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The stated purpose of the
fatal Black Panther raid by

Stpte's Atty, Edward V. Han-
rakian’s men here in 1969 was
to geize weapons.

And weapons were seized —
19i0f them, including a sawed-
off shotgun and a stolen police

* riat gun, along with about 1,300
rounds of ammunition.

The weapons were widely
puplicized right after the raid

id again 214 years later when
Hanraban and 13 other offi-
clals! were tried in a state
coirt .and officially cleared of
mgdoing in the raid deaths
of ' Panthers Fred Hn.mptnn
and Mark Clark.

BUT IT WASN'T known at
the: time of the trial that the
Black Panther Party member
whosé duty was to secure “an
operable weapon” for every
Papther in Chicago was a paid
informer-provocateur for the
FBI. 'His name was William
0'Neal.

A glimpse at how the FEI
uged O'Neal was offered
Wodnpsday when a Panther
lawyer, in his opening state-
ment &t the trial of‘a $47.7 mil-

, Hom federal damage suit, read

one sentence -fragment from a
memo purportedly sent by the
Chicago FBI office to J. Edgar
Hoover;

, ““Above furnished for infor-
mmcm of Bureau (FBI) and
an indication of the use of this
source (O'Neal) in harassing
and impelling the criminal ac-
tivities of the Black Panther

After reading the passage to
the six-member civil jury,
Panther lawyer James D.
Montgomery deliberately de-
fined the key word:

“Impelling -  causing to
happen.”

Montgomery charged that
the FBI provoked criminal ac-
tivities as part of a Hoover-or-
dered program to discredit,
misdirect .and neutralize the
Panthers — a program that in
Chicago may have culminated
in the fatal Dec. 4 raid. |

THE RAID, said Montgom-
ery, was the product of a con-
spiracy hatched by the FBI to
deprive 'Panthers of their con-
stitutional rights to life, legal
counsel, due process of law
and freedom from unreason-
able search and seizure.

Not once in his two-hour
opening statement, however,

did Montgamery use the word
“murder,” which Panthers so
often have shouted at Hanra
han,

civil rights lawyer told. the,
jury that one of the mlders.
Joseph Gorman, sprayed -the,
’s bed-
room with a 40-shot hm‘lt of
machinegun bullets. e
Then, according to Mpnt_»
gomery, Gorman asked fellow

the bullets. *“Jones told him,
"ﬂlﬂy'm comm‘; thmugh.' ”
Montgomery said.

But when this didn't kill
Hampton, Montgomery - con-
tended, one of the unknown
raiders stood over the 21-year-
old Panther leader's bed and
fired two shots into his brain.

“‘He's good and dead now,”

‘Montgomery accused that

raider as boasting to a com-
panion in a voice overheard by
one of the survivors. ;
Montgomery labeled the raid
“an intentional .effort to de-
stroy the Black Panther Party,
its leaders and its members."”

IN RESPONSE, one of Han-

‘rahan's defense lawyers, Jo-

seph Witkowski, told the jury

'BI used ‘informer to stir
anther trouble-- laf

t.hnt the cnnspiracsr charge is
“such an incredible allegation
' it's almost offensive to argue

| 'against t.”
Instead, the noted Chimgo'

“We will show there was ab-.
soluizly no conspiracy,” Wit~

| Kowski said, “There was co-op-
; | eration.””

| Ha said the Panthers had
mmepmenﬂty!orﬂo-
lence. The party’s newspaer,
 according to Witkowski, once

.informed members that no bail
raider George Jones to check |

mgoﬂatlsmmshotat
the arresting officer.

Wltkuwanmotnldthejnry
that Panthers referred to po-
lice as *“pigs” and quoted
Hampton a3 once having said:
*You kill one pig and you get a
little satisfaction; you kill all

the pigs and you get complete |

satisfaction.”

ANOTHER defense Jawyer,

Camillo F. Volini, added that
the Panthers were a Maoist
group that believed all politi-
cal power came from the bar-
r:lofa.gun.

*“They were not just a bunch
| of idealistic youngsters,” Vo-
lini said. ‘It was a street gang
composed of viclous individ-
uals.”




