitter end."
naf tae Jiher headguarters

X ol 1 sctivities and zave
investigziors answers “unwortiy of helief.”
Webster said.

Another supervisor — identified as Charles
Lunsiord, the assistant special aZent in charge
of the bureau's Washington field office—will
be demoted because he zave “evasive and in-

consistent” answers to investigators.
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‘Weatherman Case

The final supervisor was censured and sus-
pended for 30 days for installing a listening
device without specific approval. At the time,
the agent — Gerard Hogan. now 3pecial agent
in charge of the Milwaukee office, it was learn-
ed — was stationed in upstate New York.

Those facing discipline can appeal. None
ceuld he reached for comment.

Wehster's action vesterdar was svelled our
in a 21-page ietter to \ttorney Leneral Grif-
fin B. Bell and at a morning press conference.
The zirsetor a5 ~ld assocrates he considersd
the 3 : i he has {aced o s
ihor: tenpurs 2 id or the “BL

He said the morale of 1is 3 AW specual
agents was not ceonsidered in reaching s
decision not to punish most street agents. “If
I had been a judze ourtside the bureau. { would
have reached the same resuit,” he said.

The investigations of the break-in cases have
been especially difficult for the bureau rank-

and-file. Many nave said they feel the alleged-
Iy illegal surveillance of the Weather Under-
ground was warranted by the fugitives’ violent
hehavior

Former acung director L. Patrick Gray IIT
and two former top aides have been indicted
by a federa; grand jury for approving oreak-
ins of the homes of friends and relatives of
the Zroup. Trials are scheduled next month.
it the ums of tha indictments last \pril
hundreds of FBI agents coaducted a .silent

Farmster gid vesterdav <hat he

atioont

Oy 2USs Qeeswee "There was snormois !
‘o dentiivic: the Weather Underzround.” he
said,

The zroup took credit for a series of bomb-
ings. including ones at the Capitol and the

See FBI, A4, Col. 2
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Director Webster: “Lessons ., . . learned.”
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$ i - FBI From Al
{8 Pentagon. Several of its leaders went
" # underground in 1969 and pressure was
- intense on the FBI from the Nixon
‘#White House to apprebend the
* Ironieally, there is no evidence that
: of the allsgedly

{llegal surveil-
t::.dlnlnnirhndn

ts ever re-

»-'gmhdllu arrest. Webstar noted yes-
‘tarday that five suspectsd members

anpther twp or three
ude intarviews of
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Associnle Directur Jumes B, Adams
told The Washinglon Post last spring
that he expects to be questioned be-
eause he was in Lhe ¢haln of conumand
approving whut was forwarded to Con-
gress. Adanw sald he didn't know that
the information waus wrong.
In his letter to Bell, Webster eriti-
olged the Justice leparjment for
- promiging immunity lo FBI agents
who eooperated in Lhe earlier criminal
investiyation. Many of the agents
have since claimed that they were
told they were immune from adminls-
- trative sanctivns us well,
.. The conflict raives serious ques-
tions of fairness, Lhia director said, but
't.I‘I:g- did not hamwper his final decl-

Webster also criticized both Justice

\ g and his predecessovs in the FBI hier-

‘archy for “Inexplicuble failure” to

| provide legal guidance to fleld agents

after a 1872 Supreme Court declsion
| Jbanned warrantless wiretaps of do-
‘i mestic groups.

It wasn't untll 1976 thal formal

! guldelines for elecironic survelllance
* g were issued, he nuled. Since then no

agent has faced civil lability for
- #ach acts,
AU Phus It seems clenr lo me that to
discipline street ajculy at s late
«+ data for acts perforined under su

e

vislon and without nepded legal
guidance . . . would lack any thera-
peutic value either as g persuonal de-
terrent or us an example to others,”
Webster sald, “It would be counter-
productive and unfair.”

Attaching a copy of the guidelines

to prevent recurrences, Webster
added: “The Jessons have been
learned.”

In a reply to Webster {ssued later,
Bell sald he recognized the difficulty
the director faced because he had been

troubled himself by the criminal in- |

vestigation. “[ know tao the strain the

inquiry has put on the hueau as an in-

stitution,” Bell declared.. = - 7
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