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Date: 	December 

To: 	Mr. V. C. 

From: 	J. A. Biz() 

Subgect: MARTIN LUI H KING, JR. 

Reference is made to the attached memorandum DeLo n 11-0-1 dated 11/27/64 concerning DeLoach's interview with lrrrd't41 ""--4-17'rf-eelk 86-ar-'4"41141-11"4'-‘"Prek7rell • 

ql =7  /Stated to DeLoachithat be was faced with the d1,424cult problelL 01 taking steps to remove King from the national picture. Be indicates in his comments a lack of confidence that be, alone, could be successful. It is, therefore, suggested that consideration be given to the following course of action: 
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That DeLoach Z, 
offer to be helpful to'i 
the removal of King fro::%  

urther discussion with q'4, 	and in connection with the problem of :..ational scene; 

That DeLoach suggest that C= might desire to call a meeting of Negro leaders in tjr country which might include, for instance, 2 or 3 top leaders in the civil rights movement such as Janes Farmer and A. Philip aandolph; 2 or 3 top Negro judges such as Judge Parsons and Judge Hasty; 2 or 3 top reputable ministers such as Robert Johnson, 14oderator of the Washington City Presbytery; 2 or 3 other selected Negro officials from public life such as the Negro Attorney General from one of the New England states. These men could be called for the purpose of learning the facto as to the Bureau's performance in the fulfillment of its reeponsibilities under the Civil Rights statute, and this could well be done at such a meeting. In addition, the Bureau, on a highly .confidentia ef ruch n croup on the security -background of King 	1(iAterti: 	411:1 '06461  
“ I -11-1-tir-e-t-re-nrm-117t 

C. 
The inclusion of U.S. Government officials, such as Carl Roush or Ralph Eunche, is not suggested as they might feel a duty to advises the White House of such a contemplated meeting. It is .beliaved this would give us an opportunity to outline to a group of *influential Ves,ro leaders what our record in the enforcement of civil rights has been. It would also give them, on a confidential 
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.ter 	  
Nemo to Ur. Su livan 
RE: LLARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

basis, information concerning King which would convince the  
the danger of Xing to the over-all civil rights movement. 
is already well aware of this. This group should include 12.ucu 
leadership as would be capable of removing King from the scene 
if tbey, of their own volition, decided this was the thing to do 
after such a briefing. The group should include strong enough men 
to control a man like James Farmer and make him see the light -' 

his night have the effect of-increasing the stature of 
who is a -capable persot and is ambitious. 

There are refinements which, of course, could be adced 
to the above which is met forth in outline form for possible 
consideration. 

- 2 - 



D. R
osi.W

ilkisis of_K
A

A
C

P
m

eetelnith.D
_eL

oackto_di 8 ossi&
aliog 

about D
r. K

ing rbtovem
ber e 7,1994- 	

 

O
n

 N
ovem

b
er 24; 1964 . ; D

irecto
r H

o
o

v
er g

a
v

e a
 e - a

t L
o

y
o

la
 

U
n

iversity in
 C

h
icago in

 w
h

ich
 h

e referred
 to m

ore laxn
ess in

 civil 
righ

ts_grou
p

. O
n

 N
ovem

b
er 27, R

oy W
ilk

in
s, E

xecu
tive S

ecretary of 
N

A
A

C
P

, p
h

on
ed

 D
eL

oach
 an

d
 req

u
ested

 a m
eetin

g W
ilk

in
s told

 th
e 

C
om

m
ittee th

at h
e h

ad
 b

een
 d

istu
rb

ed
 b

y H
oover's L

oyola U
n

iversity 
sp

eech
 a few

 d
ays b

efore, an
d

.th
at h

e h
ad

 realized
 H

oover h
ad

 been 
referrin

g to D
r. K

in
g b

ec
a
u

se o
f ru

m
o
rs th

en
 circu

la
tin

g
 th

a
t th

e 
F

B
I h

ad
 d

evelop
ed

 "
d

erogatory"
 m

aterial ab
ou

t D
r. K

in
k

 W
ilk

in
s 

w
as sp

u
rred

 in
to m

eetin
g w

ith
 D

eL
oach

 b
y 'p

oin
ted

 In
q

u
iries from

 
several rep

orters ab
ou

t w
h

eth
er D

irector H
oover's rem

ark
s h

ad
 b

een
 

d
irected

 tow
ard

 D
r. K

in
g. W

ilk
in

s d
escrib

ed
 h

is m
otivation

 in
 re- 

;m
e
n

 
q

u
estin

g th
e m

eetin
g as "

p
rieectin

g th
e civil righ

ts m
ovem

en
t."

 H
e 

said
 th

at D
r. K

in
g d

id
 n

ot learn
 of h

is m
eetin

g w
ith

 D
eL

oach
 u

n
til 

over a w
eek after it had occurred."' 

D
eL

oach
 an

d
 W

ilk
in

s h
ave given

 th
e C

om
m

ittee d
ifferin

g accou
n

 
of w

h
at w

as said
 at th

eir m
eetin

g. D
eL

oach
's version

 is su
m

m
ari 

in
 a letter th

at h
e sen

t to P
resid

en
t Joh

n
son

 on
 N

ovem
b

er .10. le64: 
W

ilk
in

s said
 th

at . .. th
e ru

in
ation

 of K
in

g w
ou

ld
 sp

ell th
e 

d
ow

n
fall of th

e en
tire civil righ

ts m
ovem

en
t ... W

ilk
in

s in
d

i-
cated

 th
at [if allegation

s con
cern

in
g K

in
g's p

erson
al con

d
u

ct 
and supposed connections w

ith com
m

unists w
ere publicized], 

m
an

y of h
is N

egro associates w
ou

ld
 rise to h

is d
efen

se. H
e 

felt. how
ever, that ninny w

hite people w
ho believe in the civil 

righ
ts m

ovem
en

t an
d

 w
ith

 yearly con
trib

u
te from

 $.100 to 
$50.000 to this m

ovem
ent w

ould im
m

ediately cease their finan-
cial su

p
p

ort. T
h

is loss, cou
p

led
 w

ith
 th

e loss of faith
 in

 K
in

g 
b

y m
illion

s of A
m

erican
s. w

ou
ld

 h
alt an

y fu
rth

er p
rogress of 

th
e civil righ

ts m
ovem

en
t.'"

 
A

 m
em

oran
d

u
m

 b
y D

eL
oach

 w
ritten

 sh
ortly after th

e m
eetin

g states: Y
- 

I told
 h

im
 . . . th

at if K
in

g w
an

ted
 w

ar w
e certain

ly w
ou

ld
 

give it to him
. W

ilkins shook his head and stated there w
as no 

doubt in his m
ind as to w

hich side w
ould lose if the F

B
I really 

cam
e ou

t w
ith

 all its am
m

u
n

ition
 again

st K
in

g. I told
 h

im
 th

e 
am

m
unition w

as plentiful and that w
hile w

e w
ere not respon-

sib
le for th

e m
an

y ru
m

ors b
ein

g in
itiated

 again
st K

in
g, w

e 
h

ad
 h

eard
 of th

ese ru
m

ors an
d

 w
ere certain

ly in
 a p

osition
 to 

su
b

stan
tiate th

em
."

' 
D

eL
oach

's m
em

oran
d

u
m

 stated
 th

at th
e m

eetin
g h

ad
 con

clu
d

ed
 w

ith
 

W
ilk

in
s' p

rom
ise to "

tell K
in

g th
at h

e can
't w

in
 in

 a b
attle w

ith
 th

d
 

F
B

I an
d

 th
at th

e b
est th

in
g for him

 to d
o is to retire from

 p
u

b
lic life. 1e' 

W
ilk

in
s told

 th
e C

om
m

ittee th
at D

eL
oach

's d
escrip

tion
 of th

e ra
g
- 

in
g w

as "
self servin

g an
d

 filled
 w

ith
 in

accu
racies"

 an
d

 d
en

ied
 	

"1-1
±- 1  

L
each

's d
escrip

tion
 of h

is rem
ark

s as "
p

u
re in

v.en
tion

."
 "

a W
i 	

- 
stated

 th
at h

e h
ad

 exp
ressed

 h
is con

cern
 th

at accu
sation

s ab
ou

t 
K

in
g w

ou
ld

 crip
p

le th
e civil righ

ts m
ovem

en
t, n

otin
g th

at if ch
a 

"" staff sum
m

ary. T
iny W

ilkins interview
, 11/23/75, p

. 
"' L

etter. H
oover to V

resident, 
'• M

em
orandum

 from
 G

arth* 	
cut to Sohn M

ohr, 11/27/64, p. 
W

ilkins staff sum
m

ary. 11/23/76. p. 

. 	
_ 	

. 
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$rere-p
u

b
litly T

evied
igain

st:D
r.-K

in
gi  th

e b
lack

 com
m

u
n

ity w
ou

ld
 

sid
e w

ith
 D

r. K
in

g: an
d

 th
e w

h
ite com

m
u

n
ity w

ith
 D

irector H
oover. 

W
ilk

in
s said

 th
at h

e ad
vised

 D
eL

oach
 th

n
t th

e F
B

I sh
ou

ld
 n

ot over-
react to D

r. K
in

g's criticism
s an

d
 th

at h
e con

sid
ered

 D
r. K

in
g's criti-

cism
 of th

e F
B

I's failu
re to vigorou

sly en
force th

e civil righ
ts law

s to 
be totally ju

stified
. W

ilk
in

s told
. th

e C
om

m
ittee th

at alth
ou

gh
 h

e h
ad

 
considered the m

eeting a "success" at the tim
e, after rending D

eL
oach's 

M
em

orandum
 he realized that he hnd failed to convey the im

pression 
th

at h
e h

ad
 in

ten
d

ed
, sin

ce D
eL

oach
 h

ad
 clearly m

isin
terp

reted
 h

is 

W
h

en
 D

eL
oach

 w
as ask

ed
 b

y th
e C

om
m

ittee if th
e "

am
m

u
n

ition
"

 
h

e h
ad

 th
reaten

ed
 to u

se again
st 1)r. K

in
g w

as th
e tap

e record
in

gs, 
D

eL
oach replied, "I don't know

 w
hat I had in m

ind, frankly, it's been 
so lon

g ago, I can
't recall."

 "
 W

ilk
in

s d
id

 n
ot rem

em
b

er D
eL

oach
's 

use of the term
 "am

m
unition," but did recall that D

eL
oach frequently 

allu
d

ed
 ta "rtogatory in

form
ation

,' alth
ou

gh
 W

ilk
in

s w
as u

n
clear 

w
hether D

eL
oach

 w
as referrin

g to allegation
s ab

ou
t D

r. K
in

g's p
er-

sonal conduct or about C
om

m
unist infiltration of the scrza" 

T
h

e follow
in

g d
ay, an

 official of th
e D

om
estic In

telligen
ce D

ivision
p

rop
osed

 to W
illiam

 S
u

llivan
, h

ead
 of th

e D
ivision

. th
at several lead

- 
in

g m
em

b
ers of th

e B
lack

 com
m

u
n

ity sh
ou

ld
 b

e b
riefed

 ab
ou

t D
r. 

K
in

g b
y th

e F
B

I "
on

 a h
igh

ly con
fid

en
tial b

asis."
 It w

as p
rop

osed
 

th
at "

th
e u

se of a tap
e. su

ch
 as con

tem
p

lated
 in

 you
r m

em
oran

d
u

m
. 

togeth
er w

ith
 a tran

scrip
t for con

ven
ien

ce in
 follow

in
g th

e tap
e,"

 
should be used. 

"
T

h
e in

clu
sion

 of U
.S

. G
overn

m
en

t, officials, su
ch

 as C
arl 

R
ow

an
 or R

alp
h

 B
u

n
ch

, is n
ot su

ggested
 n

s th
ey m

igh
t feel 

a duty to advise the W
hite H

ouse of such contem
plated m

eet-
in

g. . . . T
h

is grou
p

 sh
ou

ld
 in

clu
d

e su
ch

 lead
ersh

ip
 as w

ou
ld

 
b

e cap
ab

le of rem
ovin

g K
in

g from
 th

e scen
e if th

ey. of th
eir 

ow
n

 volition
. d

ecid
ed

 th
is w

as th
e th

in
g to d

o after su
ch

 a 
briefing.'"'""" 

E. D
r. K

in
g an

d D
irector H

oover M
eet: D

ecem
ber 1, 064 

A
ccording to on

e of D
r. K

in
g's legal' cou

n
sels, H

arry W
ach

tel, sev-
eral p

rom
in

en
t civil righ

ts len
d

ers told
 D

r. K
in

g of th
eir con

cern
 th

at 
p

u
b

lic con
troversy w

ith
 D

irector H
oover w

ou
ld

 _h
u

rt th
e civil righ

ts 
m

ovem
ent, but prom

ised to support D
r. K

ing should such a confronta-
tion occur. W

achtel recalled that D
r. K

ing and his staff pondered "how
 

to defuse this and prevent it from
 lareornine; the principal focus of the 

qrliggle. H
oover versus K

ing." w
hich "could only' have lead to a divi- 

sion
 an

d
 th

u
s a d

ilu
tion

 of th
e grow

in
g stren

gth
 of th

e civil righ
ts 

m
ovem

ent." W
achtel testified : 	

. . 
E

verything pointed tow
ard the problem

 of how
 H

oover w
ould 

resp
on

d
 if D

r. K
ing said

 in
 effect. "

you
're a liar; p

rove you
r 

case. If you
 call m

e a liar, prove it." E
very law

yer w
orth

 h
is 

salt k
n

ow
s th

is is th
e b

egin
n

in
g of th

e A
lger H

iss typ
e of 

d
ilem

m
a. L

ib
el an

d
 slan

d
er litigation

 or p
u

b
lic d

eb
ate of 

W
ilk

in
s (staff su

m
rn

arD
o11/23/75 p

 2 ' 
C

artha fieL
oach testim

ony. 11/25/75. p. 173/,  
W

ilkins (stair sum
m

ary). 11a3/75. p. 2. 
(M

em
orandum

 from
 J. A

. B
ison to 	

C
. Snit Ivan, 12/1/04.) 



George, more on Hoover's 0 a C filea and tapeiag and bugging Weisberg 6/25/78 

Some years see I wrote that in order to underetand F3I records one requieed the 
special dictionary it uses. Since then I have learned that it is no only tee epeeial 
neeiirg it imparts to wordz — it also is what the FBI can omit because of the control 
it eaereisee over records. 

As soon as I read the 0 C records relating to the King electronic surveillances 
knew the file bad been arranged to bold Bobby eennedy responsible for what the FBI_ 

had done. (Please bear in nine that I was never a Ecb4 partisan.) 

I can't retrieve all the records I say have on this but I knew 
my current files. 

If you read the 0 C records you will find that while the E31 does not  
there was nothing Prior to the Bobby inquiry of Evans (saya Evans and the FBI) about= 
electronic: surveillance', on 16:ing only the west cautious and critical reeo'er would. avow_ 
suspect that the idea was not Bobby' a. In later reeorde the FBI arranges its quotes end 
refeeeecee to any that it was indeed all Bobby's idea. 

The two seta of Church Book Ill records are net User enough for you to pick up the 
citations but if you desire to do so you can fram :roue ova copy. 

It is explicit on p. 115 that there eaa an earlier "pespoear for this kind of 
spying lg. Bobby. A number of DJ pelple of that period have so testified, ieeleeine 
Guthman, now at tee Leaves. 

Throughout all of these eaess it elso is explicit that perciBdon to bug and tap was 
withdrawn, wee not approved in Ramsey Clark's last days, sad there ia no record of the 
approval of the Ka eon edeinistretiea, for ehich the 231 prepared iaelvance. The 0 & C 
records reflect son of this ereparatione Not any elercvel. 

Page 120 reporte the t'herch committee's finding tat it could find no record of any 
approval of that poriod. I knee of as ineuiry of :col Lindelaeaum, veo stated he had no 
knowledge of any approval. The FBI, which has the need for it, has rotas up with none. 

Nonetbelesa the fBI was etill taping Eing/SCLC phenee a year after Tame -me aillmd. 
It then sought to plant what I an satisfied is a distorted if not fabricated defeeation 
of Ars. King and Ralph Abernathy. (Again I am not their paetisame) I have it aver De 
leach's signature that they picked up the allegation that these two were seeking to 
coemereealeee thaaaaaasinatzLan by rears of wiretap. I an pretty' vas I care put this 
into ths record in C.A.75-1e96. In any event, I can give you a copy if you want it. The 
data is 1969, just deys before the fleet enniversary of that assasatmaU.an., 

This should read they picked up a conversation. Del. =de: the allegation, presenting 
it as =equivocal fact. Can't possibly be true. And he Baia nobody would be able to 
cenzect the atory to the fBI or prove it came from e. tee. 

Only devils loving scripture. So you have another reason why efficials. Gpecin14  
spooks. hate FOIA. 

I have some not in 
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h
erev
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le in
 o

rg
an

ized
 crim

e 
m

atters.'" 
T

h
e ju

stice D
ep

artm
en

t later su
m

m
arized

 th
is p

ractice in
 a b

rief to 
the S

uprem
e C

ourt : 
U

n
d
er D

ep
artm

en
tal p

ractice in
 effect fo

r a p
erio

d
 o

f y
ears 

p
rio

r to
 1

9
6

3
, an

d
 co

n
tin

u
in

g
 in

to
 1

9
6
5

, th
e D

irecto
r o

f th
e 

F
ed

eral B
u
reau

 o
f In

v
estig

atio
n
 w

as g
iv

en
 au

th
o
rity

 to
 ap

-
p
ro

v
e th

e in
stallatio

n
 o

f d
ev

ices su
ch

 as [m
icro

p
h
o
n
es] fo

r 
in

tellig
en

ce (b
u
t n

o
t ev

id
en

tiary
) p

u
rp

o
ses w

h
en

 req
u
ired

 
in

 th
e in

terest o
f in

tern
al secu

rity
 o

r n
atio

n
al safety

, in
clu

d
-

ing organized crim
e, kidnappings. or m

atters w
herein hum

an 
life m

ig
h

t b
e at stak

e.'" 
O

n M
arch 30. 1965, at the urging of A

ttorney G
eneral K

atzenbach, 
th

e F
B

I ad
o
p

ted
 a u

n
ifo

rm
 p

ro
ced

u
re fo

r su
b

m
ittin

g
 b

o
th

 w
iretap

s 
and m

icrophones to the A
ttorney G

eneral for his approval prior to in-
stallatio

n
. D

irecto
r H

o
o
v
er d

escrib
ed

 th
e n

ew
 p

ro
ced

u
res in

 a m
em

o
-

randum
 to the A

ttorney G
eneral : 

In
 lin

e w
ith

 y
o
u
r su

g
g
estio

n
 th

is m
o
rn

in
g
. I h

av
e alread

y
 

set u
p

 th
e p

ro
ced

u
re sim

ilar to
 req

u
estin

g
 o

f au
th

o
rity

 fo
r 

phone taps to be utilized in requesting authority for the place-
m

en
t o

f m
icro

p
h

o
n

es. In
 o

th
er w

o
rd

s. I sh
all fo

rw
ard

 to
 y

o
u

 
fro

m
 tim

e to
 tim

e req
u
ests fo

r au
th

o
rity

 to
 in

stall m
icro

-
phones w

here deem
ed im

perative for your consideration and 
ap

p
ro

v
al o

r d
isap

p
ro

v
al. F

u
rth

erm
o
re. I h

av
e in

stru
cted

 
th

at. w
h
ere y

o
n
 h

av
e ap

p
ro

v
ed

 eith
er a 

p
h
o
n
e tap

 o
r th

e 
in

stallatio
n

 o
f a m

icro
p

h
o

n
e. y

o
u

 w
ill b

e ad
v

ised
 w

h
en

 su
ch

 
isiliseontinned if in less than six m

onths and, if not diseont in-
lied

 in
 less titan

 six
 m

o
n

th
s. th

at a n
ew

 req
u

est b
e su

b
m

itted
 

by m
e to you for extension of the telephone tap or m

icrophone 
!rig

 allatio
n
."3  

( In
,• w

eek
 
later K

atzen
b
ach

 sen
t to

 th
e W

h
ite H

o
u
se n

 p
ro

p
o
sed

 
1'resi,ient rot directive to all F

ederal agencies on electronic surveillance. 
'I-h

i: d
ire, tiv

e. fo
rm

ally
 issu

ed
 b

y
 P

resid
en

t Jo
h
n
so

n
 o

n
 Ju

n
e 3

0
. 

1913:+
. t.rliade the nonconsensual interception of telephone com

m
unica-

tio
n
s b

y
 F

ed
eral p

erso
n
n
el. "ex

cep
t in

 co
n
n
ectio

n
 w

ith
 in

v
estig

atio
n
s 

M
att"' r., rite n

atin
n
al secu

rity
" an

d
 th

en
 o

n
ly

 after o
b
tain

in
g
 th

e 
al,p

ro
v

al o
f th

e A
tto

rn
ey

 G
en

eral. T
h

e d
irectiv

e w
as less 

,
u

1
.o

rn
in

g
 m

icrophone surveillance: 
it:Ilio

n
 o

f m
ech

an
ical o

r electro
n
ic d

ev
ices to
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b
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