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• 

Richard G. Held, newly 
.,a2pointed deputy head of 
Ire' FBI. acknowledged yes-
terday that he implemented 
a program of "dirty tricks" 
against political radicals in 
Minnesota, but said he was 

' 
 

not aware of its day-to-day 
activities." 

In a statement released 
Yesterday, Held said no 
"illegal acts were committed 
or advocated by special 
agents of the Minneapolis 
office," which he headed 
from 1962 to 1973. 

However, he said that "it 
was my responsibility to see 
that the work proceeded" in 
the bureau's domestic coun- 
terintelligence 	program, 
known as Cointelpro, to har-
ass and discredit alleged po• 
litical radicals during the 
1960s and early 19705. 

He added, "I was not in 
any decision-making posi-
tions when this program 
was instituted nor did I di-
rect it while the program 
was active." 

Held said he was releasing 
a statement on his involve-
ment In Cointelpro because  

of recent stories in the 
press. The Washington Post 
on Thursday reported that a 
Senate intelligence commit-
tee report listed five In-
stances between 1988 and 
1970 when the Minneapolis 
field office tried to discredit 
Cointelpro "targets," includ-
ing student protesters at the 
University of Minnesota. 

Sources said that FBI me-
mos cited in the report show 
that disruption campaigns 
were proposed by the Min-
neapolis office and approved 
by officials in Washington. 

An FBI spokesman said 
Held would not discuss the 
extent of his involvement in 
the specific actions men• 
tioned in the Senate report. 

"You're asking him to go 
back seven years and re-
member one or two of the 
4,000 cases he handled," the 
spokesman said. "That's not 
practical." 

The 	counterintliegenee 
program was carried out be-
tween 1956 and 1971 against 
such groups as the Commu-
nist Party, the Ku Klux 
Klan, black militants and 
antiwar protesters, 

According to the Senate 
report, "targets" at the Uri', 

_versify of Minnesota_ in-
cluded a woman leader of 
the campus 4fro,Armerican 
Action Cornreattes' and stu-
dents who carried signs with 
four letter words in a dem-
onstration against censor-
ship of the student newspa-
per. 

Among the tactics used 
against these targets, the re-
port said, were attempts to 
arrange for reporters to in-
terview them with planged 
questions and anonymous 
mailings to college adminis-
trators. 

"As the special agent in  

charge" of the Minneapolis 
office, Held stated, "I had 
the responsibility for all the 
activities that flow from 
that, office, good or 'bad. 
This responsibility could not 
he delegated, and I in no 
way wish to do this." 

Held noted that FBI Di-. 
rector Clarence M. Kelley in 
a speech on May 8 apolo-
gized for pest FBI wrong do-
ing, and said he shared the 
director's sentiments. 

Held's statement said 
Cointelpro "was instituted 
and directed from ' . . 
Washington" and that "it 
waa our responsibility in the 
Minneapolis office to imple-
ment this program." 

"While I was in charge of 
this office." he said, "we 
covered three states consist-
ing of 207 counties, with an 
approximate caseload of 4,- 
000 . . . I was aware of Coin-
telpro, but I was not aware 
of its day-to-day • activities. 
The same can be said for 
the above 4,000 cases." 


