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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
1 = DelLoach 1 - Shroder

Memorandum 1-rosen . 1 - Thompson i
. i = Malley 'g::g/
= Wick £/ %me
TO  : MR, TOLSON pate: 11/25/66 _ }/f Pl
_.l’; :;::'-L—-
frRom : Ce« D. DelOACH ) .,J Tela. Reom —
™ W Gnly__-.o
;Q‘&j o7 § // ,,"J"?. !
SURJECT:  WILLIS ALLISON CARTO Y s . v@ h.ix
PROPOSED DEROGATORY BOOK ON : ﬂ Nl 4ndl7 i
CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN —Zo 12N ) 47 3/ ‘4"
1

I talked with Chief Justice Warren of the Supreﬁe Court
at 4 p.m. on 11/23/66, in his office, concerning the captioned
matter. He was told that the Directg ad cayced medigte inter-

ren, had refused to identify the
parties that plan to write a

deroz book implicating the
Chief Justice in the death of J ,e

Chief Justice Warren was advised that discreet investiga-
tion by the FBI had determined that one Willis-A.-Carto,head of the
ultra-right—ex:trémist group koown as "Liber obby' was responsible
for approaching an author by the nane oOf SEEES : :
the book in question. Chief Justice Varren was
a $500 down payment and the contract was drawn up;
later chanced his did not write the book.

Chief Justice that plans to return the money to._Carto,
possibly in January, . . - -

The Chief Justice stated he was familiar with the name
of Carto and his organization "Liberty Lobby." He stated he was
_ pot surprised that this group was trying to slander him in some
manner. The Chief Justice expressed appreciation and asked that
‘I advise the Director that he was very grateful for the FBI handling
this matter.

While talking with the Chief Justice he brought up the
matter of the Warren Comnmission and stated that a former staff
member by the name of James Wesley Liebeler was planning to write

Sa book. The Chief Justice indicated that Liebeler was a "beatnik"
ltype of individual and had proved.to, be very unethical., Chief -
Justice advised that the book by-&&izsy“kgstein was written largely
because Liebeler had turned over his notes, taken during staff meet-
inzs of the VWarren Commission, to Epstein. The Chief Justice
indicated that Licbeler made a record each time he had disagreed
with the other members of the staff and that the notes, based upon
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desired that he issue 3 statement but he, as Chief
not fgel he shoulgq do

S50. I made no furth
ACTION:
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The Foening Star - The Sunday Star O

Washington, D. C. 20003
Lincoln 3-5000

November 21, 1966

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover

Director )
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D.C. 20535

Dear Mr. Hoover:

I have noted with considerable concern the recent rash
of books, articles and statements which are creating confusion
and doubts about the validity of the findings of the Warren
Commission regarding the assassination of President Kennedy.
Much of the criticism has been directed at the conduct of the
Commission's inquiry. Certain conclusions reached by the

Commission have been questioned and new theories advanced as
to what actually happened.

These critics have used various interpretations of
evidence collected by the Commission and alleged conflicts in
information reported to the Commission to support their theories.
One of the "conflicts"” concerns the alleged variance of the
results of the medical examination of the President's body,
recorded in FBI reports dated December 9, 1963, and January 13,
1964, and the official autopsy report. ‘

I realize you have not taken issue with any of the
people who have questioned the Warren Commission inquiry and
the conclusions resulting from it. I realize also you must
restrict your remarks to matters relating solely to the FBI's
role in the investigation. I believe, however, that a statement
from you at this time regarding the alleged conflict between
information reported by the FBI and the autopsy will greatly

help in clearing up the confusion and setting the record straight.

Naturally, I would want permission to publish your
statement. ,

Sincerely yours,

7~ Sidney p/séein
city Editor
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FROM : R, E. Wick ' ot Roca — ,
Wi
SUBJECT: ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT KENNEDY
. 11-22-¢3

« This proposeq statement
i is enclosed, a Ong with a letter which Epstein hag agreed to formally Prepare,
{ and a response to Epstein'g letter enclosing
i the statement, :

Commission, and former White House
reported in today'g (11-22-66) jssye of "THa"
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Mr. Sidney Epstetn _ o tﬁ,’:m R

City Edtor - 1-Mr. Wick

225 Vieias Avenue, Southeast g

Washington, D. C. 30003 (1-Mr. Sullivaa

Dear Lz, Epstetn; .
tumhuam.thmmmmmhm |

] letter of November 18 19€€, regarding the recent Ppublication of
; various eriticisms of {Iu .llm.ﬂncl of the Warren Commission,

\l’huethoeru!uhumry rlghtbttuothc!rrkn,
they should show more nsudtortholldsoarmrd. They bhave
ignored certain facts, misinterpreted b lndln:pruudpuu -
Speculation as truth, htb.hopothatlmhelpehulplomd
the confusion which bag resulted, Iam eaclosing & statewent which

Enclosure

Fﬁ;‘h _NOTE: gee memo Rosen to DeLoach captioned "Assassination

of President John F erald Kenn 22/63"
dated 11/15/68, ms:eu:g. " Wy
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] Consideranle criticism hag arigen about the ﬂnd!ngu of the ¥

there was no polat of exit for the bullet whtcn entered the President

by an qamlnlngphy-ichnbt_hlﬂ_-'ﬂ&““:f S
's back, -
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On Jmuy 18, mu a mpplomonhl raport was nbmithd b o .

S E e
) “

the Commisaton which fneluded the results of our Lﬂ:ol'ﬂoq e, __'__;- |
lxamlnubnotthcclotungwrnbythl’nndm ttthoﬂmod_hf.l’h i
Assassination. This Laboratory Inmlnw.on d!-chnd there was a <k '. ',
| -mlllhohln!hehnkoﬂhomudant'aeoﬂmdlhutmd!htmlmto v
traces of copper were found on fabrie Surrounding this hole, The |
Laboratory examination further duclom that there was a slit near
the collar button of the President's ghirt ‘which had ths chanctorutlcl '
of an exit hole for & projectile; nhothu there was & nick on the left
side of the tie knot which possibly was cnuud by the same pm}ectuo
ultpnsedthxwghthelhut. T Bey R “e. B .
Inrtcwofth.llﬂnd!ng ltwu lmmed.{ateb recognized that » .

conflict adntodbetwaentho ruu!tloﬂha cnmlnauondthnelotuq
when compared with the oral oburnﬂonl of the Gnmining pbydelm -

. as furnished to our Agents on the night of November 23, I3, In order '

to clearly point up thu inconsistency thn f.ollowms ltntemeut ) |

" toolued i 56iton o the findings of our FEI Laboratory: "mdtcu .

a:amlnauon of the Prealdent'l bocxy had mealud that the bullet whlch

1 o entered his bnck had penetrated to a distance ot leas than a nngor hngth. "

| The basis for the statements set out in our December 9, 1063,

and January 13, 1064, reports concerning the bullet which entered the

President's back, was obtalned from a detafled report prepared and

a3
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submitted by our Agents following the oral comments of an examining

phwllchnonth.nigudmnmbern 196! 'nnlllatdlodnportll R
..:-" -_.‘:'.’ T-'..=$_'_:-'_": .
cunemyuvnhhummmtmmucuvu. ,.‘,\f(_ xS \"4, oo

In puhluh.lw its tindinzl, tlu ernn Commum rlprodl.eod N L

the official mutopsy report. This report shows that the mluﬂo which '. -
entersd the President’s back "made its axit through the mmr m-tm G
of the neck™ and "so far as can be ascertained this missile lmekmbony
structures in its path through the body. " ’nn original thoory of lxunlnlu
phyllcll.ns that the bullet did not exit from the Prtlldout'lthmd and the -
subsequent developments which led to their conclusion that the bullet did
bave a point of exit are let!ozthn.ndm explained in the Commission's
report. For example, at pages B8 and 89, it is stated "in the earlier .
stages of the sutopay™ the doctors at Bethesda Naval Hospital porfomln‘ .
the autopsy "did not knowthn.ttherchndbnnlhluct hoh!nthntroﬂd
the President's neck when he arrived at Parkland Hospital on a ltretuhir.
The physicians at Parkland Eospital, Dallas, Texas, had utilized this

bullet hole as a polnt of incision for an emergency opornﬂon per!ormod -
on the President, . Sp.., T Ted 0D o

_ _ In uddttion to the -bovo, ¢ wou!d ll.lG uke to comment concorning
other statements which have been made concern.lng the FBI'- purtlclpnﬂon

in the investigation of the rssassination, Specifically, I would like to

e s A i i



emphatically state al] information obtained during the investigation was l
accurately and fully reported and thereatter furnished to the Commtssion ‘
and muthorized Gonrmnont eﬂlc.lah. & 1 -:“. o B f“-'{.;\-'_ ) ,, :

You mqboummthd mlnrruugnuonvueond:ctodha
meticulously unbiased manner. The objoctlvlty of our lnnst!satton ll
aitested to byththwunchdplgno!npom lubm!ttodtolh
Commission and the approximately 25,000 tuterviews whichwe - .
conducted. - - ST, Y, o g
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' November 16, 1968 .~ -

l-ul'. DOIM ". ;
< l'm- ROIGI _. _~:..-' 5
' ; e 1-Mr, Malley .. = =
¥Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 1-Xr, Shroder -
Director ' - 1-Mr. Raupach
Federal Bureau of Investigation = 1-Mr, Wick
¥ ashington, D. C. | 1-Mr, Mohr
o 1-Mr. Coarad
_ Dear Mr, Hoover: @Mr Salfivax

1 have loted with considerable eoncm the rocem ruh
ot books, articles and statements which are ernung confusion mll
doubts about the validity of the findings of the Warrea Commission
regarding the mu:luﬂan d Presideat Ken.uﬁ: Much of the
eriticism has beea directed at the conduct of the Commhalon'l i.nqul.ry
Certaln conclusions reached by the thslou hau been quatloned
and new theories advanced as to 'hl.t actually happened.

These critics have wsed various Interpretaﬂonl of
evidence collected by the Commualon and alleged conmm ln Inlormaﬂon
re-ported to thc Commission to support the!r theorlel. _ One of the
"conﬂictl" concerns the alleged varlmcc of the munQ of thc med.lcal
examination of the President’s bocb, recprded in FEI r_eportn dated
December 9, 1963, and January 13, 1964, and the officlal autopsy report.

A



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover

'

| I realts yunhannntukmuuoutluvd&o
' peoph vhohn qnutlorud the Warrea COmmhainuhqurynd ‘
thceoncluuomnnnlngtromu. Irnlinaboyum-tndﬂd_'

your remarks to matters relating solely to the Ful's role h thae
investigation, I beHeve, however, that a statement from you at
this time regarding the alleged conflict betweea tnformation . .

‘Teported by the FEI and the autopsy will greatly help in clearing

up the confusion and setting the reéord straight,
Naturally, I would wast permission to publish your
staten:ent,

Sincerely yours,

s o]
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Memorandum dE—
Felt
To  .Mr, Deloach pate: November 15, 1966 Eﬁ}-:—t,
. 1- Mr. Deloach o — ¢
. . 1 = Mr. Rosen Tele. Room %
FRoM :A. Rosen 1 - Mr. Malley g:::'_E
1 - Mr. Shroder
suBJECT: ASSASSINA TION OF PRESIDENT 1- Mr. Raupach 1- Mr. Trotter
: JOHN FITZGERALD KENNEDY 1- Mr. Wick 1 - Mr. Cenrad

NOVEMBER 22, 1963 -1 - Mr. Sullivan 1-J. P, Mohr

In compliance with the Director's instructions, we have considered
criticisms of the FBI, which were set forth in my memoranda of 11/9 and 12/ 66,
(attached) and a proposed draft of statement which can be made by the Director
in connection with these criticisms is attached, : ‘

S —i“QWMme' &

My memorandum of 11/9/66, reviewed the advance script of the television
program broadcast on 11/12/ 66, during which a number of false accusations
were made concerning the Bureau's investigation of the assassination. This
TV program was monitored and there were no substantial deviations from the
original script. It will be recalled that during this program the following false

ruined film and a camera belonging to an individual who took movies of the .
| assassination (this is commonly referred to as the "Nix" film); that the report
; of the Agents who attended the autopsy examination was imprecise and incomplete
| and that the FBI made a "whopper" of a mistake when it summarized the
! autopsy findings; that FBI Agents followed Mark Lane all over the country;
! and that there is a discrepancy between the results of our interview with Oswald
as compared to the report prepared by Secret Service.

In addition to the above, several authors who are professed critics of
the Warren Report have made the following false allegations against the FBI:

the Warren Commission. In addition, Sauvage states the FBI conducted its
investigation with the pPreconceived idea that no conspiracy existed and that
Oswald acted alone. (We confidentially obtained an advance copy of Sauvage's
book from Jerry O'Leary, reporter for the "Evening Star, " which had to be
returned to him. This book is not yet available to the public in the Washington,
D. C. bookstores. ) ' ” o
Enclosures l ! ! /
* RIS:eem ]
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Memorandum to Mr. DeLoach ' s .
Re: ASSASSINATION - -t

Mark Lane, in public statements, alleged the FBI removed four frames
from another movie film taken by a bystander on the Presidential assassination
route. (Actually, this film was mutilated by "Life" magazine, which had
purchased the original film from its owner, Zapruder.,) ‘

It is also noted that the Warren Commission, when submitting its report,
criticized the FBI for “insufficient liaison and coordination of information
between Secret Service and other Federal agencies, " and that the "FBI took
an unduly restrictive view of its role in preventive intelligence work prior to
the assassination" of President Kennedy. The repudiation by the Director of
these statements is mentioned later in this memorandum.

OBSERVATIONS AND RECOMMENDA TIONS:

The majority of criticism, by far, relating to the assassination has been
leveled at the Warren Commission and not the FBI or other Federal or local
agencies. This criticism, while varied, essentially endeavors to show that
the Commission disregarded any possibility that a conspiracy existed in the
President's assassination and that Oswald did not act alone. No evidence has'
been developed implicating anyone other than Oswald in the assassination.

] The so-called critics have taken facts out of context and have distorted and
falsified data in order to support their nebulous theories.

!

3
x
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With reference to the Warren Commission's statement concerning our
liaison with Secret Service and our role in preventive intelligence work prior to
the assassination, it is noted that the Director publicly commented on this in a
briefing session held for a group of newswomen on 11/18/64. - ‘

In considering the specific allegations against the Bureau, the one which
has been referred to most frequently by critics, as well as columnists, is the .
alleged conflict between the official autopsy report as compared with the oral
comments of the examining physician as furnished to our Agents on 11/22/63,
and which was used as the basis for the statements set forth in our 12/9/63 and
1/13/64 reports submitted to the Commission. .

In this connection, in considering any statement to be made by the
Director, reference should definitely be made to the so-called conflict batween °

, | the autopsy reports. With respect to the other allegations against the Bureau

as set forth above, it is felt that a general statement would be preferable,

; Y
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Memorandum to Mr. Deloach ‘ ' -3
Re: ASSASSINATION

without identifying the sources of the allegations, attesting to the Bureau's
accuracy and completeness in handling all aspects of its investigation, With
the exception of the Zapruder film frequently mentioned.

Since the Director has already publicly commented on the criticisms in -
the Warren Report, it is not believed that this matter should be brought up
again. “a )

It should be recognized that any statement made at this time clarifying
the FBI's role in the investigation of the assassination could lead to future
requests for additional statements; however, it is felt that each such request
will have to be analyzed and appropriate action taken, based on the circumstances
at that time.

It also should be recognized that inasmuch as the majority of criticism
has been directed against the Warren Commission and its conclusions, we should
be most careful in any public comment which the Director might make at this
time, as such could have the tendency to focus the attention of the critics
toward attacking the FBL Obviously, any attack upon the FBI is synonomous
with a persondl attack upon the Director. We should be most careful to recognize
this possibility. We should not allow the FBI to be used to divert the attention
of the critics from the Warren Commission report and the responsibilities of
that Commission. We should seek every avenue to preclude these critics from
regurgitating their misstatements, false conclusions and theories to the extent
of involving the FBI rather than the Warren Commission. I would, therefore,
be most reluctant to go beyond the recommendations set forth hereinafter.

1: That consideration be given to approving the attached statement over
the Director's name, which is limited to a concise review of the facts regarding
our reporting of the autopsy examination and a general statement as to the over-
all conduct of the investigation as handled by the FBL '

2: If this statement is to be released, it is suggested it be given to
Sidney Epstein, City Editor of the "Evening Star." It will be recalled that Epstein
\‘lsta\‘.ed he would welcome the opportunity to set the record straight and he will sign
a proposed letter to the Bureau requesting such a statement if we so desire.

s - 3. (;})&TH\AHTED - OVER
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Memorandum to Mr. Deloach

Re: ASSASSINATION . e

Accordingly, the proposed letter from Epstein requesting this statement
is also attached for approval,

3: H the Director approves the issuance of the attached statement,
it is recommended we first clear it with the Department

s

MYV

\'

ADDENDUM:

Subsequent to the preparation of the proposed statement, "Esquire"
magazine, December issue, was published, which contains a series of articles
on the assassination and the Warren Commission report. One of the articles
sets forth a compilation of various theories as advocated by numerous persons.
One such theory is that there were two assassins involved. One article sets .
forth "The conspiracy theories are proliferating at an alarming rate . . . doubts

about the authenticity of the autopsy report are at the root of all the two assassin. )

theories. The assumption, either explicit or implicit, that the autopsy report
was changed, makes tenable the theories that hold that a shot came from in
front of the President's car." .

This article also points out that, according to Treasury Department
records the Secret Service sent the autopsy report to the FBI on 12/23/63.
We received a copy of this report as indicated.

R R4
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Memorandum to Mr. Del.oach ' ' i |
Re: ASSASSINATION

-y,

Since it is now public knowledge we had a copy of the autopsy report '

prior to the preparation of our 1/13/64 supplemental report sent to the JFom
Commission, it is believed necessary we should mention the receipt of this

report in our statement. You will recall we did not report the official results .

of the autopsy examination since we had only received a copy, and the President's |

family had requested this be kept confidential. : :

With regard to the comments that the Bureau has damaged the film
of Abraham Zapruder, this is a completely false statement. The Zapruder
film was purchased by a national publication and the FBI received a copy. The
FBI did not at any time,have the original film in its possession. This will be

commented upon in our statement. _
© o T AeTes 8
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UNITED STATES GO \rz.RNMENT

Memorandum

:Mr. Deloach

EICST

Rosen

:ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT
JOHN FITZGERALD KENNEDY
DALLAS, TEXAS

NOVEMBER 22, 1963

There are attached hereto the material which we have
been able to compile in accordance with the Director's comments this
morning covering several points concerning the above-entitled matter.

These comments briefly pertain to the following items

which were referred to:

1. Set forth is the proposed letter which was prepared
several weeks ago to be used in answering criticism relative to our
reporting of the results of the autopsy examination. A copy of this
proposed letter is attached. In addition, background material is also
- attached covering the conference with Justice Fortas containing comments

of the Director. Se¢ T"ﬂ

¥
pAaTE: November-I3, 1966

1- Mr. Deloach
" 1- Mr. Rosen
1- Mr. Malley
1 - Mr. Shroder
1 - Mr. Raupach
1- Mr. Wick’
1- Mr. Conrad
1- Mr. Sullivan

Tav
Trotter
Tele. Reom
Holmes
Gandy |

2. There is set forth the type of criticism of the FBI by
various authors, which criticism is primarily leveled at.the FBI's report

concerning the medical findings pertaining to the autopsy examination.

In

addition, we have set forth the comments of the Warren Commission as

contained in its report concerning the FBL

see 9 4

3. We have set forth the Director's statements concerning

‘the State Department's action in the Oswald case: a. before the Warren

Commission; b. before the Appropriations Subcommittee. s« € (29 b

4. The Warren Commission was formed on November 29,
1963, and our first report was subm1tted to the Warren Commission on_
December 9, 1963. The report was made available to the President the

same date

investigations.

The Warren Commission did include some comments verbatim, o
some excerpts and in some instances, paraphrased the results of FBI
Our basic investigation was substantially completed by

0 " November 26, 1963. Thereafter, to further verify the information developed,
\\.\’".\3 )r’- we conducted thousands of interviews and numerous Laboratory examinations

\\\"’

i l.l.-

Warren Commission.
Fnelaenrea

=" 4+ we made. We also conducted specific investigation at the request of the
SYC 497
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Memorandum to Mr. DeLoach o , .-s-
RE: ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT :
JOHN FITZGERALD KENNEDY

5. We sct forth the fact that the Bureau did conduct .
approximately 25, 000 interviews and that the Warren Commission makes
mention of this fact in its forward. We also set forth the exact number
of interviews made by the Warren Commission. ~te. 29 g

ACTION:

This is submitted for your information and attached are
details in connection with the above matters.
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1) PROPOSED LETTER TO SIDNEY EPSTEIN, CITY EDITOR,
EVENING STAR:

Reference is made to the proposed letter prepared several
weeks ago to be used in answering criticism relative to our efforts in the
assassination, This letter was prepared to answer the alleged conflict
between information set forth in our 12/9/63 and 1/13/64 reports and the
official autopsy report submitted to the Commission. Briefly, our two
reports accurately set forth information furnished to our Agents at the
autopsy examination which indicated the bullet entering the President's
back did exit the front, Our Laboratory subsequently examined the
President's clothing and referred to a slit in the front near the collar
button of the President's shirt which had the characteristics of an exit hole
for a projectile, The examination also determined there was a nick on the
left side of the tie knot of the President's tie, which was possibly caused by the
same projectile as it passed through the shirt, Prior to submitting our report
of 1/13/64, we had received a copy of the official autopsy report which
expressed the finding that a bullet did exit the President's throat, In view
of the expressed desire of the President's family to keep the autopsy report
confidential, no reference to the autopsy report was made in our reports,
However, in order to point up the possibility that the information furnished
by the examining physicians as reflected in our reports of 12/9/63 and
1/13/64 might be in conflict with the examinations conducted by the
Laboratory indicating that the bullet did actually exit at the throat of the
President, we set forth the Laboratory findings which indicated such a
possibility existed, We knew at that time the Secret Service had on
12/23/63 furnished the autopsy report to the Warren Commission which
indicated that a bullet had exited the President's throat.

There is attached for ready reference the proposed letter to

_ Sidney Epstein, City Editor, Evening Star (tab 1 ) to which is attached

full details concerning this matter, There is also attached a memorandum

to Mr, Tolson from Mr, DeLoach (tab:®) dated October 19, 1966, referring

to this material for the Evening Star; memos re DeLoach's interview with
Justice Fortas dated October 7, 1966 (tab (. ) and October 10, 1966 (tabD ), - '
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2) CRITICISMS OF THE FRI:

The majority of authors who are critical of the FEI refer to
the alleged conflict between the results of the official autopsy examination
and the information furnished by our Agents who attended the physical
examination of the President's body as set out in our 12/9/63 and 1/13/64
reports, This matter is fully commented upon in item 1 above,

In addition, it is to be noted that the general tenor of the
various critics is their unsubstantiated belief that a conspiracy existed
and that Oswald did not act alone, They have not come forward with any .
new facts, but have attempted to prove their various theoriesby distortions,
false premises, misrepresentations, and taking partial comments from the
Warren Commission out of context., For example, Mark Lane, in his -
book, falsely alleges that the FBI destroyed or mutilated film taken by

bystanders on the assassination route, It can be emphatically stated thai: the
Bureau did not mutilate nor destroy any film,

Another general type of criticism has been the allegation that
the FBI had a preconceived opinion that Oswald acted alone, Of course,
this is also unsupported by any facts and an examination of the extensive
reports and material which we have submitted to the Warren Commission
which are now in the hands of the National Archives obviously refutes such -
an opinion,

Another type of criticism is made by Leo Sauvage, who in his
book, alleges the FBI released results of its investigation to news media
prior to submission of our report to the Warren Commission, This, of
course, is obviously unture, ’

Although the above generally covers the type of criticism of the .
FBI, we did wish to point out the comments of the Warren Commission in its
report and they are set forth herein,

The Warren Commission, in its report, stated "there was
insufficient liaison and coordination of information between the Secret Service *
and other Federal agencies" including the FBI and that ""the FBI took an
unduly restrictive view of its role in preventive intelligence work, prior to the
assassination” of President Kennedy, In this regard the following is set forth,

-4 -




It is noted that on November 18, 1964, the Director held a
background briefing session for a group of newswomen and during this
session, the Director was asked if he would comment on the Warren
Report. The Director said the report was not fair as far as the FBI
was concerned; that the Commission did not release the full testimony
of witnesses; that we could not arrest every crack pot without creating a
police state, The Director stated the Warren Commission had completely
distorted the FBi's investigation of Oswald; that Oswald had not given
any indication of being.a violent type of individual--nor did his actions show
he was a threat to the President, Full details of this criticism set forth
in attached memorandum M, A, Jones to Mr, Wick dated 10/18/66 (tab E),
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3) . THE DIRECTOR'S STATEMENTS ABOUT THE STATE A
DEPARTMENT'S ACTION IN THE OSWALD CASE: = |

a. In testifying before the Warren Commission, the Director's
testimony is set forth in Volume V of the Hearings Before the President's
Commission on page 11l. It reads as follows:

"Well, I have g'one into that very thoroughly Because that
was obviously one oi the questtons that I had in my mind when the tragedy
occurred in Dallas,

" In going back over the record, and I have read each one of
the reports dealing with that and the reports of Mr. Hosty who had dealt
- with the Oswald situation largely in Dallas, we had the matter that I have
previously referred to, the report of the State Department that indicated
this man was a thoroughly safe risk, he had changed his views, he was a
loyal man now and had seen the light of day, so to speak.-

"How intensive or how extensive that interview in Moscow -

R was, Idon't know, But, nevertheless, it was in a State Department

7 document that was furnished to us, "

Gix

;ﬁ b. The Director, when testifying before the Appropriations
Subcommittee on March 4, 1965} the Director handed to the Chairman,

i Mr, Rooney, a statement which dealt with the report of the State

L;L Department which indicated Lee Harvey Oswald was a "thoroughly safe

risk. " There is attached page 24 which sets forth the Director's
comments, (See tab’ ),
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4) .. FBIINVESTIGATION INTO THE ASSASSINATION i

a. The FBI commenced its investigation on
November 22, 1963, the date the President was assassinated. The
basic mvestigation showing how the assassination occurred was -
substantially completed by November 26, 1963. Following this date,
thousands of interviews were conducted and a great deal of material
examined by the Laboratory to further verify the information
developed up to November 26, 1966. . In addition to investigation
conducted by the Bureau on its own, a large amount of investigation
was conducted at the specific request of the Warren Commission.

b. The President's Commission was formed by
Executive Order 11130, dated November 29, 1963. Its first meeting was
"held on December 5, 1963 Our first report consisting of five volumes
was submitted to the Warren Commission on December 9, 1963, and to -
the President on the same day.

c. The Warren Commission in some 1nsta.nces quoted
verbatim from our reports and in other situations merely took exerpts
from the reports and frequently paraphrased whatever material they
desired from FBI reports.
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5) INTERVIEWS CONDUCTED IN CONNECTION WITH
- ASSASSINATION INVESTIGATION

Beginning on February 3, 1964, the Commission and
its staff took the testimony of 552 witnesses. Of this number, 94
appeared before the members of the Commission; 395 were questioned
by members of the Commission's legal staff; 61 supplied sworn
affidavits; and two gave statements. The Warren Commission, in
its forward to its report stated that commencing on November 22, 1963
the Federal Bureau of Investigation conducted approximately 25, 000

interviews and reinterviews of persons having information of pcssible
relevance to the investigation.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20538

October 20, 1966

Mr, Sidney Epstein

City Editor

The Evening Star -

225 Virginia Avenue, Southeast
Washington, D. C. 20003

Dear Mr, Epstein:

I certainly share the concern you expressed in your
letter of October 19, 1966, regarding the recent publication of
various criticisms of the fmdmgs of the Warren Commission,

While the critic> have every right to state their views,
they should show more regard for the facts on record. They have
ignored certain facts, misinterpreted others, and expressed pure
speculation as truth. In the hope that I can help clear up some of
the confusion which has resulted, I am enclosing a statement which

may be published. :\

Please bear in mind I speaking only for the FBI, not
for any other agency or group involved in any phase of the mqulry
into the assassination of President Kenily.

Sincerely, yours,

Enclosure

—

{ O —
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OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR

UNILED STATES DEPARTMENT OF 3JSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20538

October 20, 1966

Considerable criticism has arisen about the findings
of the Warren Coinmi;'si.can concerning the assassination of President
Kennedy. Some critics have openly challenged the conclusions of
the Commission.

To support their speculation, some critics allege,
among other things, that there is a discrepancy between portions
of two FBI reports and the official autopsy reports regarding the
wouﬁds found in the President's body.

The FBI reports record oral statements made by
examining pamologistsl during the autopsy procedure and before all
facts had been developed. The autopsy 'reports record the final findings
of the examination. : '
| Two FBI Agents were present during the autopsy.
They reported the following information:
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"Dr. Humes (Dr. James J. Humes, chief autopsy
surgeon) located an opening which appeared to be a bullet hole which
was below the shoulders and two inches to the right of the middle line
of the spinal column. This opening was probed by Dr. Humes with
the finger, at which time' it was detérmined that the trajectory of
the missile entering a;:'.this point had entered at a downward position
of 45 to 60 degrees. Further probing determined that the distance travelled
by this missile was a short distance inasmuch as the end of the opening
could be felt with the finger. Inasmuch as no complete bullet of any
size could be located in the brain area and likewise no bullet could
be located in the back or any other area of the body as determined by
total body X-rays and inspection revealing there was no point of exit,

‘the individuals performing the autopsy were at a loss to explain why
they could find no bullets., "

In the first FBI report sui:mitted to the Warren Commission
on December 9, 1963, this data was summarized on page 18, '"Medical
examination of the President's body revealed that one of the bullets
had entered just below his shoulder to the right of the spinal column
at an angle of 45 to 60 degrees doanard,' that there was no ;;oint of
exit, and that the bullet was not in the body."
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While the autopsy was in progress, the pathologists
learned that a bullet had been found on a stretcher at Parkland
Hospital in Dallas, Texas. At the time, it was thought the bullet was
found on the-stretcher occupied by the President. The pathologilv.ts,
based on this information, speculated the bullet "might have penétrated
a short distance into the back of the neck and then dropped out onto
the stretcher as a resuft of the external heart massage." This data
19 recorded on page 88 of the Commission Report.

As recorded on pages 88 and 89 of the Commaission
Report, the pathologists eventually were able to trace through the
bociy the path of the bullet which struck the President in the back.
Early on November 23, 1963, Dr. Humes contacted doctors at
Parkland Hospital and conﬁrme:d his is'sumption t_:ha.t a tracheotomy
‘had been performed at Parkland and a bullet hole in the front of the
neck had been used as the point of incision. This information was in-
cluded in the autopsy report, a copy of which was supplied to the FBI
on December 23, 1983.. -

- The clothing worn by the President on the date of the
assassination was examined in the FBI Laboratory. Results of the

examination were included in the FBI report dated January 13, 1964,

showing "'there was a small hole in the back of his coat and shirt
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approximately six inches below the top of the collar and two inches _
to the right of the middle seam of the coat. There were minute traces
of copper on the fabric surrounding the hole."

This report also referred to the early conclusions
of the examining pathologists with the statement, "Medical
examination of the Pregjdent's body had revealed that the bullet which
entered his back had penetrated to a distance of less than a finger
length." The foilowing portion of the report clearly indicates the

inaccuracy of this early conclusion: -

"There is a slit approximately one-half inch long
about one inch below the collar button in the overlap of the shirt
the President was wearing. The slit has the characteristics of an exit
hole for a projectile. There is also a nick on the left side of the tie
knot, which possibly was caused by the same projectile as it passed

through the shirt."

On December 23, 1963, a copy of the autopsy report
was furnished to the FBI by Secret Service which supplied a copy

to the Warren Commission by the same date. Since the FBI was
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aware the Commission had a copy of the official autopsy, it was not
repeated in an FBI report. '

‘ '-Ihe information regarding the wound set forth in the FBI

] report of December 9, 1963, was a summarization of a prelimina.ry-
observatio-n by an examining pathologist. The FBI Laboratory examination
of the President's cloth'i_ng indicated t'his observ.ation probably was in
error, and another refe;'ence to it was included along with the Laboratory
findings in the January 13, 1964, report to point up this probability.
My testimony before the Warren Commission on May 14,

1964, clearly shows that there was no disagreement betweén the facts
known to the FBI and the autopsy report. I stated:

- "Now, first, it was thought that the President had been
shot through the throat; that is what the doctoré at the Parkland Hospital
felt when he was brought in. |

*If that had been true, the shot would have had to come
from the overpass. But as soon as the bﬁdy arrived in Washington, the
doctors at Bethesda Hospital performed the autopsy and it was then |
determined definitely from their point of view that he had been shot
from the rear...." This testimony is recorded on page 104 of Volume V,

Hearings Before the President's Commission on the Assassination of

" President Kennedy.
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October 19, 1966 r. Sullivan

Mr. Tavel

Mr. Trotter L
MR. DE LOACH: r Tele. Room— .

Miss Holmes !
RE: CRITICISM CONCERNING THE Miss Gand Z
WARREN COMMISSION REPORT _ 7

Enclosed is a proposed letter to be sent to the Director by
Sldney Epstein, City Editor of The Evening Star, asking for a statement
to set the record straight concerning recent cr1ticism of the Warren
Commission Report. Epstein has agreed to cooperate, stating he
welcomes the opportunity to set the record straight. He will formally
prepare and sign the proposed letter and send it to the Director if we
desire. He feels the statement will make an excellent front page
feature for the "Star." -

Also enclosed is a proposed letter in response to Epstein's
letter and a statement to be sent to him by the Director. As the
Director is aware, the primary reason the autopsy was not reported
by us was the fact Secret Service had instructions from Bobby Kennedy

2 |that neither the autopsy nor the X-Rays and photographs were to be
1 ,released; however, this information is not set forth in our proposed
reply to Epstein's letter,

T

The excerpt from the Director's testimony was used at the
end of the statement (page 5) as a means of strongly pointing up the
‘fact there is not now and never has been any disagreement on the part
,of the FBI with the findings in the official autopsy report. References
“to this part of the Director's testimony already have been published
in various articles in this respect, particularly in the October 10, 19686,
issue of U, S. News & World Report.” On page 47 of this issue is
stated, "FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover subsequently appeared before
: the Commission, and said the FBI concurred with the official-autopsy -
report.'" On page 50 of the same issue Arlen Specter, Assistant

£ M ORI T

Enclosures (3) .

' 1 - Mr, Tolson ' : : '
1 - Mr. DeLoach
1 - Mr., Wick

l- |
1 - Mr. Rosen ) CONTINTIRD - OVFR @
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RE: CRITICISM CONCERNING THE
WARREN COMMISSION REPORT

Counsel of the Warren Commission, is quoted as stating, "I do know
that the FBI itself came to the same conclusions that the Commission
did. Mr. Hoover testified to this, and nobody in the Bureau placed
any substantial credence in the preliminary thoughts as reflected in

-3

the early reports." These quoted statements are the interpretations placed :

on the Director's testimony by the magazine writer and by Specter, and do
not appear in the testimony.

Mr. Rosén Opposes the inclusion of the excerpt from the

I Director's testimony. He states:

"I believe it highly undesirable to use the Director's
testimony in any answer to the two reports in question, - The Director's
testimony relates to whether the President was shot through the
throat or whether he had been shot from the rear. This point is not
in issue insofar as the conflict which exists concerning the December
9th and January 13th reports. The issue which we deal with in our
answer to Epstein concerns itself with whether or not there was a

point of exit and that is pretty well established by the testimony of
the autopsy examination and by the laboratory observations.,

"If we inject any of the Director's testimony in this matter
it will be immediately seized upon and can be reasonably expected that
the Warren Commission will be taken off the hook. It can also be
expected once it is raised, the question as to where the shot came’
from and various other matters concerning possible conspiracies,
etc., will be raised.

"The Director's testimony has never been criticized
according to my recollection up to this point."

| i:lESPECT?‘ULLY,
jh‘;’“ G\b \l/RE WICK W T

SEE ADDENDUM ON PAGE 3 BY CE/DE LOACH, 10/20/66..........

ke
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RE: CRITICISM CONCERNING THE
WARREN COMMISSION REPORT

ADDENDUM BY C. D. DE LOACH, 10/20/66: . ’

While I disagree with Mr. Rosen and believe it is satisfactory
to use the Director's excerpt, particularly in view of the fact that this excerpt
has been published before and more importantly the fact that usage of a quote’
from the Director would lend great strength, I would like to point out that the

\'criticism of the Warren Commission Report has died down considerably within
Z._t.hu_e/past several days and will ng doubt die dgwn more within the next few weeks.
; 'he issuance of a statement by the Director at this time would Cd

= ,_9"'_ only revive the issue. It may be that the Director will want me to see Justice |/
P %q*r_ B l Fortas and point out this fact to him, stating at the same time that perhaps
L it would be the better part of logic not to issue any statement at this time.

If the Director does instruct that this statement be issued, it
would be well to point out that the "Evening Star" will not only print the
statement but will also have Jerry O'Leary, who is very experienced in
writing about the assassination, elaborate and explain thoroughly the Director's
statement. ' : '

If the Director does have the statement issued, it is felt we
should definitely clear it with the Department before issuance.

™
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October 10, 1966 Mr. Conrad

) Mr. Felt
. - ook . Gale
1R, TOLSON: Mr. Rosen =
Wve OGS Mr. Sulliég %2

' T
RE: ASSASSINATIOK OF PRESIDEXT KENNEDY; 2l oo
IEETING WITH JUSTICE FORTAS, 2 p.m. 10/7/66 1.1 Room
AYD REQUEST FOR DIRECTOR TO WRITE BOOK Miss Holmes®
Miss Gandy

I saw Justice Fortas at 2:45 p.m. this

afternoon at his chambers at the Supreme Court Building.

Fursuart to the Director's instructions, I outlined to
Justice Fortas the many reasons why the Director could not
accede to the President's and Justice Fortas' request that
a lengthy article, series of articles or book be written by

the Director concerning captioned matter. I told Justice Tortas
the Director wanted to be of all possible assistance to the
Dresident and him, however, in this particular instance the
Director would apprecinte consideration be given to the above
rezsons why it would not be logical for him to undertake this
praject.

p Without any hesitation, Justice Fortas told me he
agreed with the Director. He stated he could not indicate this

previously, hovever, he had arguved with the Drecident that it

was not lozical for the Dircctor to prepare this book inpasmuch

as the Director in doing so would necessarily have to substantiate

the investigative efforts of many othar agercesother than those

of the FBI.

Justice Fortas indicated he had no argurnent whatso-
aver with the Dirzector's thovwghts. In reply, I told him the
Director had sugrested that Chief Justice Warren micht undertake
svch a project inasmuch as he, the Chief Justice, would be acting
in his capacity as Chairman of the Warren Cotmission rather than
in the capacity of Chief Justice of the Supreme Court. Justice
{Fortas stated he doubted Chief Justice Warren would agree to this
assunption. He added, however, that Lee Rankin, the Chief Counsel
lof the Warren Comnission, had agreed to write a book; however,

Rankin's book would not be ready for publication for approximately
one year.

Justice Fortas stated he and the President would deeply
aprreciate the Director giving consideration to issving a statement
or writing one brief article restricted solely to the controversy

1 B ._.‘." - .
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M0 TO: MR, TOLSON

RE: ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT KENNEDY ;-
; MEETING WITH JUSTICE FORTAS, 2 p.m. 10/7/66 - -..
i AND RZQUEST FOR DIRECTOR TO WRITE BOOK

o § raised by critics with respect to the differences as shown in the
; autopsy between the FBI reports and the final conclusion of the

y Warren Comnission. I told Justice Fortas this would be brought
e to the Director's attention and I felt certain the Director _
e would be asreeable to the issvance of a statement in this regard
so long as the statement pertalns to this one point.

I brought up the subject of llarold Reis with Justice
Fortas. After outlining to him the fact that Reis was undoubtedly
responsible for any misunderstanding which had arisen between the
Department and the FBI, Justice Fortas interrupted me and said
he had known Reis for many years and disliked him intensely ever
since he, Justice Fortas, had represented the Puerto Rican Govern-
ment in dealings for the United States. He stated Reis had stuck
a knife in his back on more than one occasion. Justice Fortas
stated in one instance he had told former Attornesy General
Katzenbach in President Johnson's presence of the fact that Reis
had a very brazen, undesirable personality and that Katzenbach
should get rid of him. Fortas asked me to tell this fact to
Ramsey Clark the next time I see Clark. 1 will, of coursz, do
that this afternoon.

Pursuant to the Director's instructions, we are
l preparinz a statement in line with the President's and Justice

Fortas' request.
Resp?lly,
‘/ |

C. D. DeLoach
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alo . victanlly every one of our fiel® "yiees an well ax onr linikon
olln ¢~ abrand ‘were involved in one plaay’ Yy anothor of the investigne
tion S Among other things, some 25,000 Y<erviows woro hnndled, -

Mre, Rooxey. How many inferviows? T

: \ Mr, Hooven, 25,000, ' '
\\ (Disenssion off the record.)

AMr. Hoovei -As an aftermnth of the assassination, we nssisted the
Seeret. Serviea in the proteetion of the President when he visited
various loealities.  We Mrnished a total of 534 special agents on 74
ocensions.  This, T helieve, is going to ho corrected in this Congress in
tho nppropriation for the Secret Service. ‘They have the full and
sole responsibility for the protection of the President. As it is, we
have had to work jointly and wherever that happens, if anything goes
wrong, the placement of responsibility is very diflicult.

T must say that our relations with the Secret Service have been most
harmonious. Mr. Rowley, who is the Chicf of the Seeret Service
was formerly an agent in the FBI. Ile is on the FBI National
Academy faculty. :

I hand to the chairman a statement which deals with the report of
the State Dcpurl-mcnl., on the basis of which I characterized Oswald
“not a risk.” - CL R

Mr. Rooney. We shall insert this statement at this point in the
l'(!C()l'd. ' ' . L : Jrath

(The statement follows:) . : t s

State Derantmest NEront ox Basis o Whien 1 Ciuanactenizen Oswarp
As A “Tuorouanry Sare Risx”

= When testifying bofore the Warren Commission on AMay 14, 1964, T sfated that
n ."i‘l.::'m Department. report jindivated Lee Harvey Oswald was a "ll wroughly rale
risk, . o :

Sueh statement. was based ll])mu a Forelpgn Servies divpately l‘rur‘ the Ameriran
Tmbassy in Moscow to the Department of State, Washingten, ID.C., dispntch
No. 20 dated July 31, 1961, This dispateh set forth o summaey of Oswalll's visit
to the American’ Bmbassy, Moscow LS8R, on July 8, 1961, st which time
Oswald reguestedd fo return to the [nited States with his wife.  The dispateh
contuins 1he following parigraph relating (o Oswald as noted hy the Ameriean
Tmhassy interviewing oflicial, Mr. Richard Snyder:

“Pyventy months of the realities of life in the Soviet Union have clearly had a
maturing efect on Oswald, e stated frankly that he had Jearned o hard lesson
: he hard way and that he had been eompletely relieved of his illisiona ahout the

Coviet Union at the same time that he acgnired o new understanding and appreeia-
tion of the United States nnd the meaning of freedom.  Mneh of the arrogance
and bravado which characterized him on his first. visit to the Embassy appears to
have left him. Ile stated that hie is in contact with his mother and a brother in
the United States. 1Te gtated that he had about 200 rubles and that he and his
wife would save more for eveniual costs of thdveling to the United States.”

Turther indieation that the State Department did not consider Oswald a risk
is shown by the fact that the Sinte Department renewed Oswalil's passport for &
return to the United States and gave him a loan in the sum of $435.71 to finance
his and his family's trip to the United States.

Additional evidence that the State Department did not consider Oswald a rigk
is shown by the fact that when Oswald requested a new passport for travel abrond
on June 24, 1963, wherein he indicated he planned to stay abroad for from 3
months to 1 year and to visit England, France, Germany, Iolland, Russia, Fin-
land, Italy, and Poland, the State Department raw fit to issue him a passport for

¢ such travel on the following day, June 25, 1963  Obviously the State Department
did not consider Oswald a rigk i issuing him o passport on this occasion. -
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UNITED STATES DEPAHTME]:IT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

WASHINGTON, D.C. 10585

November , 1966

Considerable criticism has arisen about the findings of the
Warren Commission concerning the assassination of President Kennedy.,

Some critics have openly challenged the conclusions of the Commission.

To support their speculations some critics allege, among

?-3 other things, thereis a conflict between statements set forth in two FEI

;‘1 reports relating to the autopsy and the official autopsy report which was

%f_ submitted to the Warren Commission, I wish to emphatically state at the
? outset that the FBI reports factually record information which was

::_1 , furnished orally to our Agents by an examining physician who.conducted

the autopsy of President Kennedy on the evening of November 22, 1963.

In order to clarify this matter, I would like to mention that
on December 9, 1963, the FBI submitted a preliminary report to the
Commission summa.rizirig various phases of our investigative activity.
Included in this report was information orally furnished to our Agents,
who attended the autopsy, by an examining physician to the effect that

-there was no point of exit for the bullet which entered the President's back,
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On January 13, 1964, a supplemenfal report was submitted
to the Commission which included the results of our Laboratory's
examination of the clothing worn by the President at the time of his
assassination. This Laboratory examination disclosed there was a small
hole in the back of the President’s coat and shirt and that minute traces
of copper were found on fabric surrounding this hole. The Laboratory
examination further disclosed that there was a slit near the collar button

of the President's shirt which had the characteristics of an exit hole

" for a projectile; also that there was a nick on the left side of the tie knot

whiéh possibly was caused by the same projectile as it passed through
the shirt.

In view of this finding it was immediately recognized
that there was a conflict. The results of the examination of the clothing
indicated an exit hole; however, this was not consistent with the oral -
observations of the examining physician furnished to our Agents on the
night of November 22, 1963. In order to clearly point up this inconsistency
to the Commission, we set forth the above findings of our Laboratory as
.well as the oral observations of the examining physician on the night of -
November 22, 1963,

The basis for the statements set out in our December 9,
1963, and January 13, 1964, reports concerning the bullet which entered
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the President's back, was obtained from a detailed report prepared and
submitted by our Agents following the oral comments of an examining
physician on the night of November 22, 1963, and is currently
available in the National Archives.

Th.e War.ren Commission made a specific request of the
FBI for the official autopsy report. They were advised we did not have

this autopsy report but that arrangements would be made for the report

~ to be delivered to the Commission by Secret Service. A copy of the

autopsy report was also made available to the FBI by the Secret Service
at our specific request on December 23, 1963. Inasmuch as the Warren
éommisslon had the autopsy report, we did not incorporate it i.nl our
report of January 13, 1964. v

By Presidential directive, the FBI had the responsibility,
as did other investigative agencies, to furnish all information developed -
to the Warren Commission. Since the Secret Service complied with the
Commission’s request for the official autopsy report, such information
was not duplicated in our report of January 13, 1964.

In publishing its findings, the Warren Commission
reproduced the official autopsy report. This report shows that the missile
which entered the President's back "made its exit through the anterior

surface of the neck' and "so far as can be ascertained this-missile struck

no bony structures in its path through the body.*" The original theory of

-3-
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examining physicians that the bullet did not exit from the President's throat
and the subscquent developments which led to their conclusion that the
bullet did have a point of exit are set forth and are explained in the
Commission's report. For example, on pages 88 and 89, it is stated "in
the earlier stages of. the autopsy" the dor;;tors at Bethesda Naval Hospital
performing the autopsy *'did not know that there had been a bullet hole in
the front of the President's neck when he arrived at Parkland Hospital
on a stretcher." The physicians at Parkland Hospital, Dallas, Texas,
had utilized this bullet hole as a point of incision for an emergency
operation performed on the President,

With regard to the comments that the FBI has damaged
the film of Abraham Zapruder, this is a completely false statement,

The Zapruder film was purchased by a national publication and the FBI
received a copy.. The FBI did not at any time have the original film in
its possession.

In addition to the above, I would also like to comment
concerning other statements which have been made concerning the FBI's
participation in the investigation of the assassination. I would like to
emphatically state all information obtained during the investigation
was accurately and fully reported and therecafter furnished to the

Commission and authorized Government officials,
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You may be assured our investigation was conducted in
a meticulously unbiased manner, The objectivity of our investigation
is attested to by the thousands of pages of reports submitted to the
Commission and the approximately 25, 000 interviews which we

conducted,




Nr. Gale
¥. 7. Claeveland

ASSASSINATION OF PRESID

JOIIN ¥, KENNEDY . !
NOVEMBER 23, 1963

DALLAS, TEXAS

MISCELLANEOUS = INFORMATION
CONCERNING . e

At 2:45 a.m. arnd 3:38 a.m., 11/14/68, an
individual who gave his namo as Erich Lintrop telephonically
contacted the Bureau and spoke to Bpecial uenth

. on duty in the Special Investigative Dlivislon. Go) (‘ch)
e maid he was calling from San Francisco, California, and -
indicated he has no fixed mddress, although he has the
mailing addross of 550 West 20th Street, New York, New York.

Lintrop, who described himself as an able-bodied
scaman, indicated from his conversation that he may have
been drinking., He stated he had heard a rumor to the effect
¥adame NHU, wife of the former head of South Vietnanm, may
have been responsible for the assassination of the late
President John F., Kennedy. Whon asked for the source of
this information, Lintrop said he hoard this in Turkey; however,
he was not responsive to furthor questions concorning the
alleged rumor., He then engaged in a rambling and at times
incoheront conversation,

l‘

' Bureau files contain & report dated 9/22/64, from
the FMorfolk Office, which sets forth the results of an
interview with Erich Lintrop, who was borm 11/4/04, in Estoria,
and was naturalized on 5/24/48, Ho related at that time .

‘that about four days after tho assassination of the late
President Kennedy, he was in Constantinople, Turkey, and was

told by an unidontified Turkish Army officer thore were W ﬂ,
PRI 93
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Memorandum to Mr. Gale [
Be: Assassination of President John ¥, Kennedy

rusors in Turkey that Madame XEU of South Vietnam may have ... .. !

been responsible for the assassination., Lintrop said e

accapted this information as a poor rumor, Bureau files ,

contain no additional information identifiable with Lintrep. =~
(105-82555-4829) = . Do o e il

ACTION: e, L ’ T

The information telephonically furnished by
Erich Lintrop on 11/14/66, which adds nothing to the
information he furnished in 1964, should be referred to . - -
Domestic Intelligence and General Investigative Divisions, -



- - e e e e e i e —— S T S e €+ B s moie A s e
-

-
- -

C. ‘ Q)

ALLEGATION OF MARK LANE THAT
FB1 AGENTS FOLLOWED HIN ALL
OVER THE COUNTRY AND RECORDED
EVERY WORD HE BAID e = .2 .
(Pages B3 and 84 of the tramseript) =~ 7 .7 T -7

- lane's allegation in this matfer is completely :=& ~ - |
false. At no time did we conduct surveillance of Lane o - -~ ° j
follow him around the country. wooln o, ama

Following the assassination of President Kennedy, .
Mark Lane traveled throughout the United Etates and Europe '
denouncing the work of the Warren Commission and attempted
to show that others were involved in the assassination of
President Kennedy and Officer Tippit in Dallas. These wild
accusations and allegations of Mark Lane caused members of
the Warren Commission deep concern and on February 25, 1064, .
¥r, J. Lee Rankin of the President's Commission requested
that the Bureau make arrangements to have talks and meetings
of Mark Lane recorded where possible, We were able to do
this through the cooperation of various sources and the
t;:t)e ’;::':ordlnzu were furnished to the Warren Commission as
sbta .

W)
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ALLEGATION THAT FBI BAID THEY
HEARD OSWALD BAY HE WAS HAVING
LUNCH WITH TWO NEGROEE ON
NOVEMBER 22, 19663
(Page 83 of transecript)

. Mark Lane, in trying to make a point that investie 7 %
gators disagreed om highly pertinent interrogation reports -
of Oswald, said that the Becret Eervice said Oswald stated RS
he was alone having lunch on November 22, 1963, whereas the  ~
FBI said they heard Oswald say he was having lunch with two - o
Fegroes. . % DA o I IR O IPIY e S
Lane's statements on this particular point are ' -
absolutely false, Special Agent James W. Bookhout participated

4n an interview of Oswald mt the Dallas Police Department om
November 23, 1963, at which time Oswvald stated he had lunch

in the lunchroom at the Texas School Book Depository alome,

but recalled possibly two Negro employees walking {{rough

the room during this period., Bpecial Agent Bookhout recorded .
results of this interview with Oswald in an FD-302 form dated
November 25, 1063. This FD=-302 form was included as pages 00=

102 of the report of Special Agent Robert P. Gemberling dated
November 30, 1963, at Dallas, Texas, in the Oswald case.
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ALLEGATION BY HAROLD WEISEERG

THAT SPECIAL AGENT HOSTY DID -
NOT STAY FOR INTERVIEW OF

OSWALD NOVEMBER 22, 1963, AT

THE DALLAS POLICE DEPARTMENT

"' ._.,.T-‘ ,.}"'--.
A

(Page 80 of the television tramsoript) ..o . : ovowecses

Bpecial Agents James P, Hosty, Jr., and James V.’

Bookhout were present during an interview of Lee Harvey Oswald
by Captain Will Fritz of the Dallas Police Department om . -
November 232, 1963, Both Agents identified themselves to

Owald and Advised him of his rights. On November 23, 1063,° .

Epecial Agents Hosty and Bookhout prepared an FD=302 form

containing results of the November 22, 1963, interview with .. ..
Oswald. This was in accordance with Bureau policy in reporting

interviews of subjects of Bureau investigations., This ¥D=302
was included as page 850 and 91 of the report of Special Agent
Robert P. Gemberling dated November 30, 1963, at Dallas in

the Oswald case, Copies of this report were disseminated to
the Warren Commission. : _ X & | F
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ALLEGATIONS BY MAREK LANE ARD

HAROLD WEISBERG THAT A PICTURE

WAS MUTILATED IN CONNECTION .. Iy

WITH THE GENERAL WALKER INCIDENT 'Q._Q ew e
(Pages 64-86 of the television transcript) L

Mark Lane and Harold Weisberg both claim that
someone mutilated a photograph found in Oswald's effects
portrtzlng an automobile parked in the driveway of General
Walker's residence, Lane claimed that someone deliberately
made a hole in the photograph to remove the portion showing
the liocense plate of the car. The photograph in Question
is Commission exhibit number five. It was seized by the.
Dallas Police Department in its search of Oswald's effects
and was turned over to the FBI along with other evidence in
the case, It was in a mutilated condition when turned over
to us wherein the license plate of the automobile is not :
shown., It appears highly likely that Oswald himself mutilated
the photograph to eliminate the possibility of anyone identi-
fying General Walker's residence through identification of
the car parked in the driveway. o
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MARKE LANE MISREPRESENTS WHAT

ONE WITNESS REPORTED REGARDING
THE GENERAL WALKER INCIDENT

(Page 89 of the television transcript) - -

S e . -

e i
K

Mark Lane claims that Walter Kirk Coleman, ighbor
to General Walker, heard a shot the night someone shot at -
General Walker, Lane stated that Coleman reported he saw & _
man, carrying what appeared to be a rifle, jump into & car, -
put the rifle on the floor and then drive away. Lane claimed
the Warrepn Commission completely ignored Coleman's informatiom
and didn't even list Coleman's name in its index to its Report. -
The facts are that Kirk Coleman (Walter Kirk Coleman) was '
interviewed by the Dallas Police immediately following the
attempted assassination of General ¥Walker by an unkmnown
i{ndividual. Coleman stated that be heard what appeared like
a shot from a shotgun and that as he looked out into his rear
yard, he saw an unknown male eater an automobile and speed
avay. Coleman made no reference to any rifle in his interview
by the Dallas Police Department, The Dallas Police Department
record in this matter was reviewed by Epecial Agent Vincent E.
Drain of our Dallas Office on December 6, 1963, and results of
such record check were incorporated by Special Agent Drain in
an FD-302 form which was included as pages 441 and 442 in the
report of Special Agent Robert P. Gemberling dated December 10,
1963, at Dallas in the Oswald case. Copies of this report :
were furnished to the President's Commissiom.

It i& also to be noted that contrary to what Lane
infers, Coleman's name was indexed in Volume 15 of the back
up data to the Warren Commission's Report. This volume contains
an index to all of the hearings of the Commission. The index
notes on page 760 that the name of Walter Kirk Coleman appears
in Volume 5, page 448, and Volume 11, pages 416-417, of the
hearings of the President's Commissionm. ;
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The editor of a- small-town
Texas mewpaper and a maga-
zine editor joined today in call-
ing on Congress to reopen the
investigation of the assassina-
tion of Fresident Kennedy.

Midletnian (Tex.) Mirror, and
David Welsh of Ramparts Mag-

Penn Jones Jr., editor of the,

2 Ediitors Ask Repggeréng]
| Of Assassination Probe

Tom Howard, who was briefly
Ruby's lawyer, Earlene Rob-
erls, who managed Lee Harvey
Oswald’s rooming house,
Newsmen asked Jones and
Welsh why the “‘mysterious
deaths” were limited to these
10, while Jack Ruby, Marina
Oswald and others much closer
to the amssassination events are

azinz issued the call at a press still alive. !
conference here. Welsh and Jones countered byl
The press scssion was in con- s2ying that Dallas is impreg-,
pecticn with an article in the nated with fear, that Ruby:
current issue of Ramparls lhalwought to be transferred to Wash-
says at least 10 persons con- ingtcn so he can be questioned
nected in some way lo events competently and that amateur
related to the assassination investigators are harassed and
have since met what the story *“tailed.” ’
calls violent or bizarre deaths. -
The h;;ditct;s also tsalld a_ltnlnrge Conspiracy Seen _
number of potential witnesses| jones said he thinks there
:ﬁ‘:;“ been intimidated into|gore o riflemen involved in
: a conspiracy to kill Ker.me«.’qr.s

Kilgallen Death Cited _bu;d he said he had no final
. Welsh's article lists 10 per-|E¥i2ence.
sons he says were cunnegled They're still workirg on the
with the assassination who have|2ssassination of Lincoln,” Jones
died. Il includes Dorothy Kil-|said.
allen, Miss Kilgallen, who| Welsh added that most of the
ﬁicd in November 1955 of aDallas newspapermen who
combination of barbiturates and covered the case have moved to
alconol, had interviewed Jack octher jobs and that a third of
Ruby. She is reported by thethe evidence in the assassina-
author to have said during the lion {s being withheld. He
last days of her life: “In five Hlamed FBI Director J. Edgar

more days, I'm going to bust LII:LO\'M for suppression of most
this case wide open. ol the~documents. s

The _other deaths include
those “of [wo newspapermen;

3:5.&. 2 ov
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V) .Tlﬁo Wall Strect Journal __

DeLoach

Mphr

s{N}?ﬁ
%’Mﬁm C—

Callahan

Sulllvan®
Tavel
Trotter
Tele. Room
Holmes
Gandy

s

The Washington Post and
Times Herald

The Washington Daily News

The Washington Evenin ﬁ E

,New York Daily News Ml_

New York Herald Tribune

New York Post

The New York Times

New York World Journal

New York World
Journal Tribune

The Baltimore Sun

The Worker

The New Leader

The National Observer
People's World

Date

0CT 25 188 /414
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So—=8/2768 Congrossaan Johm O, ¥arsk, Jr., of

Virginis, who is a pereonal pcquaintance ef Assistant Director
¥illizm €. Sullivan, eontacted Mr., Eullivan and reported that
Congresenan Don Fuqua possersed information em the Lee Earvey
Oswald case which might be of intorest to this Bureams.
Arrangements wore made for a Epecial Agent of the Washingtom
Fisld Offico to contact Congress=man Fuqua ia this regard, - .

Special Agent James ¥, Horrissey of the Washingtom

dog—fopteabery , at which time the Congressman
made avallable €ata which boen furnished to him by .
Mr, Williss H, Coopcer of Ncw Orleans, Louiciana, Coogrecsemaa
Yoqua stated that Cooper mlleged that Oswvald was part of &
conepiracy which was responsible for the assassination ef
the late President Jolm F. Konnody. Congressman FuQua added
that other menbers of the couspiracy allegedly were Berman @G
Engclbardt, J. Euseell Doiron, Dryan Clemmous, Jants Winfree
and E, G, Partin, Cooper has amlleged to Congressuam Fuqua
5 ST that the above individuals brainwashod Oevald into perforaimg
,; T the mctual arsassination and then arranged for Osvald to be
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surdered by Jack Fuby,. WG .

¥illizm B, Cooper appears to be idontical with

dual of the gane pace who
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At mo tine during our intensive investigation of
Oswald or of the asrassingtioa of the late Preaidont
dé¢id Coopor or of the other individuals menticmed herein >

ion with the assarsination or Oswald. The mllegatioms
be is now appear to be letely false, However, it
is felt be be interviewed to get the information firste

band and to be pinned down concerniang his sllegatiocms befoxe ..
they are widaly circulated and giwen eud-e-a by th_l publis.

Buresu files contain mo pertinont informatiom
concerning Borman O, Engelhardt, J. Rusgell Dolron or James
¥infree. Dryan Clermons is a sheriff in Baton Rouge,
Louisiana, and has hold soveral responsible positions as .
a graduate of tho FBI ¥ational Acadcuy. Our relations with
Clexmons have boen excellent. Xdward G. Partin was forwerly
fecretary~Treasurvy of Teanstors Local Five, Batom Rouge, '
and was tho principal Government witness agaipst James Riddle
BEoffa when Hoffa was convicted om charges of Obstructiom of
Justice om March 4, 1964, at Chattancoga, Tennossee,

ACTION:

Attached iz an airtel to the New Orlcans Offioce
instructing that Coopcr be immodiately iatervicwed and pinned
down on his allegations that Oswald was involved ia ,
conspiracy in the assassination of tho late President Kennedy,
¥e are inctructing Now Orlezns that Af itz intervicw with
Cooper doos not conplotely rusolve his allegatioans
¥ew Orleans Office should conduct additiomal !.nvenhrntlol

- peceseary to thoroughly resolve this matter,
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Mr. W, C. Bullivan

D. Js Brenoan, Jr.

!mmnmcrcnc:m s

INTELLIGENCE AGENCY (CIA) ~*° 7 -~ 7 fﬂﬁ?ﬁ?%ﬂ.
'nn thon Agent bas been n!hbly :ln!arnad that .

Dullu' bealth has not hfravod and he definitely iz "slowing

up.” Dulles suffered a slight stroke about two years ago and

he pever completely recovered. Eis vision was socuewhat
Sk lnpamdnndhmmqmnthpsudnm.

His present state of health undoubtedly has beem
very much aggravated the publications and articles which
have been critical of Warren Coumission Report. Dulles
feels that the criticisam is wmost unjustified acd be has been
appealing to the other members of the Commission to countsr
this criticisa. He has been unsuccessful is his efforts, -

ACTION:
e Yor information
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9/26/66

1 | MR. TOLSON:

RE: BIASED BCOKS RE
ASSASSINATION OF
PRESIDENT KENNLDY

called me from New York this @\ (h((—)

morning. 'that his best regards be given to you

and the Direcfor.

@YW :s fcd up with the rash of distorted, biased NG
books currcntly on the market concorning the essassination o!(lﬁQ7

President Kennedy. He particularly is incensed at the books
by Epstein and lMarik Lane. :

I toldu briefly of the background of both Epsiein

and Lane. lle nsked if there was something he could to do to

set the record straight. He ctated the Fil had not cowe oif i
very good in either of those bools. I told him we kaew this; .z ®
however, the Dircctor could not be placed in the position of b)"ﬁ( N
pnaliing a public statement inasmuch as wo were the investigative (bz%{o
agency with responsibilities of not only investigating but also - J
running down considerable leads for the Werren Commission;
consoquently, it would be presumptuous for the FB5I speak
o T WL T % saa9 % 1 ~ oM

CE R AT

It is sugcested we tako the analysis prepared here

TRy

at the Burecu on Mark ‘s boolk and work up a blind uvemorandum

which can be used by in walking lark Lano's book

look ridiculous. We, of course, would not furnish IR ( N (0
any inforuation which is confidential or which has not been b,
relecused to the Americam public, Ve are, however, in & position™

to furnishk inforaantion that will male Lane's book look stupid.

The szid blind memorandum, if this plan is approved, will be

sent io ii“ ind the Dircctor. for approvad prior to being given
to y ‘. & ;:' :-". -. ;' .

"Respectfully,
Q cc-HMr,-Teloach
1 ur, losen -
\ Lr, Sullivan’ C. D, DcLoach

Hr, Wick

o T i 0 T N ' I .
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¥r, Conrad August 28, 1968 ... ...
Mr. Griffith * .
President's Comnission on g o . |

Assassination of the President
Exhibits being retained by Burean

Ssubsequent to the publication of the Warren Commission's
Report in September 1964 the Bureau continued to receive from time
to time occasional materiasl ing to relate to the
assassination matter, For the most part these items consist of
lettors setting out theories or views on tho assassination.
Representative examples of such items, received by the Bureau
and still in the possession of the Bureau, are listed as follows:

1.
2.

Pour letters to Mrs, Oswald

Latter to Dallas Times Berald

S, ¥estern Union blank form containing printed
pame "Lee H. Oswall™ )
4. Letter to ¥BI, Dallas . . \
8. Two photographs and one letter bearing / /'
Bussian writing o Sl e

The Bureau has roceived authorization from the Department
to turn ovor to Archives mll material involved in the Commission's
investigntion, and tho Laborntory has been instructed to make the
pecessary arrangements for the transfer, &ince the above-listed
material was received subsoquent to the Commission's report, it
is presumod that it should pot bo included in the material to .
be turned over to Archives, B E T L '

'u:.' ,\ - Encl 3 . ) : . '_‘-
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; Exhibite being retained by Bureau v s Ty VAR - e
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‘ Xerox copies of the above-montioned items are attached for
convenient reference, BSubject to concurrence of the .
Domestic Intelligence and General Investigative Divisiocos, it is
suggested that this original matorial not be turpned over &o g
Archives when the bulk of the other evidentiary exhibits in this
case is delivered to Archives, ' R

ACTION: Memorandum and sttactments lﬁonlﬂ be forwarded io the
Domestic Intolligence and Goneral Investigative Divisioms for
review and appropriate comeaty .
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ADDENDUM DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE DIVISION 8/30/66 REL:kas

Domestic Intelligence Division concurs with the
recommendation that material received by the Bureau regarding the
assassination following the publication of the Warren Commission's
Report on 9/24/64 not be turned over to National Archives. Such
material was not considered by the Warren Commission in its - :
publication of its Report and consequently was not included in
its back-up data for the report. We have found none of the .
material received after the publication of the report to be of . -
evidential value in our over-all investigation of the assassie - .
nation of the late President John F. Kennedy. It is noted that
all of the data being received by the Bureau since the publication
of the Warren Commission Report will continue to be maintained in
Burgnu files and will be available at some future date should the
need arise..




