
S.D. Area Is Swept 
For A ents' Killers 

l(rem Neon Diuntchea 

PINE RIDGE, S.D., June 27 
—The FBI brought in aircraft 
and an armored personnel car-
rier today to make a 
"systematic search" of the 
sprawling Pine Ridge Indian 
Reservation for suspects in 
what was described as an 
"ambush" slaying of two FBI 
agents. 

Authorities blocked the road 
leading to the ramshackle 
house where shooting inci-
dents Thursday left the two 
agents and one Indian dead. 
Some 100 to 150 federal agents 
were searching the wooded 
hills near the house. 

FBI spokesman Thomas Coll 
said the bureau brought in an 
armored personnel carrier, 
several National Guard jeeps, 
a helicopter and a light air-
plane to use in the search. 

The armored vehicle was 
considered necessary "to pro-
tect agents in case they get 
caught in gunfire," he said. No 
National Guardsmen were in- 

volved in the search, he 
added. 

Coll would not elaborate on 
what he meant by a systematic 
search of the reservation. 

In addition to searching the 
wooded area near the house, 
agents interviewed reservation 
residents in an effort to learn 
how many people had been in 
the house and who they were. 

One of the agents managed 
to get off a radio distress call 
before his death, and Bureau 
of Indian Affairs officers 
rushed to the house. But the 
estimated 20 to 30 persons in 
the house were able to flee, 
apparently through a ravine 
into the hills. No arrests were 
made. 

The reservation measures 3,-
150 square miles, mostly dusty 
prairie, and is bigger than the 
state of Delaware. Still, an 
FBI spokesman in Minneapo, 
lis vowed: "We'll do whatever 
we feel is necessary to find 

See FBI, A4, Col. 1 
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