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Attached is a copy of the decision of theUnited Stated • "- 

Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit which was 
decided on 10/24/73 in captioned case. 4. 	. 

.,). 
- 	Plaintiff in this civil action had requested under the 	.'■ 1 '' 

Freedom of Information Act material from our investigativ.e file 	- ., 
relating to the assas_sinatifIn of the late President John kr  _ tZennedsv  r  a. C- I  
Weisberg's request was denied and he subsequently filed a civil J)k t u ■ ( 
action in the United States District Court in Washington. Ills 	II 4/  complaint was dismissed by the District Court and he appealed to - q 1■% , 
the United States Circuit Court. The initial opinion by the Circuit 	re; I 1 ."4_, 
Court was adverse to the Government in that it would require the 	t.) t ; f.. 
Government to justify the withholding of information in investigative 	c) 1 t.s• 
files on the basis that some ongoing investigative matter would be 	(-■ .2.i 	‘j  
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prejudiced by disclosure. The Government petitioned the Circuit • 
Court for a hearing en bane,  which was granted. The decision handed ••./ ..., .„...-- 
down on 10/24/73, with only Chief Judge Bazelon dissenting, inter- ' 	r  
preted the seventh exception in the Freedoin of InformatioRke1,096,(07e6 

i  relating to investigatory files compiled for 1,54T44jorcer.lerfAcvvss 
9  as covering all materials in an investigatory file. This decision will . . 1 

i

permit us to deny access to those materials which are clearly 'containeal 
in one of our investigatory files. 	• 	..-' 	• ...-. • , •• • • •••••-••••4 . 
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