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Hoover rated
Carmlchael as
‘black messm ’

By Rob Warden

I, Edgar Hoover wrote in a
1968 internal FBI memo just
made public that black mili-
tant Stokely Carmichael had
the “necessary charisma to be
a real threat” to the internal
security of the United States.
| The memo singled out Car-
michael as the most likely
“messiah” among black lead-
ers at the time to “unify and
electrify the black nationalist
movement” - — more likely
than the Rev. Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King Jr., Elijah Muham-
mad or H. Rap Brown.

Hoover said 'in the memo
dated March 4, 1968, that it |
was important for the FBI to |
try to prevent the rise of a
“messiah” who could put to-
gether a coalition of militant
black groups.

Such a coalition, Hoover |
wrote, “might be the first step 4
toward a real ‘Mau Maw’ in
America — the beginning of a
trué black revolution.”

PARTS OF THE six-page
memo, including the reference
to Carmichael, were admitted
as evidence here:Monday in
the trial of a $47.7 million dam-
age suit filed on behalf of sur-
vivors of a 1969 raid in which
Black Pantheérs Fred Hamp-
ton and Mark Clark were
killed.

Defendants in the case are
28 local officials and FBI
agents who allegedly conspired
to deprive Hampton and: Clark
of their civil rights, Former
State’s Atty. Edward V. Han-
rahan sdnd 13 other local offi-
cials who are defendants in
this case were tried and ac-
quitted in 1972 of criminal
charges stemming from the
raid.

At the time of the Hoover
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memo, Carmichael was a
member of the 2-year-old
Black Panther Party, but was
best known for his earlier lead-
ership role in the Student Non-
violent Co-ordinating Com-
mittee. Later, Carmichael
moved to Africa and dis-
avowed the Panthers as "dis-
hmeatnndvicimm

NMSDFutherleadms

“messiahs” weren't made pub- |
lic, but it was clear from the |

t:ﬁntﬂxtthn.tﬂngmdl?.lljah

Muhammad were 'among

' them, It was leamed from 4
‘other public records thit,:’

Brown was mentioned, L
Thememoalsom&dthngﬁ
unnamed leader, almost cer-::
tainly Malcolm X, might havel.:
been a “messiah’ had lnn&t"

beenslamthreeyurs bdore.'-

Hoaver's” 'miemo “orderﬂ'
vaﬂoua FBI 'field offic
around the cvuntry ‘to sub &
to him a “very succinct aunﬁ-
mary of the ‘black nai 41
movemment” in their areas thag=
might be targeted for owa“
terintelligence activity by ﬁe‘
F‘Bl

'meChJcagnﬂeldofﬁceszg-,
ply to that directive. was five,
single-spaced . pages long. “IE7
was. admitted in evidence a
the trial, but' everything ngt's

specifically refetring to the”

Panthers was blanked out. Afjd"

| since the Chicago - Panther-

chapter had not been formed
at the time, the-trial exhibip
eonsisuadpnmaruyot blank¥

m 3 l'pﬂr 1

. THE romou of the mphn
made public stated that
Chicago office “agrees -

the bureau completely '%E:

necessity of )
(counterintelligehce pmgmﬂj
to attempt to gombat the pow>
tential eﬂecﬂmen" of hlaciﬁ”
nationalist groups.

Such groups, according to the
Chicago office’s” reply datelf:

April 22, 1968, include "sau;gu*

of the most dangerous and vio=
lence-prone individuals in th'k"
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