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Gray Emphasizes Style 
By John P. MacKenzie 
wastaration Pon than Writer 

Acting FBI Director L. Pa- 
trick Gray III said yesterday 
that changes he has made or is 
considering involve "questions 
of style that may give a new 
look, but not new substance," 
to the bureau. 

In his first public speech 
since his appointment two 
weeks ago as temporary suc-
cessor to the late J. Edgar 
Hoover, Gray said he had no 
intention of departing from 
basic policy established during 
nearly a half-century of the 
Hoover regime. 

A series of moves by Gray 
affecting the FBI's public im-
age—the relaxingof rigid 
dress and hair-cut codes, pro-
grams to hire more women and 
members of minority groups 

and suggestions outside advis-
ers—spurred questions about 
how far he would go in reshap-
ing the bureau. 

But Gray told the Thomas 
More Society, a Catholic law-
yers group, here that "in mak-
ing certain changes in the 
style of operation, I impute no 
impropriety or fault to my dis-
tinguished predecessor, al-
though this may be so inter-
preted in some quarters." 

No deviation is planned, I 
Gray said, from the Hoover 
policy of resistance to making 
the FBI a national police 
force. "As long as I am head 
of the FBI, It will not take the 
first small step" in that direc-
tion, he said. 

Gray said he was "still look-
ing for answers" to frequent 
criticism that the FBI director 
'has too much potential 
power" 

He said he had "an open 
mind" about establishing an 
advisory committee of recog-
nized law enforcement author. 
ities to help plan for the fu- 

for Changes in FBI 
cations is one of the serious 
avenues of inquiry I am pursu-
ing with the top officials of 
the FBI as I continue to ac-
quire the knowledge necessary 
to discharge my responsibili-
ties." 

Gray, whose appointment by 
President Nixon is scheduled 
to last at least through the 
November election, said hel 
wanted to deny "speculation 
that my appointment is 
somehow part of a scheme for 
the President to gain political, 
control of the FBI." 

He said he was not a politi-
cal adviser or counsellor or  

"political crony of President 
Nixon's." Faithful to a "profes-
sional" relationship with the 
President, Gray said he would 
obey the President's only in-
struction: "that the FBI and 
its director continue to be ab-
solutely nonpolitical." 

Tanker Crew Saved 
MEXICO CITY, May 17 

(AP) — Thirty-six persons 
were rescued from the British 
tanker "Golden Jay" which 
sank Sunday in the Pacific 
about 200 miles south of Mazat-
lan. a spokesman for the Mex-
ican Navy said Tuesday. 

tore, but he was strongly op-
posed to "any full-scale inves-
tigation" of the FBI from out- 
side. 

Still unresolved, Gray said, 
was the question whether the 
FBI had "files that might be 
called secret flies or political 
dossiers." 

Gray said he has been in-
formed "as a result of my pre-
liminary inquiries" that no 
such files exists. He added: 

"Without having any in-
depth knowledge of the bu-
reau's files as of this moment, 
I will simply state that the 
matter of files and communi- 


