
" 011,lemm Mon MD. 1111 	 1011F1011 
• Ana 1011 1111■110.1 

IrpN1TED STATES G ..) NMENT • 
0110. all.• NO. el 

i 	• 

Memoranduin 
• 

• 

I.II von ;71  

1 - Mr. Conrad 

1 -  Mr. Williams, 7133 
TO 	: Mr. C01114:1 1 	 DATE: 8/19/70 r 
FROM I M. E. William 

.., 

l.
\ 	 By memorandum of 8/13/70, copy attached, the Department his 

requested the Bureau to provide certain information relative to a civil 
suit brought by Harold Weisberg to force the Government to "produce 
and make available for copying the spectrographic analyses of the . 

various bullets and fragments"  involved in the assassination of President <; 

Kennedy. 

Weisberg is the author of several books pertaining to the 

assassination including "Whitewash - The Report of the Warren 

Commission. "  His writings for the most part are vitriolic and 
(*) diabolical criticisms of the Warren Commission, the FBI, the Secret 

Service, several other U. S. Government agencies, and the Dallas 

Police Department. His writings contain inaccuracies, falsehoods, 

and deliberate slanting of facts to suit his purpose. 

There has been considerable past correspondence between 

Weisberg and the Department and the Department and the Bureau concerning 

the results of these spectrographic examinations. In each instance, 

Weisberg has been denied access to the detailed notes, work sheets, 

and photographic plates comprising the "raw data"  upon which the 

conclusions of the Laboratory examiners were based. This civil suit 

is the latest in Weisberg's moves to obtain this material. 
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Memorandum to Mr. Conrad 
RE; HAROLD WEISBERG 	• 
62-109060 

As a matter of background information, spectrographic 
analyses of material such as bullet material permit a compositional 
comparison of the different samples and thus an indication as to whether 
such samples may have originated from the same or different bullets. 
Laboratory examiners furnished testimony before the Warren Commission 
that certain fragments were examined spectrographically and were 
similar in composition. The "raw data" (work sheets, notes, and 
photographic plates) upon which these conclusions were based are part 
of the Bureau's investigative files pertaining to this matter. These 
"raw data" are not normally made public since they can only be 
interpreted properly by scientifically trained personnel. Moreover opening 
the Bureau's investigative files would set a highly dangerous precedent 
and could cause irreparable damage. Paragraph 5 in the attached affidavit 
covering this aspect is included at the request of the Department. 

MN 

In a somewhat similar suit "John Nichols v. United States of 
America, et al., USDC D. Kansas, Civil No. T-4536" filed 1/20/69 
we answered the Department memorandum of 2/3/69 in a manner, 
similar to the instant response. In that reply as in the attached 
memorandum we recommended to the Department that the release of 
the requested information be denied based on the exemption in the 
Public Information Law, 5 USC 552, subsection (b), paragraph 7, which 
specifically exempts investigative files compiled for law enforcement 
purposes. This case was subsequently withdrawn by the Plaintiff. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

1. That we recommend to the Department that 
the information requested by Weisberg be opposed. 
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.N\  FR" : William D. Ruckelshau
s 

1. 	,..4kS4, Assistant Attorney General 

N w9 Civil Division 

suet CT: Harold Weisberg v. Department of Justice 

UCDC D.C.?  Civil Action No. 2301-70  

A copy of the complaint recently filed in this action is 

'enclosed. 

In order th.t we may defend this action, please 
send us 

!not later than Septemb
er 1, 197Q, a report, in duplicate, setting 

iferth the facts involv
ed. Because many courts

 are reluctant to 

Grant extensions of tim
e to answer, we request

 that this report 

:bp given yeur preferre
d attention. If you can

not send us the.  - 

ry 'necessa material with
in that time, please l

et us know promptly 

so we can tnform the co
urt of the reason for t

he delay. 

S 
	

It will be helpful if y
ou will state specifica

lly which 

allegations of the comp
laint should, in your o

pinion, be admitted 

and which should be den
ied, and make suggestio

ns for any affirma- 

tive allegations to be
 made in the answer. 	

• 

Please include a list o
f the names, official p

oitions, and 

;addresses of persons w
ho have personal knowle

dge of the facts in- 

■volircd and a brief s
ummary of the matters a

bout which they can 

itestify on behalf of t
he Government. 

Your report should also
 include information (a

nd copies of 

relevant documents, if 
any) as to any defens

e set-off or counter-

claim which you believe
 may be available. 

In addition, please tra
nsmit with your respons

e to this memo-

,randum originals and
 six copies of an affid

avit establishing the 

basis for defense of th
is litigation.. The aff

idavit could be 

prepared along the line
s of the affidavit exec

uted by Special 

Agent Roy H. Jcvins for
 use in litigation enti

tled John Nichols. 

v. United States, USDC
 D Kan., Civil No. T-4

536. In addition 

. 4 	 to the statements made 
in that affidavit, we s

uggest you include 

PUG 3 =rO in -the affidavit in th
e present litigation, a

 statement of how 	j
 

• your law enforcement pu
rposes would be hindere

d were the materials'  

sought subject to publi
c disclosure. 	
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