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4. ...••••_4.-,...1,4rii miry, ,,,: - -1 	! worker Ittio now operates a pno 	rtepinions differ." Epstein 

Ws huteisz tort dt.:: ..t%;:.!-: s' 	' farm. Epstein is a PA.D. c.r.ialid:.te writes, "as to what 11w Com- 

! 	nr. Srn'. 2-1. 1911-1. the President's 	1 at Harvard. 	 mission actually did. Joseph 

'I Epstein's book—written as a mas- Ball (one of the Commis- 

( of Pre
(.' , .7,..:.—cr.rr'.cs an   iii:I's staff Inwverst rem- 

	

:di:tad Johr.   I.   Kennedy re-  	••••::.'   :".     	n.  
I introduction by the New   Vurer,rnented that the C011trai7;• 

ported   to the world that it had 

''..   ..:   -..   ,..   :.•:.   ::..   :;."  	
i magazine's Washington correspond-'sjor, 'had no idea of what 

	

4 fizi.gi Inc Corninisston: "Yhe shots 	
; eat. Richard Rovere, who writes: was happening; we did all 

%.,.....,: 	4.::, .; 	i...c..i.:4.,:lt 	x,....,....:y. 	
. 	'Nothing Mr. Epstein revealS is the investigating, lined tip 

	

and wounded Governor Connally 	
4 (02. •.: .-.1 ..,,..,.,in,-.1 To ter ::icl. thal. he I.% iliie,•es. solved the 

• problems and wrote the ite- 

were fired by Lee Harvey Oswald." 	
ties •Ireai.  investi/21.i.zze was 

This report. issued urt.ilor the 	
'ed out by men who 

Warren sod six other distinguished 	

could not give their full at- 

imprimatur of Chief Justice Earl 	tendon to it and who, be- 

cause of their own needs 

1  

and also because of certain 

Americans, is now under attack by 	poidieal circumstances, were 

scholars and writers who believe 	in a desperate hurry to get 

the Cm...mission's findlnqs arc 	it over with . . . The day 

marred by conjecture and by in- ; the Warr"  Commission  ne-

consistencies width the Commission 
i port was issued, the 'kraut.- 

. ti. as :.n....:Ilc to re ,n`...-c... 	
can press should have be- 

. . dated Drc. 9. Iflia that 

contains 1 gun to do what Mr. Epstein 

" has done; it should have 

I cast a very cool eye on the 

from those who prepared it Report and sought to learn 
I 

 

'They have unearthed, for ex... 
• ... 	- 	- 5 

t:1:::::, Z• AV c.volxrac reprirt from • 

the Federal Bureau of Investigation, i 
i how it was prepared . . ." 

1 a "finding" which—had it been i. Weisberg charges: -rhe 

lion. 	

timanner in which the Report i  

, a conspiracy or of a d. :deals with the possibility o 

, superficial and immature 

	

h 	 Oswald
true—vAauld almost certainly have 
I 

led to fire conclusion that Oswald  

bad an accomplice in the assassina- d 

i ferent assassin is' only one 

MI; "finding" which now appears ! of the ways in which the 

Hi !:.v. 	;a: comi'..::ely c:::nneou= 	Commission may have erip- 

was the 'product of an impulsive II  -pled Ascii." 

Irei;',rri by 1:13 a::23:ts a few lours 11 The Epstein hook, based 

r..:::: tLe Pre-side:it was !‘illed. .11.- i i In large part on interviews 

clotigia  it  was  amnireni ty based on  i . ..ith incnthers of the Corn- 

little more than hearsay, it found 1  mission and its staff, gives 

ita way into the Dee. 9 document• 	
i  a picture of the Investica- 

Commi.ision's critics and contributed 
It has given.  ammunition tobutteli(ei  . 1  

,tion at sharp variance with 
the common conception of 
 how it was conducted. 

to a serious. disagreement within I' It reveals that no simtle 

the Commission itself over the man- 1 i member of the Commission 

ncr in whirl fix'. Connally %vas 	heard all the testimony and 

' titt 	
• 	that "most of the Commis- 

sioners were present [or 

planation given by the Commission 	4 f  nnlya minor portion of the 

of the events of Nov, 21),,, 	 hearings. Senator (Richard) 

For these reasons arid others, ' nossen (D.G,13 who attended 

grave duttitts atm:. the competence i tilc. (moo., heard only about 

.  

.0 • • •• 
-try 

of the Co' 	"tf•slott's wu: are 	e per cent of the testimony; 

In two new books on the as:asmna- 	whereas Allen Dulles. who 

tinn—"Whitewash." by Harold Weis- 	attended the largest number 

berg of llyatt-t own, Mil„ and -In- 	of hearings. heard about 71 

quest." by Edward Jar Epstein, 	per cent. Only three Corn- 

• missioners heard more than 

Wcislicil: is a former tl_overnment hint the testimony, and the 

.average Commissioner heard 

14.5,Per.,ec:yd, . . 

p.-----r. • - 
'Law) e comment 

port.' Wesley Liebeler (an-

other Commission lawyer) 

when asked what the Com-

mission did. replied, In one 

word, nothing.'" 

(Others connected with 

the investigation dispute 

these harsh judgments. 
"The Commissioners," said 

one staff lawyer, "contrib-

uted significantly to the 

final Report.") 
The actual work of th• 

Commission fell, in any 

event °LI a few L younger 

The Washington Post and AI 

Times Harald 

The Washington Daily News 

The Evening Star 	  

New York Herald Tribune 

New York Journal-American— 

New York Daily News 	 

New York Post 	  

The Now York Times 	 

The Baltimore Sun 	  

The Worke1/4r 	  

The New LeOdor 	  

The Wall Street Journal 

The National Cfbuers,-r 

People's World 
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eminent private lawyers 
brought in to help continued 

. 

	

	 n-.t a" o prnfessional 
.0 .,• 

the tyre gswaltt used. 'Illus. 	attInocy on the Presmenter  
either Mr. Kennedy and Mr. i Cnmmantler James J ,  Ilunies 

were struck by the ' and I.E. Col. Pierre Finek, 
same bullet or two men fired • an wallows' Pa gunshot 

. tune 10 111.• 	 two 	nearly 	s:inu.ianeous 	wourgle_testifisoi drat it 

	

Arnim: :hr• wor:...;11 staff. 	bullets. 

	

;drive were 4 	 :I was either "unlikely" nr 

	

disagreements about ! 	/loth Epstein and Weisberg 	"impossihie" that the wnund 
arzue thet Elie 	 in 	President 	Kenneny's 

cr. •-•••::Y it 	••3.'"'s• 	 res,k. ar..1 Cu.rata
hf the or: 

• • ,•:•• Coanaily suet:ill...1i were 

' mine tu.st which shot 
Gov. Connally. tliere is 
persuasive 	s.7,•141.9,..4. 	I ■ -• 
the experts In tat.ne:dr, 
the sante hullet 
pierced the Presicknr• 
thrust :,1•11 caused Cot:. Chn 
Wally'sw n n d s. 	• 

, and certain other (actin, 
have given rise In some de • 
Serener of opiniun as th 
probability but there is r.., 
question in the mind of a:: 

; member of the Cenunis,.0.: 
that all the slices v 
caused the 	 . - 
Gov. Connally's is 

• fired front the sixth ilele• 
window of the Texas School. 
Book ni. 

Contrary to what the C ..... • 
mission reported, it was net 
only "necessary" but 
lutely essential to deterniate 
which shot hit the liciveriioe. 

"To say that they were 
hit by separate bullets.-  
Norman Redlich of t!:.• 
Commission staff lull 
stein, "is synonymous 

, saying that there were tit,. 
assassins." 

Specter Had nesponsibieis 
One of the reasons ti:, 

Commission had diffichIy 
with this problem was 
while, on paper, 34 men, 
eluding the seven rnembor 
of the Commission, we:- 
engaged in the inVesti.. 
tion, "the entire task :.. 
certaining the basic fact.; 
the assassination fell u;: 
one lawyer—Arlen Specie: 
Specter," according to 
stein, "had the respons;.. 
ity for determining I:, 
sources of the shots, :'- 
number of assassins. 
exact manner in which tit 
President and Gov. Conn.-. 
ly were shot, and the s. 
quence of events—in sae.: 
all the facts of the assassin, 
tion." 

Specter read mounlainin, 
stacks of reports and cu. 
ducted the examination 
key witnesses hernre ti, 
Commission. But Spere: 
independent investigatics: 
Epstein reports, consis:. 
of nothing more than into 
vici,'s wIllt 211 doctors ;a 

• other medical personnel . 
Parkland hospital in 
none of whom hail any the 
ough knowledge of the. P. 
sident's wounds. "With ilt 
minor exeeption," says is 
stein, "these interviews Cr,: 

, prised Specters entire in. 
Investigation of 'the b.-, 
facts a tit.: 

1..." •,1: • t - 	, .1 i 7 El .v...-.... 	i..• ei....•:.,..: 1,..eif and that 
.. .. L nut assassin was in. 	1 

t 
caused by the same bullet. 

re et 	.. 	.. . • . 	ei,.: 	:,•. 	:,', 
the t.::i  •"e v. in. . i . r:1 ;......: t'u't C4: W11) r.-.7,-.7 .ins free. 	1 • (31 The FBI's principal 

cOnclusions of the Rc;)ort. 	• 	Independent stuce a ::14: 	....., 	. ''. hall:sties expert, Robert 

III's 1.:r.pulir•lied Iteptirt 	evidence clues not nee,. -.,e. 	. ' •
•"'" ' 	

h 	C 	's- 

	

P....:::.:•; ::..• ..,reatest 	il!• :4•11f1 1. : . • 	• 	.• Con. 	1 	i
• s o: '•1 myself don't have 

source ii: cnr.trovers; and 	
any evidence which wnuld 

t!weet (Nei- ti:.' integrity if 	
- permit me to say one way 

substantial testianony oti.ec 	_ 	• 	• 

the Iteport—at least In the 	• .'nn the 1'31  re"" that -which
Or 1..0 11 ....r• in other words 

:ninth of Epstein and Weis- '' 
	.t,would sin:dart it 'the 

raises grave questions about 

	

::;—..71 i -,.:. ::";:: : ::. .:•' : 	
that Mr. Kennedy 

the manner in which Gov. ; °Purl' 
•.v  . ,.. 	. . ; 	, , :_ehr.slly was wounded. 	-• and Mr. Connally were hit

•  
in the N...!inr.al .‘rehivec. 	This evidence is of such '..

1  by a-silngle shot) as far as 

	

It states categorically that 	wee_la I:ad. :•;‘,•:t. itLtA,4:1:, dt:- 	
My ren, ering an opinion as 
an expert. 1 would certainly 

i "medical cxaminaon of Lite 	cording to Epstein. -report. : t.  
rirehidenvs body revealed 	eclly said that he winild not 	

say it was possible but I 
don't say it probably_ oc• 

that Win of tile Willis had 	si2n a Deport which con- s curred . 

, e n t erect just below 11,s 	eluded that hoth men were 	 • 

i 	
(4i After reporting on Dee. 

' shoulder to the right of the 	hit by the same bullet. Sen. I 

spinal column at an an:::c• of 	(John Sherman) Cooper IR- 	9 1963 that the bullet that 

43 L0 i.i) tio;:lrein downward. 	Ky.) and Ilep. (Hale) Boggs 
	

1 wounded Mr. Kennedy in 

tt that there was no 'mint of 	(D-La.) tended to agree with 	: the shoulder did not - exit 

- '; 	n exit. an that the bUllet was 	Russell's position." 	 .:•froin Ins body. the FBI on 

.. 	_not.::L it,.:. ore.*: ." 	 Accnr.:.11,..f.y. L..0 C_ ,,:.::::s•, 	
', Jan. 13. INA, issued a sup- 

' 	_This statement is in clacet. 	;ton was toned to hedge its , plentental report on the 

1 	contioicliction to the nfficial 	toncluslan by saying;' tisat 
1 President's wounds which 

stated: 

the President's body had 
revealed that the bullet 
which entered his back had 
peeetrated to a digariVe of 
less than a finger length." 

then;:.. Tee autopsy repo:t 	w /writ .. 	 . . 	(5) On Dec. IS, 1963, The 

Said: 

	

	 'C'z'r•-;.: .̀ "." BA-2-'5 salt! .,-; Washington Post and other 
any implication he Epstein - 

strap muscle of tee riizilt 	that the Canimission was ji n
ewspapers reported on the 

1. basis of rumors from Dal- "The miscile contused the 

i 	side of the neck, tlarnag.rd 	• divided on its llit.dtate eon... !. 

the  tenehz,a (windpipe)  ,;;;;;I 	elusions is wrong.;  There 	
las. that the first bullet to 

..ers• many &sr:us:tons in• 1' 
strike the President "was 

In nth. its exit throt.:.:h t:te 	 a' found deep in his shoulder." 
.si ... ' 	• 	 

the neck." 	
levee. he  said. hut ow find. 1- 1. Phis repert was cornirmed 

insc were unanimous. 	i 
prior to publication by the anterior (front) surface Et: 

•i 	The discrepancy between :sens. Russel) nntl Cooper 	• . 1.3I' 

autopsy repnrt is crucial. for 	
were iii:: o: tile ..sty a ,..d  l' 	The cumulative effect of 

.autopsy 
Fi.it report :Jig the 

e  ••''' not be reached for i .  these various statements 

the Commission's conclusion 	 was to raise very consider- 
tits: tits: °Avail: acted alone is • 	;file re;-,sons for the Co'm 	!.stile  doubt about the prin- 

.. 	ri,.:lit only if tile autopsy re- 
port is right, and wrong if • mission s uncertainty on this 	- opal conclusion of the Wars 

(the Illl report is right. 	
vital point are well docu- 
mented: 	 ren Commission: that "the 

s 
. 
i 	thseagit Pr c s i d c n t Ken- 

t( a bullet dal not pass ,• 
()) Gov. Connally, who 	ishcontns etas,  lyt i cal ni dk 

filled 
 u nId,  reeds icd eanyt.  

was conscious when all s 
114•Cb"A neck and enuse fine.. ; 
Connally's wntintli, a second 1 three shots  were fired, told 	ernor Connally were fired  
ZU:SasMn must have been in- te the Commission he could 11 by Lee Harvey Oswald." 

i 	veiseil. 
of is the bullet that struck Mr.  

■ not have been wounded by 
.•;: 0 'slt.i'laellci•sha%inevonlovelnieteanritngbuotri. 

This is NO because films og 
the assassination proved ' Kennedy in the neck: "It is 'i if true, they point unmis- 

4 	C1Illi•ill..:c:r  that Mr. Ken- i not conceivable to Pie that •, takeably to the involvement 
; 
• neidy er•i les. Connally were . I entild have !..'en Itit. by 	! of  at least one Other assas- 

'• 	wound, il v.:: ..tt a perioil of 	the iliet intret ...Obviously. 	" s'n• 
at least :he major wound 	The commission handled 
that I tout: in the shoulder 	this crucial prohlem, in ef- 
through the chest couldn't 	feet, by rendering  a highly 
nave hcen anything but the 	misleading verdict: 

1.1c. 	t.r 	!,..r.ttlitlit■Nunt tr. :fr.:Cr- 

:*. 	 .:••• 

	

thesda Naval Hospital. writ- 	the ev"",r•eo• 	r.";• ver. 	"Nledical examination of 

• 

	

in the Inst week In Nnvene 	win, teas "very persuasive  
... to 	that Cr.e 

bee, that t,ie 	woich bullet which pierced the 
• struck the Pre:lit:Pm in the 	

h 
 

	

Pre ,ident's t 11 r 	t aka
1, lqw& ni•e:e passed thrnielli eau.e d Gine:I:or Connally's 
a 	his body and carr.e out 'his 

one-half second. at the 
MUM, an,l less than two 

' iseennils :a the maximum. 
It wzts 	 lingoes 

sit& 	:, • -•-■..r In fire Iwo _ second shot." 	 "Allitne'lli it is not verses. 



• 

1 

• - 

	

	 _ 
Specter., morent„.,r,t 

- ••• r••••••• ".rt. pro 

tro.:1 	•- •"1,-.itn -- 6ti 	 ,well speculate about 

1••••• • — 	L ,, . 	LL' 

by June 1. %inch was the ar-

bitrary deadline chosen by 

:heC,  "" am. 

a. 	' 
• v.-a: root r.:rt 

and Chic( Justice Warren, 

to Epstein, "re- 

.. 	 t 
Witten& (the stiff director) 

t:.e inte•ligalinn 

immediately." The deadline, 

In the caul, was extended to 

then into 	 L. • 
spite Epatein says. pressure 
from lleGeor;:e Bundy at 

[nu mut mem-
bers of the Commission to 
complete the report well in 
advance of the presitleidtal 

Sni•cter developed t h c 
theory that a sinate bullet 
must have wour.ded both Mr. 
Kennedy and Mr. Crinnaliv 
and he filled the record with 
teatimony that au,..1 	atta his 

lie never entirely 

his 	
L' .• 	' 	 

thi•ory was correct. in 
part. hreat.-.•^ of the frequent 

Caanrais-.4,ria is 
from the hi ariw.:s. Nur did 
hr ennvinee Fat-tein and 
WeisinalL in pa.-: becate.e 

. 
tared thrnugit the h std• 
timr.s that it was hard to 
pLe-pe t 	;tier.: 

-Titus. it was possible for 
a reador—or a merun.-u- of 
the V.: 
find in the hearings evidence 
to 	 awe 

evcit cunt radietnry, 
tae 

CUnti71(..WL:011i are relalit ely 
Simple 10 resolve, lion ever. 

The first one involves the 
'credibility of the FBI report 

ear D. J. whirs stases :hat 
the bullet which struck Mr. 
Kennedy's shauttler did not 
leave his hotly. 

This report. the FBI said 
last week, was based on the 
nwilical evidence at that 

b.inie. But there is other evi-' 
denee that it was based on 
nothing more than hearsay. 

The atitimay on the l'rcsi. 
cent began at Bethesda 
Naval Hospital at ahout 8 
1.'ettae:: the 	Nair. 

1Von.i.1 Confused Doctors. 

.ail Fill a4rIlts who were 
preSetit nyerhepr DA% 
lit:ales. Dr. eitick and Dr.  

ennfused by it because an 
incision made in the front 

of the President's throat In 
Dallas obscured the exit 
wound. 

Before the three doctors 
at Briiie,tia Lad coon-:curd 
the autopsy and before they 
had tested the p:■ 01, vi the 
tiellet front the President's 

the 

	

a... 	 • 
and cail.•d in a report toat 
the bullet had not passed 
through the President's 
body. 
• Incredibly, this verbal re- 
:- 	• %%me the basis of the 
c..r....t.aas statement that ap-
pears in the Dec. to, five.viti-
urne summary submitted to 
the Warren Commission. 

The official autopsy report 
(winch enntrailicts the FBI 
was in the hands of the Se-
ere!. SCVVICe, not the Bureau, 
and may never have been 

!supplied to the FBI. 
In any case, the basic er-

ror was repeated in the Jan. 
(13 report f.-orri the FBI 
which unaccountably 

ItT.s 
an exit wound in the Press-

t:tront. 
The second contradiction 

I n vat t e s the conflicting 
te ■ 1511iny on tile • 

lira tacund th;u one bullet 
Nvt..zruied bnilt Mr. Kennedy 
arat 	Conna:ly. 

The bullet witi;.h caused 
these wounds was ;alma and ; 
was virtually intact.  IL I 
we:::hed about 153 grains, as 

against an original weight -of 
about 161 grains. 

Co. •••tane.,:- flumes and 
M. Col. Finch, the presi-
dential alitnii5tsts, dotthted 
that this bullet could have 
eat:bm all of Coe. Connal-
ly's ltlellnas because they 
hall read a medical report 
:ram Da:;as oescriiiing the 
la-,•senee of fragments in 

	

his wi 	 Thus, they 
lhoUglit the bullet InuhL 
hate been broken into frag-
ments rather titan emerging 
intact. 

They were unaware that 
these fragments were min-
iscule nnil that Connally's 
principal mir:Zeon. Dr. Bolt-
crt Shaw, was convinced that 
the intact Indict did cause 
the wounds, Tile "frag-
ments" it left in the Cover-
nor's hotly were thin shay- 

nai moth larger than 
dust particles. 

The i.r.al prolilem —Gov. 

1 

Cnnitall's own recollection 
happened—ra,onot 

he tit>uis~c.l. 

caplanation fur that, 

too. It is not uncommon, he 
testified, for people to suf-

fer a mound without know-

ing it immediately. 
This would acenunt for 

Mr. Connally's belief that 

he with nidl hit by the first 
bullet and this explanation 
is consistent with the 

fathare to hear 
the -,ectaii.; ShOl" 1,1. alit:11 he 

believed caused his wound 
and his recollection of the 
final stint which smashed the 
President's skull. 

The "single-shot" theory 
developed by Specter and 
{LC Commis: ion. in other 

.v.-ords, is not refuted by the 
apparent inconsistencies in 
the record which Weisberg 
and Epstein recite. 

And so long as that theory 
11014% up, assumptions that 
there was a second assassin 
in Dallas_ on Nriv.._:4=L-_n 
only. be assumptions. 
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ChscLea Del Vecchia. 8Lp ft PhoLosrapher 

DISACREENICNT—The Warren Commis. leaves some questions open, with the re- 
ston's redort on the assassination of Pres- 	snit that books and articles erintinue,to 
ideal, Kennedy, for all its detail, std..  debate.the investigation's findings. — _ • 
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